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! cess.—Submitting, for the orders of Government, Revenue Department papers
regarding the levy of voluntary — of 6 annas an acre for the comservancy of the Wallajah
channel, in the Cuddalore taluk, South Arcot district.




for the future conservancy of the channel called the * Wallaj
takes ol¥ Peom the Ponsd i il e “ Wallaj ,
total length of the channel is 101 miles. It is provided with complete ‘maso

most of which require ordinary repairs except two which require reconstruction
been seriously damaged by the floods of 1884. Estimates for these have
parediby the Public Works Department, and are ready.

X azar d from the ryots of the vi
Melgoveraput, Kizhagoveraput and Tiruvddi which are at the i&ﬂ.endz of the cha
offering to pay a ‘cess of 4 annas an acre in commutation of the common la
required of them to clear the channel. Mr. Hammick inspected the channel on
spot and considered it would be hopeless to expect that the channel would eve

2. In October 1892, a mahazar was received

cleared by communal labour, seeing that in spite of urgent requisitions to
: o Fr gent requisitions to that
the villagers had done nothing. ~He accordingly proposed the levy of a voluntar
B T Dot agaired it altho ryotsofthe thitoen vilages wero wilog
1t 1he Livisional-ofiicer has now reported that they are all willine to pav
8. The channel irrigates 2,000'13 acres of ‘wet, 92174 acres of dev and 19866
i £ 07 ity B f575 FyRey. FAR: BI0E £ T ¢ 3 : 57 Qf . and 12&66} 3
. acres under Puvasi in all the villages aggregating 2,350+53 acres. ~Thd§yrubna Works
Pef‘:f rtment estimate the cost of opening the channel at Rs, 900 and its maintenance
in future years at Rs. 500 and for establishment at Rs. 360. At 6 annas an acre, the
revenue would be Rs. 881 which would be quite sufficient in all ordin ary years.

AsoLivornnst ghe mmmm"t“’" may be obtained for the levy of the cess.
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; "To_:ﬁ‘:e Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

NUB (Rey. Serr., L. Ros. axp Aczr.), No. 731, 30mx Nov. 1897. 3

llowing letter from A. E. CASTLESTUART STUART, Esq., Acting
Collector of South Arcot, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agricuture,
dated Cuddalore, 10th January 1895, Ref. on Regr. No. 5218-Eng. :—1

In reply to paragraph 2 of the Board’s Ref. on Genl Regr. No. 8148, dated 22nd
December 1894, I have the honour to give below the details of establishment proposed
“in this office Ref. on No. 5218-Eng., dated 9th December 1894 :—

RS

~ 1. Maistry on Rs. 15 per mensem for a year ... .. .. 180
3. Lascars on Rs. 5 each per mensem for a year 180
‘ Total ... 360

* Resolution—Mis. No. 255, dated 19th January 1895,

|8

ﬁﬁemrdied pendulg reoe;ipt of reply from the Chief Engineer to the Ref. on

-Genl-Regr. No. 8148 of 1894.
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary.

5 Oollector of South Arcot.

Rrap—the following letter from J. 8. WILSON, Esq., Executive Engineer, South
Arcot Division, to the Superintending Engineer, V Circle, dated 1st Feb-
ruary 1896, No. 85-8.E. :—

With reference to your No. V/3-8.A., dated 8th January 1895, calling for a report
-on the Wallajah channel and enquiring whether it is an Imperial work, I have the
‘honour to report as follows: —

“The channel is an Tmperial one, No. 245 in the list and takes off from the right
bank of the Penniar in the village of Ulunthampett. It is rather more than 10 miles
long and irrigates according to the Collector’s statement a total area of 2,350-3 acres
in thirteen villages. The masonry works of the channel have been occasionally
repaired by the Public Works Department and one estimate amounting to Rs. 1,400
was sanctioned and worked out in 1884-85; this was for silt clearance and repairs to
masonry works. The Public Works Department has never except on this occasion
undertaken the annual silt clearance. It is now proposed by the Collector to accept
‘an offer of the villagers to pay an annual cess as a commutation of the kudimaramut
labour required from them and an opinion has been asked Yor as to the annual cost of
maintenance including establishment. The channel has hitherto been badly conserved
-and no establishment is at present maintained by the department for its conservancy
or the regulation of water.

‘ As regards the cost of maintenance, the Sub-divisional officer reports that, as
the deep bed of the riveris at a distance from the head of the channel, a spring channel
would have to be cut every year to bring water from the river bed to the channel.
The Sub-divisional officer does not state what would be the probable length of such a
.channel and in any case the cutting of such channels is not an operation which the
Public Works Déepartment in this division is in the hubit of undertaking ; it would, I
think, be more cheaply done by the ryots or the Minor Irrigation Department. It
might cost annually about Rs. 150—200. As regards the mai'ntenance of the channel
itself, the removal of silt, repairs to masonry works, &ec., this work could be done



neededtherggom

to the above !ﬁﬁ‘,

(1) Spring 6hamixel' e o ,: .. | o ue

(2) Maintenance of uhannolandmamnrywmks lalp
(3) Pablic Works Department petty establishment ... ..
(4) Minor Irrigation coolies for distribution of water ... ... ..
Total ... 1,016

i | ¥y
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bable amount of the special cess. s

“I have given orders for an investigation of the state and capabilities
channel and am of opinion that if the channel is put into proper order and carefully -
maintianed, an increase in the irrigated area is probable, in which case the excess on the.
cost of maintenance over the amount of the cess will be reduced. I donot ‘think, how-
ever, that_the excess need stand in the way of the arrangement as so far very little of
the attention wlnch_ a channel of such importance deserves has been paid to it and the |
entertainment of maintenance establishment need not I think be considered as debitable
to the amount of the voluntary cess. The complete estimate for the channel will be
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submitted when received.”

Endorsement by the Superintending Engineer, V Circle, No. 311-E.L, dated 10th

December 1896.

“To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, with reference to his No. V /3-SA, »

dated 8th January 18957 ,

— > § ¥

Endorsement by the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, No. 74-M., dated 2nd March '
1897. ; ;

Copy of endorsement No. 311-E.I., dated 10th December 1896
tending Engineer, V Circle, is forwarded to the B
in reply to its reference, dated 22nd December 1894,

, from the Superin-
oard of Revenue for information
on Genl. Regr. No. 8148 of 1894,

2. The maintenance of channel gnd masonry works is properly a charge on Public

Works Department funds. The cess of 6 annas should be accepted : ;
required provided from ordinary funds. accepted and anything mom

DFEL ST R

an amount which s Rs. 135 above the amount specified by the Colloctor as the pro-

of ﬁiﬂ‘:« :

: : To'the Collector of South Arcot.

& (Rev. Serr., L. Ros. axp Aerr), No. 781, 30ta Nov. 1897. 5

Reference on the above, dated 28rd March 1897.

Sefore obtaining the sanction of Government to the Jevy of the cess referred to,
oard desires to have a report from the Collector as to his view on the suggestions of
xecutive Engineer, in regard to the establishment required under the Public
Department and the Revenue Department. a '

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
Secretary.

—_—

: R‘ii;{n—the ;followiné.letter from A. E. CASTLESTUART S’I.‘iIART, Esq., I.C8,,

F.6.8., F.L.S., F.R.G.8., Collector of South Arcot, to the Secretary to the Com-
missioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the Department of Land
Records and Agriculture, dated Cuddalore, 4th July 1897, Ref. on Regr.
No. 5218-Eng. :—

In reply to the Board’s Ref. on Genl. Regr. No. 1734, dated 23rd March 1897,
I have the honour to state that the establishment proposed by the Executive Engineer

of this district for the maintenance of the Wallajah channel is sufficient.

- ResorutioN—No. 731, dated 30th November 1897.

The papers read above will be submitted for the orders of Government.

2. In his letter disposed of in B.P., No. 255, dated 19th January 1895, read again
above, the Collector of South Arcot requested sanction for the levy of a voluntary irri-
gation cess of 6 annas an acre, in commutation of the customary labour required of the
ryots of thirteen villages in the Cuddalore taluk, irrigated by the Wallajah channel,

- which takes off from the Penniar. It was reported that the tofal length of the channel

was 103 miles and that it was provided with complete masonry works, most of which
required ordinary repairs except two which required reconstruction, The proposal to
levy the cess emanated from Mr. Hammick, the former Collector of the District, who,
on receipt of a petition in October 1892 from the ryots of three villages at the tail
end of the channel offering to pay a cess of 4 annas an acre in commutation of the
labour required of them to clear the channel, inspected the spot and coming to the
conclusion that it would be hopeless to expect the work to be done by communal
labour, proposed the imposition of a voluntary cess of 6 annas an acre and direeted
inquiry to be made as to whether all the ryots of the thirteen villages were willing
to pay it. The ryots of all the villages having expressed their willingness in writing to

ay the cess at the rate proposed, sanction for the imposition of the cess was asked for
by the Collector as stated above. It was also reported by the Collector that the Public
Works Department estimated the cost of clearing the channel at Rs. 900, its annual
maintenance at Rs. 500 and the establishment required at Rs. 360, and that the
cess which would amount to Rs. 881 on the aggregate acreage of 235053, would be
quite sufficient in all ordinary years. The Collector’s letter was forwarded to the
Chief Engineer for Irrigation for favour of remarks, and that officer having apparently
referred the letter to the Executive Engineer, the latter officer reported that, as the
deep bed of the river was at a distance from the head of the channel, a spring channel
would have to be cut every year at a cost of Rs. 150—200 to bring water from the
river bed to the channel; that the maintenance of the channel'estimated to cost Rs. 300

~ a year could be attended to by the Public Works Department ; that an establishment

consisting of a head cooly on Rs. 8 and 3 mile coolies on Rs. 5 each costing in all Rs. 276
per annum would be necessary under the Public Works Department, and that another
consisting of 4 coolies at Rs. 5 per mensem for distribution of water costing Rs. 240

annum would be required under the Revenue Department. The Chief Engineer
}):lfwards the Executive Engineer’s report in reply to the Board’s Reference and,
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