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To
His EXCELLENCY
Sir A. E. HAVELOCK, G. C. M. Guy G C. L Ess

Governor in Council,
Fort St. George.

The humble Memorial of the Inhabitants
of Mylapore, @ suburb of Madras.

We most respectfully beg to approach your Excellency in Council with our humble
prayer for the removal of the grievance which the excavation, through the heart of Mylapore,
of what is known as the Junction Canal has caused to us.

9. As was distinctly predicted by those competent to form a correct opinion of its

probable effects, this work has seriously affected our water supply for both irrigation and
domestic purposes, and our health and our property have guffered in consequence.

3. This canal which connects the river Adyar at the south end of the town with
the Cooum in the Government House compound, draws no fresh water, but holds only salt water
intermixed with sewage in a state of stagnation and decomposition emitting noxious effluvia.
From its low level the canal draws off the fresh water gprings from a considerable number
of our wells, and the latter consequently run dry during the dry season ; while, during the

._rainy season, when the level of water in the canal rises, they draw its foul water through
b ,_pdergronnd percolation.

% 4. But it isnot merely water supply but also the subsoil that is thus affected.
as been a marked deterioration in the yield of our plantations, and In many cases

fine cocoa-nut, betel and plantain gardens now scarcely give any crop.

5. . The contamination of water and soil as above deseribed is of course restricted
to a certain area on either side of the canal ; but it is within this limited area that a consider-
able portion of the valuable house and Janded property in this suburb is situated.

6. Furthermore, the irrigation from the Mylapore tank on whi

ch the cultivation
of paddy lands in this suburb depends, is likewise affected by the sluices which have been

provided for its passage across the canal being often out of order and leaky.

7. We submit herewith a statement (Appendix A) shewing the income derived
from our garden and paddy lands in the shape of rent before and subsequent to the excava-
tion of this Junction Canal. From this it will be seen that, while the total rental of these
properties before amounted to Rs. 6,923, it is now only Rs. 944. The difference, iz,

Rs. 5,979, constitutes our loss in so far only as it is capable of being estimated in money ; bub

there is loss not capable of being so estimated ; for, no account is kept of the produce used

for domestic consumption of kitehen and flower gardens and fruit trees attached to houses,
which are not leased out.

8. No doubt, so far as domestic requirements are concerned, the sapply of Red Hills
water recently introduced may be caid to supersede the need for wells; but very few house-
holders have service pipes sufficiently near their dwellings to command the use of Red Hills
water for all domestic purposes; the bulk of the population is necessarily to a greab extent
dependent on its wells, It is moreover to be observed, that water collected in & superficial
reservoir and sent down overa considerable distance partly through an open channel and
partly through underground pipes can hardly be regarded so pure and wholesome as
spring water drawn afresh from wells. Its wells were the boast of Mylapore; many of

the well-to-do residents of the other divisions f the city used to obtain their drinking water:
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14. The project was 1o doubt urged forward on gen
appeared to the then Governor, Sir Charles Trevelyan, that it was © calculated to mitigate
the great and incre N at the Presidency Capital of firewood and all the other
necessaries of life,” and to be on that account 2 work of a “beuneficent and productive
character.” But it does not seem t0 have been considered what quantities of firewood and
other necessaries of life entered the Presidency Capital by the Southern Canal ab its southern
Jimit and to what extent they would be cheapened by their carriage by water, instead of, by
road, from that point to where this Junction Canal meets the Cooum—a distance of 3 miles and
1,099 yards. It is to be observed, that the northern Canal terminates in the heart of the
town, and that the object, therefore, could nob have been to facilitate the traffic which
entered the town from the north. It was nob stated that the Junction Canal would facilitate
traffic between the districts on the south and north of the Presidency town. The fact was,
there was no such traffic, and the object was only to cheapen supplies of provisions to the
Presidency town. At this day, traffic crossing the Presidency town from the north or south
is literally nil.

15. When the project was submitted for the sanction of the Home Goyemme@t, the
Secretary of State, Sir Charles Wood, observed :— I am nob altogether convinced of the reality
of the advantages expected to accru ing the two cm_:’nlﬂ"fvrhkh_ nter Madras
from the north and south. For the gpecial purpose for designed, viz.,
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16. Although the Secretary of State thus gave 2 relactant consent, it was ot
found practicable to put the work into execution. Doubts and difficulties arose in regard
to its alignment, and in the course of the discussion which ensued, it was discovered that’

i fresh water could be obtained  (this has presumably since ‘been
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17. In 1866, Lord Napier, the then Governor ohserved .—“ We know what sort of

a canal it should be; &ve know how it shonldamn ; and we know ‘that it will cost five lakhs
(it has, we understand, actually cost over 7 lakhs) : but we still require to know whether
it ought to be andertaken and how it is to be paid for.” Fventually, all !ﬂrﬁmm
the project was indefinitely suspended, and the Government, in their Order dated 27th
February 1871, recorded their final decision that “the project having now been fairly examined
and submitted to the judgment of those most directly interested and their opinion being
adverse, it must be abandoned for the present.” ) N
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APPENDIX A.

Statement showing the probable loss of income from gardens and paddy lands in

Mylapore from the Junction Canal.

Name of the property.

No. of Ponds.

erial No.

Amount of
rent reali
before the
cnmngonh

Arx:no:nt of | pifference
now
realised. o Taoee.

\‘

—
[

o ad

Pandarasanadi Land
Pallakumaniam
Sri Kabaliswarar flower garden
Parangi Pattadai
Desikar Parangi Pattadai
Balakrishna Parangi Pattadai
Janika Raman Thotam, M umcipahty
Tholukachi Thotam
Balakrishna Bangalow and gn.rden
Soldar Pattadai
Madura Pulam
Etti Pattarai
Andi Maniam
Patti Pulam
Paranathalai
Sri Desikar Maniam
Motachi Pattarai

an Pattadai
Thotakadu Medu, night sml Depot ...
Balakrishna Mudaliar garden -
Kodamaniam
Tambiappa.n Pattadai

Ih.

: Dt
Bangalow Thotam
Odai ‘ |
Valliswarar Thotam
Thotam, Rangachari
Vasanthi Pattadai
Thotam Vethappen
Garden, Ramachendra Row
Valluvan Pattadai
Garden (Velliswarar)

Labbai Thotam

Eluppa Thoppu

Kabaliswarar Garden
Do. Bangalow

Manam Patrai

Kallikattai Land

Elupa Thopu

Valluvan Pattadi

Kalli Pattadai

Panjanga Maniam

Sachithananda Mudaly garden

Tambiappan Pattadai

Kasavaperumal Land

Sathan Pattadai

Thambmﬂpan Land

Patti Pu

Qo= T D
=100 =17
@ o Qg
(=2 =]

-
— b

— O RO M U R

e

"

&N: bwunmwwwmwo—awomwuwu

wmwm—.—-—_-—n—n»—-.—
m—oemqambwwuocmqampww—-
—
— o O Ut =

p—
>
.

(R S 2]

—
- Gt O
- =
—— 00 RO DD

PePEReeBRNRRES
o BO bO ==
o

2]
-1
o

—~OWRN OO
Ead

e R 1 2

EREEEE

&

B
ot

-~
(=2}

&5

N
o
ng

g
e
GRS

coococoeee

(=]

—

&
=

ccoo0000000000200R
o@:cocﬁoeoacoeooooooo

........

LB —-~

(=]
-y

Carried over...| 199% 73

. -
. )
i > o rIR
T s s . Eo .
] [ s (b ] s . B .
= = e T el sm———
e . L TN A g
o ; y 4 . .
g” ¥ i) < 2 . e e -
H - ) 4 2 1o = S OO o V™ 't ,‘,,\.,_.‘ ‘,:..'*, B 1D -
ot : Camouod = = T &
A - . ES T e N - ;44 o ! ¥ -]

coooo

o_q»agoooooeaq:-o’oa‘_eggq

5 3
2 - .2
T kY .

N



e APPENDIX B.
= s I THE MADRAS MUNICIPALITY.
% ; ame of the ?E of. g
r=ipn) property. | Exteng | weils Ancnt ol
TR TR |1 :M. ‘,.:k ‘ tn:._ A Guxeral MEETING of the Municipal Commissioners was held on Wednesday 20th
D e \‘1'_ " '5 g December 1876 at twelve moon. There were present Mr. L. R. Burrows, Acting President,
‘[ i( ‘7-—’31- % | Oungd the Rev. Dr. Strachan, Mr. Vencatramiah Garu, Mr. Vanugopaul Charlu, Mr. Soomasoondrum
i o ‘ 'a'nh.‘ ; : & Chettiar, Mr. B. Lovery, Mr. Rungiah Naida, Colonel W. S, Drever, Mr. Theroovengada
"_’1, Amman Kol =2 ght Forward | 190} ! 5 } ‘ . e Moodelly, Mr. C. Grant, Mr. Krishnamah Charriar and Mr. J. Hamnett.
22 FArnma, Thalai ‘ 43 8 s1ma
53 @ Ch £ EL
54 Chu,l,)epot‘ aryA Thotam, night w“ 2} 91 r i The sixth subject was an order of Government directing that the J unction Canal
gz A’rth:jzzk“,rfah{a - _'t 4 ' 5 s : 7&} between the Adyar and Cooum rivers be commeneed as a Famine Relief Work.
5 emal Th, ‘otam 1 | Lo 1 a0 :
":ZB Sﬂ"} K(,":?am = 2: | : b7 ; m The President observed that as this was an important subject he would like to know
zg Su?x:::‘};it;i,"‘::‘{fl&i sl ; bopgod :Z;}; : i the Commissioners had anything to say respecting it.
Kulivg ap, Sradi o E
: od v 8 |00 i ici
g; {;iahMu@alia‘: Gurd el 2% } e | S : The Rev. Dr. Strachan remarked that it would be pernicious and useless to carry out
63 L;fx:nli‘,":‘i Pam.d:? g Y l% G this work. The water was nob fit, for irrigation or domestic use, and if the propogition should
?ig Soclai P:i::h : R | } =it &% g be carried out, the fresh water wells in Mylapore would become quite brackish. It was there-
66 Tf:' Hjivarthan, Pattadai mep 841 9 i W fore pernicious to open out & work which would do more harm than good. It wasalso a useless
67 | parry i Maniam ; i St I 5 1 g8 okt o andoralsh BseTaoRk. U 10D SR were to be engaged on the work, the
gg attadai, How'ple Bi 2| R g & moment it is commenced some 40,000 thousands would come forward. In this over-crowded
70 |S Do.  Venkata Tyen ‘;hnn : . % city where disease and pestilence were staring us in the face, he did not think it wise or pru=
71 Nl::::n SM‘“*"n m:"ndiac ettiar S SN dent to proceed with the work. It was stated thab the object of the work was to bring food
72 I Kottaj ‘1'(‘:,';';’ % Mudaliar lang g i 2 i’ * s into Madras. Dr. Strachan thought that this difficulty was overcome by the establishment of
;2 Bo. (Ve : rERgE S -4 oo the South Indian Railway Company- 'he Canal would bea pestilential ineubus upon f»ha health
Rangiay Thgmi”mn u Chetty) 3 g* T 3 g - of the residents of Mylapore, and it would be neither useful nor ornamental.
£} S o Ne - i .
é 3 o 1 : :’ = o Colonel Drever in seconding Dr. Strachan l'emﬂl'ked that ?hOIG‘l'a W&S rife l}ew, a,nd
f*" . e 3 - that between 40 and 50,000 persons were fod daily. It was wrong in principle to bring woxo
%o — 1 . down into Madras, and if this work Was proceeded with, he thought tha thing o st
: to a worse crisis.

Mr. Krishnama Chariar also strongly deprecated the idea of opening out this work.
If this work was carried out, he con idered that Madras would have a second Cooum, and

moreover he did not think that it would be a financial snm

TOTAL..,. 250 98
’

Mr. Hamnett remarked that he did not think that the Commissioners should consider
the financial poiut of the undertaking. (jovernment no doubt, he said, must have obtained
the advice of the proper officers on the subject, and they must also have had the opinion of the
Sanitary Officer. ‘ ;

Mr. Burrows said that there was 10 doubt that the Sanitary Officers of Government
must have given their views on the subject. The Commissioners would have been placed in &
better position if the report of the Sanitary cer was communicated to them. Viewing it
from a non-professional stand-point, ho considered that the work would be a deleterious one.
An influential pet,it,ion was forwatded to Governmen! 11 by the inhabihmta of Mylapore, and he
considered that their objections were well gwu’nded. Mr. Burrows hhoug_ht. that the paual
would be a bad thing for the town. 16 Was then proposed by Rev. Dr. Strachan, seconded by
Colonel Drever and carried i— !
with all deference to the Government to state their decided
opinion that the proposal to forma canal between the 4‘1’!]9" and Cooum rivers as a Famine Relief
Work, is, in the highly insanitary sondition of the city at present, most hazardous and
inewpedient project, and they would earnestly wrge its being finally abandoned. g

That the Commissioners desire
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To 3
His EXCELLENCY
Sir A E. HAVELOCK, G.C.M. Gy G C. L Eo
Governor Council,

Fort St. George.

The humble Memorial of the Inhabitants
of Mylapore, @ suburb of Madras.

We most respectfully beg to approach your Excellency in Couneil with our humble
prayer for the removal of the grievance which the excavation, through the heart of Mylapore,
of what is known as the Junction Canal has caused to us.

2, As was distinetly predicted by those competent t0 form a correct opinion of its
4 probable effects, this work has seriously affected our water supply for both irrigation and
domestic purposes, and our health and our property have,suffered in congequence.

3. This canal which connects the river Adyarat the south end of the town with
B 5 the Cooum in the Government House compound, draws no fresh water, but holds only salt water
e . intermixed with sewage in a state of stagnation and decomposition emitting noxious effluyia.
3 From its low level the canal draws off the fresh water Sp ings from & considerable number
: A of our wells, and the latver consequently ran dry during the dry season; while, during the
s b rainy season, when the level of water in the canal rises, they draw its foul water through
underground percolation. :
4. Bat it is not merely water supply bub also the subsoil that is thus affected.
There has been a marked deterioration in the yield of our plantations, and in many cases
what were fine cocoa-nut, betel and plantain gardens now scarcely give any Crop-
5. The contamination of water and soil as above described is of course restricted
to a certain area On either side of the canal ; but it is within this limited area thata consider-
able portion of the valuable house and landed property in this suburb is sitnated.
6. Furthermore, the irrigation from the Mylapore tank on which the cultivation
of paddy lands in this suburb depends, is likewise affected by the sluices which have been
provided for its passage across the canal being often out of order and leaky. .
CAERS ' 7. We submit herewith a statement (Appendix A) shewing the income derived
:‘;“‘ 1 4 from our garden and paddy lands in the shape of rent before and subsequent to the excava-
S ' tion of this J anction Canal. From this it will be seen that, while the total rental of these
properties before amounted to Rs. 6,923, it is now only Rs. 044. The difference, ViZ.,

there is loss nob capable of being so estimated ; for, no account is kept of the produce used
for domestic consumption of kitchen and flower rdens and fruit trees attached to houses,
which are not leased out. S ‘

8 No doubt, so far as domestic requirements are concerned, the supply of Red Hills
water recently introduced may be said to supersede the need for wells ; bub very few house-
holders have service pipes sufficiently near their dwellings to command the use of Red Hills

water for all domestic purposes; the bulk of the son ie necessarily to & great extent
dependent on its wells. 1t is moreover to be observed, that water collecﬁed in & ‘snperﬁeia.l

reservoir and sent down over & considerable distance partly through an open channel and
partly through underground pipes can hardly be regarded so pure and wholesome a8
. spring water qrawn afresh from wells, Tte wells were the boast of Mylapore; many of

the well-to-do residents of the other divisions of the city used to obtain their drinking water

Rs. 5,979, constitutes onr 1oss in so far only as it is capable of being estimated in money; but
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APPENDIX B.

THE MADRAS MUNICIPALITY.

A Geseral Mpenine of the Municipal Commissioners was held on Wednesday 20th

December 1876 at twelve noon. There were present Mr. L. R. Burrows, Acting President,
the Rev. Dr. Strachan, Mr. Vencatramiah Garu, Mr. Vanugopaul Charlu, Mr. Soomasoondrum
Chettiar, Mr. B. Lovery, Mr. Rungiah Naidu, Colonel W. S, Drever, Mr. Theroovengada

Moodelly, Mr. C. Grant, Mz, Krishnamah Charriar and Mr. J. Hamnett.

rder of Government directing that the Junction Canal

The. sixth subject was an 0
be commenced as & Famine Relief Work.

between the Adyar and Cooum rivers

The President observed that as this was an important subject he would like to know

if the Commissioners had anything to say respecting it.

Dr. Strachan remarked that it would be pernicious and useless to carry out
this work. The water was not fit, for irrigation or domestic ase, and if the proposition should
be carried out, the fresh water wells in Mylapore would become quite brackish. It was there-
fore pernicious to open outa wirk which wonld do more harm than good. It wasalso a useless
measure- to' undertake the work. If 10,000 persons were to be engaged on the work, the
moment it is commenced some 40,000 thousands would come forward. In this over-crowded
city where disease and pestilence were staring us in the face, he did not think it wise or pru-
dent to proceed with the work. It was stated thab the object of the work was to bring food
into Madras. Dr. Strachan thought that this difficulty was overcowme by the establishment of
the South Indian Railway Company. The Canal would be a pestilential incubus upon the health

of the residents of Mylapore, and it would be neither useful nor ornamental.

~  The Rev.

Dr. Strachan remarked that cholera was rife now, and
fed daily. It was wrong in principle to bring more
proceeded with, he thought that things would come

Colonel Drever in seconding
that between 40 and 50,000 persons were
down into Madras, and if this work was
to a worse crisis. :

Mr. Krishnama Chariar also strongly deprecated the idea of opening out this work.
If this work was carried out, he considered that Madras would have a second Cooum, and

moreover he did not think that it would be a financial success.

Mr. Hamnett remarked that he did not think that the Commissioners should consider

the financial poiut of the undertaking. Government no doubt, he said, must have obtained

~ the advice of the proper officers on the subject, and they must also have had the opinion of the

Sanitary Officer.

3 Mr. Burrows said that there was no doubt that the Sanitary Officers | of Government
have given their views on the subject. The Commissio issioners would have been placed ina
report of tho Sanitary Offcer was communicated o then.  Viowing
stand-point, he considered that the work would be a deleterious one.
A nfluoutial petition was forwarded to Government by the inhabitants of Mylapore, and he

ded. Mr. Burrows thought that the canal

coh;idered that their objections were well grout 7
would be a bad thing for the town. 1t was then proposed by Rev. Dr. Stra chan, seconded by

Colonel Drever and carried i—

must
better position if the

from a non-professional

That the Commissioners desire with all deference to the Government to state their decided
opinion that the proposal to form a canal between the Adyar and Coowm rivers as & Pabine Bobisf
Work, is, in the highly insanitary condition of the city at present, a most hazardous and

inexpedient project, and they would earnestly :
3
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APPENDIX C.
HISTORY AND VALUE OF THE JUNCTION CANAL,

(As given in the Madras Mail when the cutting of the Junction Canal was decided upon).

i e ]

We have ascertained that the sudden resolution of the Madras Government to
commence, and carry sharply through, a canal of about four miles in length to join the Sadras
and Cochrane canals is nob regarded with approval by officers of the Department of Public
Works. The pressing necessity of finding work for the thousands of people who are friend-
less. homeless, and starving in the town, is denied by nobody ; but the work which has been
selected by the Government for their relief, will not, it is apprehended, yield any fair return
in any shape to the State. We have repeatedly had occasion to urge that the Government
should not be sa appalled by the trying circumstances of the moment, as to lose sight of the
importance uf obtaining some valuable result by their violation, under dire compulsion, of the
maxims of politico-economy. In all probability the distress resulting from failure of crops
will come to an end in six or seven months at the latest, and it is a matter of the first importance
that when the cost of combating famine is totalled, we may, with some degree of complacency,
regard the creation by famine expenditure of works likely to contribute to the well-being of
the country at large. The recent revelation by the Government of India of the critical state
of the Imperial finances, and the warlike outlook in Burope and Central Asia, prove that the
present is a singularly anfortunate time for the ocenrrence of famine ; but the very stringency
of the finances should warn the Government so to expend money in the relief of distress as
to achieve some permanent good for the country which may be accepted as a fair compensa-
tion for an unwelcome and untimely but unavoidable outlay.

Regarded not only as a relief work, but also as an undertaking affecting the eventual
well-being of the Presidency Town, the Junction Canal project has not much to commend it.
For two and twenty years has the proposal to effect the union of the canals been before the
Madras Government. The expenditure of time, ink, pens and paper in reporting upon it, has
been enormous, but the more it has been looked at, the less has it been liked. To Lieutenant
CHAMBERS, R. E., belongs the honor of having prepared the first of many surveys and estimates
for it. 'This officer was Superintendent in 1854 of the Sadras canal, and he proposed to carry
the Junction from Sadras to the Adyar, through the compound of the house now occupied by
Mg. Gusarvrae Row, and thence to Nungnmbaukum and the Cooum. His estimate was rupees
2,68,000 exclusive of compensation for damage to property. Captian CoLLYER, . E., followed
with a quiﬁcation of Lieutenant CraMpErs’ proposal, in view to avoiding the destruction of
valuable house property in Nungumbaukum, and suggestions were approved by Colonel
LAWFORD, R. ., Captian JOHNSON, R. E., and Lientenant SANKEY, B. B, Three years slipped away ;
much was written; nothing done. In January 1857, however, Colonel ArraUR Cortox, R E.,
by order of Government, reported upon the several proposals before them, and characteristi-
cally condemned them all. He urged that “whatever the cost may be, we ought to carry the
canal where it is wanted,” and with this truism as his motto, he proposed that the line of
canal should pass through Puan’s gardens at the Adyar, through the fields and gardens east
of MowsraY’s road, through the compound of the house lately occupied by Mr. Oxg, and now
by Colonel Hanns, on to Royapettah, passing the Club Chambers at Parrer’s gardens, through
the BEcus’s grounds, across the Mount Road by SHaw’s shop, and thence into the Coonm close
to the Mahomedan burial-ground., He advocated a high level canal, 10 feet above mean sea
level, provided with locks; and he proposed that water should be pumped intu it by a steam
engine as required. The estimated cost was rupees 2,93,000 including compensation for
damage to property. The Government ordered the Water Supply Committee to report npon
Colonel Corrox’s Report ; but a few days after the order was published, the Mutiny broke out,
and the Committee delegated their duty in the matter to Me. Kexneny, ¢. &, That gentleman
then prepared plans and estimates in accordance with Colonel Corrox’s suggestions, though

s &:1';.’ it

HENe s



he did himzelf not approve of the Colonel's h;gh
canal on the same line.

action wa taken.
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Two years more passed ; good deal more |

reporting went on, but ng
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new broom. To him the proposed
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tive by the construction of this connecting link which will be only 3 miles and 1,000 yard,
long.” “Itis not right that the State, that is the pablic, shoald ; .

: _ lose the benefit of iy
large previous outlay for waut of the small additional expenditure required to connect the
existing lines of navigation on the north and south of Madras.” Thereupon, the Governmaong
ordered Colonel Beui, their Chief Engineer, to prepare the NECessary wo
estimates for the projects referred to by the Governor “to be undertaken

: ; ! 8t the cost of iy
State, viz., the Janction Canal between the Coonm and Adyar, and the eamal from the
Medical College at the south-east end of Black Town to

the Light-house.” And w0 urgent
was Sir Oarnes TeeveLyan, that Colonel Brry was directed o report without w-itingﬁ.,
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official year.” His Excellency requested the “ general sanction” of the Government of India
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pending the sabmission of detailed estimntes,
proposal, but owing to their want of authority t
give sanction, referred it to the Home Government for orders.

In Jannary 1860, the detailed
plans were submitted by Mr, Kexseny together with an estimate of rupees 3,50.300, = The
Government being of opinion that “this work does not yield in importance to any that conld
be proposed, and that measures onght to be adopted to secure its early commencement,”
approved of the plans, and entered the estimate in their Budget of 1860-61. But Six Cuanres
Woon, Secretary of State, did not share Sig Ciagies Treveryas’s enthosiasm about the work,
for in February 1860 the former wrote :—

The Supreme Government approved of the

“I am not altogether convinced of the reality of the advantages expocted to acerne
from connecting the two canals, which enter Madras from the north and south.

cial purpose for which the canals were designed, vis., that of bringing

For the spe-
18 safficient that they should te

supplies to Madras, it
rminate at convenient points within or near the town. A
Junction Canal, uniting the terminal points, might be very serviceable to whatever throngh
traffic is carried on between the districts lying immediately to the north and south of Madras,
but there is nothing to show that any stich traffic exists of sufficient importance to warrant an
expenditure of three lacs of Rupees for its acco umodation, As, however, your Government

are unanimous in approving of the project, and as the Government of Tndin also regard it as
one which ought to be executed as soon as fands can be made available for it, T shall offer no
obstacle to its adoption. - It will be for you to determine whether the redinisite
spared from the amounts to be

Public Works.”

funds can be
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. ther projects. No ’s account, “the preparation
the water works and 0” ording to Mr. FRaseg's s ok st S
§ hen, according : L skilled labour for
of the famine of 1'866;} Wl 2 ;B hastened for the purpose gf.sn_pplymg u ;l o Tl e
plans of the Junctioh AL ¥ wd into Madras Bub it was aubscquently iisance, and the
fifople whe Welre exp§;h:f fresh water could be obtained, the canal would be a m1 :
unless an ample supp

i dedo”'
preparation of the plans was ordered to be suspen

in, famine approaches. Again, is “‘"fﬁ"}‘“"ﬁ“,’“ wa‘
thought o'?;:' :fn?;tsiﬁr:nﬁ;ingéléiﬁzmﬁf;ﬁ ge&zle&:t;z?;g;?::ﬁé
geus " i?sl:u::ﬁft:: ’uil;x:i!::l; the opeﬂing‘ of the canal asb;f‘:mmeu gﬁﬂ&lg :Y)f Mr
e that " The line to s v I Baiit
::t.‘:rfl:egii:?;;?lﬁ:: ::?aight;e:xﬁd- 1;1‘1:0:3:19 m m 42“::;:?‘;;; _ r;:mb:
ine shall not bo nearer the frout of the LSVORER P T o mmencement will also be
S e P e
it L o T e
e T T

, i RSt L e o
Fuasna'sestimate was Re. 502877 ho siated in hix report el gl LI
M’f'conveye‘l by the Sadras canal are WHIL Jeaves the Adyar river, opposite
of prod!we socoanuts, palm leaves, &e.” "1‘]:::015 :hm]? u?:& Mﬂrm 10 Yellapathamads
stone, rice; is carried throngh FUGH'S g e  thence to
the outlet of the S;ifcﬁn;; roud, seer tho howse vow. cosmpied By M STRY POE L
Barber’s Bridge road, through Kistnampet, across the 4

the Mylapore road,




the west side of the Hindoo burying ground, across the Trig; :
road and through Chepauk and Government Hoyge Parks iy Phicane dpaiy

to the Cooury, Aoross Progopyy

Lord NAPIER, in a Minute of the 25th May 1866, gave aluk

ject, which he says had been strongly recommended to his &tten:.wa"" sn?port to the Pro-
office. He was constrained to state that notwithstanding the great:n by his Predecessy in
on the subject, “we know what sort of a canal it should be; we kn“ccumula?.ion of
and we know that it will cost five lacs ;” but “ we still requi o h%' % g

be undertaken, and how it is to be paid for.” The proposed canal is‘: e‘h*!l' it Ought
the Government is in some degree directly interested with refercice m"::]ﬂct. m whigk
Salt, and to the supply of various public establishments with certain commod; : t!,‘.lns;x .ot
Lordship considered that as the interest of the work is undoubtedly logal il:l‘es : B“‘t his
as well as an Tmperial one, and, therefore, that “ before embodying any t,leﬁ:"t: h'iumcil"ll
on the project, the Government ought to take the opinion of the Municipal Co:n .Juflgmm.g
of the public.” Accordingly,—and we beg the particular attention of the Duke m;";;‘on and
HAM to this point—“ I propose,” said Lord Navier, “ that the papers now befope ((;0 R
on this question be communicated to the Municipal Commission, :

. and the Chamber
merce, and that they be laid on the Editor’s Table.” His Lordship’s suggestion wag
upon. The Municipal Commissioners refrained from expressing any opinion ag = acted

the advantages that the canal would afford, compared with the outlay and the incon;::;::er
it would cause, were such as to render the execution of the work desirable, bug t).:a
represented that the Municipality was not in a position to contribute to the nndertakingy,
The Government profited by the objections raised, and, on the 27th February 1871 recorded
that the “ project having now been fairly examined, and submitted to the judgment of those
most directly interested, and their opinion being adverse, it must be abandoned for the
present. The information which has been collected will doubtless be of use should the
subject be hereafter revived under more favonrable auspices.”

of Com-

It has now been revived under the auspices of the Duke of Buckinauam, but the
project has not been re-submitted to the judgment of “those most directly interested.” We
are, however, in a position to affirm that the project is disapproved by Engineers, by Sanitary
Officers, by House-owners, and by many who have given a dispassionate attention to the
subject. 'The chief objection to the canal i3 now, just as mnch as it was six years ago, that
“1t will eventunally lapse into the cloaca mazima of the southern, as the Cooum already is of
the central part of the town.” Tt will, in short, confer upon Triplicane, Mylapore, the Luz,
and Adyar the questionable blessing of having a minor Cooum not running through but in
their midst. It will possibly be useful in bringing a few cocoanuts and cadjans, and some
firewood to market, but if 25 per cent. be added to the estimate, the outlay will represent an
annual charge at only 5 percent. of Rs 2,600 per mensem in perpetaity, exclusive of the
charge for maintenance and cleansing. Since the scheme was started this oity has been

placed in communication with the north, north-west and west by means of the Madras
Railway, and with the south an sonth-west by the South India line. The town is no longer land-
locked, and it has yet to discover the need of a junction between its northern and southern canals,
No trade ever will pass from the northern canal into the southern, or vice versi

JIHHI no
passenger trafiic worth a moment’s consideration can be counted apon.

Commercially the
proposed Junction Canal will be valueless ; and if it cannot be shewn that it will * pay” it

ought not to be undertaken. But, when we view it as what it is sure to become, a flthy
stagnant sewer, passing through some of the poorest and most erowded gt ”'.'
town, we are entitled to ask the Government to reconsider their presen
amouuts simply to this, that an abiding mischief will

temporary employment may be found for starved-out ryots.

t resolution, which
be done to the town i order that

:\\vf(‘,\wla'\'_‘ 14 i! Aulll’ I|,q; no :”.!“. :
e v T} ava . g = e : . .
but ere the present Government rush in where seven previous Adminmistrations have

to tread, we would beg them to take heed Jest, by discounting the

relief, they render the last state of s et

" f::-.( o

future Lo seonre o mome niary
san the fbrwi'

APPENDIX D.
17th May 1896.

A public meeting of the citizens and landholders of the 8th Municipal Division was

idering the
held yesterday at 7 A. M., ab the Athenmum Hall, Mylapore, for the purpose of considering

y : e
inconveniences and discomforts cansed by the Buckingham canal and for ta.:lng aIc ;:nar

medy them.  There was a fairly large gathering and the Hon’ble Mr. V. Bhashyam lyengar,
reme .

" ¢.1.8., was in the chair.

:ne the notice convening the meeting, spoke in
. R. Ramanapsa Iver, after reading t. . . |
T'amil in xrard to the history of the Canal. He said that the junction Canal was :Zif'a:tﬁxi
i u’Tt;76 as f famine relief work, at a cost of 20 lakhs of rupees. Befol';)3 t.h: days g 11 nz v
W , i ana
dyar in the South and the Cochrane
i he Sadras Cannal ended at the Ady :
;}(::;;l: s(:;op:ed at the Central Station. In those days the Govemm;n: }éa(: the sal; ni;r:ieh:g
1d not be sent to the Salt Cotaurs. =
i . The salt brought to the Adyar cou : Bol
:;tsa].l zrl:g;ge in the policy of Government now there was no more necessity »forhbngfu‘:i ﬁ;
f:om one place to another. In 1866 an attempt had been m.a.de to connect t ero tes: A
North Canals by means of the present junction Canal ; bmwxn.g t;o8 ;l‘;et;trc;:ﬁi ,f:pﬁ bt 4
i ¥ had been abandoned. hen in e 8 .
residents of Mylapore the attempt | e
again by the Duke of Buckingham the people of “My!apore strongly [:ir:;ested n:s;:;suslmcﬁu-
Madras Municipality was also unanimonsly against it a.nd for.wa.rde his u s thé =i
tion to the Gowernment :— That the Commissioners desire vntlé all lde;:;;cz - Adym- =
' i i ini to form a Cana !
ment to state their decided opinion that the proposal m gL s AT
i i i is, in the highly insanitary condition o ;
Cooum rivers as a Famine Relief Work is, in : ‘ S
'present, a most hazardous and an inexpedient project, and they would eaﬂfestly nrfz ;a idﬂmgb
finally abandoned,” When a deputation waited upon the D‘::li ofﬁkmghamonld Bix be Bpoﬂea,
ive ;  that their well-waters would ‘ &
he would undertake to give them the assurance that their : At
'1;13 speaker then proceeded to give instances in which owing to the percohbm; f;lhe (Z;t:;
water into the wells and lands, the lands had cease: : d to yield any crop, ax; 1{, 4 ﬁ;m
deteriorated in value. . The Canal was not a source of profit to the Governmen t - e
lassed under non-remunerative works. Annually three lakhs of rupees were spen, »t, 4
:t:;lishmenb and only Rs. 70,000 was the income out of it. No salt, either Government or p
vate, was'now carried by means of the Canal. : £ | 2
; Mr. V.C. DrsikA CHARIAR, B. A, B.L., spoke of the Canal s a source oi 1'(1-1:;1&11 to
the people. Even though the pipe system had been introduced, ioiid people,ont g;ﬂ mwé%
or some other objection continued to use well-water. Bafo’re_ }ha ?p?nmg of t,:h_e CRagt e
was not a single case of elephantiasis in Mylapore but now it had become very P

: s . \ - &gl ek e "_.,‘"",,.—.fi,-' m ;
Triplicane and Chintadripet sewage was diverted into the Buckingham Canal thro Kgﬁ te

connection with the Cooum. Owing to the absence of running drnnamnyhpummefu R

that neighbourhood was also let into the Canal. Wells sunk recently became brac] 1 owing

to the percolation from the Canal. The Hon’ble Mr. Bhashyam Iyengar some years agoiiﬂ ‘

bought a piece of land for gardening. When it was ‘bought, it was solely because ﬁwﬁl 3

. ! | , raised on it in spite of the lavish expendi-
land. But now no crop of any sort W“‘ab_“ ity Sdoml et e N L
ﬁ:::o:nits improvement. This was due torthe presence of tha(}dnal w" m?ﬂ?end "A.'t: of
time the Canal was opened, all except the Govér.nmenﬁ, "‘m"Pp dued to it. 1 v'-'-%q’“mglli.‘m
the opening of this junction Canal had been te&onmderedr S :nhm sta gi@ﬁ:':‘bioﬁw LR
kingham’s time, and on eachofthm'womb'f“__ e ot e RS o
‘i);:r‘:ticaﬁ)ility and uselessness of the scheme. TIn ?pg:o the ep::l:;?;:ifmmﬁ@ ;h ?g:nei's

ST ' Buckingham’s Government said :—* The '

ing of the junction the Duke of Bu han diid o fo sy T Y
g D g et
e e anal, but shall bo diverted into the natural drainagos which now receive i B¢
mhi h will be carried under the Canal. The 1mga$mn mppiy!ﬂom thel(ﬁﬂp:e it

t‘:tnl:s where intercepted by it will also be carefully provided for, il ity o

will be taken against the water-supply or level of their wells"bemg g wgﬂg* ;

- ' o R
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e o=

The alternative route suggested by the petitioners was fully considered some years since, us

well as some other suggested lines, and was thrown out on professional grounds—which deci

sion the recent consideration confirms”” Both these promises remained unfulfilled. The

Canal was not used for any useful parpose, and the following remark which the Madras Mail
made then in an article on the history and value of the junetion Canal! had only become too
true :—“ 1t will, in short, confer npon Triplicane, Mylapore, the Luz and Adyar the question.
able blessing of having a minor Cooum not running throngh, but in their midst, It will
possibly be useful in bringing a few cocoanuts and cadjans, and some firewood to market,
but if 25 per cent. be added to the estimate, the outlay will represent an annual charge at
only 5 per cent. of Rs. 2,600 per mensem in perpetuity, exclusive of the charge for maintenence

and cleansing.” FKven the then Secretary of State to whom our appeal had been made was
not convinced of the usefnlness of the undertaking, but, in agreeing reluctantly with this
Government, remarked as follows :—=¢

‘Tam not altogether convinced of the reality of the
advantages expected to acerue from connecting the two canals, which enter Madras
from the North and South. For the special purpose for which the Canals were designed,
viz, that of bringing supplies to Madras, it is snfficient that they should terminate at
convenient points within or near the town. A janction Canal, uniting  the termina)
points, migh.t. be very serviceable to whatever throngh traffic is carried on between the Dis.
tricts lying immediately to the North and South of Madras, but there is nothing to show that
any such traffic exists of sufficient importance to warrant an expenditure of three Taks of
Rupees for its accommodation., As, however, your Government Are UnAnimons in approving
of the project, and as the Government of Tudia also regard it as one which ought to be exe.
cuted as soon as funds can be made available for it, T shall offer no obstacle to its i
Tt will be for yon to determine whether the requisite funds can be spared from the amounts to
be hereafter annually placed at your disposal for expenditure on Pablic Works.” My,
Chari then moved “That in the opinion of this meeting it is necessary to take action
move the Government of Madras earnestly praying to close up what is known as the
ham Canal, being the junction Canal between the Adyar and the Barbers’
injurious both to the health of the Myla

pore public and to the caltivation
garden lands situate within a radius of two furlongs on either
of the Canal percolating into wells in the houses and

Mkg.
and carried.

and
Bucking.
WBG, s heing
of the extonsive

side of it by the brackish water
in the gardens.””

M. Samivavna Moonriry seconded the Resslution which was put to the mecting

Mg. C. Sampian Currry next proposed. “That the following gentlemen do form
Committee with power to add to their namber,

for collecting the necessary information and
for submitting a Memorial to Government setting forth all the grievances :—The Hon'ble V,
Bhashyam Iyengar, P. Chentsal Rao, Dewan Bahadur R. Raghunatha Rao, T. Murugesa
Moodelliar, T. R. Ramanadha Iyer, P. Iyasawmy Moodelliar, T. Ramachendes Rao, M. N,
Narayanasawmy Moodeliar, C. Sambiah Chetty, Rai Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariar,

T. Parthasarathy Iyengrr, V. Krishnasawmy Iyer, V C. Desika Chariar, M. Swaminatha
Moodeliar, (Seeretary). Carried.

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chairman.

G. RAMASAWMY CRETTY AKD Co,, PRIN)ERS, MADRAS,
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