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Communicating to the Famine Commissioner letter from the Government of India

forwarding for information a Circnlp‘ issued by the Government of the North-Western

- Provinces and Oudh on the subject of making provision wherever necessary for relief workers
as soon as the rains set in, : .
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In cases where, as in South Allahabad, - the system of numerous small village I
giving employment to labourers at their own homes is likely to retain on relief works persy
who could be employed on field labour, the system must be entirely and promptly abandon
The circumstances which called that system into existence, wiz., scarcity of water and the
consequent liability of large masses of workers to cholera, will have been altogether changed
when the rains break. Accordingly labourers for whom relief work has to be found should
be again concentrated on large works whereby a distance and residence test can be imposed.

Where the number seeking employment is inconsiderable, works should* be elosed and
any residnum which may remain should be received in poorhouses, where employment of a

e e e

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
k . " suitable nature should be provided and a labour task strictly imposed. In special cases
REVENUE D EPARTMENT, A village relief can be expanded for a limited time.

3 : It is believed that with the assistance they have already received from Government and

St ; - : the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund the vast mass of the people now on works will be

| Reap— i ‘ able to put out their kharif crops and support themselves, till the early grain is ready, from

EAD—the following letter from T, W, HOLDERNRESS Esq., 1.0.5,, Deputy ] their own resources, aided by their zamindérs and the traders who usually finance them.

Secx:etary to the Government of India, Depax;tn;ent of l"\'.lc;v.t,mue‘ and ' ' : - Cases of difficulty can be met by tagdivi advances or by a careful and limited extension of
Agriculture (Famine), to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, ‘ village relief. i
Revenge Department, dated Simla, the 8th July 1897, No. 22-F..172.2. ‘ A great deal will depend on the movement of pricelal.f If the;e rle'l? substantially, it will s
irec : i : ; be possible to exercise a much freer hand in reducing all forms of relief. e

I am directed to forward for the information of the Governor in Coureil a : ’ 4. Your reply to the questions raised in paragraph 2 should reach this office not later

‘ than 20th June. His Honor will, if necossary, confer with yourself and the divisional staff

copy of a Circular No. 1208-8-181, dated the 27th May 1897, issued by the
Govqrr‘u‘nent.of the N_'orth-\Vestern Provinces and Oudh to‘nll’ Commiq%i.?mér%
of Divisions in the United Provinces on the subject of makin rovision wherever

necessary for relief workers 48 soon as the raings set in, T

on the subjeet early in July.

1209

Excrosons, ( .
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From the Secretary to Government, N,.W, Provinces and Oudh, to all Commis-
; Drovi ; ~ d
sioners of Divisions, N.-W. Proy inces and Qudh (except Meerut and Cory forwarded to the Secretary to this Government, Public Works Department, forl

Kumaun Divisions), No. 1208-S.131 of 1897, duted Naini Tal, the 27th o information.

. May 1897.
P " 1 am directed to address you on the subject of making provision wherever necessary for : 5 WRIGHT -
| | ?r ' : . . 1
| Under Secy. to Govt., N.-W., P. and Qudh.

By order, &ec.,

ef workers as sbon as the rains set jn.
2. Inm all districts where distress is not severe it may be expected that th wi
... return to their homes as so as the advent of the rains re—openg) field work a:a‘:-%:ke:: z;lel
”’i\f‘,‘vf deémand for agricaltural laBdu In these cases the question will settle itself. But in the
~ region of acute distress it is possible that a proportion of the workers may remain, and that it o
to find employment for them. Works Dow in progress, which consist: = ‘ OrpEr—No. 597 dated 20th July 1897.
¥ 2

may be ne sga«riy
almost exclusively of earthwo¥k on roads and tanks, will usually become impracticable in the
rainy season, and where employment is required some other sort of work will have to be s : ' | s Gl . ﬁ
devisod, Inthe Allahabad district, for instance, quarrying, breaking and_stacking road ; ; : Communicated to the Famine C ,
. ' (True Extract.)

metal hag been projected and appears suitable. You are requested to comsider and report
for each district either declared distressed or under observation whether, in the first place,

any relief workers are likely to require employment after the opening of the rains. 'The .
gr&‘nds of the opinion should be stated, and an estimate given of the probable numbers, if / :
the character and locality of the suitable : ; Ag. Secretary to Governmen.

rming your conelusions you should consult
Department, and their views, if divergent
from your own, should be noted, You should also have regard to the remarks made in : -

aragraph 12 of the Kesolution, Nos 39458 , dated 20th October 1896, recorded by the ‘
’Eientenant-@overnor on the relief operdtions in Bundelkhand last year, and published in the

Government Gazette of the 24th Octobor 1896,
3. A few general principles may here be indi
Chief Commissioner would wish to see observed,

No inducement should be offered to persons to remain on reliof works.
hey should be encouraged and assisted to return to their homes and engage in the prepara-

£ "%ions for the kharif harvest, on which everything will now depend.

To this end it may be desirable to increase tasks and stiffen rates when the rains are 2 - -
imminent, in order to weed out those who are not depgadant on reljef works for their absolute e : e

subsistence,

any. Should it be necessary to provide work,
projects should be decided and stated. Before fo
Distriet Officers and officials of the Public Works

cated which the Lieutenant-(}oyernor and

% To
On the contrary, : ; The Famine Commissioner. i I
% Copy to the Public Works Depariment.




Enclosures

Spare copies

i & e
“« //fs:&:eo:e4_

Communicaiging to the Faming Commissioner letter from ¢ Government of India
forwarding for Information a Cj issued by the Government of the North-Western
Provinces and Oudh on the subject of making Provision
as soon as the rains set in,

whereyer necessary for reljef Wworkers
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

REVENUR DEPARTMENT

M

Ruap—the following letter f r
Sect'etal" to t} rom P- ‘V. HOIJDERNEL‘\ ]
Agriolgs (Famine) 1yt s 1210, Doparisont gt i, DOP1
evenue Department, dated Simla, theyB:l(; Jt \l:l(; (fgggmﬁmngz oFf‘ e
I am directed t : i s Sl ety
00 of ‘& Oircalar (I)\If)orvlvg(r)‘g-gw the information of the G i -
Government of the N(')rth-Wes.tlm’ datefi the 27t} May olvgggor. i
of Divisions in the Uniteg Provincl;:; Onrzl»;;nces and Oudh to g1 'ss:lfr(xlis?iﬁng;s

necessary f i : subje 4 il
y for relief workers as soon as the rainsJ s(;tt’; (i);fl making provisjon wherever

Excrosups,

From the Secretary to Govern
. I L ment N'-Wo i
sioners of Divisions, N..W. vail,:zg:";‘,’f; an% Oudh, to all Commis-
u

Kumaun Divisions » No. 1208.9.1¢ h (ex
May 1897. » No- 1208.8.01 of Hne dated(N:fnpitwﬁileiﬁétz??ff
b

relief workers as soon as the rains set in, erever necessary for

2. In all districts where Qdistress is not severe i
T 1t may be ex
2 5 : soon as the advent of the rains x}-'e-cpens eg:?él that the Workers will
emand for agricultural labour. In these cases the question i sebzlv ork aud rencws the
e 1itself,

region of acute distress it is possible that a proportion of th,
. T8 o w ma :
» may bdnecessary to find employment for them. Works not".:kie:spmg:e ";; and that it
€88, whi

almost exclusively of earthwork on roads and tanks, will ;
rainy season, and where employment is required somo (?t;sl::;“%oxl')be cg;n :v m::pm.cﬁcable in the
devised. In the Allahabad district, for instance, quarrying, breaki el be
metal has been projected and appears sunitable. Yoa are requ’ested tong . S cking roud
for eacl_x district either declared distressed or under observation whebhe(i-oni;lizr "nd roport
any relief Wm-kers_ are likely to require employment after the opening <;f the S plf.‘ce,
grounds of the opiniou should be stated, and an estimate given of the probable z;la;nsl.) e
any. Should it be necessary to provide work, the character and locality of the Y::u?tml;llf
projects should be decided and stated. Before forming your conclusions you should colna l:
District Officers and officials of the Public Works Depuartment, and their views, if diver s;nt
from your own, should be mnoted. You should also have regard to the remarks madg in
paragraph 12 of the ‘Kesolution, No. 3945S , dated 20th October 1896 recorded by the
Lieutenant-Governor on the relief operations in Bundelkhand Jast year and ublished yl ‘l :
Government Gazette of the 24th October 1806, : L e
3. A few general principles may here be indicated which the Lieutenant-Governor and
Chief Commissioner would wish to see observed,

No inducement should be offered to persons to remain on reljef works. On the contrary
they should be encouraged and assisted to return to their homes and engage in the prepara.’
tions for the kharif harvest, on which everything will now depend.

To this end it may be desirable to increase tasks and stiffen rates when the rains are
imminent, in order to weed out those who are not dependant on relief works for their absolute

subsjstence.
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No. 597, 20t Jury 1897. i 3
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In cases where, as in South Allahabad, the system of numerous small village works
giving employment to labourers at their own homes is likely to retain on relief works persons
who could be employed on field labour, the system must be entirely and promptly abandoned.
The circumstances which called that system into existence, viz., scarcity of water and the
consequent liability of large masses of workers to cholera, will have been altogether changed
when the rains break., Accordingly labourers for whom relief work has to be found should
be again concentrated on large works whereby a distance and residence test can be imposed.

Where the number seeking employment is inconsiderable, works should be closed and
any residnum which may remain should be received in poorhouses, where employment of a
suitable nature should be provided and a labour task strictly imposed. In special cases
village relief can be expanded for a limited time.

It is believed that with the assistance they have already received from Government and
the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund the vast mass of the people now on works will be
able to put ont their kharif crops and support themselves, till the early grain is ready, from
their own resources, aided by their zamindérs and the traders who usually finance them.
Cases of difficulty can be met by fagdvi advances or by a careful and limited extension of

village relief.
A great deal will depend on the movement of prices. If these relax substantially, it will
be possible to exercise a much freer hand in reducing all forms of relief.

Your reply to the questions raised in paragraph 2 should reach this office not later

4, o v
His Honor will, if necessary, confer with yourself and the divisional staff

than 20th June. s
on the subject early in July.

1209
Now s

Copy forwarded to the Secretary to this Government, Public Works Department, for
information.
By order, &c.,
H. N. WRIGHT,
Under Secy. to Govt., N.-W. P. and Oudh.

Orprr—No. 597, dated 20th July 1897.
Communicated to the Famine Commissioner.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. STOKES,
- Ag. Secretary to Government.

To
The Famine Commissioner.
Copy to the Pablic Works Department.

130 copies,
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abad, the system of numerous smﬁ.llf villige works
s : t their own homes is likely to retain on relief works persons
gl}:’mg elltli];{}g}e[;enlz tgdl ?;f‘;i?i;sl:bour, the system must be entirely and promptly abandoned.
)‘:1 y o= mucgs v);hich called that system Into existence, viz., scarcity of water and the
et cxrcumi- bility of large masses of workers to cholera, will have been altogether changed
consequent lia breik Accordingly labourers for whom relief work has to be found should
;vhen ;izeczﬁzsntmteé on large works whereby a distance and residence test can be imposed.
e ; ber seeking employment is inconsiderable, works should be closed and
W h(;ere the Ef"’l’]‘ may remain should be received in poorhouses, where employment of a
an{ !{5‘2 nl“;lélr::-ewsl:;uld be provided and a labour task strictly imposed. In special cases
suita : A ;
village relief can be expan ed for a limited time. : ‘ .
s believed that with the assistance they have already received from Government an
the If,tdiin ;‘f;?ne Charitable Relief Fund the vast mass of the people now on works will be

. : themselves, till the early grain is ready, from
:}l:l? %o pus ont the;r Kharif crops snd "Ppéﬁs a.;i!c]l1 the traders who usually finance thein,
eir Own resources,

C { difficulty mfg?,dmlé{ lt;?eti;qc;:;n;dvances or by a careful and limited extension of
ases of di :
village relief. : sl it will
. t of prices, If these relax substantially, it wi
A great deal will depend on tl;aht:gsei!:?e d?zcirl)lg i e o ler

be Possible to exerciso a much e 9 should reach this office not later

: ised in paragraph wrd
1 42-0 hYg"" 'eplﬁit: ﬁﬁ:gf ?i%ﬂ; :ae::si;:y? coligferpwith yourself and the divisional staff
than 20th Jane.

on the subject early in July.

In cases where, as in South Allah

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

i il

Reap—the following letter fr. :
Stirotary 1o ths Go::;nT' . HOLDERNESS, Esq., 1.0.s,, Deputy

: ! ment of Indi
%grlculture (Famine), to th Secretar}a’tonEar&mem of Revenue and
evenue Department, € overnment of Madras,

dated Simla, the 8¢h July 1897, No. 22-F.-172-2,
i I am directed to forward for the i
copy of a Circular No. 1208-8.131 dated th
Government of the North-Western ity
of Divisions in the United Provinces o
necessary for relief workers as soon a

f the Governor in Courcil a

n the subject of m
s the raing set in,

Excrosurg, 1209

No. 57+
From the Secretary to Government, N.-W. Provinces and 0 8181

g sioners of Divisions, N.-W. Provine udh, to all Commis.
Kumaun Divisions), No. 1208.3.131953&%%7?32%‘6 d(?GPRt‘Meerut and
May 1897. . aini Tal, the 27th

; “i *?dﬁﬁlmw& to address you on the subject of making provision
relief workers as soon as the rains set in.

s w20 In alldistrictsgvhere distress is not severe it may be ex : T :
. %ﬂﬁ%%eir msﬁb;?sobn”i the advent of the rains x)"e-opens eg:'l,g %::k"b‘::a‘!”k”“ will
L demand for agricultural labour. In these cases the question will settle ifself. re%zv!! e
™ refiontdf &dstress it is possible that a proportion of the workers may remain, and &?«e :
BLE ay be necessary to find employment for them. Works now in progress, ﬁﬁiﬁ“ﬁ cmm::
" &most exclusively of earthwork on roads and tanks, will usually become impracticable in th
rainy season, and where employment is required some other sort of work will have to be

devised, In the Allahabad district, for instance, quarrying, breaking and stacking road
metal has been projected and appears suitable. You are requested to consider and report
for each district either declared distressed or under observation whether, in the first place,
any relief workers are likely to require employment after the opening of the rains. The
grounds of the opinion should be stated, and an estimate given of the probable numbers, if
any. - Should it be necessary tosprovide work, the character and locality of the suitable

rojects should be decided and ‘stated. Before forming your conclusions you should consult

istrict Officers and officials of the Public Works Department, and their views, if divergent
from your own, should be mnoted. You should also have regard to the remarks made in
paragraph 12 of the Kesolution, No. 39458, dated 20th Uctober 1896, recorded by the
Lieutenant-Governor on the relief operations in Bundelkhand last year, and published in the
Government Gazette of the 24th October 1896.

3. A few general principles may here be indicated which the Lieutenant-Governor and
Chief Commissioner would wish to see observed. ;

Public Works Department, for

-

Copy forwarded to the Secretary to this ‘Government,

information.

By order, &e.,

H. N. WRIGHT,

wherever necessary for |
’ e Under Secy. to Govt., N.-W. P. and Qudh.

e ameneliar——

Ozora—No. 597, dated 20th July 1897
Communicated to the Famine Commissioner.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

p B2

To : ; ‘
The Famine Commissioner.

No inducement should be offered to persons to remain on relief works. On the contrary, ‘
Copy to the Public Works Department. .

they should be encouraged and assisted to return to their homes and engage in the prepara-
tions for the kharif harvest, on which everything will now depend, :

To this end it may be desirable to increase tasks and stiffen rates when the rains are
imminent, in order to weed out those who are not dependant on reliof works for their absolute
subsistence. :
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