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Famine Relief Estimates, Famine Tools, &.

: Recording, with remark, the report from the Secretary to Government, Public Works
~ Department, and the Third Member of the Board of Revenue on ~ in the Chingleput distriet.
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Reap—the following letter from the Hon’ble Colonel D. |
ment, and H. M. WINTERBOTHAM, sq.,
Revenue, to the Secretary to Government, R
Cuddalore, 19th Iqu?BQ7;‘W*GQLh;%:-,a:.; o s
In continuation of our letter F., dated 15 ﬂ:n;: tﬁéhy{éjﬁb
the following report regarding the district of Chingleput. odit ey il
1. Mr. Murdoch, the Acting Collector, has been in charge since the middle of
September last, and has over two years’ acquaintance with the district. We met him
and the Executive Engineer at Saidapet on June 18th ; the Superint ehding Engineer
was unable to attend owing to illness,. =~ a7 5y Mk ‘
2. General condition of the district.—On an average of 25 years the district reccives
19 inches of rain in the south-west monsoon and 2552 inches in the north-east
monsoon, total 44:52 inches. In 1896, the district average shows 1377 inches up to
September 30th and 42:24_inches after that date, total 56 Tnches, or 113 inehes moro
than the average. The rainfall was short till the middle of November and was subse-
quently excessive. We gather that on the whole the general outturn of wet and dry
crops Was probably not much below the average, though, owing to the failure of rain
in Detober,th yied of the carly dry orop was pose. |
3. Rainfall in 1897.—The district is not at ull dependent on rain falling in April,
May and June. In April last the district average was 0:16.0f an inch; aud in May
0:84 of aninch. This latter average has only been reached in two years out of {
last ten. : e Loadi 961 bowias O8O 2 S dee 2t
There have been good showers in most parts of the district in ﬁhe;igir;éixt ;fm b
Lol and, so far, prospects are normal and encouraging. = There is a good supply of wate:
TR ’iﬁ most of ﬂle‘big. tanks; Ji C p . 18 ¥ a4 ;J.'.'v:.’jhﬁ r};"{).}{?)ﬁ@é L
‘' The wet area already cultivated (15,400 acres) is nearly twice as great
(8,000 acres). The dry area sown (2,400 acres) is much lesst,bun,ﬂx f
acres), but is in excess of 1895-96, when the rainfall was normal. he
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months are July, August, Séptember and Oetober, e
4. Prices—The following statement shows the prices of thgg’hd 00

¢

the week ending June 12th as compared with the normal, wa
rates :— : ' 3
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» dearer than the warning rate,
affected distriots has naturally kept up the price of ragi, but
the scarcity rate.
ts of grain.—Since the middle of February 1897 up to June
grain have been imported by rail, and 125,537 maunds have
onth past the exports have been about 8,000 maunds a week.
of the exports by road into the city of Madras, which the
surrounds on three sides; nor of the road traffic with the
listricts, and no useful information regarding the flow of grain into and
brict can therefore be given. The district is so situated that any quan-
can be thrown into it or carried from it by rail, road and canal in a
dgoeﬁo'évidenm of distress in the heart or the suburbs of Madras City,
1€ ﬁiat there is no part of ‘the district where any portion of the agri-
- cultural or artizan classes stands in need of relief, or would engage on relief works
"}' Fami 5"?%@?.27“@:.——%9 famine programme includes works the assumed
hich is Rs. 20,85,857, or sufficient to give employment to 22-94 per cent. of
on for three months.
netioned estimates which were laid before us amount to Rs. 8,21,587, but

: ; ollowing leduction must be made from this—Rs. 10,418 on account of Madras
jwmtét-wo _adii;;fibutio_p; this work has been ordered to be held in abeyance pending
~ the settlement of the quantity of water required by the municipality. Out of Rupees

- 11,725 entered for eleven major works in the Tiruvalldr taluk only Rs. 5,359 is avail-
‘able for famine, the balance of the estimate being for masonry works and compensation :
‘and out of Rs. 28,785 entered for tank restoration scheme minor irrigation works,
y Rs. 10,180 is available for famine for the same reason. In the Madurintakam
aluk, out of Rs. 7,080 entered for the Kinar tank, only Rs. 2,805 is available for
- famine, and out of Rs. 16,200 entered against major irrigation works only Rs. 13,000
‘are available owing to the omission of masonry works and compensation.
~ Therefore out of Rs. 8,221,587, only the sum of Rs. 7,78,723 is available for
«ﬂﬁﬁ@diate'eiecution by famine labour ; this would give employment to 86 per cent.
of the population for three months. :

S 48 The sanctioned works in the programme may be divided as follows :—

Nody bkt . RS.
_ Irrigation works, Public Works Department ’ 7 e 1,09,214
New roads ... (‘ toa AR
~ Road repairs . i 5,72,139
~ Miscellaneous -7 ou S LD 97,370
% Total ..  7,78,723

. The item under miscellaneous is the Conjeeveram water-supply, and it is doubtful
_if this is a suitable relief work ; but all the others will do well for the employment of
- famine labour. :

; There are besides estimates to the amount of Rs. 4,91,686 for roads and irrigation
works stated to be ready ; we saw a considerable number of these and they only require
to be sanetioned.

There would then be estimates to the amount of Rs. 7,78,723 4 Rs. 4,91,686 or
Rs. 12,70,409 ready and these would give employment to 12-2 per cent. of the popu-
lation for three months, and this, we are of opinion, is ample unless there is a failure
of the north-east monsoon in addition to that of the south-west.

Lstimates amounting to Rs. 1,42,698 for simple works are also stated to be ready,
but we were unable to see them. Gt

where, prices rose suddenly on the failure of the
the second week of November, when the district
consumed in this district) was 937 seers per rupee.
aber prices fell, and the warning rate for rice was not




There is absolutely no work of magnitude on which large bodies

be massed ; but there 1s one work costing Rs. 40,000 which is nof inel ’
programme and this would be eminendly suitable for famine relief, that is,

Bangaru channel. e
We are given to understand that the South Indian Railway Company is contes
plating doubling the line from Madras to Chingleput ; the earthwork and collecti:
ballast for this work would form a most exeellent relief work, and would give employ
ment to a very large number of coolies for a considerable time, e

9. Tools.—The famine tools are stored at St. Thomas’ Mouni,‘.:gnd as they htve 1
been lately personally counted and examined by the Executive Engineer, we thought
it unnecessary to see them ourselves, more especially as the numbers are very small,

consisting of — ; e -
Mamooties e e .ee “es e ) PR "o 6’4(” ; »
me-bn" see wes "o e e e ed .es sm 7
Pickaxes L i ses G 745 ;7 %

These agree almost exactly with the numbers given in the statement printed
with reference to G.O., No. 3116-W, dated 2nd December 1893, with the exceptivn
of the number of mamooties in which there is an error of a eypher in the printed
statement, as it should be 6,400 instead of 64,000.

The Executive Engineer reports that the tools are serviceable, though some of
them are old. The stock is quite inadequate to meet requirements in the case of a
famine, and we recommend that the scale should be the same as that we proposed for
the Kistna district.

10. Establishment.—Owing to withdrawals for famine the sanctioned strength of
L upper subordinates has been reduced from nine to five and two of those left are
warned for famine duty.

Orper—No. 529, Revenue, dated 3rd July 1897.

Recorded.

2. The Board of Revenue is re-

* : quested to expedite the report called for
in G.O., No. 2655, dated 25tb May 1897, rding famine tools. e ¢ ¥ o

(True Extract.)

Miscellaneous. '

&

for Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Famine Commissioner.
»» the Public Works Departmen
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Reap—the following letter frox; ﬁﬁle "H_dﬁ?ﬁ!éto
Chief Engineer and Secretary to Goverr
ment, andgllli M. WINTERBOTHAM, Hsq.
Revenue, to the Secretary to Governm nt, R
Cuddalore, 19th June 1897, letter Gi— s et

In continuation of our letter F., dated 15th June, we have the
the following report regarding the district of Chingleput. ’
1. Mr. Murdoch, the Acting Collector, has been in charge W%*

September last, and has over two years’ acquaintance with ‘the'di!(riy;.

and the Executive Engineer at Saidapet on June 18th; the Superintending

was unable to attend owing to illness. CpRel o Rt

2. General condition of the district.—On an average of 25 years the distric

Oi YR g:

19 inches of rain in the south-west monsoon and 25-52 ‘inches in the north-east
monsoon, total 44-52 inches. In 1896, the district average shows 18-77 inches up to
September 30th and 42-24 inches after that date, total 56 inches, or 113 inches more
than the average. The rainfall was short till the middle of November and was subse-
quently excessive. We gather that on the whole the general outturn of wet and dry

crops was probably not much below the average, though, owing to the failure of rain
in October, the yield of the early dry erops was poor. : T e g

: R : : ’P\dj trict is not at all dependent on rain falling in April,
3 !Mfy i‘ﬁd’ J ﬁ e. I %n Ep§ last B&district average was 0-16 of an inch, and in ng’"
0-84 of an inch. This latter average has only been reached in two years out of the

» %ﬁ:ﬁ%&:ﬁf’é@d showers in most parts of the district in the current month,
and, so far, prospects are l and encouraging. There is a good supply of water :

in most of the, lg&ks- e it g
The wet area already cultivated (15,400 acres) is nearly twice as great as usual

voa but is in excess of 1895-96, when the rainfall was normal., The great sowing
months are July, August, September and October.

; 4. Prices.—The following statement shows the prices of the chief food-grains for
. the week jnding June 12th as compared with the normal, warning and scarcity

4 g 3
aﬁ Prices in imperial seers of 30 tolas of
& Rice.

ek Normal

Warning.

(8,000 anri).,.. /The dry area sown (2,400 acres) is much less than the average (13,000
.

£}
o
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ached till the end of May,
It is now only a trifle dearer than the warning rate.

. Thedemand in the affected districts has naturally kept up the price of ragi, but
1t8 price is nowhere near the scareity rate.

5. Exports and imports of grain.—Since the middle of February 1897 up to June
- 5th, 15,734 maunds of grain have been imported by rail, and 125,537 maunds have
~ been exported. For a month past the exports have been about 8,000 maunds a week.

~ There is no record of the exports by road into the city of Madras, which the
. Chingleput district surrounds on three sides ; mor of the road traffic with the
- surrounding districts, and no useful information regarding the flow of grain into and
- out of the district can therefore be given. The district 1s so situated that any quan-

tity of grain can be thrown into it or carried from it by rail, road and canal in a
very short time.

- 6. We see no evidences of distress in the heart or the suburbs of Madras City,
and are informed that there is no part of the district where any portion of the agri-
cultural or artizan classes stands in need of relief, or would engage on relief works
at a famine wage. ~
1. Famine programme.—The famine programme includes works the assumed
cost of which is Rs. 20,85,857, or sufficient to give employment to 22-94 per cent. of
the population for three months. &

The sauctioned estimates which were laid before us amount to Rs. 8,21,587, but
the following deduction must be made from this— Rs, 10,418 on account of Madras
water-works distribution ; this work has been ordered to be held in abeyance pending
the settlement of the quantity of water required by the municipality. Out of Rupees
11,725 entered for eleven major works in the Tiruvalldr taluk only Rs. 5,359 is ayail-
able for famine, the balance of the estimate being for masonry works and compensation ;
and out of Rs. 28,785 entered for tank restoration scheme minor irrigation WOI’ks:
only Rs. 10,180 is available for famine for the same reason. In the Madurdntakam
taluk, out of Rs. 7,080 entered for the Kinar tank, only Rs. 2,805 is available for
famine, and out of Rs. 16,200 entered against major irrigation works only Rs. 13,000
are available owing to the omission of masonry works and compensation.

Therefore out of Rs. 8,21,587, only the sum of Rs. 7,78,728 is available for

immediate execution by famine labour ; this would give employment to 8-6 per cent,
of the population for three months.

§. The sanctioned works in the programme may be divided as follows :—

Bs.
. 1,09,214

Irrigation works, Public Works Departm
New roads ...

Road repairs 298
Miscellaneous ver

ent ' ...

"ee ave .

sl o 80 Tag
. 97370

7,78,723

——— e,

Total ...

The item under miscellaneous is the Conjeeveram water-supply, and it is doubtful
if this is a svitable relief work ; but all the others will do well for the employment of
famine labour. '

There are besides estimates to the amount of Rs. 4,91,686 for roads and irrigation
works stated to be ready ; we saw a considerablé wumber of these and they only require
to be sanctioned. #

There would then be estimates to the amount of Rs, 7 178,728 4 Rs. 4,91,686 or
Rs. 12,70,409 ready and these would give employment to 12-2 per cent. of the popu--
lation for three months, and this, we are of opinion, is ample unless there is a failure
of the north-east monsoon in addition to that of the south-west,

ounting to Rs. 1,42,698 for simple works are also stated to be ready,
le to see them.

o,




&4 9y REER \i* 6 '
We are given to understand that
ing doubling the line from Madras to
llast for this work would form ‘most ¢
ment to a very large number of coolies fo
! 0. Pools,.-Thie  Minitup! teide .
been lately personally counted and ex :
it unnecessary to see them ourselves, more esp
consisting of— el 1) TRl T
Mamooties & < :
Crow-bars ok o i gl
Pickaxes eRER s s Y R I

These agree almost exactly with the numbers gi
with reference to G.0., No. 3116-W, date
of the number of mamooties in which there
statement, as it should be 6,400 instead of 64,

The Executive Engineer reports that
them are old. The stock is quite inad,
famine, and we recommend that the scale
the Kistna district.

Onvze—No. 529, Revenue, dated 3rd July 1897,
‘ Mimlleneous. Recorded.

i G.0., No. 2658, dated 25th May 1897, rogarding famins toole. " ik it

YTy : “5“(TrueExt1‘act.)
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(B 6.
i Secretary to Govirament,

2. The Board of fﬁeyenue'.vﬁ"“m :
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Reap—the following letter from the Hon’ble Colonel D. McNEIL CAMPBELL,
Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government, ?ubl:lﬁ W:eo,k, De

5 ment, and H. M. WINTERBOTHAM, Ksq., Third Member, Bo:
‘: Revenue, to the Secretary to (Government, Revenue Department,
: Cuddalore, 19th June 1897, letter G :— ~ 314b bihang
In continuation of our letter F., dated 15th .J une, we have thé. honoug to 8

the following report regarding the district of Ghmgleptftf . it il i
1. Mr. Murdoch, the Acting Collector, has been in charge since the mld&fe of
Septen'lber last, and has over two years’ acquaintance with the distriet. We met hgn:,

da’

{74

and the Executive Engineer at Saidapet on June 18th ; the Superintending Enﬁn
was unable to attend owing to illness. . by e
2. General condition of the district.—On an average of 2? years the dlitnet receives

19 inches of rain in the south-west monsoon and 25-52 mchegllgqg e north-_gﬁgg.
monsoon, total 44:52 inches. In 1896, the district average shows e l.nehe',s"}l’ﬁo
Se temb:ar 30th and 42-24 inches after tha§ date, tqtal 56 mcheg, or 111 mehgs more
thfn the average. The rainfall was short till the middle of November and was s"jbée‘
uently excessive. We gather that on the whole the general outturn of wet and dry
gmps was probably not much below the average, though, owing to the failure of rain
in October, the yield of the early dry crops was poor.

f n 1897.—The district is not atall dependent on rain falling in Aprit
Ma ?;;uiR ?g{:l.l ”}n April last the district average was 0:16 of an inch, and in Ma;
i ‘ 0-84_}; of an inch. This latter average has only been reached in two years out of the
raec o S oy e o inkriot dn th wuee kol
have been good showers in most parts of f;he listrict i urrent m"%@l:
and g{f?:g, pir;peets are normal and encouraging. There is a good supply of water
) . 3 A
i the big tanks. 1 5 3a i oiaca
5 mo'l‘sli: fweteaaxr;g already cultivated (15,400 qe;es) is nearly twice as great as usual
(8,000 acres). The dry area sown (2,400 acres) is much less than $h9 averago. (18’900‘ :
gc;'es) but is in excess of 1895-96, when the ‘ramfal:l,was‘non_nrarl.;‘ The mtrsowmg
month’s are July, August, September and Oetober. : ; i i
4. Prices.—The following statement shows the prices of the gln_gf‘ food-grains for
the week ending June 12th as compared with the normal, warning mﬂ scarcity
rates :— . 5 R
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Prices in imperial seers of 80 tolas of

;'?‘Bebnexybrted. For a month past the exports have been about

~ Chingleput district surrounds on
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st year in _Chinglepl}t, as elsewhere, prices rose suddenly on the failure of the
: rains, and were highest in the second week of November, when the district
°rage price of rice (largely consumed in this district) was 9-37 seers per rupee.
ith the heavy rains of November prices fell, and the warning rate for rice was not
- reached till the end of May,

It is now only a trifle dearer than the warning rate.

. The demand in the affected distriots has naturally kept up the price of ragi, but
its price is nowhere near the scarcity rate.

4 9. Ezports and imports of grain.—Since the middle of February 1897 up to June
- 5th, 15,784 maunds of grain have been imported by rail, and 125,537 maugds have

8,000 maunds a week.
of Madras, which the

nor of the road traffic with the
surrounding districts, and no useful information regarding the flow of grain into and

- out of the district can therefore be given. The district is so situated that any quan-

tity of grain can be thrown into it or carried from it by rail, road and cana] in a
. very short time, -

- B. We see no evidences of distress in the heart or the suburbs of
_and are informed that there is no part of the district
cultural or artizan classes stands in need of relief, or
at a famine wage.
i, 1. Famine programme.—The famine programme includes works the assumed
~ cost of which is Rs. 20,85,857, or sufficient to give employment to 22-94 per cent. of
the population for three months,

- The sanctioned estimates which were laid before us a
the following deduction must be made from this— Rs.
water-works distribution ; this work has been ordered to
the settlement of the quantity of water required by the
11,725 entered for eleven major works in the Tiruvalld
able for famine, the balance of the estimate being for ma.
‘and out of Rs. 28,785 entered for tank restoration

only Rs. 10,180 is available for famine for the same

: reason. In the Madurdntakam
taluk, out of Rs. 7,080 entered for the Kinar tank, only Rs. 2,805 is available for

famine, and out of Rs. 16,200 entered against major irrigation works only Rs. 13,000
are available owing to the omission of masonry works and compensation,
Therefore out of Rs. 8,21,587, only the sum of Rs. 7,78.723 is available for
immediate execution by famine labour ; this would give employment to 8-6 per cent,
of the population for three months.

§. The sanctioned works in the programme may be divided as follows :—

~ There is no record of the exports by road into the city
three sides;

Madras City,
where any portion of the agri-
would engage on relief works

mount to Rs, 8,21,587, but
10,418 on account of Madras
be held in abeyance pending
municipality. Out of Rupees
r taluk only Rs. 5,359 is avail-
sonry works and compensation -
scheme minor irrigation works,

RS,
Irrigation works, Public Works Department ... Bt 1,09,214
New roads .., vis i
Road repairs W sos 5,72,189
Miscellaneous b W 97,370
Total ... 7,718,723

————

The item under miscellaneous is the Conjeeveram water-
if this is a svitable relief work ; but all the others will do w
famine labour.

There are besides estimates to the amount of Rs.
works stated to be ready ; we saw a considerable num
to be sanctioned.

- There would then be estimates to the amount of Rs,

ady and these would give employment to 12-2 per cent. of the popu-
nonths, and this, we are of opinion, is ample unless there is a failure
‘monsoon in addition to that of the south-west,

ates amounting to Rs. 1,42,698 for simple works are also stated to be ready,
ere unable to see them.

supply, and it is doubtful
ell for the employment of

4,91,686 for roads and irrigation
ber of these and they only require

7,78,723 + Rs. 4,91,686 or
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