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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT

Reap—the following letter from the Honourable Colonel D, M. GAMPﬁm v
Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government, Public Works Department
and H. M. WINTERBOTHAM, Esq., Third Member, Board of Reves
to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated Trichinopoly
24th June 1897, letter I :— : ;

In continuation of our letter H, dated 22nd June 1897, we have the honon!lr to"‘":

Sasl

”h submit the following report on the district of Trichinopoly. ’
‘ ,, 2. We reached Trichinopoly on 22nd June, and on the 23rd and 2th womet%he
¥ Acting Collector, the Superintending and Executive Engineers, all the Divisional

officers, and three out of the five Tahsildars. Mr. Macleod, the only Kuropean
Revenue Officer, has been in the distriet since 1st February 1897. The Musiri
Deputy Collector has been some years in the district. The two Probationaryl)epaty
Collectors in charge of the other divisions are young officers without much experience.

3. General condition of rthe District— Rainfall—The rainfall for 20 yearﬁqndmg
1892 gives an average of 31-2 inches for the district. To this the April-Ma rains
contribute 4-60 inches, the south-west monsoon 11:82 inches and the ﬁoizh;éést
monsoon 1663 inches. ,

Tn 1896 the district average was 348 inches. The fall in April-May was 2-
inches: 10°65 inches fell in the south-west monsoon, but there \gas iittiy mztﬁﬁ
September when the fall was unusually heavy; 21-2 inches fell in the north-east
;- monsoon and .there was not the deficiency in October which was so marked in South
Arcot and Chingleput.  The October average rainfall was 6:42 inches against a ey vt

years’ average of 7-24 inches. The only remarkable feature in last vear’s rai :
the deficiency of rain in July and August. st year’s rainfall was

The area cultivated from June to November 1896 "was oo abové:'ﬂ‘,' ;
‘The early-crop harvest was scanty, but on the whole the outturn of grain foi gg:r;ge:;
cannot, we think, have been much below the average. ks

In February 1897 there was the same unusual fall of rain as ',ocdurred i,nr South

Arcot, the district average being 3-86 inches. Pasture and water-su o

since been unusually good, and :ﬁ the garden and late cultivation havépggégtgle
. The April-May showers (5:26 inches) have been over the average and well distributed :
2'3}? n;:':)heg1 hayﬁ"fiailen ia the first three weeks of June against an averaze of |- 46

inches for the whole month ; the Cauvery is in high flood, and ge {adcenta Sal 58
appear normal and encourag’ing. i ry @,“d’ 3 on— pm”tf"ih“
2 s o i The curnamsin the distﬁct have bae‘n‘én acod on survey work (sub- gl g
3 G of fields) and jamabandi, and have not beeu able to prepare Ak Bbanrloniosi o] b
| properly. The cultivation accounts up to 81st May show an area much below

average, but this is certainly due to the incompleteness of the returns. and is
to fact.,. PSR 4 cu;’ ERTiRn a0 ‘,,,‘.,,Vg ; #’.otf.tzmaretamg, ‘bj&_’m Dp!
: 1B 3G oo S E i detnl o d8 T RGE R iy it

oy 1 a EIRE AT S A8 I I aat s
5. Prices.—The following statement shows the prices of the y
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principal food-grains

£
- average price of cumbu is below the warning rate, and the price of ragi is only one
~ seer per rupee above it. Cholum prices are always apt to mislead in this distriet,

b Prices in Imperial scers of 80 tolas per rupee of

Ragi, Cholum, {Cumbu.
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Rice is dearest in Trichinopoly town, where it is two seers per rupee cheaper

. than the scarcity rate. In four stations out of ten it has not reached the warning
. rate. The average for the distriet is very slightly dearer than the warning rate.
~Ragi and cumbu have not reached the warning rate in some stations. The distriet

,owing to the fact that an inferior black variety is largely cultivated. This black

cholum is at present selling at about half the price of white cholum, and at some

~ stations it can still be got at about 30 seers perrupee. Varaguis also very extensively
:’; ' groﬁnin the dry taluks.

{

6. Ezports and Imports—From the middle of February last up to 19th June 1-38
lakhs of maunds of grain have left the district by rail, and 34,000 maunds have been
imported. No detailed information is available, but we are informed that the bulk

_ of the exports consists of rice consigned to stations in the Madura, Tinnevelly, Malabar
~and Coimbatore districts and to Tuticorin en route to Ceylon.

Grain is cheapest in the places most remote from the railway, clearly indicating

 that the high prices are due to scareity outside the district.

7. So far as we can judge from our observations and enquiries, and the opinions
of the local officers, there is no present distress in any part of the district, and no

 likelihood of any class of the population eoming on relief works, unless the current

south-west monsoon and the next north-east monsoon both fail.

8. Prices in Pudukkdttai are cheaper all round than in this district, and the
last weekly report gives an encouraging account of the water-supply, agricultural

 operations, condition of cattle and public health.

9, Famine Programme,—The famine programme includes works, the assumed
eost of which is Rs. 54,02,633 which is sufficient to give employment to 52 per cent.
of the population of the distriet for three months.

The programme is somewhat misleading as it includes two works, one the Ponnéri
Reservoir project, Rs. 30,00,000; and the other Kulittalai Kattuvari project, Rupees

45,000 ; neither of which is available for execution by famine labour. It would take

at least a year to complete the investigation necessary for the preparation of the esti-
mate for the former, and the latter does not seem to exist exeept in name on paper.
This at once reduces the total of the programme to Rs. 54,02,633 — 30,45,000 =
Rs. 23,567,633,




“No.; 63&, .'Rlnl?ﬂ!»' ';'
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10. Since the programme was submitted several
and others have been revised, and the following shows
sanctioned and which were laid before us:—

" Recorded.
2. The Collector’s attention will be
drawn to the remarks in paragraph 10

O p e

Sanctioned. n lmg'atlbn works and he will be requested to take im-
: to have them revised. The estimates for Local Fund works should be
, (1) Trrigation Public Works Department ... s ‘ ., ‘at once. ~
% g (2) Irrigation works, Revenme ~ w. o wie ;
I‘ 3 (3) IJoca]. and Works e e s wee
F (4) Minor Local Fund works g 50 T : (True Extract.) 2
(5) Forest works ... yos vou 4 ’
(6) Miscellaneous ... wh gk %Xl/fk/r’é&%})
for Ag. Secretary to Government.

Ttem (2) chiefly comprises estimates for the ‘repair :
ing these we find thata great number of them coni
condition of the work and no data on which the estimate
sions given under height and breadth are out of p
obviously wrong. Some of the estimates are for m
are for very small amounts, rendering them unsuit; g
gt of the Famine Code. All these estimates require t
} before the works can be pronounced ready for e:
L5 irrigation works be omitted from the programme,

g FS

sanctioned and available for immediate execution
88,691 persons, or 6+4 per cent. of the population, for
2 works there are many works ready, but not
and amount to Rs. 4,43,850. ‘'These should
the amount available for execution will then
Rs. 11,09,03 4 or sufficient for 10-7 per cent. of
we consider, is ample provision till November

+ Includes Rs. 30,40,000 for the Ponnéri and
Kulittalai projects. :

be considered at present, though, should
as many of the estimates as possible should

11. There are no works of any m:
be massed, and, should it be found ne
persons for any considerable period, all
in preparing road metal at quarries in
railway station at Tiruvarambur,
stocks of metal there, we believe
large quantities of it for the :

Pick-axes ... i S
Bﬂl hookﬂ T “es ven £
Mamooties ... .

- Crowbars ...

altogether inadequate, and y
~ to be necessary inum [

Bi 8o

‘Exd. 0. M. Thombuswary.
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Reap—the following letter from the Honourable Colonel D. M. CA
Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government, Public Wi
and H. M. WINTERBOTHAM, Esq., Third Member, 1
to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated
24th June 1897, letter I : — ' SEARE T

In continuation of our letter H, dated 22nd June 1897, we. htn
submit the following report on the distriet of Trichinopoly. :

2. We reached Trichinopoly on 22nd June, and on the 23r
Acting Collector, the Superintending and Executive Engines
officers, and three out of the five Tahsildars. hr 2
Revenue Officer, has been in the district since
Deputy Collector has been some years in the dists
Collectors in charge of the other divisions are you

3. General condition of the District— Rainfall—The
1892 gives an average of 34'2 inches for the district,
contribute 4-60 inches, the south-west monsoon 11:82
monsoon 16-53 inches. " T Ll s e

In 1896 the district average was 348 inches, The
inches : 10-65 inches fell in the south-west monsoon, |
September when the fall was unusually heavy; 21-
monsoon and there was not the deficieney in €
Arcot and Chingleput, The October average
years’ average of 7-24 inches. The only rem
the deficiency of rain in July and August.

The area cultivated from June to Novem!

The early-crop harvest was scanty, but on
cannot, we think, have been much ‘beldw‘fh!'

g 93

In February 1897 there was the same
Arcot, the district average being 386 |
since been unusually good, and all the g
The April-May showers (5-26 inches) have |
2:32 inches have fallen in the firs e
inches for the whole month ; the Cauyery
appear normal and encouraging,
$h 49 Th&. 1 ‘

2 —i VIIn

£x

——
Prices in Tmperial seers of 80 tolas per rupee of

Ragi, Cholum,

ing
ing
ing

For week endin
For week endi

19th June.

For week endi
191h June.
19th June.

.. .o

L]
.

30-8
280
; 204 |59 12 1R<] 178
.| 102 < 29-4 171
S (e . 140 X

ppir . o | 11-6 3 ‘e s
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~~ Riceis dearest in Trichinopoly town, where it is two seers per rupee cheaper
than the searcity rate. In four stations out of ten it has not reached the warning

~ rate. The average for the district is very slightly dearer than the warning rate,

Ragi and cumbu have not reached the warning rate in some stations. The district
average price of cumbu is below the warning rate, and the price of ragi is only one
seer per rupee above it. Cholum prices are always apt to mislead in this district,
owing to the fact that an inferior black variety is largely cultivated. This black
cholum is at present selling at about half the price of white cholum, and at some
stations it canstill be got at about 30 seers perrupee. Varaguisalso very extensively
grown in the dry taluks.

6. Ezports and Imports.—TFrom the middle of February last up to 19th June 1-38

lakhs of maunds of grain have left the district by rail, and 34,000 maunds have been

imported. No detailed information is available, but we are informed that the bulk
‘of the exports consists of rice consigned to stations in the Madura, Tinnevelly, Malabar
and Coimbatore districts and to Tuticorin en route to Ceylon.

Grain is cheapest in the places most remote from the railway, clearly indicating
that the high prices are due to scarcity outside the district.

- 7. So far as we can judge from our observations and enquiries, and the opinions
of the local officers, there is no present distress in any part of the district, and no
likelihood of any class of the population coming on relief works, unless the current
south-west monsoon and the next north-east monsoon both fail.

: 8. Prices in Pudukkéttai are cheaper all round than in this district, and the
last weekly report gives an encouraging account of the water-supply, agrieultural
operations, condition of cattle and public health.

9. Famine Programme.—The famine programme ineludes torks, the assumed

- eost of which is Rs. 54,02,633 which is sufficient to give employment to 52 per cent.

of the population of the district for three months.

The programme is somewhat misleading as it includes two works, one the Ponnéri
Reservoir project, Rs. 80,00,000; and the other Kulittalai Kattuvari project, Rupees
45,000 ; neither of which is available for execution by famine labour. It would take
at least a year to complete the investigation necessary for the preparation of the esti-
mate for the former, and the latter does not seem to exist except in name on paper.
This at once reduces the total of the programme to Rs. 54 ;02,633 — 30,45,000 =
Rs. 23,57,633. e i g
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Miscellaneous.

Recorded.
, 2. The Collector’s attention will be

it drawn to the remarks in paragraph 10
t the estimates for minor irrigation works and he will be requested to take im-

te steps to have them revised. The estimates for Local Fund works should be
ought under sanction at once,

. The attention of the Famine Commissioner will be drawn to the remarks in 4
g (True Extract.)

(Signed)  G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

(1) Irrigation Pablic Works Department
(2) Irrigation works, Revenue oes '
(3) Local Fund works e J
(4) Minor Local Fund works

(5) Forest works
(6) Miscellaneous

o
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obviously wrong. Some of the estimates each b i 1 ey
1 are for masp ; : To the F&mp.e Commissioner.
e e ol e v S TR,
e. All these estimates require to be : ~» Collector of Trichinopoly.

»

works there are many works I:eady, bl"l‘zpzﬁtlon, for

Rs. 11,09,034 or sufficient for 10-7 per ;311};. g}e&eb;op,&, l-ah§,55,l 84

we consider, is ample provision 1] November next. In addition

t Includes Rs. 30,40,000 : Proposed works, the +, “

Kaulittalai projects, Pomticn, & :szn.l%ate for wh,idtih‘ ot - i

be considered at present, though »10,471; + these. we | |
A should th, Pt il

s many of the estlmates’ as po%si’ble should gesouth west monsg

11. There are no

Pick-axes ,,, instant
Bill hooks ,,, 0 -
il S TR 153 °n the 24th

e e ors fee ! 7 mar g andé. :
Crowbars . Mok ,gsg andgiz'lb 521)81‘

altogether inadequate,
to be necessaryeiqn thé;lﬁ 1?
13. The Publie Works e

strength owing to the transfer

Exd, C. M. Thombuswamy.

2 TR !
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Recording, with remarks, the joint report of the Chief Engineer
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m«liing June 19th as compared with the normal, warning and scarcity

Prices in Imperial seers of 80 tolas per rupee of
Rice Ragi, Cholum, 1Cambu.
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24th June 1897, letter I : — : : , mmui P ﬁg ;gg J 140 f
9 P l: ‘e i 9 4 3 b
submit? continuation of our letter H, dated 22nqd June 1897, we have the honour P e .| 109 1408 f b 4 191
the following report on the district of Trichinopoly. 2

.~ We reached Trichinopoly on 22nd June, and on the 23rd and 21th we met the.
‘)Aﬁgz:i‘; Collector, the Superintendjng and Exe’aeutive Engineers, all the Ygigzi :
Revenu, and three out of the five Tahsildars. Mr. Macleod, the only Ky onal
Deputy Officer, has been in the district since 1st Febraary 1897. The M
Collecto%oo."e"tor has been some years in the district, The two Probationa

S 1n charge of the other divisions are young officers without myel,

i eneral condition of the District— Rainfall —The rainfall for 20 years end:
(Z.osns:;?'i%::ées 2116 gve_era?-le of 3};1'2 inches for the distriet, To this t;h:)ar Apr)ivﬁm;?iﬁ :
© 400 1nches, the south-west monsoon 11-82 i : (LR

MOIT  16:53 inches, e HoriF s

: . 3896 the district average was 34'8 inches, The fall in A
ég;l;:;b: 0-65 inches fell in the south-west monsoon, but there wag little rain ¢
monsoon <% When the fall was unusually heavy; 219 inches fell in the north-east
Arcot anaind phere was not the deﬁclency in October which was so marked in South
Simt an Igghm%l;p;;._ 'Il‘lhe Oc{‘r;lber al\mrage rainfall was 6-42 inches against a twenty A
3 e of 7:24 inches. © only remarkable feature in last ’S rai
e deﬁcl%hey of rain in July and August, ' 230 o) cith 71t YRS aintall e

o early Xrea cultivated from Juno to N
The early_ e cultivated from June to ovember 1896 was el above the average
Crop harvest was scanty, but on the whole the outturn of grai JAR
'n;:; ;Q think, have been much’ below the average. q 5 M Ve hio'F
: e

bruary 1897 there was the ‘same unusual fall of rain as oha It gy
ond : d

sélzg:tie:ﬁ% dlst_mct average being 3-36 inches, Pasture ang w:t‘;l;f;‘zpplfy Sﬁ::g
The April-~\unusually good, and all the garden and late cultivation haye benefited,
2:32 inchesy 2. Showers (5-26 inches) have been over the average and well distributed : -
inches for t§rhav}§ 0fl'allen 1;111 tl:;i ﬁ(l_'}st three _ngeks of_lJ lili}q‘ agatjnsg'auq_wayemge;of Is 46 4
°me1;°h%§:ndv st Mo oupee b gt flood, and. goneral prospects thug
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Rice is dearest in Trichinopoly town, where it is two seers
, - than the scarcity rate. In four stations out of ten it has not reached the warning
al ' ~ rate. The average for the distriet is very slightly dearer than the warning rate.
an ~ Ragi and cumbu have not reached the warning rate in some stations. The district
' average price of cumbu is helow the warning rate, and the price of ragi is only one
seer per rupee above it. Cholum prices are always apt to mislead in this district,

ing inferior black variety is largely cultivated. This black
ice of white cholum, and at some
Varagu is also very extensively

per rupee cheaper

pril-May was 2.82

3 we_are informed that the bulk
of the exports consists of rice consigned to stations in the Madura, Tinnevelly, Malabar

and Coimbatore districts and to Tuticorin en route to Ceylon.

- Grain is cheapest in the places most remote from the railway,
that the high prices are due to scarcity outside the distriet.

clearly indicating

7. So far as we can judge from our observations and en
of the local officers, there is no present distress in any part of the distriet, and no

likelihood of any class of the population coming on relief works, unless the current
south-west monsoon and the next north-east monsoon both fail.

quiries, and the opinions

8. Prices in Pudukkdttai are cheaper all round than in this distr
last weekly report gives an encouraging account of the water-s
operations, condition of cattle and public health,

9. Famine Programme.—The famine programme includes
cost of which is Rs. 54,02,633 which is sufficient to

of the population of the district for three months.

The programme is somewhat misleading as it ineludes two works, one the Ponnéri
Reservoir project, Rs. 30,00,000; and the other Kulittalai'Katt,uvari Project, Rupees
45,000 ; neither of which is available for execution by famine labour. It would take

ict, and the
upply, agricultural

works, the assumed
give employment to 52 per cent,

i Gy G
SUvey work (sub-division
> thelr cultivation acoounts
an area much below the - Bk

1,

on paper.
54,02,633 — 30,45,000 —




No. 635, Ravexve, bz Juix 1897,

10. Since the progmrbme was submitted several estimates have hm
and others have been revised, and the following shows the amounts of the esti
sanctioned and which were laid before us :— g ot

Sanctioned. AL

(1) Irrigation Public Works Department ... ... .. .. i
(2) Irrigation works, Revenue o CIHO0BRE fit
(3) Local Fund works o 100,805
(4) Minor Local Fund works o BABATCE S
(8) Forest works. - .,.0 - | .3 lasd 4,000 :

(6) Miscellaneous &®. §5e oo e 434,946

Total ... 7,65,461

e

Item (2) chiefly comprises estimates for the repair of tank bunds. On examin-
ing these we find that a great number of them contain no report on the existing
condition of the work and no data on which the estimate is framed ; while the dimen-
sions given under height and breadth are out of proportion to each other and are
obviously wrong. 8ome of the estimates are for masonry works ; and many of them
are for very small amounts, rendering them unsuitable for execution under the rules
of the Famine Code. All these estimates require to be revised by a competent officer
before the works can be pronounced ready for execution. If the amount for minor
irrigation works be omitted from the programme, the total amount of the estimates
sanctioned and available for immediate execution is Rs, 6,65,184 or sufficient for
88,691 persons, or 6-4 per cent. of the population, for three months. Under Local Fund
works there are many works ready, but not sanctioned. These were laid before us
and amount to Rs. 4,43,850. 'These should at once be brought under sanction, and
the amount available for execution will then be Rs. 6,65,184 +Rs. 4,43,850 or
Rs. 11,09,034 or sufficient for 10-7 per cent. of the population for three months. This,
we consider, is ample provision till November next. In addition to this there are

roposed 8 1
t+ Includes Rs. 30,40,000 for the Ponnéri and gstilz)nate f:)vl? tgh’icﬁheal;g?;tsapt%mﬁﬁ?:::

Kulistalai projects. 42,10,471; t these, we think, need not
be considered at present, though, should the south-west monsoon prove unfavourable,
as many of the estimates as possible should be prepared and brought under sanction.

11. There are no works of any magnitude on which large bodies of coolies could
be massed, and, should it be found necessary to provide work for a great number of
persons for any considerable period, all we can recommend is that they be employed
in preparing road metal at quarries in central positions. Stone is available near the
railway station at Tiruvarambur, and, if relief workers were employed in preparing
stocks of metal there, we believe that the Tanjore District Board would gladly take
large quantities of it for the roads in the western parts of that district at rates which
would recoup at least half the relief cost. .

12. Tools.—The tools in store were personally counted by the Executive Engineer

B g o fhe I e e a1 3

wes wes w962 and 10 per cent. of the mamooties are
] unserviceable. The supply of tools is

and we recommend
case of Chingleput.

¥

3 LTS PO Dy S N L
MR L b
v b

a2

on the 16th instant and examined by us

o7 1870 margin, and 3-52 per cent. of the pick-m!\'
that the same reserve be kept as we stated
ent has been reduced to half its sanctioned

; :;h: Collecto:l"’ss attention will be
the remarks in paragraph 10
ad he will be requested to take im-
et brh Local Fund works should be
7T SRR
will be drawn to the remarks in

 (Signed)  G. STOKES
e Ag. Secretary to Gov’emment.
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