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Famine Relief Estimates, Famine Tools, &c.

* Recording, with remarks, report from the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, and the Third Member of the Board of Revenae on — in the Nellore district ; statin
that the Collector and the Sub-Collector must devote special attention to the relief of the
people in the Darsi and Podili divisions of the Venkatagiri zemindari; and that steps for the
improvement of the Maldivi drain will be taken in the Public Works Department,
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uld occn loeal opinion is
ihemt mh-east monsoon

GOVERNMENTKOF MADMS oli
L ihenlssbieig i
REVENUB, DEPABTMEN‘T i

is at pment no. evxdence of distress in any part

on of wm State Railway ean furnish
) rs ; and the officeTs in charge of the line inform us that
lﬁﬁn mﬁmpﬁt numbers for the earth-work in hand, even for-

ag oy

Reap—the following letter from the Hon’ble Colonel D. MGNEIL CAMPBE ‘
R.E., Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government Public Works
ment, and H. M. WINTERBOTHAM, Esq., Third Mem bﬂ‘ ]
P..evenue, to the Secretary to Govemment, Revenue Departmen& a\ated C
Bezwada, 14th June 1897, letter E. :—

shows the average prices ruling in the dis-
1897 as. compared with the normal, warning and

o3 Prices in seers of 80-tolas of
In continuation of our letter D, dated 10th June 1897, we have the hononr 5 ks 2L i
submit the following report regardmg the district of Nellore: 5, | 0 u.
1. General condition of the district.—Mr. Scott has been officiating as Colleotur = ¥ ) =
since May 1, 1897. He was in the distriet for about a year ending December 1896, 4 éz il4l% ilil% g
and off and on, has had three years’ service in it. e sl 1 Ak s e E s el
Bainfall. —The north-east monsoon in 1896 was late and ill-distributed. Rain did g EE —é : ? b .g % 5 s ,g £ 5
not set in till the middle of November and a great part of the wet and dry lands were § B 8 S el ]83 S s B2 218 3
cultivated after that date. The district rainfall in 1896 for both monsoons was 35:563 : 758 : 2
inches (average of 22 stations) against a twenty years’ average of 3560 inches. In- el gl h l ol ity |
the south-west monsoon 1574 inches fell against an average of 12:67 inches. But : - 3
although the total rainfall was not deficient, the lateness of the morth-east momsoon ;
and the unevenness of distribution were | mrable to cultivation, and it is believed 1 105, 152
that the yield of both wet and dry crops was, on the whole, deoldedly below the average. : 144 3"
The following is the rainfall from Apnl l [ay 31, 1897 :— . = | )| 189 e f=lo loflels e
- — 145 ™ ~ e o = e~ | -
i 1 18'1 .
fipa : 127 115 |
- Stations. . : , | f:o:: ith;lI Average. | Remarks. i;g ! ig;
' g | i3 i3
IR 3 = ] i L || 153 | ( | 128 |J
{ IN INCHES. INCHES. 2
Addenkd =+ - $Eisotiy 58 2 ~ Not available. ==
Darsi s 291 212 | 4 079 eI
%hm T 48 Wl e + 279 v_ Rwa.——Rme is cheaper than the warning rate over most of the area depending
E;‘:’ﬂ o _; 2‘%:* # l“ 31;1:;1'“ ko wet culfnvatg)m- hIt :ls Esgmnlig than the scarcity rate in Darsi, and touches the
Ovgole 1Mt T E T scarcity rate in Podili an a ’
Tandaker AR A1 S 8 : 3:88; These three stations are in the extreme north of the distriet.
Kavali - - e B & e . . . o
R p R - 177 _ Ragi.—Ragi is dearer than the warning rate everywhere; and in Darsi, where it
3@“3::"* o 1 ey St Al the ;‘z‘ple%od, is only 1-30 seers per rupee cheaper than the scarcity rate.
Kedh o e A &, Ckolam.—Cholam is dearer than the scarcity rate in Podili, and on an average of
Babapett 1. il Bt @ the district is only 21 seers per rupee cheaper than the scarcity rate.
Monkssilosist 101 07 Tkl N Cumbu. -—-Cnmbu is dearer than the scarcity rate in Podili, and is only slightl
Monapollem .. e ax do oa y ¥y 34
Anamk“‘ v enl ORI RIS below that rate in other places where its price is quoted.
pur . .. .. e “e 4
Vesktegisi ¢33 266 530 MO kEas R 4. Ezports and Tmports.—We have been unable to gather any useful information: £
District AVEEag®. ‘oo, 7 oo avasis iubbe ol ‘uader this head. There have been po exports by sea. By the South Indian Railway o

18,515 maunds of grain have been exported since the middle of March, against 2,031
muuds imported. We have no record of the grain exports, if any, by the Buckmgham
Canal, nor by the Bezwada-Guntakal Line, nor by road. At the end of 1896, Jarge

~ qnantities of grain are said to have left the distriet by road into Cuddapah, through

thwasae m the Eastern Ghaats.

It will be seen that, on an average of 20 %em'a ‘
give a district average of 1-83 inches, and that this ha&
northern parts of the district, where alone early cro

Sowings in Nellore are usvally very late. :
three-fourths of the ¢ dry” cultivated area, and more
remain unsown (vide Statistical Atlas, page 189).
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5. The portions of the distriot which ap '

b

stated to be ready is

ety are the Darsi and Podili di

immediate anxi
divisions form P
charge. The area Al

art of the Venkatagiri.
d population is as

. 2,37,288 WK were available
 or taluk offices.  All the estimates

he proper sanctioning authorities at once,
on should necessity arise : this would bring

| 4+ Rs. 5,69,017 or Rs. 9,569,977 sufficient
three months. This, we believe, to be ample
think it necessary that estimates should be prepared

 to Rs. 14,383,754 till the result of the south-west

This tract i8 described as 300{

There are but a few

‘covered with serub jungle.

The villages
scarce and bad.
Government.

In this traet

the prices of all food-gi
since March last ; the last north-east mon

of old that this is # region in Wh_i?!l 16’

1 it fail, they should at once be got ready and sanctioned
of the north-east monsoon.

.3

RS,
s Dep: | . 1,50,320
G rwan ass s P i P> 14,410
{ ..l. e e LA RS aee e 2’12’250
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Mahratta Raily
The Soui:hel':lay o ded::’

that the railway

i .ﬁ‘. nop . sen eos soe LT “es 13,980
Total ... 38,90,960

s

adjoining famine-stricken distriet o

Prices are, however,
opened in this tract, 81
to come upon relief-WOrks

In 1892 the m8

6. The pmv!iﬂ’i@ 0! :

:  estimates under Local Fund roads were prepared in 1892 and will
be revised, though they are accurate enough to start work with.

. y stated the parts of the district most likely to be affected in the
failure of the south-west monsoon are the Podili and Darsi divisions. In
ivision, the amount of sanctioned estimates is Rs. 42,000 which would

such as these, js 4 M&
want of provision th

In 1894 the fﬂﬂ:e
roads; but these were StACK
that lt, WOﬂlq.qu: b?jg .:‘;ggin} (fis
fundﬂ iz = f S S N ;

The road wou
and would impede

i ¥ m ; l;ed,ﬂm'f'-sf
53 .‘l: A mlm b o !'imxtlﬂ
trom s it

arge expenditt
the groups of hu
improvement, and
notahfpte&} ’HI B il
It would seem 1
population of
suitable relief-work can

i) SOIGEETIONT o) ol b
ot unreasonable to-
M‘W as m
be provided ; but if this
B ey sy mﬂwﬁvebhﬁ i'ﬁd‘e@plb‘y rehefa?&orkers on bre
of metal which are 0t reduired, and which will almost
" 7. With these geperal remarks we p
of the famine programme.
; FGMiM Proy,amme.—TThe works
to cost Rs. 28,93,761, whi
er cent. of the populatior P
e estimates may be divided as follows :—

 declare that, 5 times o
‘migra h? to the  nearest po
s held im

roceed to give tho i

entered in the famine
o give employn
for three m

it to $16,1

Ty, % lé mlm W&sh};lm

rithed0 arGectB,78,250
) 10 dasw of naiwo shrosove 100,860,187 of

anistt slvoe db987840,

I inaikveniayals ol a

sgunst ™ol f)?!’iigij.

peraons or 84

~ give employment to 8:18 per cent. of the population of 68,390 persons for three
ot ﬁﬁt There .ﬁfb%ever, in addition w'or;ks to the amount of Rs. 53,528 mestly

§i0 for !}movmg rickly-pear from village-sites, and for improving the drinking-water

: ﬁgem village ough?k to be visited by a trustworthy officer, and for such of the

~ works as are found to be useful, and suitable for the employment of relief-workers,

- estimates should be prepared and sanctioned as soon as possible. There will then be
sufficient work for 18-6 per cent. of the population for three months.

i %Q In A%Darsi division, the amount of sanctioned estimates is Rs. 13,000 or
only sufficient to give employment to 2:05 per cent. of the population of 84,310 for
% iths. This is not nearly sufficient and steps should be at once taken to
‘examine all the proposed works entered in the programme (amounting to Rs. 63,300)
and to bring under sanction all such as may be deemed suitable for relief purposes.
This would perhaps make work available for 12 per cent. of the population which is
still insufficient.
~ The Collector represents the difficulty of finding useful work in these divisions,
and if such persons as require relief cannot be made to migrate to works in other
parts of the distriet, and it becomes necessary to find more work than that already
proposed, the only eourse open seems to be to employ relief labdur on preparing road
_ material at the quarries.

11. Of large works costing over one lakh of rupees on which labour could be
massed, there is only one sanctioned, viz., supply channel from the Pennair river
e Sangam anikat .to Nellore, Rs. 1,26,000. This would be a most useful relief
work. There is also another work of eonsiderable magnitude estimated to cost Rs. 70,000,
viz., ¢ improvements to the Maldivi drain” ;"the estimate for this work has been
returned for the purpose of having the levels checked, but the Executive Engineer is
unable to do so at present owing to want of establishment, and we consider that
in the event of the work being required for famine relief it might be sanctioned
at once.
" 12. We are able to suggest only one_other large work which in case of emer-
¢y might give employment to a large number of eoolies, viz., clearing silt from the
bed of the Nellore tank and connecting it, by a channel, with the Sangam anikat.
If a small special establishment were sanctioned, an estimate could be prepared in

e
=N




No. 527, Revenue, 3&p Juy 1897,

§ a very short time; and we incline to think that expenditure on this as
" workrywould be at least as useful as on the collection of road material
requirements. »

13. Tools.—The tools in store were personally counted by the
Engineer on the 7th instant and were examined by us on 9th ; the numbqn_. »
with those in the printed list prepared in reference to G.0., No. 3116- W., dated
December 1893, with the exception of 1,067 erowbars, 1,000 of which has

issued to Ganjdim district and
Axes, pick g oy LR Cuddapah. The number of'eaoh'

B s

Crowbars % ... 3012 tion is shown in the rgin.  Th
tone-breaking hammers o 4,960 . ape all serviceable, though 20 per
Mamooties 82 s 8,033

of the stone-breaking hammers and
bars are old and a good deal worn.
The number of tools in stock is far below what can be regarded as
provision. st
Taking the population of the district at 14 millions in round numbers we

opinion that the stock should be brought up to three-fourths of that which we recor
mended for Salem. - .
14. Estublishment,—Out of a sanctioned strength of fourteen, six men have bee
, transferred on famine duty and two men are warnaed to hold themselves in readine
: In the event of an extension of the existing famine area to Nellore, the e
ment difficulty will arise in full force ; but, as we write, reports of heavy she

coming in from many parts of the district, and there seems every reason to hope fo
favourable south-west monsoon.

e .

. Orber—No. 527, Revenue, dated 3rd J uly 1897,

, Miscellaneous. , Recorded.

2. The Darsi and Podili divis
the Venkatagiri zemindari are the
mediate anxiety. These backyw

of the distriet which furnish ground for im

are very difficult to deal with under the system prescribed in the Famine (lc

as it 1s impossible to find work there to meet any long continued famine
absolutely necessary, in the event of a famine, to induce a lar

population go elsewhere to find subsistence ; some work must, hoy
near at hand, and the Collector and the Sub-Collector must devote
to the known difficulty of dealing with these tracts and get estimates

ately for all possible works,

3. The improvement of the Maldivi drain is a most sui relie 1 : : ek
will be taken in the Public Works Department to have :;ll;tzleim nates | : & : b e : st
& bl prepared and sanctioned at a very early date.  The clearing of silt f » Nel y A . - i
tank may also be undertaken as a roljef work in case of extrer ol A i | i

Government however understands that the capacity of the tank
In this manner at a less cost than Rs, 200 per :
further there is no place wherein to d.
therefore be put in hand as long as mo

4. With reference to the recommendation in
Government awaits the report called for in G.(., No.

(True Extract.) .

To the Famine Commissiones,

» the Public Works artment (W,
» the gublic Works l[)):gartment (I.).)

»» the Local and Maunicipal Department,
» the Collector of Nellore, y
Exd. A F. Ecoles'on.

70 Copies.
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