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work of that Department. The total number of previously
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vident that it is ‘necessary that District Magistrates should
‘ensure that habitual offenders are adequately dealt with.

m Central and District Jails, which in the two
ere more frequent in 1896, numbering eighteen.
: ave dealt adequately with the subordinates
8 by the Police showed a further improve-
em being 29 against an average for the last

53.

3 ;.2 Disajvliné.-*ﬂfe ratio of the punishments inflicted by Superintendents
of District Jails to the total jail population again showed a marked rise, but the
increase occurred mainly in minor punishments awarded for offences relating to
work in Central jails, and may be taken as an indication of improved discipline
rather than of any falling off in the behaviour of the conviets. The strictness
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which was found necessary in the Rajahmundry Central Jail in 1895 lp%‘l‘l_ R
have had a good effect, as the total number of punishments decreased. In ellore,

in which discipline in the preceding year was lax, there appears to have been an
improvement. - The Inspector General's suggestion regarding the modification of
the rule laid down in Home Department Resolution No. 12, Jails, 500—510, dated

31st August 1896, that any combination of minor punishments should be classified

as a major punishment, should form the subject of a separate communication.
Meanwhile the effect of the rule renders it unsafe to institute any comparison
between the major punishments inflicted in the year under review and in its
predecessor, The question whether the penal element in imprisonment is
sufficiently kept in view under the present system of jail administration is now
under the consideration of Government.

14. Releases under remission rules were less numerous than in the grevioul
two years, the decline being partly due to the smaller conviet population and partly
to an increase in the prisoners who failed to earn any remission, but there is no
apparent indication that the system is ceasing to operate for good. With reference
to para. 24 of Home Department Resolution No. 14, Jails, 545—556, da‘ed 25th
September 1896, in which Local Governments were requested, when reviewing thejail
reports for 1896, to examine with special care the question whether the mark system
had failed to justify the expectations which were formed of it, His Excellency
in Council agrees generally with the Inspector General’s remarks in paragraphs
36 to 38 of the report, and in his conclusion that the system is doing excellent work
where convicts are sufficiently intelligent to appreciate it.

15. There is doubtless some want of uniformity in the manuer in which it is
applied in the different jails, but the need of uniformity in such a matter is in the
opinion of Government perhaps hardly sufficient to justify the elaborate instruc-
tions and supervision which would be necessary to secure it even in the different
jails of the same Presidency, much less throughout India. The original sentences
passed upon convicts must always depend upon the idiosyncracies of the various
courts which inflict them and cannot be expected to be uniform in severity, and as
for this reason it is impossible to secure that in each case the punishment shall be
exactly commensurate with the crime for which it is inflicted, it appears to be of
little moment for practical purposes whether the Superintendent of one jail is or
is not somewhat more generous in the grant of remission marks than the Super-
intendent of another. The Inspector General will, however, bear the matter in
mind and notice it in greater detail in his next report. Somewhat similar con-
siderations apply to the question of uniformity in the different Presidencies in
awarding punishments for jail‘offences.

. 16. T}xe proportion of convict officers to the jail population again fell
slightly. The percentage of these punished for various delinquencies was again
somhewhaé larg('ier, but 1t];he advance in this figure during the past two years has
perhaps been due to the strictness with which the Superintendent at Rajah
has treated this class of officer in that jail. 4 Aisvpmtre i

17.  Minance.—The financial results of the year’s administration have been
dealt with fully by the Inspector General, both generally and under each item of
expenditure, and but few remarks on the part of Government are necessary
Excluding the sum of Rs. 54,239 expended by the Public Works Department on
buildings, the gross cost of the department amounted to Rs. 9,97,395 as acainst
Rs. 10,34,700 in 1895, showing a reduction of Rs. 37,305. The greater paorb of
thi_s saving was effected in the cost of rations in which, notwithstanding the hicher
prices of grain, there was a decrease of Rs. 1-11-8 per head as comparcéd with the
tigure for 1895, which was itself considerably the lowest then on record. This
18 again very creditable to the Inspector General and his officers. It is presumed
that Mr. Cavdew has issued such orders as will prevent a recurrence of the failure
on the part of the Berhampur Jail authorities referred to in paragraph 53 of the
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few in Coimbatore, Bellary
dura again omitted to 1
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District and Sessions Judge of Madura
during the year, and the visits of other judges to

not by any means as frequent as they should be.

31. The main features of the year’s administration are st

3 of the Inspector General’s report. The year was one ¢
vance in the administration of the Department, and His Excell

in Council has again the pleasure of recording his g&hgfaotxon

done by Mr. Cardew and the officers named by him in paragraph.

this result.
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(True Extract.)

To
The Inspector General of Prisons.
Inspector General of Police.
,, Commissioner of Police.
All District Magistrates
,, Sessions Judges
The Director of Public Instruction.
Surgeon-General,
Sanitary Commissioner.
Hon. the Chief Justice with C. L.
Public Works Department.
»» Public Department.
Editors’ Table.
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Exporseyest :—No. 907, dated 25th j’ﬁne 1&7. ige!
Copy forwarded to the Government of India, Home Department.

(Signed) J. F. PRICE,
: Ohief Secretary.
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