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ment for the year 1896-97,

‘READ—

etter from the Director General of Telegraphs, No. 52 T, dated the :
: 1897, and its enclosure, being the 1\dmiui,stratiou Report of th; Izl;t(g‘i;nAEllg‘;ht
graph Department for the year 1896-97. : . ele-

CBSERVATIONs.—The Administration Report of the Indian T
Department deals with the whole of the operations under the cl?):trofli%riﬂg
Director General. |

3. The expenditure of the year charged to Capital Account amounted

. to
Rs. 17,39,407. The capital outlay to the close of the year under reyi
to Rs.7 g,05,07,989 divided as follows : y nder review amounted

Percentage
of
n=t to‘al,
Rs.
Lines ., e we  4,74,00,541 783
Buildings vee s e 56,74'080 9-4
Apparatus and plant 23,67,310 3-9
Storés'and suspense s 30,24,456 50
Exchange on expenditure in Engiand previous
to 1887-58 T 5 s . 24,09,440 4-0'
Total .4 6,08,84,827
Deduél-.-
Receipts on Capital Account (including ;
.interest on Workshop Capital) N, 3,76,838 o6
——— —
Total 6,05,07,989

3. The net additions made during the year to the systems maintained by

. the Telegraph Department comprised 2,209 miles of line, 5,210 miles of wire
~ and 6 miles of cable, _
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4. The following statement shows,

‘ for a iod of fi h
that has bee 3 4 period of five years, the progress
n made in extending public telegraphic communication :
OFFICES OPENED.
Capital Miles of | Miles of
expenditure, line. wli?e.o Mxﬁfe?f ?fp"ifnent. Railway
od oy | - wnd | Toran
combined. canal,
Rs.
Up to beginning of 185293 ... | 5,21,83,804 38,625 | 1,20,159 253 1,001 1,395 | 2,366
Curing 1892-93 .., we | 21,6281 2,408 6,092 21 99 58
157
AR P e | 22,54,374 1,677 8,004 124 58 182
i TB0405 ue 7,83 307 1,041 4,001 -3 138 10 148
5o 380806 i we| 1384286 1,727 4,670 —8 <9 12 T1E
n 189697 ... v | I7:30.407 2,209 5210 6 102 73 17§
To end of 18¢6-97 | 6,0507,989 | 48,584 | 1,48,136 269 1,503 1,606 | 3,160

5. The operations of the Department during the year under revi
as follows : S y Srrevice resulted

The Revenue receipts amounted to Rs. 896 i }
: _ . 89,64.400, being less b
Rs. 10,549 than the figures for the previous year. The4 ‘l“(evenue xe>xpendsitur)er:
amounted to Rs. 62,15,068 being an increase of Rs, 4,31,337. The net receipts
thus amounted to Rs. 27,49,332 showing a decrease of Rs. 4,41,886.

The Revenue receipts include Rs. 11,901,028 on account of St

and Rs. 1,23,008 on account of news-free and other pro formd reve
the receipts on account of State me
the net receipts amounted to 434 p

ate messages,
. nue ; including
ssages and excluding the pro formd revenue
er cent. on the Capital outlay. i

6. The revenue receipts are made up as follows :

3 : : Rs.
esvage revenue, including State messages 70,33,56
Rent of lines, etc., on railways and canals 1-,61,22?3
Rent of private lines, ete. ot ) 2’3 e
Sale of books, gazettes, etc. Q) ,2;5,?20
Miscellaneous L & 38 .83:

e

; Total oo 88,40,492

News-free and pro formd revenue 1,23,008
1€y

————

Grand Total 89,94,400

7. The following statement summarises the Revenue rec

: eipts and
during the last five years : P charges

Gross receipls ex- A oy
Year, ' cI:difr; :rapf:rmxd Charges. Net receipts, Pne: :gtgfoss{ Return on
revenue, Teceipts, capital,
Rs. Rs. Rs.
1892-93 75:31,726 51,56,998 23,74 728 3r's 437
1803-04 v b 79,18,526 53,04,761 26,13,765 330 461
1804-05 79,25,103 56 93,218 22,31,885 282 389
1895-96 88,60,723 57,83,731 30,76,992 347 524
1896-97 88,40,492 62,15,068 26,25,424 297 434

numbef‘ a.nd Of RS- 1,3

3

ures show for the last two years the division of the traffic
e and between Inland and Foreign messages, respect-

8. The following fig
between State and Privat

ively :
= carpes SRS 1895-96. 1895-97.
i . tdegram.s' No. Value. No. Value.
e Rs. Rs.
Ioland 603,366 12,61,667 599,890 11,23,509
State, Inlan
; 6,98 63,270 8,722 67,519
" , Foreign o'y 993
Total State 610,351 13,24,937 608,612 11,091,028
(¢]
private, Inland 3,491,571 34,75,316 3,786,038 37,38,421
rivate,
Foreign e« 634,312 22,75,346 682,034 21,04 113
” ’ 2
Total Private 4,126.383 57,50,062 4,468,972 58,42,534
o a LR -
Grand Total 4,736,734 79,75,599 5,077,584 79,33,562
o

fic continues to exhibit rapid progress. In the year under

The private tra se of 342,589 in the number of private messages and of

eview, there was a 1l
ll'ls. 91’,872 in their value. |

State inland telegrams exhibit a_decrease of 3,476 or 0’58 per cent. in
e 8,158 or 10°95 per cent. in value.

: : o incre by 295,367 and their
of private inland telegrams increased by '
; eTgl; ﬁl;mfgg 105,pequivalent to 846 and 7:57 per cent., respectively.
e s i f 22 over the figures
: : sate teleorams there was an increase oI 47,222 g
f tlI: If)(r);?/li%Esp)r’Z;’ ?n nurgnber and a decrease of Rs. 1,71,233 in value.
or

i in the year under
trans-Indian traffic rose to Rs. 9,98,197 in the year
. S reve:tcxzefé'&rg bry Rs. 2,66,644 the figure of Rs. 7,31,553, at which the
ek t:tl:;g in 18g0-g1 prior to the reduction in the transit rates.
revenue

_ The following table gives the pe
due to each class of message :

rcentages of traffic in number and value

TR s Lo e
INLAND. FORETGN. ToTAL.
-k Of S No. Value, No. Value. No. Value.
S SRR e e
Rs Rs. Rs

Stat ~ 11'82 1597 0'17 096 11'99 16°93

ta € ee -t ‘
Private 74'58 53'15 1343 2002 88-01 8307

riva

Total .| 8640 | 69'12 1360 | 3088 | 100°00 | 300°00
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10. The following f
three ¢l g higures show the perce :
- classes of Urgent, Ordinary, and ge{:;';?%ﬁig; ttlhz 1;2;1:)({1 traffic under the
’ L SRR A Y TRy ) AL &

Pe RCENTAGES.
r g —‘\
U o ad
rgent. . Ordinary.
\
z ) g
895‘96- 1896‘91. i 1895.95; 1866. 97. p W

SEazé
e Al R R
‘ 3 7 27°40 54,9
' 3|, 6383,
Private
sve ey 601 5‘80 2
4020 | 40'58 ' AT
. .53'79 5362
Press ' .., |

T 573 aBgsl ey 7436 Sing,
‘70

Y

11. The growth of inl: v i i
the Falowing %gures : inland private traffic in a Period of ten years is shown by

Number of Value,
messages, R
1887-88 3
i 1,860,390, 19,81,814
was e 31786J938 37,38,421
Increase 1,026,548 17,56,607

During the ten- 1 I
he year period the number of has i ’
103 per cent. and their value by over 88 per cenrtx?essages,,has el S

12. The following statement. giv. istributi
) , es the distrib '
during the last five years under th% principal heafdlslt:lon G e

Lmz MAINTENANCE, S
IGNALLING,

. -
§ . | Repairs t Office :
Yead. Esé)ae‘;l;Sh- il linzs ando s;lqres ﬁnd Tota] Establish. | Repairs s(zgice
. F e 1scella- 3 3 t i
i buildiugs. Noccd: ment, bildings. C;;,:n;nis_ Total.
ous.
| o ———— e e,
Rs. Rs, Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs Rs R
: v e . S
1802 I -
892.93 907,049 | 482482 | 85617°| 14,73,148 | 3402114 50,414 | 2,22 322 | 36,83.850
1803-94 o | B75,007 | 4,37,270 63,623 | 1 5
‘ : 3 | 14,75,900 | 33,31,604 56,038 | 241,129 | 38,28,86;
|
1804-05 | 10,44014 | 5,21,736 63,373 | 16,20,123 | 37,81,817 53,545 | 228,733 | 40,64.005
’ . 2, <y y O

189506 . | 10,209,601 | 512,178 6,60 S ‘ '
: | 512,17 76,691 | 16,18.450 | 38,71,082 | 6,515 2,37,064 | 41,6321
189607 10,78,116 | 6,6730% | 89,936 | 18,35,360 | 40,24,523 61,581 | 2,93,604 | 43,79 758

. ' I

»
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13. The strength of the signalling establishment at the close of the year
was 3,704, of whom 1,703 were departmental officers, 324 British military signal-
lers and 1,655 postal clerks.

12. The following table shows the average time intervals taken in the trans-

missio‘ft of telegrams (excluding deferred) over some of the principal main routes

during the last five years. The average of the average time intervals was the

same as in the preceding year.

Number| 189293 [ 18c3-04. f 1804-,5. , 1805-96. 1895-07.
Section. i _:laf !
mues: || g ’ M. 1 E. I M. ’ H. l M. ’ H. ‘ M. H. [ M.
/ v = . il AT
Calcutta to Karachi o 25 (-] 29 o 27 o 22 o 25
: 1,750
Karachi to Calcutta o 14 o 14 o 15 0 1 o 12
o 33 o 32 0 26 o 21 o 2
Bomba 4
Calcutta to Bom y; vid Nag-| 198
pur.
Bombay to Calcutta ! 3 i Dibocig o 27 o| = o| a5
Calcutta to Madras £ ] o 9 < 33 o 23 o 22 o 25
> 1,181
Madra; to Calcutta . j 0 35 o 28 0 19 ° 19 £ =
Madras to Bombay E DS S S 8 RS R Y e 1 R B
796 ;
Bombay to Madras el il o| 25 o| 21 ° 1 33
. 0 24 0 22 o 23 ) 1 5 - 2
Bombay f° Karachi iy s 9 1
Karachi to Bombay . Y o o 5 0 11 0 9 o I
ara
< = £ 50 = 35 o 55 o 28
to Calcutta (L
Rangoon ¥
e o/l 40 L P o| 26 of 28 o| 2
Calcutta to Rangoon y
Average of averages e d A o iy N o| 22 o *a2
v

B i S L ea

. i d between Calcutt d R i
ked improvement in spee a an angoon 1s
The mar iF:ly favourable weather and to the consequent absence of

ibuted partly to fa
::,t;l;:ry sgriou§ interruptions.
The high time intervals between Bombay and Calcutta, Bombay and
Madras, and Calcutta and Madras are attributed to severe storms and heavy
ods during the months of July and August which did much damage to the
floods To the same causes is mainly attributable the falling off in speed

telegraph lines. d Karachi, and Calcutta and Karachi.

between Bombay an . ; .
The number of complaints received relating to the Indian Telegraph
Iu.nent was 1,774 equivalent to 0'032 per cent. of the total number of paid
Depar o5, 968 of these were admlttgd. Of those admitted, 190 applied to nona
messag 261 to delay, and 283 to mistakes, The number of messages that for
delivery, could not be delivered, amounted to 17,102 equivalent to 0'275

arious causes . o
various e total number received for transmission.

per cent. of th ; ; :
16. The total number of interruptions to communications amounted to 2,295,

a slight increase over the previous year, there being an increase

H hows : : :
:il;:;chsthe total duration of the interruptions.

17. The number of telegraphic money orders rose to 145,833 from 129,912
in the previous year.
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In addition to the figures
received from Ceylon durin

cOfnpared with 8,183 during 1895-96 and 4,546 during 1894-95.

18. The Inland Press telegrams sent numbered 26,462, of the value of Rs.
1,00,939, against 24,892 valued ar Rs. y6,168 in the previous year.

The Foreign Press tnessages numbered 3,601 and the Indian share of the
charges thereon amounted to Rs, 20,330.

19. As regards electrical im
and vibrator

given above the total number of orders sent to and

d \nprovements, experiments in simultaneous Morse
working over a' single wire were still being carried on.

The arrangement devised by Mr. Melhuish, referred to in the review of
the report for 1895-96, by means of which ; i
without alteration of connectians on lon

during the monsoons when the cables across the Ganges near Patna failed, and

all Tirhut traffic had to pass vid Bankipore, the Mokameh cable, Mozufferpore
and Chupra.

20. On the 31st December 1896 there were 1,676 subscribers and 1,655
exchange connections to the Telephone Companies at Bombay, Calcutta, Kurra-
chee, Madras, Moulmein and Rangoon. There were also 36 exchanges and 296
exchange connections under the control of the Telegraph Department.

21. The telegraph line from Taungyi to Kengtung, 235 miles, of which 123

- b .
miles were erected during 1893-96, was completed during the year under review.
The gutta-percha Indo-Ceylon cable across Palk straits was entir

by a brass taped cable which was brought into use on 15th March 18

22, The telegraph lines in Kashmir w
by the Indian Telegraph Department hay
over as part of the Imperial system,

23. Mr. S. P. W. V. Luke, C.I.E.,
graphs, and Mr. B. T. Ffinch, C.LE,,
graph Department, were deputed to repre
ternational Telegraph Conference held at

ely replaced
97

hich were being managed and worked
e been finally and completely taken

late Deputy Director General of Tele-
Director-in-Chief, Indo-European Tele-
sent the Government of India at the Ir,.-
Buda-Pesth during June and July 18¢6.

The principal changes affecting India adopted by the Conference are
summarised below. The changes took effect from 1st July 1897 :—

(1) An increase in the length of a permissible word in telegrams wholly
in plain langauge, as distinguished from telegrams wholly in code,
or partly in code and partly in plain language, 15 letters being
allowed as the maximum, instead of 10 as her

etofore.
(1) Anincrease in the number of figures and signs permissible ‘ as one

word when written in series, as regards every class of telegram,
five characters being counted as a word, in place of three as

heretofore.

(i) The counting as one word of the Senders S

i : pecial Instructions,
if written in the authorised abridged form.

(iv) The exclusion of Sundaysin the limit of 72 hours allowed for

obtaining or giving corrections to telegrams by means of Paid
Service Advices.

(v) Substantial reductions’in the rates between India and East and South

Africa, including Mauritius, as also between India and the Straits,

China and Japan.

The obligatory use of the Berne Official Vocabulary was also indefinitely
postponed. :

24 In paragraph 84 of the Director General’s report reference is made to the
difficulties experienced during the prevalence of the bubonic plague and the
Government of India have pleasure in.acknowledgmg t.he efforts .of th‘e Staff of the
Department in carrying on their duties under exceptionally trying circumstances,

g the year under review amounted to 12,113 as

¥~
o
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i i in charge of the

i . Nigel Jones, Superintendent in charg

o esp%ci]a”y t]ﬁe éeéi‘;fe%gfnlla\g;, wi]%ch iIlaVC been very favourably noticed by
ntral Telegrap )

g:a Director General.

I i 1ati the
i to record their appreciation of
t of India also desire
The Governmen

. Luke, C. L. E., Deputy Director Ger.leral,v who

S00IcEs S, byrtlr\n4;;1t1)a: f\c/;w[zlays before the close of the year, dur}ingé thfrlf
e thehDe(};avemment of India on the International 'Ielegé'ap : orzr <
he represented t eh 21 d officiated for three months as Director | engra_l. o
v vk BUda-PeStfﬁaers of the Department which have been mepﬁone_ fm tiI())n
bepices of OtherDO' ec tor General's report :have also been noted.th satisfaction.
S e g i tration Report was received from the Dn'ectorI Ginemtl)e :rf‘

L L Adm}l\nzu ust. about the same date as last year. : tin aCsouncil
Crchly e andpocnts ool wheh e Coten G 8 oo
Spre atisf tory and creditable to the a
considers highly satistac

General, as well as to the working of the staff of the Department.
eneral, as

is Review and of the Report be for-

QRoRR kst K2 C2FT Oin'g}lﬁecli{to the Secretary of State and to

¢ Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the Local Governments ;J.ndd Ad$lngt;3:

The g%{re:g::“ggvinces and Oudh, the Pun- tions noted on the marglp,fan t(') e e

?:I: :n‘:irtg;rma. '<sioners of the Central Prov- ernment of Ceylon for m‘ormatl(f)n. e
e o 42d Courg: . Mvsore.  that a copy of the Review be forwar fe:

" e R h Lo Suneral n Cen  to the Director General of Telegraphs for

The Agents to the Lo

teal India, Rajputana, and Baluchistan: information.

i ‘ t and Appendices
f the Review and of the Repor :
Orderqd i thatd?:dcgg);hoe Home Department of the GOV%“me(;?: ;ﬁ Iir;i_;a
BB i; t:]e :(r)lilwtirat the Review be published in Part 1 of the Gaz .
for information,

) /7
LA Pt dd A Y/ i /
4 1 L AN A

YL

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India.

G. C. Press, Simla.~No. 1054 P. W. D.~9-10-97.~250.
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