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[Despatch Abstract.]
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G.0., No. 1192, 10th November 1896.

Petitions for Mercy from Convicts under Sentence of Death.

Issuing orders relative to the transmission to the Government of India of — addressed to
that Government to Her Majesty the Queen-Empress which could reach it 24 hours before the
time fixed for the execution, and to the circulation among the Momborg. of Council of the Local
Government of those which could not so reach and of — addressed to this Government.
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9 No. 1192, Pustic, 10t8 Novemser 1806,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT,

Reap—the fol}owing paper :—
G.0., No. 1564, Judicial, dated 30th September 1896

Read—again t!)e following paper : —
G.0., No. 1267, Judicial, dated 10th August 1896

Read—also the following paper :—

From H. J. S. COTTON, Esq., c.s.1., Officiati
of India, Home Departmel,lt (J u(‘iicial)C,Httf)mgles(e'(}}lriitfary to the Government

ernment of Madras, dated Simla, the 16th September ?g%l‘g’talgy ti) the Gov-
y No. 1220,

f;cﬁer IITO. 1268, dated the 10th
deu ty has been experienced
xa er sentence of death counld

overnment of Tndia before

T am directed to acknowledge the recei
Angust last, in which you state gthat in :orilg gr?sftgylf S
in deciding whether petitions for merey from con{,-cgs =
be transmitted in time to perw.it of their disposal ble- tshu
the date fixed for execution. In.order to remove ayny goubt
should be furwardeEi or not, you inquire what is the mini S s to whether a petition
Government of India for consideration of such petitiong mum time required by the
2. In reply, I am to say that it is the first dut
forward these petitions if at all possible. To w't}llll
the Government of India is on the one hand to dexlll
by law and on the other to interfere with the exe A
ment of India in a manner which 1is outside themls
The time required for consideration must necessarilI))rode end :
petitions for mercy can only l_)e withheld where the l?oc 1 ?f the circumstances, but
opinion thgt they contain nothing likely to cause the Goge overnment 18 clearly of
different view of the case, and they should always be forwa I;]nl(lj_lent of India to take a
the Government of India 24 hours before the time fixed forr tlie Ziel‘et.they can reach
cecution,

y of the Local Govern

1told petitions which eouﬁelx'lga:ﬁ
o the convict a right given him

e of the functions of the Govern-

wers of any Local Government,

Order—No. 1564, Judicial, dated 30th September 1896

Recorded.

2. The necessary action for the amend

; ment of : :
No. 347, Public, dated 19th May 1894, regarding thetlgrl‘llg‘et_eontamed n G0,
mercy will be taken in the Public Department, cwlation of petitions for

(True Extract.)

(Signed) A, T. ARUNDEI
4y

To the Inblie Department,. Ag. Ohief Seer elary.

No. 1192, Pusttc, 10t Novewser 1896. 3

Orper—No. 1192, Public, dated 10th November 1896.

Under the authority vested in him by ‘section 28, 24 & 25 Victoria, Cap. 67,
(The Indian Councils Act, 1861), His Excellency the Governor is pleased to direct
that the following be substituted for the rule approved 1in G.0., No. 347, Public,
dated 19th May 1594 :—

1. Petitions for merey from conviets under sentence of death addressed to the
Governor in Council shall be circulated to His Excellency the Governor
and to the two Civil Members of Council.

¢¢9, Similar petitions addressed to the Government of India or to Her Majesty”
the Queen-Empress, which can be forwarded so as to reach the Govern-
ment of India 24 hours before the time fixed for the execution, shall be
transmitted to the Government of Tndia on the authority of the Chief
Secretary without circulation of the papers.

¢3, Any petition of this nature which cannot reach the Government of India
within such time shall be circulated to His Excellency the Governor in
Council and the two Civil Members of Council for orders as to whether
it clearly contains nothing which would be likely to cause the Govern-
ment of India or Her Majesty to take a view of the case different to
that taken by the Government on the petition addressed to it by the

convict.”
A z’/;’*/'lw“/”/(’

Ag. Chief Secretary.

(True Extract.)

r

J. Sewnitiry, I’ w. /e”’SMM/

To all Secretaries and Under Secretaries to Government, .

Ex1. C. M. Thambuswamy.
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