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[Enclosure to the Government of India letter No. 742 R. T., dated the
1st October 1897.]

Home Dopartment No, 1240—49, dated Simla, the 16th September 1897.

From—The Government of India, Home Department,

To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras; Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Bombay, Judicial Department ; Chief Secretary to the Government
of Bengal; Secretary to the Government of the North Western Provinces
and Oudh, Judicial Department ; Chief Secretary to the Government of the
Punjab; Secretary to the Government of Burma, Judicial Department ; Chief
Commissioner of the Central Provinces; Chief Commissioner of Assam ;
Chief Commissioner of Coorg ; Resident at Hyderabad. : : :

The attention of the Government of India has recently been drawn to certain cases
of attempts to wreck trains on Indian railways, in which the sentences inflicted by the
Magistracy have not always secemed adequate. In one such case of recent occurrence,
a Sub-divisional Magistrate convicted the accused and sentenced him under section 128
gmfhe Indian Railways Act to rigorous imprisonment for four months, but the High

ourt, to whom a motion was made, considered the sentence to be inadequate and enhanced
it to two years’ rigorous imprisonment, et A
9, It is, in the opinion of the Governor General in Council, impo

nature of such an offence as that of train-wrecking (for which inde

the Indian Railways Act providesa most heavy penalty) should be fully

in the interests of the safety of the travelling public, the punishments inflictec
deterrent, His Excellency in Council accordingly trusts that when eases such
referred to in paragraph l of this letter occur, the Local Governthent or Adminis
concerned will cause the pecessary steps to be taken to secure the a

sentence.
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