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Fa.mine Batta.

7 ; Directing that Govamment servants on civil establishments {in the districts of Bellary,
Vizagapatam, Kurnool, Anantapur and Cuddapah be granted — undox lmcle 72 of the Civil
wm Code with atfoot from oortsm dates.
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‘Reap—the following Proceed

Ay
Caslesive SOl 31

i BEVENT{E PEPABT M ol

Tand Records and Agriculture), dated 22nd Juve 189
Read—the following G.0., No. 439, Revenue, dated 4th June ?189 =
Read—the following letter from G. STOKES, Esq., 1.0.S., Acting

: Madras, to the Secretary to the Governm
%?ﬁt‘:xﬁ:; Finance and Commerce), dated qut 8t. Geo

1897, No. 136, Revenue:— =~ i
T am directed to forward copy of the mergialy ROt L HOEy

mgs of the Board

No. 135, dated 4th March 1897, Governor in Counil ba
ine batta to Government servants in Ganjdm 1n accol
'snﬁsgjnsfao?:l:icle 72 of the Civil Account Code, ‘P’art L 'Vdiﬂmﬁ
g:onr attention to paragraph 4 and 5‘:01 t!le Boas{s Pr i
inting out that the adoption of a fixed price for all grains i |
.Ii’;dioative of general scarcity and distress, gives rise to anom e
gesting a modification of the present rules regulating the gran ompensal
ess of provisions. : :
dearn2 ThepGovernment of India has directed that the gran tofbe ado] 1 for
lating ‘the grant of compensation should be the cheapest gram o 4 agthm comt
used by the people, that is, the common staple food of the peop eda ted?
aragraph 9 of the Government of India Resolution, No. 1648, . ’
P]ii!;88 Finance and Commerce), and it has been explained in Mr. Suas
X 3040, dated 18th June 1880, that the basis of this rule is that #if in
ke oomm’on food of the people has risen in price beyond a certain %o:m
cates a general scarcity and pressure in the district causing such disi
ernment servants there employed as to warrant an increase to their pay
mitigate the hardship caused by high prices.” The staple-grains _
Government for the different districts in accqrdapce ?nt.h the above resolut: ‘
are given in the annexed statement from which it will be seen that the no
of these grains as determined from the averages of ordinary years vary
13-4 seers per rupee in Malabar to 32 seers in North Arcot. It w:ll be o
an examination of these normal prices (column 3 of the statement) that
the price of the staple adopted has risen to 12 seers per rupee in any distr
necessarily show that there is scareity or pressure in the district, and that v
indicate distress, the limiting price is reached at different stages of distress
districts. 'Thus in Malabar and South Canara a small rise in prices over the
entitles Government employés therein to famine batta, and in the districts of !
Nilgiris and Tinnevelly, the grant of such batta is permissible long bef
rates are reached. On the other hand in North Arcot, S?.Iem and the pw
no compensation will be payable till prices exceed scarcity rates conside
probably very severe distress has set in, The Government has till now
equalities in the working of the rules by the exercise .of the discretion
by article 72 of the Civil Account Code, but this discretion only enables it t¢ |

~ Week ending 20th February 1897.

| “M& pakTi sl f L 137  cholam, is still cheaper than 12 seers per

. 603, Revexus, 21sr JoLy 1897. 2

permissible under the rules, and not to grant it in cases where
aﬁmﬂi gh the staple-grain has not risen in price above 12 seors

; rice is the staple-grain adopted for Ganj4m, and as the price of
L for months past higher than 12 seers per rupee, and has now
22 risen beyond the scarcity rate of 10-2
Beers  geers, orders have been issued directing
i M54"  the grant of famine batta to Government
we  we s . 103  employés in the district. As yet, how-
. . .. 102  ever, only test-works have been opened in
weeks) 100 the district on which about 1,629 per-
o LV D : sons are employed, and the distress,
though undoubted, is not so severe as in the Deccan districts where regular relief-works
- have been opened in various parts and where over 50,000 persons are in receipt of
State relief. Government servants in
these districts in receipt of small salaries
Dtk Seers  are certainly in greater need of help from
per Re.  Government than those in Ganjim, but

s, oy ' o REREE o };% as the staple-grain of these districts, viz

(avez;.ée of the first.

*

& G Y5 e o 145 rupee they are not entitled to any conces-

dasalf dif o _ sion under the rules. This is an un-
: 'dou,'!:ted inequality in the working of the rules which the Local Government cannot
- rectify., :
b e

. 4. The object of the Government of India in framing the rules being to mitigate
the hardship caused to its employés by high prices in times of general scarcity and

. pressure, it appears to His Excellency the Governor in Council for the reasons set
forth above, that definite percentage increases over normal prices are a fairer and
_surer gauge of such scarcity and pressure than a fixed price for all grains and places
.alike. The warning and scarcity rates adopted for the various districts are based on
~the principle of percentage increases, and I am to suggest that the same principle may
«also be adopted in article 72 of the Civil Account Code.

AT " 1 e
e )] : 103

sty fnisis ' APPENDIX.
i1 4 109 :
e Percentage
Percentage | . 8!
. &0 A rise llal.hovo : c’;:;é‘;"i:z“
sial e : o earcity |[normal prices|
Hitricte: Grsin. price. ratﬁs.y when (E:m- before com-
3 pensation will] P ensat;on
be allowable.| MY e
allowed.
Ganjém R D AL sy 1%, P P 1 105 ! 170 102 417
DAL G40 ade Dot A0 1Tee 11 oo 2"‘1‘ 140 84 167
Malabar ae e . . s sl ¥ 13-4 80 117 i
Vimgupa.tam os . o . e e 1 ( 280 T 140 133-3 167
Gédavari asl Hilpe e o T o 280 140 1383 167
Madras gL e .e . . .o 240 120 100+0 00
'y'hin ut s .. P .e .. .. . 240 120 100°0 00
No l?moe PR DR g R 320 16:0 1667 333
Tanjore e 2 r e e s 280 140 1333 167
Kilgiris FUOnh BT ek TR T DS 48T 210 105 750 %
wem .- . as . . o 1) > 31'0 16'6 158'8 292
Kistna .. B . . .. o N 26-0 130 1167 83
Nellore ioe . . . . . 260 130 116°7 83
Cuddapah . . A oa .o .a 30-0 150 1500 2560
BRI Bt o S SR e R s I R 300 150 1500 250
Ballary /8 Gred o 26 LD e “s | es | pCholam. = < 300 150 1500 25°0
Knmool e . . e . o 300 150 1500 250
Trichinopoly .. .. - s v e 24-0 120 100+0 0-0
Madura . . . . .. .o 240 12+0 100°0 00
Tinnevelly .. 3 & 3o TS st £ 23-0 116 917 2
Bouth Arcot s agmnigy -G LA VA } Cumbua. { 260 130 116:7 83
Coimbatore .. bt Al . . ¥ 260 13+0 1167 838
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. No.2287-Ex..—
~ Tam directed to acknowledge the
March 1897, on the subject of :
compensation for dearness of provisios
ments. Selel T e
2. Under the rules, as they now stand,
the selling price of the cheapest grain of any |
district is dearer than 12 seers a rupee. It
prices of the staple food-grains in different districts
considerably, so that in some districts a slight increase
grain “entitles” Government servants compensatic
admissible even when the prices have risen very largely
in the working of the rules are, it is stated, a source of
is suggested by the adoption of percentage increases over
compenmﬁm e JRRE 80 K i1 L E ‘ "(}:2 AR A Ly
3. In reply, I am directed to refer to the letter f
dated the 18th June 1889, and to observe that the price li
rules should not be regarded as those beyond which Governn
to compensation. They are merely laid down as the rates at whil
to Local Governments to grant it.  Most of the inequalities, which the
Madras urge in the operation of the present limits, can therefore be 1

PN

‘Revexve, 21st Jory 1897, 5

N e R R S It

umment servants for dearness of provisions is now urgently
tabular statement showing the course of prices in those

(True Extract.)
(Signed) G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.
?ﬁévenue Settlement).

ga price of cholam, the staple food grain of the Bellary district for
May, was 11-98 measures per rupee, and the price has since risen to 11-4
It is therefore requested that article 72 of the Civil Account

ol. I, may be brought into force in that district.

Bmiﬁamg Bellary, and Ganjdm in which distriet compensation has been granted
ment servants in G.0., No. 135, Revenue, dated 4th March 1897, the follow-
res show the prices of the cheaper grains usually eaten by the people in the

1cts :—

by the discretion vested in the Local Governments as regards the aj ¥ 20 nodti; e it e
rules. Compensation for dearness of food should not be given, that is, : ol et ) Sy

the case falls technically within the limits of Article 72, Volume el el T R Ragi,
Account Code ; there must be at the same time such a pressure on the resources of TR e 13-
inferior Government servants that a temporary increase in their pay is urgently " Visgapatam ... .. »
quired. As the Madras Government justly observe, the discretion vested ted in them ~  Kurnool 4%
enables them to withhold compensation in cases where, though permissible by rule, it . Anantapur . i i
is not really required. ( ' ki ) : by DAUEG iaLgesiel 190 e

4. T am to add that in the opinion of the Government of Indla a dapa‘w&};zref from
the present rule to that of a standard fixed by a ratio of increa e over normal rates

st

would open the door to so many difficulties in the esta  rates that it would
give rise to more doubts and correspondence over the settlement of cases than the
present rule of fixed rates tempered in their application by the discretion allo

Local Governments. The Government of 1;.32 are also of opinion that as

rule it is reasonable to hold that until the pressure of scarcity has reached,
indicated by a price of 12 seers the rupee, the need hgg'potf%m n for reso

exceptional step of increasing, temporarily, the pay of Govemmgﬂ? e?rvmon

aha !“!V

of the dearness of food. A S0 s i e e
: R A e o SRS RES 1 £ o L AN T TR
5. In these circumstances, the Governor-General in Council does not consider it Tz
desirable to amend the rules in the manner suggested, and accordingly regrets hisin- i
ability to sanction the proposals of the Madras Government, If, however, the excep- it
tional circumstances of any district give rise to cases of such hardship that the
Government of Madras consider special intervention to be necessary, the Government
of India will be prepared to consider any proposal of the Madras Government to admit
compensation in such cases although it may not fall within the terms of the rule, 1%
' Gt ol 5ol BE DI 5 Hiasiy Sl

Order thereon—No, 439, Revenue, dated 4th June 1897,

Communicated to the Board of Revenue. Y LT D vy e
2. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Government of India letter read above
the Board is requested to submit a very early report as to the districts in which

AR ARAL Ky o e
&

o

i ~ Anantapur and Cuddapa

~ and 1% Ib. each ah}isitlyh

- with a C wage, which has !

S :xlppoart life ignéh labour for any prolonged period.
 the peon is expected to dress himself neatly.

~ contribution is likely to

- Cuddapah

LoeenY o

’ 4. Tt is believed that though ragi is considerably cheaper than cholam in Anan-
R ﬁpﬁghﬁd-dnddapah it is not consumed by any classes of Government servants, and
~ the lower prices therefore do not affect them. It seems hard therefore that their

inos should be tested by the price of a grain they donot touch. As a fact, Goy-

: ; ernment servants generally, even down to the Police, are rice eaters, and the karnams
.and'memgars in the Tamil districts are rice eaters also.

. Taking the prices of the grains which are ordinarily consumed by the poorer

classes of Government servants, viz., ragi in Vizagapatam and cholam in Kurnool,

h, the lowest price is found to be 13:5 measures per rupee. A
Rs. 6; he usua.ll)lr1 has a Wlfsei and say, twfo ch}ldre]i : hF(H i
: M 131 measures to the rupee, 81 measures of grain, which allows
ﬁ;a&hgﬁﬁlf;s g’ 7a d xlniZsllrllres or 53 1b. a dla)ty. Allowing two children to eat ag
gn ~adult the:g will be 1% 1b. a day for the man, 1% 1b. a day for his wife,
much as an ) for the children, or rather less than the ration purchasable
been declared by the Sanitary Commissioner insufficient to
1t has to be remembered algo that
It may be taken for granted that no
be made to the common stock by the labour of the woman, for
she is not aceustomed to busy herself with anything but her hqusehold duties.
If the Kurnool price is taken, the allowance foreach day is l%éb. for each adult,
and corresponds practically to the minimum ration fixed by the Code. :
Adopting the same method of caleulation, each adult member of the family of a

P sem would receive in Cuddapah 24 Ib. per diem, or just an A
m?af:as ‘pKe:rzﬁ 24 1b. or 5 Ib. more than a B ration.

taluk peon draws a pay of




Vizagapatam.

Ragi. Ragi.

: Pomhgu of - | Percentage of Percentage of
price. | inerease over | Average price. | increase over Average | i orease i
 scarcity rate. | searcity rate. | P™C“ | scarcity rate.

11 12 3 13 14 15

AR 160 i 140 %

e 29-4 o 28'6 és

e 286 i 29-1 .

. 274 P 297 e

217 . 239 e

,iumﬂ Rs. 8 per mensem, but-ﬂus allowance will sto 111 158 13 168 (5
: 'I‘here are dozens of cases of this kind. The p 3 - | 2 o i e g
family was assisted, was in a state of very advanced er o o s g e - 145 %
has picked up since he got more to eat. - 2 : e b 49 177 & b 5

9.0 e . 141 64 177 %o 148 oo

6. The tabulated statement of prices asked for is ap L

(True Copy and Extract.)

‘_ ,also Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land Records
(Signed) '

mdAgnculture), dated 26th June 1897, Mis. No. 4627.

897, letter from the Colleetor of Bellary requesting sanction for the grant of famine batta to
Governmant servants of certain taluks in the Bellary district.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Depariment. : - L
Oopy to the Collechor of Kurnool. ; ' LR ol Rm—-endnrsement of the Judicial Depa.rtment No. 1386, dated Gth July 1897.

s N of Bellary —Transferring to the Revenue Department letter from the Inspector-General of

2. dated 30th June 1897, recommending the grant of famine batta to the police

Omu--No. 603 Bevenue, dated 21st July 1897.

The weekly season reports show that
‘the price of the staple food-grain has
become dearer than 12 seers per rupee in
-~ the districts of Vlzagapatam, Kurnool, Anantapur, and Cuddapah also since the date of
- the Board’s Proceedmgs first read above, and that this limit was passed in these four
~ districts and in Bellary on the following dates : —
Bellary, week ending 15th May. | Anantapur, week ending 3rd J uly.
Vizagapatam ,, 12th June. | Cuddapah ,, 10th ,,
Kurnool P 3rd July.
The Government therefore resolves to direet that Government servants on civil
" establishments in these districts be granted the extra allowances permissible under
 article 72 of the Civil Aceount Code with effect from the following dates :—

l ~ Miscellaneous. }

. APPENDIX. |

Y mmr ghmnng the doum of pmauh ‘the Decean districts and Vlzagaputaﬁ‘
: e Béetb of 80 toins per mpeo.

(ol unisthase LF Py dosrally | L ops o o g _‘ ; o Bellary, 15th May. | Kurnool and Anantapur, 3rd July.
LT o S CHEL rarkiimee it 0 | Vlzagapa.tam 12th June. | Cuddapah, 10th July. ;
(True Extract.) Y ok

-

Jor Ag.

retary to Government.

To the Famine Commissioner.

, the Financial Department.

the Accountant-General.

‘other Heads of Departments under Revenue Department.

other Departments of the Secretariat. )/

‘Heads of Imperial Departments working in the Presldency ;

. Exd. Shaik Karim. .

300 Copies.
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