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@.0., No. 486, 24th June 1897.

Recording with remarks, the joint report of the Chicf Engineer and Secretary to
Government, Public Works Department, and the Third Member of the Board of Revenue
on Famine Relief Estimates, Famine Tools, &c., in the Coimbatore District.




‘ fi S Kurmal for Warning
M‘ week. | ‘the Month. rates. rates.

This week.

| 1043 | 1066 1310 7:80 1040
e 1007 1987 o780 | 1400 2100
el 1620 1610 22:50 1200 18:00
| 6l 18617 2530 13:00 19°50

t the price of all .gra,ins is well below scarcity rates. Rice
rate. Ragi and Cumbu exceed the warning rate by only one
olam by less than two seers,

Reap—the following letter from the E’Em
' in.—There is, as might be expected, a brisk export of grain

Chief Engineer and Secretary to
ment, and H. M. WINTERBOTH. 1]
Revenue, to the Secretary to Go > middle of February, 522 lakhs of maunds have been exported as
dated Camp Salem, 5th June imported.
T | ééexns, however, no present reason to apprehend that famine else-

prices in Coimbatore to scarcity rates. Iven if the South-
uld entirely fail, we believe, on the bLest information we have
ab there is no probability of any famine-relief works being

With reference to G. O. Revenue,
continuation of our letter A, dated Jur

the following report regarding the Coimb st : ¢
1. Qeneral condition of the District e Coll < O in Ce store unless, and until, the North-Kast Monsoon likewise
de ) ] ropitious, say in November next.

our information has, of necessity, been
three years, and has the advantage of kno
signs of distress anywhere-. On the ¢
Last year’s harvests were good. Early
average almost everywhere. Ly

Rainfall.—The following state
May 31st, as compared with the ave

¢ Famine-Relief Works.—Turning now to the Programme of
rks, we find that it ‘ncludes works roughly estimated to cost 4132
ded to furnish employment for three months for nearly 27 per cent. of

n of the district (2,000,000 in round numbers according to the Uensus

Sanctioned Bstimates.—The Collector has placed before us estimates
by the Local Fund Engineer and sanctioned by the District Board, to the
f Rs. 5,74,885 for the repair of roads. These estimates arve aiready

Stations.
e with a view to famine, on a more liberal scale than the circumstances of
oards would warrant, but, should famine supervene, there is room for
Killagal 14 RS 5 nd stacking metal and gravel in much larger quantities than the esti-
Gopichettipalaysm .. oy ide for. Estimates to the amount of Rs. 74,204 prepared by the Local
%‘;']‘g’v“;‘l‘i’“‘"g‘“hm >3 el Engineer and approved by the Collector, are also ready for the repair of
Erode .. pe e n existing roads, which are not maintained by the Local Boards, and on
Il’(:rundum i i h no expeaditure would be incurred in ordinary years.
rar ... e ; : i p
Aravakurichi o5 P N (3 G :
lD{hanq;mm.m IS P Tho above were the only estimates produced before us, but the Collector
P % RRRET A ‘ 96 us that there are, in the hands of the Tahsildars, estimates to the aggre-
Avanashi... R | ' L fo R R it e £ F e amount of about eight lakhs, prepared in previous years for the purposes of
g&lﬁanﬁeam . : 381 | R { 1A : ine Programme, bat which have not received formal sanction. The notice
Mouupaleam . ot LSS it 8. bi e ok, BT i & ven to the Collector of our visit was too short to enable him to obtaiu these
Udamalpet i s SR e Y AT A =,  astimates from the Tahsildars, and we could mot wait for their arrival. These
; : - AT VAR - estimates are all, or nearly all, of the class referred to in paragraph 9(3) of the

e Code, viz., for simple works usually carried out by the Revenue Depart-
They would include, chiefly, the

The wells are £ nent, and only requiring rough estimates.

garden crops on thegtmm : ce of prickly pear from village sites, and from the banks of tanks and
Good stocks of straw are els : the improvement of village sites and village water-sup ply : the improve-
i f village roads, not ordinarily maintaine 1 by the Local Boards.

average at this season. h
all taluks as the result of recent ‘_& b

he
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000, and the extension of the Calingaroyen
: 00. The former of these works has pot yet been
ite for the dam is now being examined and could be decided
There is little doubt, but that this Project will be sanc-
gh it may be some years before funds are available;

with estin
estimates are prep s 1igh
- and the cost iap?;)be deb?ted e Wil din, : nt approve, stone could be broken up for the dam, and the
' aadohaann © ! : ‘the leading channel g\;t in_hand. These works would give
e yment for a large number of persons. As regards the Calinga-

nnel Extension Project, this was sanctioned five years ago, but was

1 for want of funds, and, under the rules, renewed sanction had to be
for : but the Government of India refused to renew the sanction until it -
finally decided whether an area equal to that it was proposed to irrigate
ot be more economically irrigated direct from the proposed Bhavani
voir. A further question oceurs to us, viz., whether, with due regard to the
ts of the irrigated area in Trichinopoly and Tanjore, water 1s available for
‘additional 15,000 acres which would be brought under irrigation. Otherwise

Collector should be sufficient.

_ It is obvious that the Board of Rey
estimates in detail, and we su ‘that
works, it will saffice if the Collector
to Government with his application foi

8. 1t must be admitted that the

available for immediate use is very ina
relief to be called for. ar: 7
E/ ; banks of channels il gg;sd":ﬁm:’ﬁ ; e his work would make a most excellent relief work, and we recommend that the
s a v , employment Chief Engineer for Irrigation be requested to give his opinion as to the desirability
: of starting it, and also the Bhava 1i_ Resepyoir Project, in the event of its becoming
Yot wotliersn-targe numbers.

ks o
5 coolies in this District, and as the forn
& :a‘xtremely simple, a large number of
5 I'he number of minor irrigation works,

labour upon them, is remarkably sm

1§ work is
g necessary to

ploy
11. We have already stated our belief that this necessity will only arise in

~ the event of a failure of the ensuing North-East Monsoon : but to avoid all risk
of difficulties owing to want of sanctioned estimates, We suggest that the Super-
dered to take steps to prepare estimates for

intending Engineer be at once OT' r
~ clearing prickly pear in channels, and for raising and strengthening tank banks.
"He has informed us that if an establishment of 8 surveyors and 24 lascars is

placed at his disposal for a period of two months, he will be able to prepare a large
number of estimates in that time. This establishment is necessary, owing to s0
" many of the subordinates in the District having been withdrawn for famine work
in the 1st and 3rd Circles. We therefore think it advisable that sanction should
‘at once Le given for the employment of
. ; 8 Surveyors at Rs. 70 = 560
94 Lascarsat 5 6 = 144

e

i 1 i & Total 704
ipr a period of two months.
i This proposal- is no doubt open to the objection that it contemplates the
~ employment of labour on a large number of scattered works, which will involve an
- immense amount of supervision ; but in the absence of large works (unless Bhavani

and Calingaroyen Projects are put in hand) there seems to be no alternative. -

12. In the Famine Code Section 10(a) it is laid down that railway projects
should not, except for grave reason, be included in a programme of relief works,
but we think it a matter for consideration whether it would not be well to
consult the railway authorities as to the possibility of starting the preparation

~ of ballast for the railway from Palghat to Dindigul, the survey of which has been
- completed. This work, in case of need, would employ relief workers in great

- - pumbers.
13. Tools.—The following is a state

~ In case of necessity pro

relief operations, will bg tge ;;%Zr:%f
as a supply for future years. This a
be quickly prepared, from the standing
Fund Engineer as to the situation of
of the general condition of each line
Fund Engineer is well qualified by a
District for the preparation of estima

We do not, th
estimates is immin:;:.f g appre‘hend'
¢, In the Famine Prog o
Works under the D. P. W.: mons of il
sanctioned and few of them’have even b
neer has given satisfactory reasons why none
restoration of the Sanjeeviroyen tank)"v re s
n‘eed not be considered as a means of !
'1hhe Superintending Engineer explain 1 th
the works were considered unsuitable
section 5 of the Famine Code only such -
times should be estimated for ; and a the
included in the sum of Rs. 2,78 0308 el
(i)r:lolggggl years, it 1is evident that tl?:;
me. g5
ment of the famine tools in stock :—

The Sanjeeviroyen Project, tﬁe appmﬁiﬁ: ‘

will take three mo : > ‘
nths to investi ‘ 1
able work to undertake. gate, and may - j e H
s edyg iRt A Axes, | Bill | Crow ammers,| pMamoo- | Pick | Ram- :
] 10.  We have kept in view the advisabilit Divisions. | felling. | hooks. | bars. . | e axes. | mers. REMARKS
argle works as proposed in G. O. Revenue, N -4 ST ,
with this object, the Programme was car ;fuﬁy . | w \ \ 852 \ 6,835 | 5695 \ 4085 | 859

works which would be suitable for famine-relief Ma - x ' | i
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The tools in the Coimbatore stores m counte he ineer & jon will be requested_ % give hix opiuion

Engineer on the 3rd instant, and examined by us on D T sta  the two projects referred to in p: 0 as relief
of each description is slightly in excess of that t . EREN Roocacary i tlord omployment to large
Government Order No. 3116-W, dated Sg‘phembe 2nd, ), with t : ngineer for Railways will bo requested to it
stone breaking hammers, of which there is a deficienicy oWGE 3 hlﬁt for the railway from Palghat to Dindigul can
lately transferred to famine works in other circles. All the it distress.

but we would point out that the nunber of each description
Government Order referred to above is altogether inadec
in the event of a famine. ‘ T

ﬂf 8 surveyors and 24 lascars for a period of two
para. 11, is sanctioned.

of Coimbatore is requested to submit a very early report

The population of the District was, in round numbers, tﬁmf 14. As regards the recommendation in para. 13, the' Go-

Taking 20 per cent.as the maximum number for whom relie report for fro : ;. : 2655
necessary, (Famine Code, Section 8) and allowing one tool for eve R T I I o Jovenus in waibye b :

a stock of 134,000 tools is required for Coimbatore alone. o 3

Stone hammers ... ...40,000 & . heke. ;q' (True Extract.)

Mamooties g,ggg y A . §
Pick axes whi O or S $ 1 3 i < , 7 /
Py 1000 We consider that the District stock | i Les

Crow bars 9000 certainly be brought up to the figures shown i Gover .
%‘fﬂﬁiﬁ':;‘“’m ~ 9 margin, which total up to rather more than Ag. Secretary to Government.
Bill hooks P the above figure. We consider that the prov ;
Instruments for clearing prickly of more tools 1s urgent. ‘

pear ; v 4,500 =

—

TotAL ...70,00

The Kstablishment in the Public Works Workshops is eng
night in turning out hammers. We have asked the Superintendent:
maximum number which he can thus manufacture daily. j

If it appears that he will not be able to meet requirements in
distress extending to other districts in July, we will ascertain what suppl , i '~
is locally obtainable from local Firms at Madras and elsewhere, and Govel has. : @
will then be in a position to judge as to the necessity of transmit L
indent to the Secretary of State. :

o Lo Qpaloe Al
! - -

14.  Provision of handles.—The tools in store are not provided
and we do not see our way to recommending that a stock of
should be maintained. They would be subject to attacks of whi
borers of sorts, and would soon become useless. We think, howe
Collector should at once ascertain from his Forest Officer, or local col

p Flmme Commissioner.

Public Works Department.

i: ~ Public Works Department (Irr{gatlon).
~,, Public Works Department (Railways).

far he is in a position, on short notice, to obtain a sufficient n C‘;’“em_” i
shaped handles for hammers, mamooties and pick-axes. He s ‘Financial Department.
whence, and within what time, a sufficient supply of baskets for L et

and metal, can be got. -

15. We regard it as at present premature to make any def
to the large iucrease of establishments which would be requisite i
distress becoming more wide-spread. - i

OrpeEr—No. 486, patep 24t June 1897. ) ‘ : .' ) A . ; w ..»f

The Government concurs in the opinion expressed in para
read above that estimates for petty works which are usually
Local Funds, but which are to be undertaken as part of the famine pro
be sanctioned by Collectors and that it will suffice if these officers si
of such works through the Board of Revenue to Government with th
for allotment of funds. -
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