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a joint report, dated the 10th August 1896, by MUr. P. V. Lvxz,
 Deputy Director General of Telegraphs, and Mr. B. T. Frinca,
én=Chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department.

 the matter of the most important mission with which we were entrusted, véz., the

4o obtain a reduction in the rate for messages between India and Europe, we

report that we were unsuccessful. It was not a matter which had anything to do

Conference, it was a question to be settled entirely with the Companies belonging

t Purse and the Governments concerned. Our instructions were to the effect that

 no initiative and having 16 authority to assent to any proposals as to a guarantee

m I Revenues in return for a reduction in the rate for telegrams between Europe and

a, we were to take every opportunity of representing the views held by the Commercial

anities in India and England on the subject, and to press upon the representatives of

Purse the desirability for som® dintinution oF-the existing charge. With this object

 Delegates attended one meeting of the J oint Purse in London and two in Buda-

The views of the Government of India, as expressed in letter No. 111 T., dated Simla,

ay 1896, from the Public Works Department to the Director General of Telegraphs,

ere duly’ communicated to the representatives of the Eastern and Indo-European Companies.

very argument we could think of, in addition to those already advanced by the British

ost Office and the different Chambers of Commerce, was brought forward. It was pointed

as regards “Code” that, notwithstanding the immense improvement in the art of

ing during the last ten years, the number of words transmitted between India and

pe had remained practically stationary, which proved that the amount of matter telegraphed

increased ; that though the limit of codifying may not have been reached, the limit of

enience in asing code had certainly been approached, and that there was no likelihood of

equal improvement in code during the mext ten years, so that the number of words would

surely increase more nearly with the increased amount of matter certain to be telegraphed. It

was Insi that the trade of India is a constant one with a natural growth, not caused by

citement consequent on discoveries of gold, or wars, or financial crisis. That while there

ht'be a * boom ” in telegraph traffic there is no chance of the present steady and progres-

traffic falling off. The increase in the number of telegrams between Bombay and Suakin

ent upon sending Indian troops to Egypt was instanced as showing how the traffic

‘Eastern cables might be unexpectedly increased. It was also urged that the cost of

ing, laying and maintaining cables is cheaper than it was ; while the character of

les has been improved by advancement in science, thus tending to prolong their lives;

that the fall in exchange while increasing the amount paid by the message-sender in India for

his telegrams diminishes, though perhaps only toa small extent, the expenses of the cable

companies, in that some of their employés at Aden, Bombay and Madras, are paid in silver.

e Indo-European Company were specially reminded of the very important concessions from

‘Government they enjoy, which, as.pointed out by Mr. Lamb in his letter to Sir John

der, dated the 18th of December 1895, were granted when the Company was in a very
different position to what it is now.

8. Notwithstanding all we could say, and we were warmly supported by Mr, Lamb,

Delegate for Great Britain, the Company’s representatives in *the Joint Purse remained

rmly op) to a reduction of even sixpence a word. When we say the “ Joint Purse ? it

ust be understood to apply chiefly to the ¢ Eastern Telegraph Company ;) as upon them

| fall the greatest share of any loss, though no reduction could be made without the

ual consent of all the parties to the “ Joint Purse.” It may here be stated that, roughly

o, a reduction of sixpence a word means, supposing that no increase in traffic resulted,

‘about 50,000/ a year, to be shared approximately as under :—

; : 2
y ‘Euhe.m Telegraph Company . . . . 26,000
- Indo-European Telegraph Company . . 9,600
* Indo-European Department . . . . 1,900
~ Indian Telegraph Department . * . 6,500
- 9. The Eastern Telegraph Cdmpany gave us distinctly to understand that, while they

were most ansious to meet the wishes of the Government, they regretted they coald not, for

financial reasons, agree to risk the loss entailed by even a sixpenny reduction without some
arantee against a diminution of revenue. They pointed out that, looking especially to the
y of their reserve fund, their financial position was not such as to justify their facing

] Bt oi Ibma.Qﬂ,OOOl. a year, which the statiodary character of the traffic, and the negative
esults of a similar reduction ten years ago, indicated as almost certain to ensue. They
‘brought forward the fact that they were on the verge of possible competition due to the laying

of & Pacific cable. They would not admit that the demand by the public for a reduction had



now being arranged between the Companies and

' China has been signed and ratified :—From India
to Singapore, Mulacca, Java, Cochin Chioa,
Tabuan, Hongkong, Shanghai, Amoy, Foochow
‘the rates* will be reduced to 3 francs a word.
The rate from Singapore to Europe is to be
reduced to 6 francs 271 centimes as soon as the
impending reduction between Europe and China
is arranged. The rate from India to Japan will
be reduced from 11 to 6 francs, and there will be
large reductions in the local rates between inter-
mediate stations.

are also informed that the ratest from India
proper to all stations south of Aden up to Durban,
and including Mauritius, will be reduced to 6
grancs 25 centimes per word, including India’s
terminal charge, from the date the new Budapest
Convention comes into operation. These latter
reductions we were given to understand will be
made without any additional subsidy from Gov-
ernment.

*

%
%
Co*

* *

Jow to the alterations and revisions of the Service Regulations, it may be
1 m were in matters of detail and tended to greater simplicity and clear=
B&ﬁm arrangement of existing rules.
iced that on this occasion the Indian Administration put forward no r>1:oposi'
‘the order of the paragraphs of the letter No. 5 T. from the Director
to Secretary of Government of India, Public Works Department, dated
the instructions to her Delegates as regards the propositions made by other
e result of the decisions of the Conference.

,—To joi ith France in her proposal to assimilate the methdd of counting

ekt ‘;rfg figures in the %ufopean and Extra-European systems. The
g rather unexpectedly signified their willingness to accept France’s proposal,
“with little or no discussion, and fifteen letters in plain language and five
% as one word in Extra-European as in the European system.

To oppose the obligatory use of the official vocabulary. A whole sitting
n: ngp:;littee was t%ken up in discussing this question. It was finally indefi-
oned, .., the following proposition of France was unanimoasly adopted :—

tare Conference all words employed in private Code’
:al vocabulary drawn up by the Berne

roes brought against the official vocabulary b¥ its opponents were, ,i’n the main,
by the Director of the Berne Bureau in his «Communication Speciale”” on the sub-
pointed out that the mistake was in treating as a Code ”’ what was only meant to
ulary or register of words from which coden}aqus cor}ﬂd choose their words. to form
» and that as regards a “ Register of Terminations , 7 the absence of which was a
the preparation of such a Register was the work of the codemaker "and

h the vocabulary. It also was pointed out that the composition of this

had already cost more than 120,000 francs, and there was a general feeling that
ught, not td Be lost, and that when’ enlarged and improved the vocabulary (qua

, and not as a code) would be welcomed as a convenient substitute for the
es of the eight languages from which codemakers would select words.to form

T . L3 % » ¥
Para. 8 gives the following proposals as worthy of support e : .
el) Ttaly’s proposal for reckoning time by 24 hours. This was nob passe(.l. It is not
* " a question that affects India. i :
(2) Franee’s proposal regarding official instractions counting as one word. This was
~ adopted. All instructions regarding reply paid mes:agtg will c?uut as 03-8 wor:.
) i &’s proposal, su orted by Berne and Cable Companies, regarding the
&” svztb'leig::ory £d£tion,in la:crl,dress, ig cases of doubt, of the name of State or Country.
~ he Article bas been revised and there is now 1O chance of any misunder-
 gtanding. The feeling was, without imposing needless gestrictions, to throw the
* onus on to the * Nomenclature ”* prepared by the Berne Bureau which should be
taken as the guide,
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letter No. +s&- | dated the Jﬂ# 1896, Tam directed to forward, for.the

Madras

3 . b
i e apd Coconada
mhon of the Chamber(s) of Commerce at et~ the accompany-

1g extracts from a joint report, dated the 10th August 1896, by Mr. P. V, Luke,
.E., Deputy Director General of Telegraphs, and Mr. B, T. ‘Ffinch, Director-
Chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, who were the two dele-
tes deputed to represent the interests of the Government of India at the
nternational Telegraph Conference held at Budapest this year. These extracts
76 the results of the discussions at the Conference as regards the proposed
eduction of tHe rate for messages between India ahd Europe, the reduction’ in
tes between India, China and Japan and the obligatory use of the Berne
)fficial Telegraphic ‘Vocabulary, together with certain other questions that
) up at the Conference.

, gh every possible effoft was made by the
n delegates, as well as by the delegates of the British Post Office,. to in-
ice_the representatives of the Joint Purse, the principal partner in which is
the Eastern Telegraph Company, to consent to some reduction ifi the rates for
legrams between India and Europe, no suctess in this direction was obtained

* the reasons defailed in the report. On the other hand, very substantial
uctions were grantedby the Eastern and Eastern Extension Telegraph Com-

n the rates between India and the Straits, China, J apan, Mauritius and

outh Africa. . Another valuable concession was the indefinite postponement of

‘ ga,tory use in code telegrams of words extracted from the official vocabu.-
ether with the proviso that before this question can come up again the

7 will have to be enlarged to an extent that will, it is hoped, render
adequate to meet all the requirements of commerce. Among other

s in the regulations in ,the direction of liberality may also be mentioned
reducfion in the charges for plain language telegrams, as distinguished

m code telegrams, and for figures by allowing fifteen letters and five cyphers
ass as one word instead of ten letters and three cyphers as hitherto,
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