 Public Works (189/ ) Department.

G.0., No/ﬁgé/"

DATED /%ﬁf

[Despatch Abstract.]
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Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue
Land Records and Agriculture), No. 568, dated 14th A

s $
Read—the following Fortnightly Narrative for the Special Assistant
Gédédvari district, during the period ending 15th of July

STATE OF THE Commu.'
Rainfall and Waler-supply —

Bhadrichalam taluk | W i g
(2nd & 7th)
Chédavaramu division | ., B¥ i RO IR
Yellavaram division . - TG e
Polavaram division No statement has been received. The
has been asked to explain the omissi

Water is sufficient for drinking purposes throughout. In Yella
the tanks have received a certain supply. But nowhere is water as y
irrigation purposes. ~The rainfall is deficient in Bhadrdchalam and more

needed, when Ileft the taluk on 12th. I hear that a good fall of rain k
occurred. : o

AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS AND CONDITION OF THE STANDING

J?Imdrdckalfzm Taluk.—The standing crops paddy, gingelly, maize and hill ¢
are fair but are in want of rain, The occasional showers and the frequent cloudine
during the fortnight have been keeping them alive. Ploughing is m&
purpose of sowing the remaining crops, and if rain comes soon, the sa etl;.
should be assured. At the end of this fortnight, the position was very
has since improved. Polavaram Division —Statement not received. The

Tahsildar has been called on for explanation.  Chédavaramu Diviss — ahdneion s 1o

busy with their ploughs and cattle. Gingelly, ganti lama are
- ganti and chama are
places where there has been rain. In other pla(’aes they are not pr.
quantity of rain received I think it may be presumed that the erops will
i;ﬂuatia. i ellgva;‘lt:{n ?Zzwfon.—Owing to the rains which have been ﬁmg
¢ division in this forfnight, millet, gingelly and chama are reviving. Ganti
being transplanted. Seed-beds of pe;ddy in Chamagedda and Gurtedu muttas are
flourishing. In other places paddy is being sown for seed-beds. Dry paddy is being

broad cast. Ryots are plonghing Jands for sowing cholam affairs i
this division new affords very li%tle cause for a?;i%t;.o prs 5

Supply of fodder and pasture and condition of catilo— Bhadrdchalam.—Fodder is
asture adrdchalam—Fodder is
not procurable but pasture is available for cattle and their condition is improving and
is now fairly good.  Polavaram Division.—The Deputy Tahsildar has not sent in his
statement. His explanation has been called for. Chddavaramu Division.—Fodder is

not available. Pasture insufficient in the riverside vi wher veople are
taking special care of their ploughing cattle a:;s IO L, o k)

herds to pick up what they can. ~The condition of the latter even is not bad. Koyas

ani}f{eddis have also allowed their cattle to stray in the jungles and live there as best
ast ey can, Their condition too seems satisfactory. Yellavaram Division—TFodder
not procurable. Pasture available but not sufficient. Cattle diseases, such as dysen-

tery, &e., are still prevailing in some villages. As the tanks here have received a

-
milch-cows, leaving the rest of their

th

‘and in the riverside vi

uovjr,‘to bﬂuﬂeﬁmt In fact now

, s e %
supply, pasture must improve and ought, b cie
‘ ik ¥'have been in and the cattle are in

he w!nmlweamto me sufficient in the parts
General remarks on the previous su

} P AR R S s 5

ects.—The rainfall in Bhadrdchalam taluk
» illages of Chédavaramu division is scanty and the condition of
standing crops is not quite satisfactory. In Yellavaram division and in the interior of

'Chédavaramu division where there has been some good rain, the prospects, as to dry

favourable. The river Géd4vari bas received no new freshes in this fortnight.

, however, came down on the night of the 11th and thus caused a slight
 Géddvart. There was rain round Kunavaram, and there, as well as at

Pulusumamidi, the crops looked favourable. Mr. Woodhousealso reports that they are
- good at Abkicharla. At Bhadrdchalam and Dummagudem unfortunately the fall of
~rain on this date was very slight. £ o :

-

’

FooD SUPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

- Prices of principal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of
- 80 tolas per rupee, for the period ending 15th July 1897,

Rice. Cholam, Ragi.
; - : . - :
Biions -/ End of | End of | End of | End of | End of | End of Remarks.
eHauRIEl FIuGY last | current| last | current| last | current
2 period. | period. | period. | period. | period. | period.
Bhadrfchalam .. .. 9 | %9 12 13 1. a4 3
Kachavaram .. .. % 9 9 14 14 5 :
Waddigudem .. o o 9 9 14 14 i . it
Chédavaramu .. P ia 8 8 12 12 12 12 There were two market days
during  the fortnight.
; Iy lheir average prices are
Devipatnam CEhi (e L SR AR TL, 9% 8 13 13 & 12 A3 13 & 12 shown.
. Adduti o e & 9 84 13 12 13 12 The prices at Yelleswaram
utig . : shandy have been a bit
better and numbers of the
] g_eo_plp in thgh Yellavaram
& 1vision go there to b
2 DT L R B S 9 8 13 12 13 12 grain, . "

ol Acﬁ'vity of trade.—Private trade in rice and dry staple.food-grains is moderate.
No imports or exports by sea or train. Sufficient quantity of rice has been imported
from Rajahmundry to Bhadrdchalam taluk.

The consumption of the grain from the Government depdts supplied with money

_from the Famine Relief Fund has increased largely. 1he increase is rather difficult to

account for, but is probably due to the depdts becoming better known and to

advances being made more freely by the Komaties owing to the fall of rain.

CoNDITION OoF THE PEOPLE.

-+ Onworks.—The relief workers on the Gangole tank near Dummagudem are in good

condition, Their number has risen to 1,953 and is still enormously increasing. This
increase is attributed mainly to the little work that is being done by the labourers
owing to laxity of supervision, the Assistant Engineer in charge of the works with his
scanty and incompetent staff of officers under him being unable to exercise due
supervision and check. The result is that B wage is given to many who do not do a
stroke of work and naturally the works are popular. The works have since been
reported to have been stopped for this reason. Gratuitous relief is given to the really-
deserving workers. This will be further reported on in the next fortnightly narrative.
The ordinary road works in Chédavaramu and Yellavaram divisions have been taken on
contract by people from the plains. ' .

-
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In villages.—Cholam and ragi are being sold by Governn \
in Bhadrdchalam taluk at normal rates to Koyas and Panchamas. The old and in-
firm are being given gratuitous relief. ~Others are partly living on jungle roots, leaves,

- &c., and partly on grain occasionally purchased. In Chédavaramu a grain depdt has

lately been opened and cholam and ragi are being sold there to the hill people at

cheaper rates than at the local markets. Here and in Yellavaram division, the bulk
of the people are living on jungle roots, vegetable curries, ambalies of tamarind seeds

and jeelugu stems, toddy, &c. The people in the rented villages of Yellavaram

division cut timber and take it for sale to plain villages. The rainfall during this
fortnight has enabled the hill people to dig out roots from the soil which had hitherto
been too hard. Amongst those on gratuitous relief at Dummagudem only a few were
really emaciated. Mr. Coleridge reports that there are many in his range and he has
been ordered to put them all on gratuitous relief. 24085 [ liae abitas

Sickness and mortality.—No deaths from starvation. Cholera has abated in Bhadr4-
chalam taluk to a great extent but still breaks out from time to time. No epidemics
nor other sorts of sickness are reported anywhere except fevers which are indigenous
to the climate. Cholera has again broken out in Polavaram but I do not know to
what extent, as the Deputy Tahsildar has not reported, and I only made a hurried
journey from Polavaram to Jangareddigudem and back. e g

MEasvres oF RELIEF.
Works.—In what taluks open and comparison of numbers—

Number employed
Taluk. Remarks,
Last This
fortnight. | fortnight.
Bhadréchalam taluk— oane i
At Dummagudem  ,, o 5 399 1,958 | The increase in the number is accounted for under ¢ Con-
; dition of the people—on works.’’ :

Gratuitous Relief—Numbers relieved at kitchens and .otherwiéé-;-

Number relieved
At Kkitchens,
Talak. In poor-houses. In villages.
Dependants. Others.

Last This Last This Last This Last This

fort- fort- fort- | fort- | fort- fort- | fort- fort-
night. | night. | night. | night. | night. | night. night. | night.

Bhadrachalam ,, . . . oo 55 o ~ ] .y e o 853 531

The increase is due to failure of the rains and may be expected to continue until the early crops are harvested.

Number of relief
Number of villages ®| workers’ children and
in which relief was | infirm dependants '

given. receiving mon -
Taluks. doles. ¥ Remarks.
Last This Last This
fortnight. | fortnight. | fortnight. fortnight.

Bhadréchalam ., s o 69 , 83 312 ’ 2,078 | The increase is naturally consequent on thé

increase in the number of relief workers,

e
SRS

Government at different centres

)

~n ~
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- Private charity.—The sale of food grains at normal rates to Koyas and Pancha-
mas at depdts opened with the funds supplied by the Famine Charitable Relief Fund
Committee, Madras, is going on on a large scale. A depdt has lately been ordered
to be started at Chédavaramu. I do not really think that there is much distress there.
But the Deputy Tahsildar reports that the Koyas are making an outcry about the
dearness of grain and certainly the Komaties are selling at a very dear rate.

General Remarks.—This report deals with the state of things up to the 10th
instant. Owing to a sudden change in my plans owing to the disturbances in Pola-
varam which necessitated a rapid march of pearly 100 miles, my tappal has been reach-
g me eight or ten days after despatch and consequently this report has been delayed
until to-day (23rd) when the Yellavaram Deputy Tahsildar’s report reached me. On
the 5th instant, a gang of Koyas in Polavaram ‘division looted the village of Bayya-
nagudem and between then and the 10th instant several other villages were looted.
The chief object was grain, but after the Panchamas joined in, jewellery was also
looted. Dacoities were also reported from Yellavaram division in connection with
which 69 persons were arrested. On receiving the report from Polavaram I went
straight down from Pulusumamidi, where I was, to Jangareddigudem, 84 miles, but
found on my arrival that the Agent and Superintendent of Police had doue all that
was necessary and that all disturbances seemed to be over. I accordingly started for
Yellavaram under the orders of the Agent and cannot therefore say how far the looting
was due to acute distress. I had seen no reason to fear such a rising during my tour
in the division from 8th to 18th June, and in fact at Buttayagudem, almost the centre
of the disturbed country, the headmen had told me that the people could pull through
without assistance if the south-west monsoon did not fail.

When I left Bhadrichalam, the condition was critical as no good rain had
fallen since 17th June 1897. However on the 10th and 11th good rain fell in places
and further rain has since been reported. The increased number on relief works is
not I think a sign of acute distress but is due to the fact becoming generally known
that a B wage could be obtained without working for it. The system of gratuitous
relief to people who have no means of livelihood and the sale of grain at cheap rates
will now, I think, be sufficient measures of relief until the early crops are harvested.
Until then no change can be made.

INspECTIONS OF THE DiIsTRICT OFFICERS.

Taluks and places visited—Bhadrdchalam {aluk.—Kuuavaram, Ratsagompalli,
Gaviridevipet, Raynipet, Bhadrdchalam, Dummagudem and return to Kunavaram and
Pulusumamidi.

Advances of loans.—Nil.

Endorsement by V. A. BRODIE, Esq., Collector of Gdddvari, dated 29th July 1897.

Forwarded. As regards Bhadrdchalam, the season is now, I am informed, much
more favourable, they having recently had over 5 inches of rain in a week at Dumma-
gudem and copious rain generally throughout the taluk which has, I understand, come
in time to save the paddy seedlings and the dry crops in most instances, although cases
of lands having to be re-sown are reported by the Assistant Collector in the Marri-
gudem and Rekkapalli ranges. It is to be hoped now that the season will continue
favourable. At least one thing is certain and that is, that the country has at last
received a thorough soaking, so that a break in the rain now even for a fortnight or
three weeks would probably not do immediate harm. In the Bhadrdchalam range
Mr. Woodhouse reports that the crops are in excellent condition and that he has closed
the relief works owing to the scandalous waste of money that was going on—the work-
ers although in excellent condition as a rule only turning out one-seventh of the pre-
scribed task owing to the fact that the majority were doing no work at all owing to
want of supervision. As regards this a separate communication has been sent to the
Commissioner,
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9. In the Marrigudem and Rekkapalli ranges Mr. Coleridge reports that the
condition of the people appears to him to be deteriorating and has 5“880‘?9431!9'8&&-
ing of works. I have vetoed this because works are no boon as they will only d
the people away from their own cultivatwn.whwh requires al} their attention and
because there are no officers available to supervise them,and experience at Dummagu
shows that, if work is to be given, it must be on contract paid for by the piece.and,
I am sure, any work of the sort wouid never be completed and so prove a waste of
money pure and simple. He has been instructed, instead, to be as liberal as he
thinks necessary in the grant of gratuitous relief, as this form of relief will be more
appreciated than real work by the people. Everywhere it is reported that the grain
depbts carried on by means of an aliotment from the Charitable fund are bein
increasingly run upon. = AS funds are nearly exhausted, I have asked the Charitable
Committee for a further allotment, to enable me to continue these till the middle of
September when the early crops should be harvested, but should the Charitable ¥und &
Committee refuse further aid on the ground that such general measures of relief Jie
outside its functions, T solicit permission and funds to centinue the same at the cost of
Government. I have observed a letter in the ¢ Madras Mail ” to the effect that the
concession of purchasing cholam at 16 seers per rupee should be allowed to all
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-~ sits lightly on the conscience of a Koya and we may be sure he will regard repayment

" as a nuisance whenever it has to be made, unless it is demanded at harvest when a
plenteous supply makes him reckless and careless. 1 would make it a condition that

_such ‘loans are to be recovered by the headmen at harvest and repaid or their value,

- . at current market prices, repaid within one month of harvest. In Polavaram all
~disturbances are at an end and they were only partly, if at all, due to want. Princi-
pally they were due to instigation and a desire for vengeance on the Komaties who,
having got rich by cheating and deceiving the Koyas for years, this year when they
wanted aid, withheld it. Certainly on this side of the frontier there is no emaciation

to indicate want and the only persons, I have seen in what could be called indifferent
condition, were a batch of persons from the Nizam’s side arrested at Jeelugumille.

They certainly looked worse than any of those caught on this side though they were

not very bad and the doctor stated it was ridiculous to ask him to certify as to
whether they could stand a flogging of five or seven strokes, as they could very well

stand far more. About Jangareddigudem and Buttayagudem, where I have seen

% ‘hundreds of men and women, they are in excellent condition and don’t pretend when
5 pressed that they went looting for want and they were the principal looters of all.

. g 1 S They went becanse every one else was going—those who were well off and
castes without distinction in Bhadrdchalam and not, as at present, limited to Koyas, those who were mot, Nor dothese remarks apply only to the Koyas but also

Reddis and Panchamas. The limit has been imposed for two reasons—first, because : _ to the Panchamas. A finer set of Panchamas, as regards condition and physique,
it would require far more funds to do this and also because the other castes reside in could now}iere be picked up in the delta’ haphazard, than a lot of 18 from But-

the river-side villages which, as a rule, everywhere had excellent crops. If the vil- . ' tayagadem ecaught by the District Superintendent on the warpath, and of the lot
lagers have sold their grain, they have done so at excellent prices and can afford to buy Yo fattest, and he really was fat, gave his profession as ¢ begging.” Gedda
elsewhere and where they have not, they must be hﬂoardmg for better prices still and - . rishnamma, the uncrowned king of the Koyas at Kannapuram, told me some of them
I want to force them to sell. 1f we open the AdGPOtS to them, they will keep their were hard up and wanted assistance, but he could not give the name of a single
own hoards and get their supplies from the depdt, as the famine scare 18 still strong. village off hand, and said he would inquire and send me, a list ; of course, he wants
Tn the village of Waddigudem alone there are, I am certain, scores of putties of cholam to make out that the Koyas went out from want, because the Komaties all say he
but 1 have not yet heard that they are selling it or that they have as yet even was at the bottom of the whole thing, and certainly there are strong grounds for
opened their pits. The recent heary rain should have made them do this and if it has, suspecting lim, as such a thing could hardly originate in his muttah, as it did,
a fall in the local price will not, I.thmk, be long in setting in, now that prospects witbout his knowledge, and the fact that he afterwards got up a sham loot of one of
generally are much brighter. Of course general rules cause hardship and I have his own houses only increases this suspicion. If they went out from want, it is certain
accordingly informed Mr. Coleridge and Mr. Woodhouse that grain may be sold in they ‘must have applied for assistanee first to him, and he must, one feels certain,
small quantities at a time to members of other castes (not n.mre.than four seers) when have got rid of the burden by directing their attention to the Kometies. Once
the depdt-keepers are satisfied that they do not hold land in river-side villlages and started, of course, the mania for looting spread like wild fire, for as soon as it was
that they are really poor. reported that the Koyas were coming, in most villages every man, woman and child

As regards Yellavaram and Chédavaramu, I have nothing to add to the remarks fled. In consequence we had 31 villages looted 1n six days and all looted but onein : 2
of the Special Assistant who is now there. The opening of a grain depdt at Chéda- five days—Sunday to Friday. If relief is to be given, it should take the shape of
varamu is news to me, as 1 had not been informed that this had been done though I advances through the muttahdars who must be held responsible for repayment,

ve orders that, if the Komatis attempted to force up prices to 10 seers per rupee, As regards the rest of the district, I have to report that all Divisional officers
% should be done and I would ask for funds to sell on market days to Koyas and were ordered to open test relief works when it was seen the monsoon was unduly late,
Reddis at 14 seers per rupee. How these hill people generally are to be relieved but they have nowhere attracted labour, except in the Kottapalli range of Rajahmundry
‘most effectually is a puzzling question. They won't work, as we know, even at wood- and at Cocanada where a few Turpus have attended a work. This last, however,
cutting outside their villages and it is not kindness to compel them to go to works. is hardly a fair test, as I find the workers are being paid far more than the wages
Every man is a cultivator and has his own work on which his livelihood next year they are entitled to under the Famine Code in lieu of payments for dependants
depends. Gratuitous relief cannot be given satisfactorily also, for we must give it which are not made. A man gets As. 2 and a woman As. 1-6, so that a man
‘practically to all without inquiry, for emaciation is no test. A whole village will and his wife can earn As. 3-6 a day which is a high wage. If they have children

: who ecan work, of course, they get more, as all children alike get 9 pies a day.

have things more or less in common and live as usual till the last grain in it is
Even with these rates there are only about 180 on the work, who are mostly natives

consumed and we have consequently men in first-rate condition who may be starving
though they look the reverse and the whole village will go down together were the of Vizagapatam and Ganjém, though a few old Cocanada people, like worn out punkah-
pullers, &ec., are also to be found among them. When a man is too old to pull a

Koya a man to suffer quietly. He is not, however. Gratuitous relief to a few in a
punkah, he can’t do much work, but of course he has no objection to do what he can
for As. 2.

village, therefore won’t answer. In some villages all may be starving, and in others
3. As regards Rajahmundry, T have not received particulars from the D?uty

only a few but all will expect the same treatment. For such people two means of

relief seem advisable—one the sale qf grain at fair priees, so that thpse who have or

can get money can get its full .eqmvalent in food and the other is not to attempt 1le h : . :

gratuitous relief save in exceptional and isolated cases but to advance grain to the Sﬁ;‘?ﬁg&i&ﬁnwasatt: ?fsfg?le isfa?:néﬂgg fooI; ?ﬁﬁt a];réefi::?: );oﬁ-agjgguiﬁ?y ltll(l):;
day after to-morrow to see-how things are going on. As things stand, the Kottapalli
range must, however, be considered an affected tract, as four small test works opened

headmen to be repaid in grain. The liability to repay will have some effect in
restraining those, who don’t really want relief, claiming it, and possibly make the people
in it have all attracted labourers and the total working is now reported to be about

a little careful in their use of the grain. The last point 1is doubtful though, for, a debt




1,000 uuﬂ increasing. TIn conclusion, T have to com
1 asked for on the 4th instant has mot yet been ,
telegraphed about it. Iam spending money because it is
necessary, however, and will recoup if my present ull&rtment‘
‘money is received.

Gk

Resolution—No. 568, dated 14th August 1897.
Submitted for the information of Government.

2. The rainfall in the fortnight under report was below the
has been a good fall since, which has materially improved the candlnon
of the district.

3. The questions dmcussed by the Collector have been dupoaed
Proceedings.

(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed)

To the Secretary to Government, Revenune Department.
»  Collector of Gédéavari.

Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner.

‘Orper—No. 730, Revenue, dated 30th August 1897.

, Miscellaneous. '

(True Extract.)

for Ag.

To the Famine Commissioner,

,» the Public Works Department

5, the Local and Municipal Department.
,» the Financial Department,

,» the Accountant-Greneral.

Exd. Shaik Karim,

80 Copiés.
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__the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue
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__the following Fortnightly Narrativq for the_, Sp_wig] m i
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State oF THE COUNTRY. £ : 3
" - el
Rainfall and Water-supply.— 3 A
: 4 3 “'*\th;?,:x i
eriod in - i
halsm taluk ... e DU ge
Bhadrichalam talu a1
Chédavaramu division ... W PoRE S
Yellavaram division ... S

"No stafement has been received. The Dey
has been asked to explain the omission.

Water is sufficient for drinking purposes throughout. In Yellavaram
the tanks have received a certain supply. But nowhere is water as yet
irrigation purposes. The rainfall is deficient in Bhadréchalam and mor
needed, when I left the taluk on 12th. I hear that a good fall of rain

occurred. "
AGRICULTCRAL OPERATIONS AND CONDITION OF THE STANDING CRO

Bhadrdchalam Taluk.—The standing crops paddy, gingelly, maize and hill
are fair but are in want of rain. The occasional showers and the frequent
during the fortnight have been keeping them alive. Ploughing is going
purpose of sowing the remaining crops, and if rain comes soon, the safety
should be assured. At the end of this fortnight, the position was very
has since improved. Polavaram Division —Statement not received. The
Tahsildar has been called on for explanation. Chédavaramu Division.—The ryots a
busy with their ploughs and cattle. Gingelly, ganti and chama are flourishing |
places where there has been rain. In other places they are not promising. From t
quantity of rain received I think it may be presumed that the crops will “not
failure. Yellavaram Division.—OQwing to the rains which have been falling throu
the division in this fortnight, millet, gingelly and chama are reviving. Ganti is
being transplanted. Seed-beds of paddy in Chamagedda and Gurtedu ‘muttas are
flourishing.  In other places paddy is being sown for seed-beds. Dry paddy is being
broad cast. . Ryots are ploughing lands for sowing cholam. The state of affairsin
this division now affords very little cause for anxiety. e

Supply of fodder and pasture and condition of cattle—-Blzadrdchalam.—l"oﬂﬁb?"‘ij s
not procurabie but pasture is available for cattle and their condition is improving and
is now fairly good. Polavaram Division.—The Deputy Tahsildar has not sent in his
statement. His explanation has been called for. Chédavaramu Division.—Fodder is
not available. Pasture insufficient in the riverside villages where the people are o
taking special care of their ploughing cattle and milch-cows, leaving the rest of their
herds to pick up what they can. The condition of the latter even is not bad. Koyas ot
and Reddis have also allowed their cattle to stray in the jungles and live there as best
as they can. Their condition too seems satisfactory. Yellavaram Division.—Fodder
not procurable. Pasture available but not sufficient. Cattle diseases, such as dysen-
tery, &c., are still prevailing in some villages, As the tanks here have receiveda

Polavaram division

o
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upply, p must improve and ought, by now, to be sufficient. In fact now
the pasture appears to me sufficient in the parts ghave been in and the cattle are in

~ Qeneral remarks on the previous subjects—The rainfall in Bhadrichalam taluk
the riverside villages of Chédavaramu division is scanty and the condition of
ing crops is not quite satisfactory. In Yellavaram division and in the interior of

LR AT EY 8

Chédavaramn division where there has been some good rain, the prospects, as to dry

ops, are favourable. The river Géddvari bas received no new freshes in this fortnight.
e Sabari, however, came down on the night of the 11th and thus caused a slight

1 in the G%m’sé ldvarl. There was rain round Kunavaram, and there, as well as at
Pulusumamidi, the crops looked favourable. Mr. Woodhousealso reports that they are

~good at Abkicharla. At Bhadrdchalam and Dummagudem unfortunately the fall of
rain on this date was very slight. '

FooD SUPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

&4

Prices of principal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of
80 tolas per rupee, for the period ending 15th July 1897.

Rice. Cholam. Ragi.
Stationk, End 6f | End of | End of | End of | End of | End of Remarks.
o, g i e lass | current | last | current| last | current
period. | period. | period. | period. | period. | period.
Bhadrfchalam .. A7 9 9 12 12 o
Kachavaram .. . o 9 9 14 14 ;
Waddigudem .. §s 1OF on 9 9 14 14 = i
varamul .. A 8 8 12 12 12 12 There were two market days
during the fortnight.
Their average prices are
Devipatnam . . . 93 8 181V 18°& 131 = .. 13 & 12 shown.
Addatigala o s 9 8% 13 12 13 12 The prices at Yelleswaram
“ : shandy have been a bit
: better and numbers of the
5 ¥ gao_ple in the Yellavaram
vision go there fo buy
Jaddangi .o "L T G . 9 8 13 12 18 12 grain,

:'Actz'm'ty of trade.—Private trade in rice and dry staple food-grains is moderate,
No imports or exports by sea or train. Sufficient quantity of rice has been imported
from Rajahmundry to Bhadrdchalam taluk. :

The eonsumption of the grain from the Government depéts supplied with money
from the Famine Relief Fund has increased largely. 71he increase is rather difficult to
account for, but is probably due to the depGts becoming better known and to
advances being made more freely by the Komaties owing to the fall of rain.

CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

- Onworks.—The relief workers on the Gangole tank near Dummagudem are in good
condition. Their number has risen to 1,953 and is still enormously increasing. This
increase is attributed mainly to the little work that is being done by the labourers
owing to laxity of supervision, the Assistant Engineer in charge of the works with his
scanty and incompetent staff of officers under him being unable to exercise due
supervision and check. The result is that B wage is given to many who do not do a
stroke of work and naturally the works are popular. The works have since been
reported to have been stopped for this reason. Gratuitous relief is given to the really
deserving workers. This will be further reported on in the next fortnightly narrative.
The ordinary road works in Chédavaramu and Yellavaram divisions have been taken on
contract _y people from the plains. : - :
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In villages.—Cholam and ragi a;i'ggbe'in% sold by ép‘vernmeﬁt at different csntiai

in Bhadréchalam taluk at normal rates to Koyas and Panchamas. The old and in
firm are being given gratuitous relief. Others are partlghhving on jungle {Mﬁs,ftpq?' '
&c., and partly on grain occasionally purchased. In Chédavaramu a grain depbt has

lately been opened and cholam and ragi are being sold there to the hill peopl at

cheaper rates than at the local markets. . Here and in Yellavaram division, the bulk

of the people are living on jungle roots, vegetable curries, ambalies of tamarind seeds

and jeelugu stems, toddy, &e. The people in the rented villages of Yellavaram -

division cut timber and take it for sale to plain villages. The _ra.infall duﬁ'@ﬁthm

fortnight has enabled the hill people to dig out roots from the soil which had hitherto 4

been too hard. Amongst those on gratuitous relief at Dummagudem only a few were
really emaciated. Mr. Coleridge reports that there are many in his range and he has
been ordered to put them all on gratuitous relief. horgel

: 5 ¥ g ;
Sickness and mortality —No deaths from starvation. Cholera has abated in Bhadré-

chalam taluk to a great extent but still breaks out from time to time. No epidemics

nor other sorts of sickness are reported anywhere except fevers which are indigenous

to the climate. Cholera has again broken out in Polavaram but I do not know to
what extent, as the Deputy Tahsildar has not reported, and 1 only made a TLurried
journey from Polavaram to Jangareddigudem and back.

>
MEASURES OF RELIEF.

Works—In what taluks open and comparison of nugxbérs——

Number employed
Taluk. Remarks.
Last This e
fortnight. | fortnight. ;s
Bhadréchalam taluk— =t
At Dummagudem .. 51 o 399 1,953 | The increase in the number is accounted for under ¢ Con-
dition of the people—on wor #2

Gratuitous Relief—Numbers relieved at kitchens and otherwise—

Number relieved
At kitchens.
Talok. In poor-houses. In villages.
x Dependants. ‘ Others.

Last This Last This Last This Last This
fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort-
- night. | night. | night. | night. night. | night. | might. | night.
A 5. ot s Pl # \ 31 ‘ 55 % sssl 531

" o T A . ;
The increase is due to failure of the rains and may be expected to continue until the early crops are harvested.

Number of relief [
Number of villages | workers’ children and .
in which relief was | infirm dependants
given. receiving money i :
Taluks. doles. : : Remarks.
Last This Last This
fortnight. | fortnight. | fortnight. fortnight.
Bhadréchalam ¢ o we 69 83 312 +2,078 | The increase is naturally consequent on the
. increase in the number of relief workers.

~ ~ i I
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Private charity.—The sale of food grains at normal rates to Koyas and Pancha-
mas at depdts opened with the funds supplied by the Famine Charitable Relief Fund
Committee, Madras, is going on on a large scale. A depbt has lately been ordered
to be started at Chédavaramu. I do not really think that there is much distress there.
But the Deputy Tahsildar reports that the Koyas are making an outery about the
dearness of grain and certainly the Komaties are selling at a very dear rate.

General Remarks—This report deals with the state of things up to the 10th
instant, Owing to a sudden change in my plans owing to the disturbances in Pola-
varam which hecessitated a rapid march of nearly 100 miles, my tappal has been reach-
ing me eight or ten days after despatch and consequently this report has been delayed
until to-day (23rd) when the Yellavaram Deputy Tahsildar’s report reached me. On
the 5th instant, g gang of Koyas in Polavaram division looted the village of Bayya-
nagudem and between then and the 10th instant several other villages were looted.
The chief object was grain, but after the Panchamas joined in, jewellery was also
looted. Dacoities were also reported from Yellavaram division in connection with
which 69 pevsons were arrested. On receiving the report from Polavaram I went
straight down from Pulusumamidi, where I was, to Jangareddigudem, 84 miles, but
found on my arrival that the Agent and Superintendent of . Police had doue all that
was necessary and that all disturbances seemed to be over. I accordingly started for
Yellavaram under the orders of the Agent and cannot therefore say how far the looting
was due to acute distress. I had seen no reason to fear such a rising during my tour
in the division from 8th to 18th June, and in fact at Buttayagudem, almost the centre
of the disturbed country, the headmen had told me that the people could pull through
without assistance if the south-west monsoon did not fail.

When T left Bhadrichalam, the condition was critical as no good rain had
fallen since 17th June 1897. However on the 10th and 11th good rain fell in places
and further rain has since been rep(')rted. The increased number on relief works is
not I think a sign of acute distress but is due to the fact becoming generally known
that a B wage could be obtained without working for it. The system of gratuitous
relief to people who have no means of livelihood and the sale of grain at cheap rates
will now, I think, be sufficient measures of relief until the early crops are harvested.
Until then no change can be made.

IxspECTIONS OF THE DIsTRICT OFFICERS.

Taluks and places visited—Bladrdchalam taluk.—Kunavaram, Ratsagompalli,

Gaviridevipet, Raynipet, Bhadrdchalam, Dummagudem and return to Kunavaram and
Pulusumamidi,

Advances of loans.—Nil.

Endorsement by V. A. BRODIE, Esq., Collector of Géd4vari, dated 29th July 1897.

Forwarded. As regards Bhadrichalam, the season is now, I am informed, much
more favourable, they having recently had over 5 inches of rain in a week at Dumma-
gud_em and copious rain generally throughout the taluk which has, I understand, come
in time to save the paddy seedlings and the dry crops in most instances, although cases
of lands having to be re-sown are reported by the Assistant Collector in the Marri-
gudem and Rekkapalli ranges. It is to be hoped now that the season will continue
favoprable. At least one thing is certain and that is, that the country has at last
received a thorough soaking, so that a break in the rain now even for a fortnight or
three weeks would probably not do immediate harm. In the Bhadrichalam range
Mr. W.OOdhOuse reports that the crops are in excellent condition and that he has closed
the relief works owing to the scandalous waste of money that was going on—the work-
ers.although in excellent condition as a rule only turning out one-seventh of the pre-
scribed task owing to the fact that the majority were doing no work at all owing to

want of Supervision. As regards this a separate communication has been sent to the
Commissioner,
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- 2. In the Marrigudem and Re i
condition of the people appears to hiﬁ%&ﬁﬁ? :
1111] of works, I have vetoed this because works are no
}t) e:a ﬁﬁ]ﬁeaway fromﬁitheu' own cultivation which vl oIl ﬁhe;y 1Ll onl
besmying b r?f are n]gq cers ava.llable.to supervise them,andﬁfperié Ly r attention and
sl el wor. kls to be given, it must be on contract paid fofﬂbﬂﬁbuml{lagudem 4
ke , any Xor. of the sort would never be complet'edﬁa,n'ﬁ Yidbe. pioas sudy i
thinksy pure and simple. He has been instructed, \insteaam‘ﬁq sbf) PURR: oo ol
4 rec'n::essts]?ry in the grant of gratuitous relief, as this fowm of elias i
dlépﬁt iated than real work by the people. Everywhere it is re £ Bf'* Y
depdts carried on by means of an aliotment from the Cha ¥ le‘tEds;that,t :
gcreas.ltngly run upon. As funds are nearly exhausted I*hg.:lta o A aro -
% ;)n;:;; bt:: folrl' a tfklllrther allotment, to enable me to dom’:inue tﬁeaszk:l(]llthl?mhaddnm ¥
Colr’n ek :; fen fe ez;lrly crops should be haryested, but should the Cl;t' "‘:i‘ l‘e o
Copumity fungs_e ur{ er 'al_d on the ground that such general meamn-‘m ?ble ?'m‘.d
oA A 11011118, solicit permission ?,nd funds to continue the sam. es: relief fi..
Sqnerane .f z;lve_ observed a letter in the * Madras Mail » fo'fhee ki
oo witho tp;‘rc. asing _cholam a't 16 seers per rupee should be {‘:ﬁ?ct that the
ek andoll’l 1}sltmct10u in Bh_ad;aehalam and not, as at present, limit dwe{d:tﬁ0 &4

anchamas, The limit has been imposed for two rea,sonsl iirsio bKoygg,
. 3—first, because

it would require far more funds to do this and also because the other castes reside in
eside in :

the river-side villages which, as a rule, eve :

: : ;s , everywhere had : :
iﬁ:@ggxgli Ehilrt%ram},l they have done s{) at excellen?;)(i'?lcl:sn;nc; (()311:1. aﬂ} ; dt ek
I want to force tle1e(1;3n vt(f ysel?.‘ e I?&*eth:ge;n lt]lfz b(fe }g;argint% B0 Datier price(s)rstilff l:;i
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i): Itlhl:?ii?:o?;_if %gt (tll(ll?lr Zupphes from the depot, I':s th: fax(:x?r;eﬂsl:z'e“gl lt{'(ifp ik
vt . g o a; h1gudem alone there are, Iam certain, scores of put tie: -lf s;:lrong- 5

opeand thois biks ye'l‘hea'r that they are selling it or that they have als0 (;; e

T {)oca.l The recent heavy rain should have made them do this andyfe Fring

L grllc)e. will not, I think, be long in setting in, now that 10 1t hag,

b5 din}élv infol:"rcned %ghtgr‘l (,)f course general rules cause ,hardship avngrgs%zcts

small quantities at a t'l £, Uoleridge and Mr., Woodhanse, that grain may b 10 in

ime to members of other castes (not more than \fouryseeis?l%] g

when

the depbt-keepers are satisfied that s
that they are really poor. they do not hold land in_river-side villlages and

As regards Yellavaram and Chédavaramu, I i
35‘ :2111;:1 l?}i):c;al A tssmt‘amt who is now there. Tl;e (g)ae:;fix?g() tohfufl‘gg:‘(;izdgetoa:he rerlrlxarkP
s (:;v}:t O'fnrfl’ aIs{ I had not been informed that this had been fl)OI:watthC i
gy i n’el deI omatis attempted to force up prices to 10 seers b o
N and I would ask for funds to sell on market days to Kp:r b
I e T
ch:;ng n?;xfsilgz ihelltli‘ villages and i$ is_ not kgndggss vzgreo’n?;e‘ivetl}:gl?lwéoeve: tat e
i gds Gratuiltlou:atolr‘ zfmd has his own work on which his livelihoo?i'nzxvzorks.
R e b L L
u’ : Yy, n 18 no 1 1
E:I'lv:ug;gg:n;n‘?: Itln- less in common and live as usual t:islfl;. thé ;;];:18 Zﬁlla;ge o
sy 1:have consequently men in first-rate eondition who magrbe tl a l? v
Koyfa mmy; it~ eo; r;;;rtsli anid1 :hig I:(v):loie:) village will go ‘down toget}iler vsv;'I;ntx}ll%
Zlnllh;gz, }gir%fl(l):eaﬁvo;’iﬁanswe? thIn some villv;egzgr;ll g;;tl;)l:o :t:r?iexlll;f afda ij;fvgt]izz :
. . expect the same treatment. For ’ :
z;ﬁef eiee:i) :;ivu:}able——-tox}e the sale of grain at fair price(s), ss;l iﬁag et?nli)l:e :‘1'1(2) nllleans -
gratgitous relg'ef e;: get its full equivalent in food and the other is not to az:v ok
v ;iedu_x exceptional and isolated cases but to advance grain toeﬁ:]lll)t
rostr#Ebs those vs?ho dm’tgrzlln. The liability to repay will have some effect in
eptys, (3 ,th 0 don’t really want relief, claiming it, and possibly make the 11Il
In their use of the grain. The last point is doubtful though, for I;et(i)gb‘:
2
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 sits lightly on the conscience of a Koya and we may be sure he will regard repayment

' as a nuisance whenever it has to be made, unless it is demanded at harvest when a

plenteous supply makes him reckless and careless. 1 would make it a condition that
~ such loans are to be recovered by the headmen at harvest and repaid or their value,
~ at current market prices, repaid within one month of harvest. In Polavaram all
disturbances are at an end and they were only partly, if at all, due to want. Princi-
ly they were due to instigation and a desire for vengeance on the Komaties who,
e yzu - got rich by cheating and deceiving the Koyas for years, this year when they
~ wanted aid, withheld it. Certainly on this side of the frontier there is no emaciation
~ to indicate want and the only persons, T have seen in what could be called indifferent
condition, were a batch of persons from the Nizam’s side arrested at J eelugumille.
 They ecertainly looked worse than any of those caught on this side though they were
not very bad and the doctor stated it was ridiculous to ask him to certify as to
whether they could stand a flogging of five or seven strokes, as they could very well
stand far more. About Jangareddigudem and Buttayagudem, where 1 have seen
hundreds of men and women, they are in excellent condition and don’t pretend when
pressed that they went looting for want and they were the principal looters of all.
They went because every one else was going—those who were well off and
those who were mnot. Nor do these remarks apply only to the Koyas but also

to the Panchamas. A finer set of Panchamas, as regards condition and physique,
could nowhere be picked up in the delta, haphazard, than alot of 18 from But-
tayagudem caught by the Distriet Superintendent on the warpath, and of the lot
we fattest, and he really was fat, gave his profession as begging.”  Gedda

. rishnamma, the uncrowned king of the Koyas at Kannapuram, told me some of them

~ were hard up and wanted assistance, but he could not give the name of a single
village off hand, and said he would inquire and send me a list ; of course, he wants

to make out that the Koyas went out from want, because the Komaties all say he
was at the bottom of the whole thing, and certainly there are strong grounds for
suspeeting him, as such a thing could hardly originate in his muttah, as it did,

witbout his knowledge, and the fact that he afterwards got up a sham lJoot of one of

his own houses only increases this suspicion. If they went out from want, it is eertain

they must have applied for assistance first to him, and he must, one feels certain,

have got rid of the burden by directing their attention to the Komaties. Once

started, of course, the mania for looting spread like wild fire, for as soon as it was

reported that the Koyas were coming, in most villages every man, woman and child

In consequence we had 31 villages looted in six days and all looted but one in

fled.
five days—Sunday to Friday. If relief is to be given, it should take the shape of
advances through the muttahdars who must be held responsible for repayment.

As regards the rest of the distriet, T have to report that all Divisional officers
were ordered to open test relief works when it wasseen the monsoon was unduly late,
but they have nowhere attracted labour, except in the Kottapalli range of Rajahmundry
and at Cocanada where a few Turpus have attended a work. This last, however,
is hardly a fair test, as 1 find the workers are being paid far more than the wages
they are entitled to under the Famine Code in lieu of payments for dependants
which are mot made. A man gets As. 2 and a woman As. 1-6, so that a man
and his wife can’ earn As. 3-6 a day which is a high wage. If they have children
who can work, of course, they get more, as all children alike get 9 pies a day.

Even with these rates there are only about 180 on the work, who are mostly natives
of Vizagapatam and Ganjdm, though a few old Cocanada people, like worn out punkah-
em. When a man is too old to pull a

pullers, &e., are also to be found among th
punkah, he can’t do much work, but of course he has no objection to do what he can

for As. 2.

3. As regards Rajahmundry, I have not received particulars from the Deputy
Collector as to what wages he is paying and on what prices they have been fixed nor
also information as to tasks. I have called for this and leave for Rajahmundry the
duy after to-morrow to see how things are going on. As things stand, the Kottapalli
range must, however, be considered an affected tract, as four small test works opened
in it have all attracted labourers and the total working is now reported to be about




1,000 and increasing. In conclusion, T have : mgu in that th . 90.00
I asked for on the 4th instant has not yet been received, though i &wm
telegraphed about it. Iam spending money becar is reported to be absolutely

necessary, however, and will recoup if my present allotment is exceeded when the
money is received. g L3 el
“ ' PRI ~v : = & {

Resolution—No. 568, dated 14th August 1897. ’ 4
Submitted for the information of Government. ! 1

8 : : 4 ; AR : 3 ; z
2. The rainfall in the fortnight under report was below the average. but :
has boon a good fall since, which has materially improved the condition. sy prosaery
of the district. : By, B
8. The questions discussed by the Collector have been disposed of in ser te
. Proceedings. ”?;u‘

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,

Spare copies /{

P ES36/5)

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
»  Collector of Gédavari.

Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner.

— 5

G.0., No. 730, 30th August 1897.

Orper—No. 730, Revenue, dated 30th August 1897. : .
, Miscellaneous. l Recorded.
(True Extract.) 5
(Signed)  G. STOKES, |

Ag. Secretary to Government.
| AUGUST.

To the Famine Commissioner.

»» the Public Works Department.

» the Local and Municipal Department.

»» the Financial Department,

» the Accountant-General. :

ik Recording Board’s Proceedin submitting to Government, with remarks, — of tha
~Cédévari district for the period ending 15th July 1807, ' o ‘
80 Copies. ; 1e :

.
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—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Sefﬂ
e L:ndoRecordgs and Agriculture), No. 568, dated 14th August 1897 : —

v A1 bieusuiel - |
Read—the following Fortnightly Narrative for the Special Assistant Agent’s division,
- Goddvari (giistrict, during the period ending 15th of July 1897 :— =~

StaTe oF THE CoUNTRY.

Rainfall and Water-supply.— Raintall

d;::.?& g,”, rainfall in
inches. inches.
Bhadréichalsm taluk ... o @O 1-40
(2nd & 7th)
Ché6davaramu division ... seo 90 522
Yellavaram division ... s £ 210 0-78
Polavaram division .., . No statement has been received. The Deputy Tahsildar

has been asked to explain the omission.

Water is sufficient for drinking purposes throughout. In Yellavaram division,
the tanks have received a certain supply. But nowhere is water as yet sufficient for
irrigation purposes. The rainfall is deficient in Bhadrdchalam and more was urgently i
needed, when I left the taluk on 12th. I hear that a good fall of rain has since =

oceurred.
AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS AND CONDITION OF THE STANDING CROPS.

Bhadrdchalam Taluk.—The standing crops paddy, gingelly, maize and hill cholam
are fair but are in want of rain. The occasional showers and "the frequent cloudiness
during the fortnight have been keeping them alive. Ploughing is going on for the
purpose of sowing the remaining crops, and if rain comes soon, the safety of dry crops
should be assured. At the end of this fortnight, the position was very critical, but
has since improved. Polavaram Division —Statement not received. The Deputy
Tahsildar has been called on for explanation. = Chédavaramu Division.—The ryots are
busy with their ploughs and cattle. Gingelly, ganti and chama are flourishing in
places where there has been rain. In other places they are not premising. From the
quantity of rain received I think it may be presumed that the crops will not be a
failure. = Yellavaram Division.—Owing to the rains which have been falling throughout
the division in this fortnight, millet, gingelly and chama are reviving. Ganti is
being transplanted. Seed-beds of paddy in Chamagedda and Gurtedu muttas are
flourishing. In other places paddy is being sown for seed-beds. Dry paddy is being
broad cast. Ryots are ploughing lands for sowing cholam. The state of affairs in
this division now affords very little cause for anxiety.

Supply of fodder and pasture and condition of catlle— Bhadrdchalam.—Fodder is
not procurable but pasture is available for cattle and their condition is improving and
is now fairly good. ~ Polavaram Division.—The Deputy Tahsildar has not sent in his
statement. His explanation has been called for. Chédavaramu Division.—Fodder is
not available. Pasture insufficient in the riverside villages where the people are
taking special care of their ploughing cattle and milch-cows, leaving the rest of their
herds to pick up what they can. The condition of the latter even is not bad. Koyas
and Reddis have also allowed their cattle to stray in the jungles and live there as best
as they can. Their condition too seems satisfactory. Yellavaram Division.—Fodder
not procurable. Pasture available but not sufficient. Cattle diseases, such as dysen-
tery, &c., are still prevailing in some villages, As the tanks here have received a

4

~ No. 730, Revexv, 80t Avovsr 1897, 3

: ;j'certain supply, pasture must improve and ought, by now, to be sufficient. In fact now
~the pasture appears to me sufficient in the parts I have been in and the cattle are in
fair condition. i ¥iad .

General remarks on the previous subjects,—The rainfall in Bhadrdchalam taluk
and in the riverside villages of Chédavaramu division is scanty and the condition of

standing crops is not quite satisfactory. In Yellavaram division and in the interior of
Chédavaramu division where there has been some good rain, the prospects, as to dry

crops, are favourable. The river Géddvari has received no new freshes in this fortnight.
The Sabari, however, came down on the night of the 11th and thus caused a slight
fiesh in the Géddvari., There was rain round Kunavaram, and there, as well as at
Pulusumamidi, the erops looked favourable. Mr. Woodhousealso reports that they are
good at Abkicharla. At Bhadrdchalam and Dummagudem unfortunately the fall of
rain on this date was very slight.

Foop suppLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

Prices of principal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of
80 tolas per rupee, for the period ending 15th J uly 1897.

Rice. Cholam. Ragi.
Ssatigi, End of | End of | End of | End of | End of | End of Remarks.
last | current | last current | last current
period. | period. | period. | period. | period. period.
Bhadrbchalam .. ., 9 9 12 12
Kachavaram o . 5 9 9 14 14
Waddigudem ., oo . 9 9 14 14 R ou
varamua ., i % 8 8 12 12 12 12 There were two market days
d}lring the fortnight.
Their average prices are
Devipatnam P v . 93 8 137713 &12) .. 13 & 12 shown.
Addatigala o5 . 9 83 13 12 13 12 The prices at Yelleswaram
. shandy have been a bit
’ better and numbers of the
people in the Yellavaram
division go there to buy
Jaddangi ., o e od 9 8 13 12 13 12 grain,

Activity of irade.—Private trade in rice and dry staple food-grains is moderate,
No imports or exports by sea or train. Sufficient quantity of rice has been imported
from Rajahmundry to Bhadrdchalam taluk.

The consumption of the grain from the Government depdts supplied with money
from the Famine Relief Fund has increased largely. The inecrease is rather difficult to
account for, but is probably due to the depdts becoming better known and to
advarces being made more freely by the Komaties owing to the fall of rain.

~ CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

On works.—The relief workers on the Gangole tank near Dummagudem are in good
condition. Their number has risen to 1,953 and is still enormously increasing. Thig
increase is attributed mainly to the little work that is being done by the labourers
owing to laxity of supervision, the Assistant Engineer in charge of the works with his
scanty and incompetent staff of officers under him being unable to exercise due
supervision and check. The result is that B wage is given to many who do not do a
stroke of work and naturally the works are popular. The works have since been
reported to bave been stopped for this reason.  Gratuitous relief is given to the reall
deserving workers. This will be further reported on in the next fortnightly narrative,
The ordinary road works in Chédavaramu and Yellavaram divisions have been taken on
contract by people from the plains. .



 In villages.—Cholam and ra
in Bhadrdchalam taluk at nor
firm are being given gratuitous rel
&e., and partly on grain occasionally -
-lau;lfy beg:n(l)pengd and cholam an
. cheaper rates than at the local marl
of the people are living on jungle r
and jeelugu stems, toddy, &e. The
division eut timber and take it for sale to p
fortnight has enabled the hill people to F :
been too hard. ~Amongst those on gratuitous
really emaciated. Mr. Coleridge reports that there
been ordered to put them all on gratuitous relief. :
Sickness and mortality.— No deaths from starvation. Cholera]
chalam taluk to a great zxtent but still bmfh(upiftom "ié;’-,
nor other sorts of sickness are reported anywhere except fevers whic !
to the climate. Cholera has again broken out in Polavaram but
what extent, as the Deputy Tahsildar has not reported, and I
journey from Polavaram to Jangareddigudem and back. v

MEASURES OF an ‘ Freeiie
Works.—In what taluks open and compurison of numbers—

Taluk
Last This BEres
fortnight. | fortnight.| 1
r . : st R el At e g e R
Bhadrichalam taluk— ' SRsaaREAR I e
" At Dummagudem 4. .. .. 399 1,968 | The increase in the number is accounted for ander * Con-
L ; : diti;ouo.fthopaople:{—gnww A dy : Ry

Gratuitous Relief—Numbers relieved at kitchéiis‘l‘ and otherwm—-

Number relieved Avidg s §is
At kitchens, : il : ?
In poor-houses. |
Talok. ' po 3 B
Dependants. Others. :
Last This Last This Last | This Last This
fort- | fort- fort- | fort- | fort- | fort- -

| fort- | fort- . | fort-
might. | night. | night. | night. | night. | night. | might. |
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The increase is due to failure of the rains and may be expected to cmhmmﬂ%uﬂywmmmm P 3a)
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= S ; . — ]
i ..o |  Number of relief | ; :
Number of villages *| workers’ children and 3 s5- iig
| in ‘which relief was | infirm dependants it g o
en. - receiving money : {FEs ikt
Taluks. S b dnﬁs. Z: Remarks. i
. , beui sl anl : i
fortnight. | fortnight. | fortnight. |fortnight.
badréchalam , . 69 | 88 812 | 2,078 | The increase is naturally consequent on the
¥ i e ) , y increase in the number of relief workers.
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Private charity.—The sale of food grains at normal rates to Koyas and Pancha-
0ts opened with the funds supplied by the Famine Charitable Relief Fund
ee; Madras, is going on on a large scale. A depdt has lately been ordered
ted at Chédavaramu. I do not really think that there is much distress there,
 the Deputy Tahsildar reports that the Koyas are making an outery about the
earness of grain and certainly the Komaties are selling at a very dear rate.

General Remarks.—This report deals with the state of things up to the 10th

£ inétant. Owing to a sudden change in my plans owing to the disturbances in Pola-
- varam which necessitated a rapid march of nearly 100 miles, my tappal has been reach-

ing me eight or ten days after despatch and consequently this report has heen delayed
until to-day (23rd) when the Yellavaram Deputy Tahsildar’s report reached me. On
the 5th instant, a gang of Koyas in Polavaram division looted the village of Bayya-
nagudem and between then and the 10th instant several other villages were looted.
The chief object was grain, but after the Panchamas joined in, jewellery was also
looted. Dacoities were also reported from Yellavaram division in connection with
which 69 persons were arrested. On receiving the report from Polavaram I went
straight down from Pulusumamidi, where I was, to Jangareddigudem, 84 miles, but
found on my arrival that the Agent and Superintendent of Police had done all that
was necessary and that all disturbances seemed to be over. I aceordingly started for
Yellavaram under the orders of the Agent and cannot therefore say how far the looting
was due to acute distress. T had seen no reason to fear such a rising during my tour
in the division from 8th to 18th J une, and in fact at Buttayagudem, almost the centre
of the disturbed country, the headmen had told me that the people could pull through
without assistance if the south-west monsoon did not fail,

When I left Bhadrichalam, the condition was critical as no good rain had
fallen since 17th June 1897. However og the 10th and 11th good rain fell in places
and further rain has since been reported. The increased number on relief works is
not I think a sign of acute distress but is due to the fact becoming generally known
that a B wage could be obtained without working for it. The system of gratuitous

relief to people who have no means of livelihood and the sale of grain at cheap rates

will now, I think, be sufficient measures of relief until the early crops are harvested,
Until then no change can be made.

InspEcTIONS OF THE DIsTRICT OFFICERS.

Taluks and places visited— Bhadrdchalam {aluk.—Kunavaram, Ratsagompalli,
Gaviridevipet, Raynipet, Bhadrdchalam, Dummagudem and return to Kunavaram and
Pulusumamidi.

Advances of loans.—Nil.

Endorsement by V. A. BRODIE, Esq., Collector of Géd4vari, dated 29th J uly 1897.

Forwarded. As regards Bhadr4chalam, the season is now, I am informed, much
more favourable, they having recently had over 5 inches of rain in a week at Dumma-
gudem and copious rain generally throughout the taluk which has, T understand, come
in time to save the paddy seedlings and the dry crops in most instances, although cases
of lands having to be re-sown are reported by the Assistant Collector in the Marri-
gudem and Rekkapalli ranges. Tt is to be hoped now that the season will continue
favourable. At least one thing is certain and that is, that the country has at last
received a thorough soaking, so that a break in the rain now even for a fortnight or
three woeks would probably not do immediate harm. In the Bhadrdchalam range
Mr. Woodhouse reports that the crops are in excellent condition and that he has closed
the relief works owing to the scandalous waste of money that was going on—the work-
ers although in excellent condition as a rule only turning out one-seventh of the pre-
scribed task owing to the fact that the majority were doing no work at all owing to

want of supervision. As regards this a separate communication has been sent to the
Commissioner,
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9. In the Marrigndem and Rekkapalli ranges Mr. Col ridge  reports that the
condition of the people appears to him to be deteriorating and hﬁ suggested the start-
ing of works. I have vetoed this because works are no boon as they will only _ £500
the people away from their own cultivation which requires all their attention and
because there are no officers available to supervise them,and experience at Dummagndem
shows that, if work is to be given, it must be on contract p 1@ for by the piece st
I am sure, any work of the sort wouid never be completed and 8o prove a waste of
money pure and simple. He has been instructed, instead, to b9 as liberal as he
thinks necessary in the grant of gratuitous relief, as this form of relief will be more
appreciated than real work by the people. Everywhere it is reported that the grain
depdts carried on by means of an aliotment from thQ.Chanbable fund are being
increasingly run upon. As funds are nearly exhausted,‘l_;h;}ygﬂ}ked the Charitable
Committee for a further allotment, to enable me to continue these till the middle of
September when the early crops should be harvested, but should the Charitable Yund
Committee refuse further aid on the ground that such general measures of relief lie
outside its funetions, I solicit permission and funds to contifm_e the same at the cost of
Government. I have observed a letter in the ¢ Madras Mail ” to the effect that the
concession of purchasing cholam at 16 seers per rupee should be allowed to all
castes without distinction in Bhadrichalam and not, as at present, limited to Koyas,
Reddis and Panchamas. The limit has been imposed for two reasons—first, because
it would require far more funds to do this and also because the other castes reside in
the river-side villages which, as a rule, everywhere had exeellent erops. If the vil-
lagers have sold their grain, they have done so at excellent prices and can afford to buy
elsewhere and where they have not, they must be hoarding for better prices still and
I want to force them to sell. 1f we open the depdts to them, they will keep their
own hoards and get their supplies from the depdt, as the famine scare is still strong.
Tu the village of Waddigudem alone there are, I am certain, seores of putties of cholam
but 1 have not yet heard that they are selling it or that they have as yet even
opened their pits. The recent heavy rain should have maddtfhem*«do ﬂﬁ, and if it has,
a fall in the local price will not, I think, be long in sGMngxmﬁm that prospects
generally are much brighter. Of course general rules cause hardship and I have
accordingly informed Mr. Coleridge and Mr. Woodhouse that grain may be sold in
small quantities at a time to members of other castes (not more than four seers) when
the depot-keepers are satisfied that they do not hold land in river-side villlages and
that they are really poor. MR DAY I

As regards Yellavaram and Chédavaramu, I have nothing to add to the remarks
of the Special Assistant who is now there. The opening of a grain dep6t at Chdda-
varamu is news to me, as 1 had not been informed that this had been done though I

ave orders that, if the Komatis attempted to force up prices to 10 seers per rupee,
it should be done and I would ask for funds to sell on market days to Koyas and
Reddis at 14 seers per rupee. How these hill people generally are to be relieved
most effectually is a puzzling question. They won't work, as we know, even at wood-
cutting outside their villages and it is not kindness to compel them to go to works.
Every man is a cultivator and has his own work on which his livelihood mext year
depends. Gratuitous relief eannot be given satisfactorily also, for we must give it .
‘practically to all without inquiry, for emaciation is no test. A whole village yn_ll
have things more or less in common and live as usual till the last grain initis
consumed and we have consequently men in first-rate eondition who may be starving
though they look the reverse and the whole village will go down together were the
Koya a man to suffer quietly. He is not, however. Gratuitous relief to a few in a
village, therefore wen't answer. In some villages all may be starving, and in others
only a few but all will expect the same treatment. For such people two means of
relief seem advisable—one the sale of grain at fair'prices, so that those who have or
can get money can get its full equivalent in food and the other is not to attempt
gratuitous relief save in exceptional and isolated cases but to advance grain to the
headmen to be repaid in grain. The liability to repay will have some effect in
restraining those, who don’t really want relief, claiming it, and possibly make the people
a little careful in their use of the grain. The last point is doubtful though, for, a debt

v
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sits lightly on the conscience of a Koya and we may be sure he will regard repayment
as a nuisance whenever it has to be made, unless it is demanded at harvest when a

plenteous supply makes him reckless and careless. I would make it a condition that

such loans are to be recovered by the headmen at harvest and repaid or their value,
at current market prices, repaid within one month of harvest. In Polavaram all
disturbances are at an end and they were only partly, if at all, due to want. Princi-
ally they were due to instigation and a desire for vengeance on the Komaties who,
1aving got rich by cheating and ,deceiving the Koyas for years, this year when they
wanted aid, withheld it. Certainly on this side of the frontier there is no emaciation
to indicate want and the only persons, I have seen in what could be called indifferent
condition, were a batch of persons from the Nizam’s side arrested at Jeelugumille.
They certainly looked worse than any of those caught on this side though they were
not very bad and the doctor stated it was ridiculous to ask him to certify as to
whether they could stand a flogging of five or seven strokes, as they eould very well
stand far more. About Jangareddigudem and Buttayagudem, where I have seen
hundreds of men and women, they are in excellent condition and don’t pretend when
pressed that they went looting for want and they were the principal looters of all.
They went because every one else was going—those who were well off and
those who were not, Nor do these remarks apply only to the Koyas but also
to the Panchamas. A finer set of Panchamas, as regards condition and physique,
could nowhere be picked up in the delta, haphazard, than a lot of 18 from But-
tayagadem caught by the District Superintendent on the warpath, and of the lot
he fattest, and he really was fat, gave his profession as ¢‘ begging.”” Gedda
«rishnamma, the uncrowned king of the Koyas at Kannapuram, told me some of them
were hard up and wanted assistance, but he could not give the name of a single
village off hand, and said he would inquire and send me a list ; of course, he wants
to make out that the Koyas went out from want, because the Komaties all say he
was at the bottom of the whole thing, and certainly there are strong grounds for
suspecting him, as such a thing could hardly originate in his muttah, as it did,
without his knowledge, and the fact that he afterwards got up a sham loot of one of
his own houses only increases this suspicion. If they went out from want, it is certain
they must have applied for assistance first to him, and he must, one feels certain,
have got rid of the burden by directing their attention to the Komaties. Once
started, of coarse, the mauia for looting spread like wild fire, for as soon as it was
reported that the Koyas were coming, in most villages every man, woman and child
fled. In consequence we had 31 villages looted in six days and all looted but one in
five days—Sunday to Friday. If relief is to be given, it should take the shape of
advances through the muttahdars who must be held responsible for repayment.

As regards the rest of the district, I have to report that all Divisional officers
were ordered to open test relief works when it was seen the monsoon was unduly late,
but they have nowhere attracted labour, except in the Kottapalli range of Rajahmundry
and at Cocanada where a few Turpus have attended a work. This last, however,
is hardly a fair test, as I find the workers are being paid far more than the wages
they are entitled to under the Famine Code in lieu of payments for dependants

- which are not made. A man gets As. 2 and a woman As. 1-6, so that a man

and his wife can earn As. 3-6 a day which is a high wage. If they have children
who can work, of course, they get more, as all children alike get 9 pies a day.
Even with these rates there are only about 180 on the work, who are mostly natives
of Vizagapatam and Ganjdm, though a few old Cocanada people, like worn out punkah-
pullers, &c., are also to be found among them. When a man is too old to pull a
gunkah, he can’t do much work, but of course he has no objection to do what he can
or As. 2. '

3. As regards Rajahmundry, I have not received particulars from the Deputy
Collector as to what wages he is paying and on what prices they have been fixed nor
also information as to tasks. I have called for this and leave for Rajahmundry the
day after to-morrow to see how things are going on. As things stand, the Kottapalli
range must, however, be considered an affected tract, as four small test works opencd
in it have all attracted labourers and the total working is now reported to be-about’

\#




PSS

8 No. 730,

i

1,000 and increasing. In conclusion I ha
B I asked for on the 4th instant has not yet
& telegraphed about it. I am spending money because
- necessary, however, and will recoup if my present a
' money is received, ; 5

M
Resolution—No. 568, dated 14th August 1897,

Submitted for the information of GOﬂmmegt,,_

2. The rainfall in the fortnight under report was below the average,
has been a good fall since, which has materially improved the condition and

bntmm s
s |
of the district. prospects

3. The questions discussed by the Collector have been dispos'e’d o? in separate
Proceedings. (o SO G aTHRE *
: (True Copy and Extract.) : ik,
‘ (Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine Sew :
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. i g ot T
»  Collector of Géddvari. g »
Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner. : e .
; | - No. {730,\3 30th August 1897,
| Ozper—No. 730, Revenue, dated 30th August 1897, - : e e
Miscellaneons. , , Recorded. : N < 5
; 5 - Taie ¥ ®
(True Extract.) '

(Signed)  G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

,"- ;
AUGUST
AU -
To the Famine Commissioner, . ;
» the Public Works Department. < >
» the Local and Municipal Department.
» the Financial Department,
» the Accountant-General,
*
5 ¥
.
it .
= ” % S . ; .
Exd. Shaik Kasim; o Eorwﬁy‘ﬁarratlﬂ.
g, U A submitting to Government, with remarks, — of the
o district for the period ending 15th July 1897,
0 Copies S A .
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

&

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

-

Re ying Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlegxeht;‘
e %Snﬁogzzéfi anrd Agrie%lture), No. 568, dated 14th August 1897 :— *

Reqg._. ing Fortnightly Narrative for the Special Assistant Agent’s division, |
vy th%}(fj?lli(x{z:in tciistrict, t(’1uri}1’1g the period endm;g 15th of July 1897 :—

.

>
State oF THE CoUNTRY. )"
Rainfall and Water-supply.— nast L HE
during”the przl'
period in “'mb in
inches. Anckos. -
% cee 230 140
Bhadrichalam talak ... : (2nd & 7th)
Chédavaramu division . R i .]06, g?g
Yellavaram division

No statement has bece.l.l."féeeived. The Deputy Tahsildar

2olavaram division . he
3 has been asked to explain the omission.

! \ ol - -
i 1 inki : llavaram division
Water is sufficient for drinking purposes throug out. In Ye i n,
the tanlr:sehave received a certain supply. %sut nowhere is water as yet sufficient for
UTigation purposes. The rainfall is deﬁci,e/nt in Bhadrdchalam and more was urgently
need(.d’ when I left the taluk on 12th. [I hear that a good fall of rain has since
OCCurred. /

AGRICULTCRAL OPERATIONS AND ‘CONDITION OF THE STANDING CROPS.

Bhadydchalam Taluk.—The standing crops paddy, gingelly, maize and hill cholam
are fair but are in want of rain. The oceasional showers and the Irequent cloudiness .
“I‘ing the fortnight have been keeping thqn a!lve. Ploughing is going on for the
PUrpose of sowing the remaining crops, and if rain comes soon, the safety of dry crops
shoulq b gssured. At the end of this fortnight, the position was very ‘cr‘itlcal, but
A5 Since improved. Polavaram Division —Statement not received. The Deputy
Tabsildar has been called on for explanation. Chédavaramu Division.—The ryots are
busy with  their ploughs and cattle. Gingelly, ganti and chama are flourishing in
Places where there has been rain. In other places they are not promising. From the
duantity of rain received I think it may be presumed that the crops will not be a
failure,”  yortavaram Division.—Owing to the rains which have been falling through.oqt
the division in this fortnight, millet, gingelly and chama are reviving. Ganti is
being transplanted. Seed-beds of paddy in Chamagedda and Gurtedn muttas are
: ﬂoul‘iShing. In other places paddy is being sown for seed-beds, Dry paddy is being
'%ad cast, Ryots are ploughing lands for sowing cholam. The state of affairs in
Ivision now affords very liitle cause for anxiety.

Supply of fodder and pasture and condition of catlle—Bﬁac{rgic/quam.——Fogider is !
10t procurabie but pasture is available for cattle and their condition is 1mproving and
18 nowy fairly good. = Polavaram Division.—The Deputy Tahsildar has not sent in his
statement, " Hig explanation has been called for. Chédavaramu Division.—Fodder is
0t available: Pasture insufficient in the riverside villages where the people are
taking special care of their ploughing eattle and milch-cows, leaving the rest of their .
herds’t, pick up what they can. ~The condition of the latter even is not bad. Koyas
and Reddis have also allowed their cattle to stray in the jungles and live there as best
as they can. Their condition too seems satisfactory.  Yellavaram Division.—Fodder
10t brogurable. Pasture available but not sufficient. Cattle diseases, such as dysen-

eIYs &c., are still prevailing in some villages, As the tanks here have received a
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certain supply, pasture must improve and ought, by now, to be sufficient. TIn fact now

the pasture appears to me sufficient in the parts I have been in and the cattle are in
fair condition.

Ao i

Chédavaramu division where there has been some good rain, the prospects, as to dry
crops, are favourable. The river Gdddvari bas received no new freshes in this fortnight.
be Sabari, however, came down on the night of the 11th and thus caused a slight
h in the Géddvari. There Was rain round Kunavaram, and there, as well as at
sumamidi, the crops looked favourable. Mr. Woodhousealso reports that they are

at Abkicharla. At Bhadrdchalam and Dummagudem unfortunately the fall of
this date was very slight.

«..Foop surrLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

PricEs of principal foga-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of
80 tolas per rupee, for the period ending 15th J uly 1897.

Rice. Cholam, Ragi.
ﬁ-‘\
Satiout End of | Ead of | End of | End of | End of | End of Remarks.
last current last current last current
period. | period. | period. period. | period. | period.

Bhadréchalam 9 9 12 12

Kachavaram 9 9 14 14

Waddigudem 9 9 14 14 ¥ o

Chédavaramu 8 8 12 12 12 12 There were two market days
during  the fortnight.
Their average prices are

Devipatnam 93 8 18 V13198 .. 13& 12 shown,

Addatigala 9 8} 13 12 13 12 The prices at Yelleswaram
shandy have been a bit
better and numbers of the
people in the Yellavaram-
division go there to buy

Jaddangi ., vu . oh 9 8 13 12 13 12 grain,

Activity of trade.—Private trade in rice and dry staple food-grains is moderate.

No imports or exports by sea or train, Sufficient quantity of rice has been imported
from Rajahmundry to Bhadrichalam taluk.

The consumption of the grain from the Government depéts supplied with money
from the Famine Relief Fund has increased largely. The inerease is rather difficult to
account for, but is probably due to the depdts becoming better known and to
advances being made more freely by the Komaties owing to the fall of rain,

CoxNpITION OF THE PEoPLE.

On works.—The relief workers on the Gangole tank near Dummagudem are in good
condition. Their number has risen to 1,953 and is still enormously increasing. Thig
increase is attributed mainly to the little work that is being done by the labourers
owing to laxity of supervision, the Assistant Engineer in charge of the works with hig
scanty and incompetent staff of officers under him being unable to exercise due
supervision and check.. The result is that B wage is given to many who do not do a
stroke of work and naturally the works are popular. The works have since been
reported to have been stopped for this reason. Gratuitous relief is given to the real]
deserving workers. This will be furthey reported on in the next fortnj ghtly narrative,
The ordinary road works in Chédavaramu and Yellavaram divisions have been taken on
contract by people from the plains,
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Private charity.—The sale of food grains at normal rates to Koyas and Pancha-
: mas at depdts opened with the funds supplied by the Famine Charifuble Relief Fund
/ Committee, Madras, is going on on a large scale, A depdt has lately been ordered
f to be started at Chédavaramu. I do not really think that there is much distress there,
Gl But the Deputy Tahsildar reports that the Koyas are making an outery about the
A dearness of grain and certainly the Komaties are selling at a very dear rate,

General Remarks.—This report deals with the state of things up to the 10th
instant. Owing to a sudden change in my plans owing to the disturbances in Pola-
aram which necessitated a rapid march of nearly 100 miles, my tappal h4s been reach.-
e eight or ten days after despatch and consequently this report has heen delayed
=day (23rd) when the Yellavaram Deputy Tahsildar’s report reached me. On
istant, a gang of Koyas in Polavaram division looted the village of Bayya-
d between then and the 10th instant several other villages were looted.
bject was grain, but after the Panchamas joined in, jewellery was also
ities were also reported from Yellavaram division in connection with
&> Were arrested.  On receiving the report from Polavaram I went
Arom Pulusumamidi, where I was, to Jangareddigudem, 84 miles, but
Fival that the Agent and Superintendent of Police had done all that
hat all disturbances seemed to be over. I accordingly started for
Yellavaram Wche :Aers of the Agent and cannot therefore say how far the looting
was due to acute dﬁ% PIC R had seen no reason to fear such a rising during my tour
in the division from Siltb,‘y 18th June, and in fact at Buttayagudem, almost the centre
of the disturbed country " headmen had told me that the people could pull through
without assistance if the‘?Wne‘ngest monsoon *did not fail, -

- In villages.—Cholam and ragi a e bein
in Bhadrécl:‘z}am taluk at normal rates to 8
firm are being given gratuitous relief. f{),them are
&ec., and partly on grain occasionally purchased. £
lately been opened and cholam and ‘ragi are being
cheaper rates than at the local markets. Hem 5
of the people are living o?ungle roota, vegetable ¢
and jeelugu stems, toddy, &e. The people in th
division cut timber and take it for sale tgiphl
fortnight has enabled the hill people to dig out roots
been too hard. Amongst those on gratuitous relief a
really emaciated. Mr. Coleridge reports that there are many
been ordered to put them all on gratuitous ,rehe;f: et
Sickness and mortality.— No deatbs from starvation, Cholera
chalam taluk to a great extent but still breaks out from time to
nor other sorts of sickness are reported anywhere exee;;t fevers
to the climate. Cholera has again broken out in Polavaram
what extent, as the Deputy Tahsildgxr has not report _
journey from Polavaram to J: angareddigudem and back,

MEasvrrs or Revier. T T e
Works.—In what taluks open and compurison of numbers—

Number employed Wodoimre it 55, When I left Bhadré%(naf;r the condition was eritical as no good rain had

Taluk. : ',i Bémarks fallen since 17th June 1897. Lz enter on the 10th and 11th good rain fell in places

Ll | ‘onT:ii; g Bl ‘and further rain has since been TER 51 ii. The increased number on reliof works is

higs o f . not I think a sign of acute distress bu%-.,ﬂb’ ye to the fact becoming generally known

3 HERU . DN SegwTal mTene e : that a B wage could be obtained withou, ﬁrking for it. The system of gratuitous

3‘::*3%";319‘3— ek 65 1,%3 | Tho inorease in the number is accouated forander “Con- relief to people who have no means of liv; op20d and the sale of grain at cheap rates
- J dition of the people—on works.” g will now, I think, be sufficient measures or relief until the early crops are harvested,

: = : Until then no change can be made.
Gratuitous Religf—Numbers relieved at kitchens and'otherwise—

INsPECTIONS OF THE Dirstricr Orrrcers.

Number relipyed . 5Ll nts Taluks and places visited— Bhadrdchalum lalul.—Kuuavaram, Ratsagompalli
: ' Gaviridevipet, Raynipet, Bhadréchalam, Dummagudem and return to Kunavaram and
At kitchens, . ook dob 144 Pulusumamidi,
Talak. e ot ok, R Advances of loans.—Nil,
epe: . .
3 o HAREE,

Last | This | Last | This | Last | This | Last | This _
,fi‘f& :]m ,fii;ﬁ nfjog-t‘ :_g;_ &:gﬁ: :‘08'15; n?gh Endorsement by V. A. BRODIE, Esq., Collector of Gdddvari, dated 29th J uly 1897.
‘ : Forwarded. As regards Bhadr4chalam, the season is now, I am informed, much
4 _ - ; ‘ s more favourable, they having recently had over 5 inches of rain in a week at Dumma-
Bloadseholom - Lo dlantlst b6 it R P " ik £ gudem and copious rain generally throughout the taluk which has, T understand, come
in time to save the paddy seedlings and the dry crops in most instances, although cases

The increase is due to failure of the rains and may be expected to continue antil the Parly Grope are harvested, of lands having to be re-sown are reported by the Assistant Collector in the Marri-
' gudem and Rekkapalli ranges. It is to be hoped now that the season will continue
favourable. At least one thing is certain and that 1s, that the country has at last

received a thorough soaking, so that a break in- the rain now even for a fortnight or

Number of relief
Number of villages *| workers’ children and
in which relief was infirm dependants

given. Teceiving money i et b three weeks would probably not do immediate harm. 1In the Bhadrdchalam range
Teluks. o : Yooate, 5y oy . Mr. Woodhouse reports thaf the crops are in excellent condition and that he has closed
» . the relief works owing to the scandalous waste of money that was going on—the work-
Last This | Last s exs although in excellent condition ag a rule only turning out one-seventh of the pre-
ight. ight. | fortnight. | fortnight. ’ ’ SR s 5 :
e, [ g s i £ scribed task owing to the fact that the majority were doing no work at all owing to
T Ia gt want of supervision. As regards this a separate communication has been sent to the ¢
ton th S5
Bhadréchalam ,, o, . 59 ’ 83 312 I 2,078 T&‘““‘?‘ﬁﬁiﬁé%”v’r ozlklm: Commissioner.




6 No. 730, ReveNuve, 30tH Aveusr 1897.

1eudem and Rekkapa.lll ranges M.r. Coleridge repom thﬂt the :
eondi%ioinoglltie%g?gu appears to him to be deteriorating and has suggested the start-.

ing of works. 1 have vetoed this because works are no boon as they will enly drag

om their own cultivation which requires al} their attention Aand

{)};iall)l‘:zgc]lfe?;v :3; f;o officers available to supervise them,and experience at Dummagudem
shows that, if work is to be given, it must be on contract paid for by the piece and,
1 am sure ’any work of the sort wounid never be completed and so prove a waste of
one ure and simple. He has been instructed, instead, to be as liberal as he
Eixlkz nI:ecessary in the grant of gratuitous relief, as this form of relief will be more
appreciated than real work by the people. Everywhere it is reported that the grai
dpp‘ts carried on by means of an aliotment from the Charitable fund are being
e ly run upon. As funds ave nearly exhausted,.l have asked the Ch_antabla
H‘lcreasfltlt]gey;or a further allotment, to enable me to coutinue these tl:!l the mlddl‘e 0
égng;xllber when the early crops should be harvested, but should the Charitable ¥ i
CoIr)nmittee refuse further aid on the ground that such general measures of relief Aig

outside its functions, I solicit permission and funds to continue the same at the cogt of

- ave observed a letter in the ¢ Madras Mail ”” to the effect tho4 the
gﬁiﬁﬁﬁnt&f ;urlzzhasing cholam at 16 seers per rupee should be _all(;)we to‘all
castes without distinction in Bhadrdchalam and not, as at present, limite Koyas,
Reddis and Panchamas, The limit has been imposed for two rcasoq‘sAT
it would require far more funds to do this and also because the (;pmr é s S
the river-side villages which, as a rule, everywhere had exee'lle/n cro?s.. & Jt e g] 3
lagers have sold their grain, they have done so at exeellent prices and can affor ﬁ) uy
elsewhere and where they have not, they must be hﬁoardmg fér better prices still and
1 want to force them to sell. 1f we open the depits to ﬁhmp, they W}ll kgep their
own hoards and get their supplies from the depdt, as the fimine scare 18 stﬂfl Sg(;ng'
Tn the village of Waddigudem alone there are, 1am’ rtain, scores ofhputtles of cholam
but I have not yet heard that they are sellingt or that they have asdy_rft: egen
opened their pits. The recent heary rait should ha_ve madp thgm do this and if it has,
’llfan in the local price will not, I think, be/long in setting 1n, now !:hat pt‘()sp(?cts
. ally are much brighter. Of course general rules cause hardship and I have
ags(lz:frrciin}(’rlv informed Mr. Coleridge and Mr. Woodhouse that grain may be soldh in
small qul?al-lt.ities at a time to members of other castes (not more than .fé)ur Ts_flelrs) when
the depot-keepers are satisfied that they do not hold land in river-side villlages and
that they are really poor. o ot il

ds Yellavaram and Chédavaramu, I have nothing to add to the remarks
of th‘eA gggﬁ?{ Assistaut who is now there. The opening of a grain degot athChéﬁai
mu is news to me, as 1 had not been informed tl)at this had been done thoug
sz orders that, if the Komatis attempted to force up prices to 10 seers per rupee,
'gtavgould be done and I would ask for funds to sell on market days to Koyas and
1Resddis at 14 seers per rupee. How these hill people generally are to be relieved
most effectually is a puzzling ques’gio_n. They won’t work, as ‘{'e l}s‘noW;3 eventat v&;&;‘c]){d.-.
cutting outside their villages and it is not kindness to compel tl.em1 : 1? %o 0 v: : s,
Every man is a cultivator and has his own work on wh_l‘ch his livelihoo nzx year
depends. Gratuitous relief cannot be given satisfactoriiy also, for we ml.lﬁ give 111:
rggticallv to all without inquiry, for emaciation is no test. A whole village .\:7 .
ﬁave things more or less in common and live as usual till the last grain it is
consumed and we haye consequently men in first-rate eondition who may be starwtxﬁg
though they look the reverse and the whole village will go down together vgere. e
Ko g a man to suffer quietly. He is not, however. Gratuitous rf_:hef toda : ewt;ln u
village therefore won't answer. In some villages all may be starvm;l;, atn in o seu;
pirye a, few but all will expect the same _treatme.nt. : For such Peohp e w;lo n:ll]eane o
relief seem advisable—one the sale of grain at fair prices, so that those v: to 'a:tv moz
et money can get its full equivalent in food and the other is not to atte t}I;e
cgtgitous relief save in exceptional and isolated cases but to advance grain to
%eadmen to be repaid in grain. The lability to repay will have soxlile ; Iclaifegz 1]n
restraining those, who don’t really want relief, clalmlqg 1t: and poss1b15171 ma he : f I; dsb(:
a little careful in their use of the grain. The last point 18 doubtful though, for,

wa?égd' aid, withheld it. Certainly on this side of the frontier t

st, because

uCaL]vector as to what wages he is paying and on what prices they haye

—

7
R ittty obdits of & Morraid WU b s s
sits lightly on the conscience of a Koya and we may be sure he wi]]
as a nuisance whenever it has to be made, unless it is demanded\ a?%?i:f :Vyﬁ:n:
plenteous supply makes him reckless and careless. T would make it 5 dondition’ tha e
such loans are to be recovered by the headmen at harvest and repaid or their value
at current market prices, repaid within one month of harvest.” 1, Polavasam all
disturbances are at an end and they were only partly, if at all, dugd to want, Princi-
pally they were due to instigation and a desire for vengeance on the Kom‘:itiés i
this year when they

having got rich by cheating and deceiving the Koyas for years,
here is no ‘emaciation

be called indifferent
ted at Jeelugumille.
de though they were
him o certify as to
as they could very well
m, where I have seen
and don’t pretend when
Prineipal looters of all.
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icate want and the only persons, I have seen in what could
idition, were a batch of persons from the Nizam’s side arres
certainly looked worse than any of those caught on this sj
ry bad and the doctor stated it was ridiculous to asgk
r they could stand a flogging of five or seven strokes,
more. About Jangareddigudem and Buttayagude
of men and women, they are in excellent condition
at they went looting for want and they were the
because every one else was going—those who were well off and
re not., Nor do these remarks apply only to the Koyas but also
as.. A finer set of Panchamas, as regards condition azld hysiqu

couid nowhere be picﬁ up in the delta, haphazard, tha physique,

They we
those who

nalo ;

tayagadem caught by ‘the District Superintendent on the warpatthOfaig f)lfmtrileBl]lt;
he fattest, and he rea was fat, gave his profession ag ¢ o, 2
.rishnamma, the uncrowned king of the Koyas at Kannapuram, to] ‘

were hard ui’) and wanted a§sisgnce, but he could nol? give ’the dnrgf;]sog}ea()fs?s ein
village off hand, and said he would inquire and send me g ljst ; of course. he Wax%te
to make out that the Koyas went out from want, because the Komaties ;u Lk hs
was at the bottom of the whole thing, and certainly there are strong groun dzf e
suspecting him, as such a thing could hardly originate in his mutta% gas it d'gr
witbout his knowledge, and the fact that he afterwards got up a sham Jo o’t ol i j’!
his own houses only increases this suspicion.” If they went out from want, it is certe S
they must have applied for assistancé first to him, and he nmust, one f,eels peoves ?m
have got rid of the burden by directing their attention to the Kometies Oi] n,
started, of course, the mania for looting spread like wild fire, for as soon as it ch
reported that the Koyas were coming, in most villages every man, woman and ch'?g
fled. In consequence we had 31 villages looted in six days'and a]] St oneli
five days—Sunday to Friday. If relief is to be given, it should take. 4he . sha ’;
advances through the muttahdars who must be held responsible for repayment pe o

As regards the rest of the district, I have to report that all 7):u:ie:
were ordered to open test relief works when it wasseen the mODSOOnD‘:::lSEgLIOﬂE?S
but they have nowhere attracted labour, except in the Kottapalli range of } fa'ahmy i ',
and at Cocanada where a few Turpus have attended a work, This lagtJ ho SNy
is hardly a fair test, as I find the workers are being paid far more -thar; ’the .y
they are entitled to under the Famine Code in lieu of payments for de evgagitis
which are not made. A man gets As. 2 and a woman Ag, ] do thatp s e
and his wife can earn As. 3-6 a day which is a high wage, If th:;y have l?_h;nan
who can work, of course, they get more, as all children glike get 9 ipsc 1 drefl
Even with these rates there are only about 180 on the work, who are mos%ll a t,a} -
of Vizagapatam and Ganjdm, though a few old Cocanada people, like worn outy na kwﬁs
pullers, &c., are also to be found among them. When a man ; e —

18 ¢
punkah, he can’t do much work, but of course he has no objection toogooigh;f ﬁ)eu}};;
for As. 2.

egging.”” Gedda

3. As regards Rajahmundry, I have not received particulars from the Deputy

also fnformation as to tasks. I have called for this and leave for Rajli)liirrllufrifi?; It]{;:.

day after to-morrow to see how things are going on, As things stanq =g ed :
range must, however, be considered an affected tract, as four small tesé g:ri&;)gt(lptal‘g
in it have all attracted labourers and the total working is noy reported to he g«h I:)(ﬁt
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1,000 and increasing. In conclusion, T have to complain that “the® Rs. 20,000
I asked for on the 4th instant has not yet been received, though™I ‘have twice
telegraphed  about it. T am spemding money because it is reported to be absolutély
necessary, however, and will recoup if my present allotment is exceeded when the
money is received.,

Resolution—No. 568, dated 14th August 1897.

Submitted for the information of Government.

2. The rainfall in the fortnight under report was below the average, but therg
has been a good fall since, which has materially improved the condition
of the district.

3. The questions discussed by the Collector have been disposed of. in sepArate
Proceedings. ?ﬂ

(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine/Becretary,

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

5 Collector of Godavari.

Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner.

OrpER—No. 730, Revenue, dated 30th August 1897%.
’ o -

¥
, Miscellaneous. o Recorded.

(True Ejxtract.)

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Ag. Seeretary to Government,

To the Famine Commissioner.,

»» the Public Works Department.

»» the Local and Municipal Department.
s» the Financial Department.

5, the Accountant-General.

Exd. Shaik Kdrim;

Bo Copies.
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