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varam the Koyas were most frank criticism
varowpeta 1 had Mr. Ward with me, and as they _
vsd e s pisirs s e Rire:
ing to them it was my saying - give them nothing u
 eame to relief works. How eouldzyi&lyhm their women and children and
and cultivation, and what was the use of the roads the Sircar proposed ma!
* Nobody wanted any other roads than the present ones, and in a few years
roads, if made, would be just like the old (a criticism which is, I fear, too true
ghould not the Sirear make them loans—on the Nagoo system if it liked—-and or
Komaties to sell at mamul prices? It would be much less trouble to the Sire
much more convenient and agreeable to them. If only the Sircar would do the.
it would do, and there would be mo injustice, for the Komaties had been making :
out of them and deceiving them for years. { 1650 CrrAg b Al SR
7. The last fact is probably true, but the day for such orders is 'gone;*a:nd‘l"%é
26 doubt the loeal merchants would very much object to having the burden of sup ort-
ing the Koyas thrown on them, seeing that so far their sole endeavour, with one or two
éxceptions, has been to make un extra profit out of the present distress. Ad rances
on the Nagoo system, if repaid, would be profitable, as, under that system, which is the
wsual one in their dealings with the riversiders, the debt doubles itself every year.
For example, a Koya borrows 100 kunchums of cholam. At harvest he has to pay
back 200. TIf he does not pay the first year he must pay 400 the next, and so on.
With such a system it is not surprising that most of the Koyas are in debt, and those
once in debt never get out of it, and never know how their account stands. The
difficulty is, as they themselves admit, that they can give no security for loans on
whatever system they might be given on, and I do not commend the Nagoo one ; they
would in fact, 1 fear, prove gifts. ' Moo uuilaabis
8. Another fact which leads me to think that the state of affairs is not sc
bad as the Dummagudem Koyas and Mr. Cain paint it, is that I heard of no aalé{ of
their cattle even by the Dummagudem Koyas. When I went to Anjipaka, of which
village the people made the londest clamour, I saw quite a lot of oatt.’le', so that when
T went to Singavaram I was surprised when told that the cattle I saw there belonged
to the villagers of Anjipaka too, and they had sent away their own cattle to Bastar.
Of course T was told they did not sell their cattle as they could only get very poor
prices, but this is only half an excuse, as it is an admission that they are not so pressed
as to be willing to take what they can get. A
9. Tn reference to several matters, I request the sanction of the Board, and, where
recessary, that it will obtain the sanction of Government. - '  Fi ke
(a) As reported in my letter printed in B.P., dated 12th May 1897, No. 362,
I ordered up two Revenue Inspectors from the plains to assist the Bhadréchalam
Revenue Inspectors, but almost immediately ordered up two more, in order to have
the taluk promptly gone over and every village visited. As it is 911 square m:',lﬁfin;
extent, and mostly jungle, in which some 250 small Koya villages lie scattered about
with no well-defined roads, &c., it wasquite impossible 'f{r the three local Inspectors to
visit every village, and prepare lists of those to be relieved gmtuitoﬁsly, and :
to be given advances for the purchase of seed-grain promptly. As it1s, this work
still behindhand, because the Revenue Inspectors order‘epa up took a long
{oin, owing to the difficulties in travelling. Three perhaps would have been eno
ut, as the work entails much extra work on the taluk office, of which the estab
ment is very limited, 1 have divided the taluk into six ranges, and given one Inspe
to the Tahsildar as a famine assistant temporarily. They will ‘all, T hope, be abl
return to their regular duties in July, aed meanvihﬂe,‘as'fheymw"bieeh’m
taluks of which the jamabandi was over, no substitutes have been appointed
their places as it is not necessary. I request sanction to their deputation t
outside their regular ranges. : : _
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~mittee and at Mr. Cain’s depdt.

Avevsr 1897.

s that of money versus grain doles, and here I have been
the former, and request the sanction of Government
[ presume, in the case of such jungly tracts that the

Tn any case, it is the only method possible, for thereare roads
‘these will become impassable for carts as soon as rains set
impossible to hawk grain about the country, unless we have it
which the expense would be great. Then all the recipieuts of
welled to go to the riverside villages for it, and those are the
0 which there are merchants, for the distance is often too great. Besides,

I nor the recipients trust those merchants as a rule, for the general complaint
Koyas is that they are a set of rogues who cheat them in many ways, and I faney
mplaint is not wholly without foundation, as I am told all the wealthiest men in
taluk came to it with nothing. The only course, is as they themselves desire, not
‘hand them over to the tender mercies of those they distrust, but to pay them money

doles at convenient centres, and let them make their own purchases at the several

depbts that have been started with the Rs. 2,000 allotted by the Famine Relief Com-
These are few, but this cannot be helped, as nowhere

else is supervision available. Of course the recipients will seldom be able to go them-

selves, but this does not matter, as the practice is for each village to purchase its
~ supplies generally through a few of its members, as occasion arises, in the case of out-
 of-the-way villages, and not for every one to go and purchase for himself, and among
~ themselves 1 believe they are thoroughly honest.
‘they are lepers and cripples, &e., can be trusted to entrust the duty of making purchases

Anyhow the recipients, where

for them to those they know they can rely on.
i1. (¢) Up to date only 162 have been granted gratuitous relief, which is an

~ advance of less than 20 on those I myself admitted to be deserving, from which I

infer this form of relief is being allowed very sparingly, and I fear too sparingly.

“Probably it is being limited to the sick, and those otherwise incapacitated for work, and

those who show signs of emaciation. I have therefore sent Mr. Woodhouse and Mr.
Coleridge instructions that, although needless expenditure is to be avoided, still, in
dealing with the Koyas, at any rate, over-caution and over-strictness, being liable to
have disastrous consequences, are to be more guarded against than over-liberality.
They must use their best discretion of course, but in cases of doubt the applicant
must get the benefit. : ; F kL

The point however which I specially want to bring to notice 1s that, as soon as
the rains set in, the Malas and Madigas will be off our hands, for they are confined
practically to the riverside villages, and the Telaga villagers will then require their
services for their agricultural operations as usual. For them relief works will no
longer be necessary. The Koyas, on the other hand, when that event happens, will no
longer be able to come to relief works as they will have their own cultivation to

~ attend to. I am therefore issuing instructions to Mr. Woodhouse, who is at Dumma-

gudem, to close the relief works as soon as the rains set in, putting such of the Koyas
_as have been at all regular in their attendance and who seem consequently to be
really in straits, or showing signs of emaciation, on his gratuitous relicf list. At the
most, this will mean only about 200 people, 1 fancy, scattered over some 20 or 25
villages. Here, too, no other course is open, for we cannot keep the Koyas away from

* cultivating their lands. The rains, too, will put a stop to their present work of clearing

the canal ofsilt, and making a ramp at Dummagudem, and there is no other work in that

neighbourhood they can be put on to, even if we say “ you must work for us and leave

" your own lands alone ”, as the Superintending Engineer tells me the Mahadevapuram

tank is too big a work to be andertaken without careful preliminary investigation, and
{his is not complete. I request my action may be approved.

12. (d) The last point, and a most important point, is whether the export of grain

- from Bhadréchalam is to be prohibited or not. Of course, I am aware that such a query

~would under ordinary circumstances be considered savouring of insanity in these free
 trade days, but the cireumstances are not ordinary, for export from the Nizam’s Domi-
" pions across the riveris, L am told, stopped and this is, in fact, the case with Bastar, which
_ adjoins Bhadrichalam on its other side. No doubt, Colonel Fagan, as he says, has not




tar and the Nizam’s Dominic
am to get her supplies if it is not s there a

As soon as the rains set in, the riverside villagers must open their grain
one asserts a fall in prices will follow, for, if the season opens well thﬁéh?}gﬁ?
anxious to sell some of their abundance in order to get the benaiitnf the hig} ,pneaq ‘
they will sell to the highest bidder. The rains will also bring up mmg ahmundry
boatman, and, the moment the Bhadrichalam price falls below the‘:%qah“mmi'xdry rice,
export will set in, and we shall have a repetition more or less of what docurred la
September, when some boatmen are said to have cleared Rs. 1,000, b ‘buying cho
in Bhadréchalam ard re-selling at Rajahmundry. Should the ct;mﬁ,g season pro
uniformly auspicious and favourable, the danger may not be great, though there will be
danger even then of over-exportation, for neither the boat trader’ nor 519 Tel ot
will consider the probable need of the Koyas up to harvest, and they'c'ann:tg?ﬁ'qﬁ g
stocks to last them till harvest if prices fall, as they have not the money Sﬁhéﬁldyi i
however, .have a break in the monsooen, and scare, however tempoﬁlry '00 ' mn",!B, '
may be disastrous. Tn that event, no course will be open to us but to bﬁmqbaok(: £
Rajahmundry, and send cholam back to Bhadrdchalam up-stream. In thesse’ circum-
stances it might be well to prohibit the export of seed-grain from Bhadrichalam u ':; |
the 15th September, or so long as exportation (is stopped from Bastar and the Niza,;n‘s
Dominions, which are the natural sources of supply of Bhadrdchalam when its own

resources prove insufficient, otherwise prices in Bh o et :
danger of violent and sudden ﬂuctuatign. i Hhadrichslam will.be exposed to, e

13. In conclusion, I enclose copy of ireu i e
Bhadrdchalam for the ]’Soard’s informg,{ibg. B aRDDias 1aeg, by e betiig leaving

{[ ¥

EnNcLosuRE.

Memorandum.

Four Revenue Inspectors with their peons have been ord . i :
purpose of helping the Tahsildar to ascertain promptly by vm:xt‘;?vﬂff:; fmm‘ fﬂr o
in want of gratuitous relief. On arrival two of them are to be appointed to assist ti)ll; Eevoel':;:

Inspector of the Bhadrichalam ran d on o .
Sors of Bkarallaiand Alensian dem.ge and one appointed to assist each of the Revenue Inspec-

2. The Bhadréchalam firka is to be divided into three divisi :

Inspector. Their head-quarters should, I think, be Bh?dgzrlf;f:z; aﬁi&ﬁ glzsl; e ?genue
varam and a list of the villages allotted to each should be at once fumizﬁed :;c}ainR' o8
Inspector. [‘he;r first duty WI}I be to visit every village in their divisions and note d g i
names of those mhabltant,s entitled to gratuitous relief under section 62 of the Cod. " onn tl!e
lists they will show the village in which the person recommended resides with hi - hen —
age and sex together with their reasons for recommending relief and the‘reliefm Tt
i.e, whether relief for the person alore or one or more dependants. They will notmmtmended,
unable to work are not entitled to relief if they have well-to-do friends and relations r t gerim
on whom their support would ordinarily and rightly devolve. Some no doubt hav: d lie e
relief who have no earthly right to it under this provision, but they are very few e applied for

8. Their other duties will be to promptly prepare an i i .
requiring supplies of seed-grain, &e., from t111)e ifr;drl;.s Char‘iitaﬁ?ﬁlet]izlfl%}:;in(i)ftethosf persons
lists are still incomplete. Thef will note that it is not every one in every village 1 where t_hese
to this form of relief, thongh all, or almost all, are likely to ask forit. In thisix ':teo lfhenhﬂed
the Revenue Inspectors are to be directed to exercise due care and caution A: thr’ erefore,
overcarefulness to the extent of causing hardship is equally to be discourag 2 e same time
4. The Marrigudem range will be divided into two divisions sub pro tem. and
in charge of the regular Inspector at Kachavaram and the other in ‘ohar o }atlil one laoed
Inspector, who can dlreoteq to make Ippacherla his head-quarters Ing th[i)s ] addltlom}l
necessity for considerable care in seeing that relief is not wasted for the opl gt ¢
distinctly better off than they are in the Bhadrichalam range, though 111;1e :gc:u{l?r:p{ f':;
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s as bad. These remarks apply with greater force to the
not at present certain any relief of any kind beyond the supply of
] nt of it and the sale of food -grain at favourable prices to Koyas and
ed. However, it must be divided between two Revenue Inspectors stationed at
d Chintore, and every village visited without delay. Probably a few persons

also who are in need temporarily of gratuitous relief as they cannot work
1ave no natural supporters to maintain them. In these two divisions the prepar-
ists of those entitled to gratuitous relief must be at once prepared and until the
Collector arrives the work in this respect of the Revenue Inspectors must be supervised
5. As orders have been issued that cholam and ragi are to be sold at 20 seers per rupee to
Coyas and Reddies at Kachavaram, Kunaveram and Pedamattapalli in the Marrigudem and
y ranges and at 16 seers per rupee in the case of Malas and Madigas in granting gratui-

~ tous relief in those quarters those prices are to be taken as the basis on which the amount of relief

is to be ealculated. Arrangements must now be made by the Tahsildar to sell at 16 seers per
rupee to Koyas, Malas and Madigas alike at Bhadrichalam and Dummagudem and as soon as

: ﬁn, has been done gratuitous relief can be calculated on a price of 16 seers per rupee.

. 6. The Probationary Deputy Collector is placed in charge of relief operations in the Bhadr4-
ehalam range and must promptly visit as many viilages as he can in order to check on the spot the
lists of those recommended for gratuitous relief by the Revenue Inspectors with due regard to the
visions of section 62 of the Code. He must satisfy himself both that the persons recommended
eserve and need relief and that the amount of relief recommended is correct. Of course he can
admit to relief persons whose claims they have rejected as well as reject persons they have
recommended. He must be careful to see that persons from the Nizam’s Dominions, Bastar and
Cherla are not admitted to relief they have no claim to. He need not go from village to village
to disburse grain-doles as the villages are too small and too far apart. Most of the infirm and
helpless can walk to some centre and where they cannot, their dues can safely be entrusted to some
resident of their village on their account, provided they nominate such agent who will usually
be either a relative or sympathetic neighbour. For the Bhadrichalam range, Parnasala,
Dummagudem, Singavaram and Bhadréchalam shounld suffice. He need not, too, make all pay-
ments himself. If he makes over the list of those to be paid at Dummagudem, for instance, with
the money to the Rev. Mr. Cain, they will deubtless be paid, and at Bhadrichalam tbe duty of
paying can be deputed to the Naib-Tahsildar, Hospital Assistant and Mr. Ramaswami Naidu
sitting as a committee. At Singavaram and Parnasala he will probably have to make all pay-
ments himself. Even where he does not pay he must check the lists of payees as he tours from
village to village.

7. These duties in the Rékapalle and Marrigudem ranges must be performed by the Tahsildar
until the Assistant Collector comes and then %; the latter, but the Assistant Collector can, of
course, avail himself of the Tahsildar’s services to make payments at some centres and at others
entrust this duty to Mr. Ward, Forest Sub-Divisional Officer. :

8. Especial care must be exercised in admitting the claims of Malas and Madigas to gratuitous
relief for many of such persons have been attracted from the Nizam’s Dominions by the hope
of relief and many other claimants are not by any means so helpless and without supporters as

_ they make out. In the case of Koyas greater truthfulness is to be expected, but in their case

too care is necessary as the temptation to misrepresent is strong.

9. The only relief worklts sanctioned for the taluk are the road from Lutchigudem to Kalanu-
gudem and that from Singavaram to Chatle, but neither is very useful first because in the
vicinity of these proposed roads the people are not so badly off as they are at Dummagudem, and
both at Singavaram and Baudrevu on these roads the people, who looked well and strong, said

they did not want them and, in the next place, because these works are very ill-suited for relief
" works as there is no work convected with them that women and children are capable of doing.

If they have to be re-started only men can be admitted to them, and these men made allowances
for all dependant on them who would presumab}ﬁ work too if there was work for them to do, but
cutting out tree stumps, &c., in the jungleis hardly work for women and children, even among the

Koyas. Both at Singavaram and Baudrevu the people informed me that such works were
 unsuitable as they could not leave their erops and villages and asked that J would instead give them

‘Joans and issue orders to the Komaties to sell at mamul prices. Loaus with them would be giits
g0 aré not to be thought of, and though I should like to, I cannot comply with their second
request. It is, however, I think certain that in the Marrigudem and Rékapalle ranges and parts
of Bhadréchalam it will suffice to help the indigent, infirm and helpless and sell 1ood-grains to
the rest at prices approaching normal prices as has been arranged for. If turther relief works are
necessary, so far as possible, such works should be found for them in their own villages and
take the form of construeting drinking-water tanks and improving their means of communication
by improving the approaches of the vagus which intersect their roads every where. Such works
should not, however,gxe begun until they have been regularly planned out and estiniated for and
the estimate sanctioned by the Special Assistant Agent when it does not exceed Rs. 50 or the
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‘from a quarter to an eighth of the D ration, those under three being allowed an ¢

~ Government orders on the subject. In paragraph 5 of G.0., No. 216 of 1897,

¥

2 ot oo el ol e
6 people probable bund of the d Mahadevapuram '
the %eowﬂe of wages with allowances for dependants who are unable to s
from the D ration %o one quarter of it. The D ration can be allowed
orippled adalt relatives who are not getting gratuitons relief. In_the case

over seven can come to work and those of seven and under can be allowed for at

those over three a quarter. When a family consists of several dependan
work—all the former—should not be ueaii’& as dependant on those who work

not all who ean work, come to the work. As soon ssnrmg‘omonh are ms
cholam at 16 seers per rupee at Dummagudem, both the gratuitous relief ra

wage should be caleulated according to this price. In the event of his deciding in
with the Assistant Engineer to start work on the Mahadevapuram tank, the Probationary Deput)
Collector at once report the fact to the undersigned for report to Government for sanction.

BT LIRS

Resolution—dated 28th June 1897, No, 468A. kot ad): Dkt

Submitted for the information of Government. ' Faiktiie
2. The fifth paragraph of the Collector’'s memorandum is not clear. No reason
is assigned for charging differential rates to various classes of people.

3. All applicants for relief must be admitted to ks, whe m’ n
the Madras Presidency or from outside. e Vthey i i

4. With reference to paragraph 9 of kis memorandum, the Collector shduli consider :
whether the intermediate works preseribed in G.O. No. o 1807 man not be
introduced. ¥ T mAN S 430 Of ,18?7” g . ht 5

5. The proposal of the Collector to employ the people on the mbable o bund :)f B
the Mahadevapuram tank cannot be approved. The work should got be commenced
until all investigations, plans and estimates have been completed. ' 243 =

6. The direction, to grant allowances for dependants, who are unable ‘tb‘wofk; :
at rates varying from the D ration to one-eighth of it, is opposed to the Code, and the

it is ordered that dependants who attend at works, but are prevented from caste
objections from partaking of cooked food, may be provided for by giving an additional
wage to the worker to provide the dole prescribed in section 122, of the Famine Code;
those who cannot attend at works being dealt with under section 64 or sections 8’
and 85, of the Famine Code, while in sections 120 and 124 of the Code, the cmfi
ration is fixed at one-fourth to three-fourths of that for an adult, ’speé’ial diet for
children under three being regulated by section 125, Famine Code. Tisaiis

7. The Famine Commissioner is not prepared to approve of the»deputétimm of
Revenue Inspectors on duty outside their ranges, while their own posts are left
vacant. The proper course is to appoint Circle Inspectors in the affected tracts, and
where men are taken from their ordinary duties for this purpose, others should be
appointed to do their ordinary work. If this is not ‘done, the ordinary work of the
areas from which officers are drafted must fall in arrears. Itis open fo the Collector
to appoint the ‘Revenue Inspectors temporarily transferred to Bhadrdchalam to be
Relief Circle Inspectors, on a suitable salary, to which service in such an nnhea!&y |
tract gives them a strong claim. ol K

8. The Famine Commissioner is not inclined to agree with the Colle A
the necessity for money-doles. The only reason given %(f: the adoption of :ﬁoi: :ﬁ
of relief is that it will be impossible to hawk grain about the country when the rains
begin ; but it seems that grain depots have been established in parts, and the Collector

1897. 9

tat"zo Egz' grain at these depdts. The
doles at these depdts. In the case of those who
n to their friends on the production of relief
relief being taken by the wrong persons under this
s with the approval of the Colfector. The Famine
he great difficulty of acting in this remote tract, in
» beset with obstructions of all kinds. He leaves the

to the Collector for consideration.

ollector in paragraph 11 of his letter is approved. The
f operations should satisfy himself that the Panchamas get not
1t adequate wages, when rain comes.
for’s proposal, to interfere with private trade by prohibiting exports
2, would not be approved by Government. The Collecter has
llowed to do what has been disallowed in Ganjdm, viz., to import grain.
mergency called for this action, and Mr. Brodie deserves credit for having
ned the responsibility. The problem now reported must work itself out. Should
the Collector find it absolutely necessary to import cholam again, the river is now

vigable for steamers, and there will be no delay in throwing in supplies.
" 11. Mr. Brodie is to be congratulated on having faced the difficulty of making
iries in Bhadrdchalam himself. It was a task which can only be appreciated by

those who have had to inspect that taluk, and rendered all the more arduous by the

fact that the route by the river was not open. Mr. Phillips is an energetic officer

. out of doors, and the Famine Commissioner is confident that he will repeat in Bhadri-

chalam the good work of inspection done by him in 1892.

12. Mr. Brodie should insist on drafts from his office being properly punctuated.
In his letter above, there were 166 mistakes in punctuation. It would also facilitate
the despatch of public business if the Collector would employ, to fair copy his letters,

‘some clerk whose handwriting is not an understudy of his own.

13. In a telegram, dated 27th June, the Collector reports heavy rain at Bhadré-
chalam. He adds that somewhat disquieting reports have reached him from Chinta-
lapudi and Kottapadi, and that enquiries are being made.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine Secretary.

To :the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
Copy to the Collector of Gddédvari.

Orver—No. 681, Revenue, dated 9th August 1897. .

Recorded.

(foﬂb P

for Ag. Secretary to Government.

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

To the Famine Commissioner.
,» the Public Works Department
,» the Local and Municipal Department.

Exd. Bhaik Karim.

70 Copies.
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These must be relieved not only for their own
Irsupporters. At the same time, fortunately, the clan
a8, and seyeral cripples, who were brought to me on
Deg, were so sleek that their profession of begging ap-
No doubt these were members of fairly well-to-do families
it.

Reap—the following ings of LA b : itk as a whole, the conclusion I came to was that, up to date, therg
" Land Records and Agriculture), ‘!“ Qd 2" 3 AT ‘ be called general distress except perhaps amongst the Koyas in
: ¥ ; RIS O ’ e of Dummagudem, where the Koya population is comparatively

Read—the following letter from V., A. BRODIE, Esq., Co '

Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Set
Agrieulture, dated Camp, Tanuku, 8th June

In continuation of my previous letters, pa
dated 11th May 1897, No. 358, dated 12th May 189
1897, No. 401, I have the honour to state that, after
11th ultimo, 1 halted at 8ingavaram, Bhadréchalam, Tunikichert
and Murumu, and inspected the villages in their vicinity, lea

- 23rd, and up to that time there was no cause for anxiety, Indeed, I left with -
conscience, as the 800 bags of cholam and ragi ordered from Rt;za]mmn ry
all arrived at Kunaveram, and there was general and beavy rain on the night
22nd. My original intention was to go on from Bandrevu to Chintur and
proceed to Kunaveram vid Lakkavaram, but I gave this up on Mr. Ward’s
that things in those regions were no worse than about Bandrevu, as I was suf
& good deal from asthma and a bad throat, and the road was represented to be pra
cally impassable for loaded carts and coolies difficult to get. At Murumur I
Mr. Woodbouse whom I had ordered up when I heard there might be some delay in-
Mr. Coleridge joining, and gave him instructions, Mr. Coleridge has now joined and

- proceeded to Bhadrichalam to work under the Special Assistant, but' I do no
propose to recall Mr. Woodhouse until I have received complete lists of those who
should be given gratuitous relief and of those who require advances for the purchase
of seed-grain, as I have ordered him to check these lists in the Bhadrichalam range
and Mr. Coleridge those in the Marrigudem and Rekapalli ranges. it

REVENUE

han i6 18 elsewhere, and has both less jungle and less productive jungle
‘upon to supplement its other means of subsistence. Even there some
er off than others for no ostensible reason. The difference is, however,
: to be more cases of individual hardship than elsewhere. I
, at the same time, remark that it was more difficult to ascertain the real
villages than of those further away from the mission, for I never came
uch unblushing liars. At Singavaram and Mahadevarowpeta the people
said how they stood, and made no fuss about letting one see all that was in their
8, but about Dummagudem, and especiall y in the villages of Mulakapad and Anji-
objections were generally raised to in-door inspections, on the excuse of there being

less in the house, &c., and one had to accept their own statements that what
produced was all they had. I infer, however, that a good many of them were
up, from the fact that a good many came to the relief works. A} the same time
 these villages were the nearest to the relief works and they took very good care not to
~overwork themselves, as they were anything but regular in their attendance, and were
constantly knocking off work for refreshment—drinking the ambali (a kind of conji)
~ they brought with them, and what Mrs. Cain kindly sent down to the works for their
~ benefit—so that even the work test is not very conclusive. As workers, of course, they
were contemptible, and the Assistant Engineer complained several times of my giving
them full pay, on the ground that not one of them ever did the D wage task ; but to
insist on tasks was, as I told him, to drive them away, which would be injudicious,
for where every one without exception clamoured for relief, some at least probably
deserved it, and there seemed to be no other means of separating the deserving from
~ the undeserving.

~ 9. Elsewhere the majority of the villagers seemed to me so well off that probably
they will be able to weather the storm with slight assistance, and at the time of my
visit instances of individual distress were not many. A few villages, for some reason
or other, are worse off than their neighbours as regards stores of grain, but fortunately
the worst off are those whose extraneous sources of supply—the jungles—are the best,
like the Reddi villages among the hills lying between Banderevu and Kunaveram, and

- on the Bastar border. For the present, the relief we are giving them by selling at
favourable prices is enough, and supplemented, as I have ordered 1t to be, by the grant
-of gratuitous relief to those who cannot work and, as T hope, by advances for the
purchase of seed-grain, this should be ample. There has been great delay in the

villages I visited to find people who could conscientiously be given gratuitous feliéf,""
At Chinkammalipuram, which is a good sized Koya village of about 20 houses, the
headman said the only hard-up people were an old woman and her semi-idiot son.
Pressed to say if tpere Wwas no one else, he ventured to suggest another who, I found
o out, was one of his own sons. As he had two wives, which is generally a iy s
comparative affluence, and both they and their children appeared to be in first-rate
condition, I could not accept the recommendation. At Bandrevu I was struck bye

the fine physique of the men to which Mr. Hasted. who was with me, drew my . c o : : . : s
attention, and the munsif could only recommend an ,orphan of about 12 ’whom be y submission of the lists of those to be given this last form of relief, but when it is

: : : : : . - considered that the taluk is 911 square miles in extent, and has only three Revenue
himself supporting as he is a distant relative. The women were merry and contented : ST : 3 re i 3
enough, as coming back to camp Mr. Hasted and I heard them some,dis);ance.oﬂ betore 4 L rnimo villges are small, numerous and seattered, this has been un

i : RitT a avoidable. Now that the additional Revenue Inspectors ordered up have joined, the
79, SurEpec e witols fomple POpHRHOD bathing in the Vagu under the shade of SR ~ work must be completed or nearly so, and, meanwhile, T am asking the Famine Com-

mittee for Rs. 6,000, which will, I think, meet requirements, so that there may be no
difficulty in making all payments within the current month, which is time enough, as
I understand they do not sow their staple crop—cholam—before the middle of July.
Of course much depends upon the monsoon. If it sets in favourably, every one but
Mr. Ward says, it will improve matters, and I sincerely hope every one is right,
Meanwhile a careful watch is being kept with two European junior officers in the
taluk, and Mr. Phillips going up as soon as he can get away. 1f additional aid is
wanted, or things get worse, the fact will be at once reported.

6. Another point I am satisfied about is that nowhere but in the vicinity of
Dummagudem is it of the slightest use attempting relief works, for the villages are
small and scattered and the people can only go fo relief works if they leave their

3. As I mmde a point of giving small presents to the different villagers (women)
who came to dance, I saw the women and girls of many other villages, besides those }
could visit, and though of course all, with a view fo getting as big a present ag
possible, made out that they were starving, their appearance most conclusively belied
their words, and, on getting two or three rupees, they went off chattering and laughing.
as if quite satisfied with themselves and their cireumstances. No doubt there is
shadier side to the picture, and those who are sick or diseased, or crippled, are in somea 25
instances having a hard time of it, or at least a harder time than usual. At all times
they are dependant on the charity of their relatives and nej hbours, and these must, in
the present condition of affairs, often look on them as a b en, and regard the duty of
EEE

y




Tel s owp—— . e,
- e S e

~varam the Koyas were most frank in their criticism li

varowpeta I had Mr. Ward with me, and as they kn

the full benefit of their views which were not overc

ing to them it was all nonsense my saying I would gis

came to relief works. How could they leave their women

and cultivation, and what was the use of the roads the

Nobody wanted any other roads than the present ones, and

roads, 1f made, would be just like the old (a criticism which ,

should not the Sircar make them loans—on the N system if it liked-
Komaties to sell at mamul prices ? It would be much less trouble to the
much more convenient and agreeable to them. If only the Sircar would :
it would do, and there would be no injustice, for the Komaties had been making

- out of them and deceiving them for years,

7. The last fact is probably true, but the day for such orders is gone, and
no doubt the local merchants would very much object to having the burden of su
ing the Koyas thrown on them, seeing that so far their sole endeavour, with one or tw:
exceptions, has been to make an extra profit out of the present distress. Advances
on the Nagoo system, if repaid, would be profitable, as, under that system, which is the
usual one in their dealings with the riversiders, the debt doubles itself every year.

For example, a Koya borrows 100 kunchums of cholam. At harvest he has to pay

back 200. If he does not pay the first year he must pay 400 the next, and so on.
With such a system it is not surprising that most of the Koyas are in debt, and those
once in debt never get out of it, and never know how their account stands. The
difficulty is, as they themselves admit, that they can give no security for loans on
whatever system they might be given on, and I do not commend the Nagoo one ; they
would in fact, I fear, prove gifts. b5

8. Another fact which leads me to think that the state of affairs is not so
bad as the Dummagudem Koyas and Mr. Cain paint it, is that I.heard of no sales of
their cattle even by the Dummagudem Koyas. When I went to Anjipaka, of which
village the people made the loudest clamour, I saw quite a lot of cattle, so that when
I went to Singavaram I was surprised when told that the cattle I saw there belonged
to the villagers of Anjipaka too, and they had sent away their own cattle to Bastar.
Of course I was told they did not sell their cattle as they could only get very poor
prices, but this is only half an excuse, as it is an admission that they are not so pressed
as to be willing to take what they can get. :

9. In reference to several matters, I request the sanction of the Boﬁrd, and, where

recessary, that it will obtain the sanction of Government. 7

(a) Asreported in my letter printed in B.P., dated 12th May 1897, No. 362,
I ordered up two Revenue Inspectors from the plains to assist the Bhadréchalam
Revenue Inspectors, but almost immediately ordered up two more, in order to have
the taluk promptly gone over and every village visited. As it is 911 square miles in
extent, and mostly jungle, in which some 250 small Koya villages lie scattered about
with no well-defined roads, &c., it was quite impossible for the three local Inspectors to
“visit every village, and prepare lists of those to be relieved gratuitously, and of those
to be given advances for the purchase of seed-grain promptly. As it is, this work is
still behindhand, because the Revenue Inspectors ordered up took a long time to
join, owing to the difficulties in travelling. Three perhaps would have been enough
but, as the work entails much extra work on the taluk office, of which the establish-
ment is very limited, I have divided the taluk into six ranges, and given one Inspector
to the Tahsildar as a famine assistant temporarily. They will all, I hope, be able to
return to their regular duties in July, and meanwhile, as they have been called from
taluks of which the jamabandi was over, no substitutes have been appointed to take

their places as it is not necessary. I request sanction to their deputation on duty

outside their regular ranges.
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10. (2) The next question is that of money versus grain doles, and here I have been
practically compelled to sanction the former, and request the sanction of Government

 to this course. It is just, I presume, in the case of such jungly tracts that the

concession is necessary. In any case, it is the only method possible, for thereare roads
to only a few villages and these will become impassable for earts as soon as rains set
in. It is consequently impossible to hawk grain about the country, unless we have it

-~ carried by coolies, of which the expense would be great. Then all the recipients of

relief cannot be compelled to go to the riverside villages for it, and those are the

- only villages in which there are merchants, for the distance is often too great. Besides,

neither I nor the recipients trust those merchants as a rale, for the general complaint
of the Koyas is that they are a set of rogues who cheat them in many ways, and I fancy
the complaint is not wholly without foundation, as I am told all the wealthiest men in
the taluk came to it with nothing. The only course, is as they themselves desire, not
to hand them over to the tender mercies of those they distrust, but to pay them money
doles at convenient centres, and let them make their own purchases at the several
depéts that have been started with the Rs. 2,000 allotted by the Famine Relief Com-

- mittee and at Mr. Cain’s depdt. These are few, but this cannot be helped, as nowhere

else is supervision available. Of course the recipients will seldom be able to go them-
selves, but this does not matter, as the practice is for each village to purchase its
supplies generally through a few of its members, as occasion arises, in the case of out-

~ of-the-way villages, and not for every one to go and purchase for himself, and among

themselves 1 believe they are thoroughly honest. Anyhow the recipients, where
they are lepers and cripples, &c., can be trusted to entrust the duty of making purchases
for them to those they know they can rely on.

il. (¢) Up to date only 162 have been granted gratuitous relief, which is an
advance of less than 20 on those I myself admitted to be deserving, from which I
infer this form of relief is being allowed very sparingly, and I fear too sparingly.
Probably it is being limited to the sick, and those otherwise incapacitated for work, and
those who show signs of emaciation. I have therefore sent Mr. Woodhouse and Mr.
Coleridge instructions that, although needless expenditure is to be avoided, still, in
dealing with the Koyas, at any rate, over-caution and over-strictness, being liable to
have disastrous consequences, are to be more guarded against than over-liberality.
They must use their best discretion of course, but in eases of doubt the applicant
must get the benefit.

The point however which I specially want to bring to notice is that, as soon as
the rains set in, the Malas and Madigas will be off our hands, for they are contined
practically to the riverside villages, and the Telaga villagers will then require their
services for their agricultural operations as usual. For them relief works will no
longer be necessary. The Koyas, on the other hand, when that event happens, will no
longer be able to come to relief works as they will have their own cultivation to
attend to. I am therefore issuing instructions to Mr. Woodhouse, who is at Dumma-
gudem, to close the relief works as soon as the rains set in, putting sueh of the Koyas
as have been at all regular in their attendanee and who seem consequently to be
really in straits, or showing signs of emaciation, on his gratuitous-relicf list. At the
most, this will mean only about 200 people, I fancy, seattered over some 20 or 25
villages. Here, too, no other course is open, for we cannot keep the Koyas away from

cultivating their lands. The rains, too, will put a stop to their present work of clearing

the canal of silt, and making a ramp at Dummagudem, and there is ne other work in that
neighbourhood they can be put on to, even if we say “you must work for us and leave
your own lands alone , as the Superintending Engineer tells me the Mahadevapuram
tank is too big a work to be undertaken without careful preliminary investigation, and
this is not complete. I request my action may be approved.

12. (d) The last point, and a most important point, is whether the export of grain
from Bhadrdchalam is to be prohibited or not. Of course, I am aware that such a query
would under ordinary circumstances be considered savouring of insanity in these free
trade days, but the circumstances are not ordinary, for export from the Nizam’s Domj-

nions across the riveris, I am told, stopped and this is, in fact, the case with Bastar, which:

_adjoins Bhadrdchalam on its other side. No doubt, Colonel Fagan, as he says, has nog

\
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issued orders, as Administrator, prohibiting it,

toriety that it has been stopped by his underliam
Missionary of Bastar, who p:;oﬁ };)gm];:

matter for congratulation t was all rig
in time, and Mgrl:aWard alsc‘: ?It t]iai:t:;t't:: :lblmbomnkht’ :
}])Brl(:b;}‘)élyhls-—so far as Bastar and the Nizam’s Domtl‘.‘
Asa;l i c al:gl to get her supplies if it is not stopped'-n
- ss: x f:ll rains set in, the riverside villagers must
et o s wil ol fonif o sessonapat
{)Itl)e{ will sell to the highest bidder.nc'oi‘ﬁ:a o:afli;rsm‘éi‘?lt ?i:o
exa 01;11;9,11, iﬁnd' the moment the Bhadrchalam price falls beloy
Septeml‘: selt; in, and we shall have a repetition more lw
inI;} el géh:.la 311 8::(110 boatrlrllgn are said to have clearoédm&ainM'
] m re-selling at Raj ld the norhie

g:;lfo;?ly aus}llnclous and favougrable,%zag;nnzzm xslh:gld the vy there

ger even then of over-exportation, for neither thy;a l;)oat tgg::’ :lhor t ; T

will consider the probable n
: : eed of the Koyas AN
; :;:v]: et;) }]]z;,s::.eth%m till .harvest if prices fall{ as 1;11119;0 hl:r?f:)% t;n % l;honeyey T
v élisastroz srea}(nu: h;::le mor;soon, and scare, however ten(:p!::mry e
? . event, no e i Shysare; s
Rajahmundry, and send cholam back tooﬁis:drz;‘l{aﬁzoﬁensg:}:; bu; tOtl.!my i
- . In these eir

stances it might be well to prohibi

the 15th Septe 0 prohibit the export of seed-

Dominionielgﬁri!:}}ler’ or}?o long as exportation s stopped%nfxr%m ?hadréchalam.up to

e s, °h are the natural sources of supply of B astar and the Nizam’s
prove insufficient, otherwise prices i I])BP T4 el il n

danger of violent and sudden fluctuation s .

13. In conclusion, I encl :
Bhadrédchalam for the l’ioard’s ?;?o:xgg.{iozf rroa

ssued by me before leaving

——

En~cLosure.

Memorandum, &

Four Revenue Inspectors with thei
1 th
})Itlxrposi off helping the Tahsildar to as:elitg;flon;rll;w; ]beeﬁx ordered up from
- want of gratuitous relief. On arrival two of thp e
nspector of the Bhadréchalam range an on axo 0 be appointed to
tors of Rékapalle and Marrigudem. i
o 2. The Bhadrichalam firka i ivi
I tor. ¢ a is to be divided into th g £ i
Tospector heis headquartos sheuld, 1 think, bo Bindrdchalan, Dammtimins o s
S allotted to each should be at ong urm:gu o fod Siigw
on % ga~ :

will be to visit every village in their

t.e , whether relief for the
person alore or
bl . © or one or mo r
‘t;;awﬁ::; v:hoglixr asl‘:p]}])?)itel\:vt;grg ;:odyehe_fl if they havergvg??::g?)n;:{eng;h :gdWﬂ{;é? te that persons
relief who have no earthly ri rdinarily and rightly devolve. 8o RN 48 &
y right to it under this s - Some no doubt have 3EYL
3. Thei bad e provision, but the applied for
sidulsis szl;p?g:;fdutlgs will be to promptly repare and by o Ver]. oy ik
lists are still incom lize -T » &c., from the Madras Charita%i Iﬁ,l:'the list of those persons
adhes form of relil} eth. hey will note that it is not eve e Relief Committee where these
ths Bovenno Inspez b :.:g};; :I{; O:Ii almost all, are likely tori!‘l"nz) 1l‘lli';eve :ﬂll:ge who is entitled
overcarefulness to the extent of ozusir:;tiirézhemroise due oams ad 'Oau:iton ?:?h?:'lim fc
* e time

4. The Marrigudem range will be divi ipf’“qually to be disco
in charge of the re%ular Inspector at °Kd:(‘:ﬁ<:3§l;lll:o :.:’3 tgliVisions sub. pro tem. and one
e placed

Inspe . :
nspector, who can be directed to make Ippacherla his headoﬂler in charge of the additional

necessity for considerable care in seei . -quarters. In this range there
distinctly better off than the seeing that relief is not wasted for ¢ neot en .
'y are in the Bhadréchalam or the peoplo generally g ‘
. range, though in the T
case of a few

" 5. As orders have been issued that cholam and ragi are t
Rélp
: palle ranges and at 16 seers per rupee in

~ Tupee to Koyas,
this has been done gratuitous relief can be calculated on a price of 16 seers per rupee.

~ recommended.

 resident of their village on

 relief for many of

- too care is necessary
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es their circumstances may be as bad. These remarks apply with greater force to the
ékapalle range where I am not at nt certain any relief of any kind beyond the supply of
ed-grain to thosein want of it and the sale of food -grain at favourable prices to Koyas and
eddies is required. However, it must be divided between two Revenue Inspectors stationed at
Nuddigudem and Chintore, and every village visited without delay. Probabl, a few persons
yill be found in it also who are in need temporarily of gratuitous relief as they cannot work
hemselves and have no natural supporters to maintain them. In these two divisions the prepar-

the lists of those entitled to gratuitous relief must be at once prepared and until the

of
ant Collector arrives the work in this respect of the Revenue Inspectors must be supervised

v the Tahsildar.

0 ~ sold at 20 seers per rupee to
and Reddies at Kachavaram, Kunaveram and Pedamattapalli in the Marrigudem and
the case of Malas and Madigas in granting gratui-

tous relief in those quarters those prices are be taken as the basis on which the amount of relief
is to be calculated. Arrangements must now be made by the Tahsildar to sell at 16 seers per
Malas and Madigas alike at Bhadréchalam and Dummagudem and as soon as

to

6. The Probationary Deputy Collector is placed in charge of relief operations in the Bhadré-
chalam range and must promptly visit as many villages ashe can in order to check on the spot the
lists of those recommended for gratuitous relief by the Revenue Inspectors with due regard to the

visions of section 62 of the Code. He must satisfy himself both that the persons recommended

deserve and !:leed relief and that the amount of relief recommended is correct. Of course he can

admit to relief persons whose claims they have rejected as well as reject persons they have
He must Nizam’s Dominions, Bastar and

to relief they have no claim to. He need not go from village to village
$00 small and too far apart. Most of the infirm and
they cannot, their dues can safely be entrusted to some
their account, provided they nominate such agent who will usually
be either a relative or sympathetic meighbour. For the Bhadrichalam range, Parnasala,
Dummagudem, Singavaram and Bhadréchalam should suffice. He need not, too, make all pay-
ments himself. If he makes over the list of those to be paid at Dummagudem, for instance, with

the money to the Rev. Mr. Cain, they will deubtless be paid, and at Bhadréchalam the duty of
he Naib-Tahsildar, Hospital Assistant and Mr. Ramaswami Naidu

Cherla are not admitted
to disburse grain-doles as the villages are
helpless can walk to some centre and where

paying can be deputed to t

sitting as a committee. At Singavaram and Parnasala he will probably have to make all pay-
ments himself. Even where he does not pay he must check the lists of payees as he tours from
village to village.

7. These duties in the Rékapalle and Marrigudem ranges must be performed by the Tahsildar
until the Assistant Collector comes and then by the latter, but the Assistant Collector can, of
course, avail himself of the Tahsildar’s services to make payments at some centres and at others
entrust this duty to Mr. Ward, Forest Sub-Divisional Officer.
the claims of Malas and Madigas to gratuitous
od from the Nizam’s Dominions by the hope
of relief and many other claimants are not by any means so helpless and without supporters as
they make out. In the case of Koyas greater truthfulness is to be expected, but in their case
as the temptation to misrepresent is strong.

aluk are the road from Lutchigudem to Kalanu-
but neither is very useful first because in the

8. Especial care must be exercised in admitting
such persons have been attract

9. The only relief works sanctioned for the t

gﬁdem and that from Singavaram to Chatle,
vicinity of these proposed roads the people are not so badly off as they are at Dummagudem, and

both at Singavaram and Baudrevu on these roads the people, who looked well and strong, said
they did not want them and, in the next place, because these works are very ill-suited for relief
works as thero is no work convected with them that women and children are capable of doing.
If they have to be re-started only men can be admitted to them, and these men made allowances
for all dependant on them who would presumably work too if there was work for them to do, but

~ cutting out tree stumps, &e., in the jungleis hardly work for women and children, even among the
Koyas. Both at Singavaram and Baudrevu the people informed me that such works were
unsuitable as they could not leave their crops and villages and asked that I would instead give them
loans and issue orders to the Komaties to sell at mamul prices. Toans with them would be gifts
g0 are not to be thought of, and though I should like to, I cannot comply with their second
request. It is, however, I think certain that in the Marrigudem and Rékapalle ranges and parts
of Bhadréchalam it will suffice to help the indigent, infirm and helpless and sell food-grains to
the rest at prices approaching normal prices as has been arranged for. If turther relief works are
necessary, so far as possible, such works should be found for them in their own villages and
take the form of constructing drinking-water tanks and improving their means of communication
by improving the approaches of the vagus which intersect their roads everywhere. Such works
pﬁ’ould not, however,}i)e begun until they have been regularly planned out and estin:ated for and
the estimate sanction_ed by the Special‘Assistant Agent when it does not exceed Rs. 50 or the
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with the Assistant Engineer to start work on the
Collector will at once report the fact to the undersigned for
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Resolution—dated 28th June 1897, No. 468A.
Submitted for the information of Government,

. 2. The fifth paragraph of the Collector’s memorandum is not clear,
18 assigned for charei i 1 i

the Ma Presidency or from outside.

4. With reference to paragraph 9 of his memorandum, the Collector sh 1&1- s dnkes
T poer the intermediate works preseribed in G,0,, No aga o; 1897, cannot. by

introduced.

not be commenced

6. The direction, to grant allowances for dependants, who are unable to work,
at rates varying from the D ration to one-eighth of it, is opposed to the Code, and the;
Government orders on the subject. In paragraph 5 of G.0., No. 216 of 1897,
1t 1s ordered that dependants who attend at works, but are prevented from caste
objections from partaking of cooked food, may be provided for by giving an additional
wage to the worker to provide the dole prescribed in section 122, of th,

7. The Famine Commissioner is not pre ared to approve of the de i 5 1
Revenue Inspectors on duty outside theill') rfnges, whi{)e}) their own poggsta:iznieg:
vacant. The proper course is to appoint Cirele Inspectors in the affected tracts, ang
where men are taken from their ordinary duties for this purpose, others should be
appointed to do their or ry work. If this is not done, the ordinary work of the
areas from which officers are drafted must fall in arrears. It is open to the Collector
to appoint the Revenue Inspectors temporarily transferred to Bhadrdchalam to be

Relief Cirele Inspectors, on g suitable salary, to which service i AR ddinniad
tract gives them a Stron:g dlaii 7> ch service in such an unhealthy

8. The Famine Commissioner js not inclined to agree with the Collector i
the necessity for money-doles, The only reason given for the adoption of thig 'for::
of relief is that it will be impossible to hawk grain about the country when the raing

but it seems that grain depots have been established in parts, and the Collector
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the grantees to buy grain at these depdts. The
ain-doles at these depdts. In the case of those who
1ay be given to their friends on the production of relief
k of relief being taken by the wrong persons under this
hich meets with the approval of the ('ollector. The Famine
te aware of the great difficulty of acting in this remote tract, in
arkets is 50 besot with obstructions of sll kinds, | L. leaves the
above remark, to the Collector for consideration,

roposal of the Collector in paragraph 11 of his letter is approved. The
ge of relief operations should satisfy himself that the Panchamas get not
loyment, but adequate wages, when rain comes,

0. The Collector’s proposal, to interfere with private trade by prohibiting exports
Bhadréchalam, would not be approved by Government. The Collecter has
ady been allowed to do what has been disallowed in Ganjém, viz., to import grain,
emergency called for this action, and Mr. Brodie deserves credit for having
sumed the responsibility. The problem now reported must work itself out. Should

 the Collector find it absolutely necessary to import cholam again, the river is now

‘mavigable for steamers, and there will be no delay in throwing in supplies.
11. Mr. Brodie is to be congratulated on having faced the difficulty of making

 enquiries in Bhadréchalam himself. It was a task which can only be appreciated by

those who have had to inspect that taluk, and rendered all the more arduous by the
fact that the route by the river was not open. Mr, Phillips is an energetic officer
out of doors, and the Famine Commissioner is confident that he will repeat in Bhadrs-
chalam the good work of inspection done by him in 1892.

12. Mr. Brodie should insist on drafts from his office being properly punctuated.
In his letter above, there were 166 mistakes in punctuation. It would also facilitate
the despatch of public business if the Collector would employ, to fair copy his letters,
some clerk whose handwriting is not an understudy of his own.

13. In a telegram, dated 27th J une, the Collector reports heavy rain at Bhadrj-
chalam. He adds that somewhat disquieting reports have reached him from Chinta-
lapudi and Kottapadi, and that enquiries are being made.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,

Famine Secretary,
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
Copy to the Collector of Géd4vari.

———

Orper—No. 681, Revenue, dated 9th August 1897.

Recorded.,

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

To the Famine Commissioner.
s»» the Public Works Department.
» the Local and Municipal Department.

" ‘Ead. Bhaik Enriin.

70 Copies.
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Condition of the people of Bhadrachalam.

Recording Bosrd’s Proceedings passing orders on Gédévari Collector’s report on the —.



Land Records and Agriculture

Read—the following letter from V. A. BRODIE, Ee
Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Agriculture, dated Camp, Tanuku, 8th June 1

In continuation of my previous letters. part icularly
dated 11th May 1897, No. 358, dated 12th May 1897, No. 5
1897, No. 401, I have the honour to state that, after leavir
11th ultimo, 1 halted at Singavaram, Bhadréchalam, Tunikicheruva
and Murumu, and inspected the villages in their vicinity leaving the
23rd, and up to that time there was no cause for anxiety, " Indeed I left
conscience, as the 800 bags of cholam and ragi ordered from Rajahmundry
all arrived at Kunaveram, and there was general and heavy rain on the night o
22nd. My original intention was to go on from Bandrevu to Chmtuwand‘
proceed to Kunaveram vid Lakkavaram, but I gave this up on Mr. Ward’s 7

that things in those regions were no worse than about Bandrevu
a good deal from asthma and a bad throat, and the ro ’ ot
cally impassable for loaded carts and cotc,)lies difﬁeul:dt;v agsetl:e VA8 Ml it
Mr. Woodbouse whom I had ordered up when I heard there might be some dela in
Mr. Coleridge joining, and gave him instructions, Mr. Coleridge has now joined {nd :
proceeded to Bhadrichalam to work under the Special Assistant, bui:'1 I do not
propose to recall Mr._Woodhquse until I have received complete lists of those who
should be given gratuitous relief and of those who require advances for the urehas:
of seed-grain, as I have ordered him to check these lists in the Bhadréchalap 3
and Mr. Coleridge those in the Marrigudem and Rekapalli ranges B
2. Throughout the taluk I did not meet wi i i a8
not suffering from disease—usually leprosyt—v;:f}ll Z:;n e \itihi:- 4

villages I visited to find people who. coul werce iaeiti;t was sometimes difficult in the

R 4 e usly be given gratui ief.
At Chinkammalfpuram, which is a good sized Koya vil{;ge 0%1 aboﬁzm.i‘?.(;1 m:e??iﬁ
headman said the only hard-up people were an old woman and her semi-idiot ’s'on

Pressed to say if there was no one else, he ventured to suggest another who, I found

out, was one of his own sons. As he had two wives, which is generall a si £

comparative affiluence, and both they and their children appeared to be 1¥1 ﬁrsltg-n : e

condition, I equld not accept the recommendation. At Bandrevu I was struckn;)eA

the fine physique of the men to which Mr. Hasted, who was with me, drew my"v'

attention, and the munslf_ could only recommend an orphan of about 12 ,whom he 2

himself supporting as he is a distant relative. The women were merry and contente:; i

ki A

3. As I mmde a point of giving small presents to the different vi Aok
S erent villa ;
::)}:lcidmﬁe. tto dzm;e];], 1 s;w Ehe wome\‘fI and girls of many other villages, bega(:i:gvzlg?;:n % 42
¢ Visil, and though of course all, with a view fo gettin i :
possible, made out that they were starving, their aPPGaraice m%S?Zoggu:igi;sent : :;
they- words, an_d, on getting two or three rupees, they went off chattering and laughin :
as if quite satisfied with themselves and their circumstances. No doubt th:ge Lo
shadier side to the picture, and those who are sick or diseased, or ¢ isa

instances having a hard time of it, or at least a harder time than ﬁsﬂg},ed, zze ailn t;‘:;ne: hEce
they are dependant on the charity of their relatives and neighbours, and these must, in
the present condition of affairs, often look on them as a burden, and regard the duty,*

b as a misfortune, These must be relieved not only for their own
‘the sake of their supporters. At the same time, fortunately, the clan
 among the Koyas, and several cripples, who were brought to me on
r relatives to beg, were so sleek that their profession of begging ap-
a paying one. No doubt these were members of fairly well-to-do families
y would not admit it.
ing the taluk as a whole, the conclusion I came to was that, up to date, there
that could be called general distress except perhaps amongst the Koyas in
vicinity of Dummagudem, where the Koya population is comparatively
r than it is elsewhere, and has both less jungle and less productive jungle
all back upon to supplement its other means of subsistence. Even there some
es are better off than others for no ostensible reason. The difference is, however,
n all there appear to be more cases of individual hardship than elsewhere. I
however, at the same time, remark that it was more difficult to ascertain the real
te of these villages than of those further away from the mission, for I never came
s such unblushing liars. At Singavaram and Mahadevarowpeta the people
frankly said how they stood, and made no fuss about letting one see all that was in their
ouses, but about Dummagudem, and especially in the villages of Mulakapad and Anji-
paka, objections were generally raised to in-doorinspections, on the excuse of there being
a goddess in the house, &c., and one had to accept their own statements that what
they produced was all they had. I infer, however, that a good many of them were
hard-up, from the fact that a good many came to the relief works. At the same time
these villages were the nearest to the relief works and they took very good care not to

- overwork themselves, as they were anything but regular in their attendance, and were
- constantly knocking off work for refreshment—drinking the ambali (a kind of conji)

they brought with them, and what Mrs. Cain kindly sent down to the works for their
benefit—so that even the work test is not very conclusive. As workers, of course, they

~were contemptible, and the Assistant Engineer complained several times of my giving

them full pay, on the ground that not one of them ever did the D wage task; but to
insist on tasks was, as I told him, to drive them away, which would be injudicious,
for where every one without exception clamoured for relief, some at least probably
deserved it, and there seemed to be no other means of separating the deserving from
the undeserving.

5. Elsewhere the majority of the villagers seemed to me so well off that probably
they will be able to weather the storm with slight assistance, and at the time of my
visit instances of individual distress were not many. A few villages, for some reason
or other, are worse off than their neighbours as regards stores of grain, but fortunately
the worst off are those whose extraneous sources of supply—the jungles—are the best,
like the Reddi villages among the hills lying between Banderevu and Kunaveram, and
on the Bastar border. For the present, the relief we are giving them by selling at
favourable prices is enough, and supplemented, as I have ordered it to be, by the grant
of gratuitous relief to those who cannot work and, as I hope, by advances for the
purehase of seed-grain, this should be ample. There has been great delay in the
submission of the lists of those to be given this last form of relief, but when it is
considered that the taluk is 911 square miles in extent, and has only three Revenue
Inspectors, whilst the villages are small, numerous and scattered, this has been un-
avoidable. Now that the additional Revenue Inspectors ordered up have joined, the
work must be completed or nearly so, and, meanwhile, I am asking the Famine Com-
mittee for Rs. 6,000, which will, I think, meet requirements, so that there may be no
difficulty in making all payments within the eurrent month, which is time enough, as

- I understand they do not sow their staple crop—cholam—before the middle of July.

Of course much depends upon the monsoon. If it sets in favourably, every one but
Mr. Ward says, it will improve matters, and I sincerely hope every one is right.
Meanwhile a careful watch is being kept with two European junior officers in the
taluk, and Mr. Phillips going up as soon as he can get away. If additional aid is
wanted, or things get worse, the fact will be at once reported.

6. Another point I am satisfied about is that nowhere but in the vicinity of
Dummagudem is it of the slightest use attempting relief works, for the villages are

small and scattered and the people can only go to relief works if they leave their
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villages and neglect both their cattle and their cultivation. Rather th
?om, they w& risk starvation, for their living next year depends e
vation this, and we cannot in fairness offer them such a choice. The only
to keep them in their villages, and help them, where necessary, to ouluvatqf
for then the soomer will they be off our hands. At ﬂah&.demowpettﬂ, :
varam the Koyas were most frank in their criticisms of relief works. At
varowpeta I had Mr. Ward with me, and as they know and trust him, thez
the full benefit of their views which were not overcomRhmentm‘y‘to myself.
ing to them it was all nonsense my saying I would give them no!:hmgv :
came to relief works. How could they leave their women and children and catt |
and cultivation, and what was the use of the roads the Sircar proposea‘a ing ?
Nobody wanted any other roads than the present ones, and in a few y
roads, 1f made, would be just like the old (a eriticism which is, I fear, too true).
should not the Sircar make them loans—on the Nagoo system if it liked—and o
Komaties to sell at mamul prices ? It would be much less trouble to the 8
much more convenient and agreeable to them. If only the Sircar would do t
it would do, and there would be no injustice, for the Komaties had been makmg |
out of them and deceiving them for years. : . il
7. The last fact is probably true, but the day for such orders is gone, and I have
no doubt the loeal merchants would very much object to having the burden of support-
ing the Koyas thrown on them, seeing that so far their sole endeavogr, w1_th one or two.
exceptions, has been to make an extra profit out of the present distress. Advan:;s
on the Nugoo system, if repaid, would be profitable, as, under that system, which is t e
usual one 1n their dealings with the riversiders, the debt doubles itself every year.
For example, a Koya borrows 100 kunchums of cholam. At harvest he has to pay
back 200. If he does mot pay the first year he must pay 400 the next, and so on.
With such a system it is not surprising that most of the Koyas are in debt, and those
once in debt never get out of if, and never know how their account stands. The
difficulty is, as they themselves admit, that they can give no security for loans on
whatever system they might be given on, and I do not commend the Nagoo one ; they
would in fact, I fear, prove gifts. it v
8. Another fact which leads me to think that the state of affairs is not so
bad as the Dummagudem Koyas and Mr. Cain paint it, is that I heard of no sales of
their cattle even by the Dummagudem Koyas. When I went to Anjipaka, of which
village the people made the loudest clamour, I saw quite a lot of cattle, so that when
I went to Singavaram I was surprised when told that the cattle I saw there belonged |
to the villagers of Anjipaka too, and they had sent away their own cattle to Bastar.
Of course I was told they did not sell their cattle as they could only get very poor
prices, but this is only half an excuse, as it is an admission that they are not so pressed
as to be willing to take what they can get. i
9. In reference to several matters, I request the santction of the Board, and, where
that it will obtain the sanction of Government. _ =
DS Y AR Yerbortadtin uiy dotter it B.P., dated 12th May 1897, No. 362,
I ordered up two Revenue Inspectors from the plains to assist the Bhadrichalam
Revenue Inspectors, but almost immediately ordered up two more, in order to have
the taluk promptly gone over and every village visited. As it is 911 square miles in
extent, and mostly jungle, in which some 250 small Koya villages lie scattered about
with no well-defined roads, &e., it was quite impossible for the three local Inspectors to
visit every village, and prepare lists of those to be relieved gratuitously, and of those
to be given advances for the purchase of seed-grain promptly. As it 1s, this work is
still behindhand, because the Revenue Inspectors ordered up took a long time to
join, owing to the difficulties in travelling. Three perhaps would have been enough
but, as the work entails much extra work on the ta}uk office, of wl}lch the establish- :
ment is_very limited, I have divided the taluk into six ranges, and given one Inspector
to the Tahsildar as a famine assistant temporarily. They will all, I hope, be able to
return to their regular duties in July, ard meanwhile, as they have been ealled from
taluks of which the jamabandi was over, no substitutes have been appointed to take
their places as it is not necessary. I request sanction to their deputation on dut}yg,‘{

outside their regular ranges.

e
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10 (8) The next question is that of money versus grain doles, and here I have beer

- practically compelled to sanction the former, and request the sanction of Government
- to this course. It is just, I presume, in the case of such jungly tracts that the
~ concession is necessary. In any case, it is the only method possible, for there are roads

to only a few villages and these will become impassable for carts as soon as rains set

1o, It is consequently impossible to hawk grain about the country, unless we have it
- carried by coolies, of which the expense would be great. Then all the recipients of

relief cannot be compelled to go to the riverside villages for it, and those are the

_only villages in which there are merchants, for the distance is often too great. Jesides,

neither I nor the recipients trust those merchants as a rule, for the general complaint

. of the Koyas is that they are a set of rogues who cheat them in many ways; and I faney

the complaint is not wholly without foundation, as I am told all the wealthiest men in
the taluk came to it with nothing. The only course, is as they themselves desire, not
to hand them over to the tender mercies of those they distrust, but to pay them money
doles at convenient centres, and let them make their own purchases at the several
depots that have been started with the Rs. 2,000 allotted by the Famine Relief Com-
mittee and at Mr. Cain’s dep6t. These are few, but this cannot be helped, as nowhere
else is supervision available. Of course the recipients will seldom be able to go them-
selves, but this does mnot matter, as the practice is for each village to purchase its
supplies generally through a few of its members, as occasion arises, in the case of out-

_ of-the-way villages, and not for every one to go and purchase for himself, and among

themselves 1 believe they are thoroughly honest. Anyhow the recipients, where
they are lepers and cripples, &e., can be trusted to entrust the duty of making purchases
for them to those they know they can rely on.

il. (c) Up to date only 162 have been granted gratuitous relief, which is an
advance of less than 20 on those I myself admitted to be deserving, from which I
infer this form of relief is being allowed very sparingly, and I fear too sparingly.
Probably it is being limited to the sick, and those otherwise incapacitated for work, and

. those who show signs of emaciation. I have therefore sent Mr. W oodhouse and Mr.
- Coleridge instructions that, although needless expenditure is to be avoided, still, in

dealing with the Koyas, at any rate, over-caution and over-strictness, being liable to
have disastrous consequences, are to be more guarded against than over-liberality.
They must use their best discretion of course, but in cases of doubt the applicant
must get the benefit.

The point however which I specially want to bring to notice is that, as soon as
the rains set in, the Malas and Madigas will be off our hands, for they are confined
practically to the riverside villages, and the Telaga villagers will then require their

‘services for their agrieultural operations as uswal. For them relief works will no
longer be necessary. The Koyas, on the other hand, when that event happens, will no

longer be able to come to relief works as they will have their own cultivation to

‘attend to. I am therefore issuing instructions to Mr. Woodhouse, who is at Dumma-

gudem, to close the relief works as seon as the rains set in, putting sueh of the Koyas

~as have been at all regular in their attendance and who seem. consequently to be

really in straits, or showing signs of emaciation, on his gratuitous relicf list. At the
most, this will mean only about 200 people, I fancy, seattered over some 20 or 25
villages. Here, too, no other course is open, for we cannot keep the Koyas away from
eultivating their lands. The rains, too, will put a stop to their present work of clearin g
the canal ofsilt, and making a ramp at Dumma gudem, and there is ne other work in that
neighbourhood they can be put on to, even if we say “you must work for us and leave
your own lands alone ”’, as the Superintending Engineer tells me the Mahadevapuram
tank is too big a work to be undertaken without careful preliminary nvestigation, and
this is not complete. I request my action may be approved.

12, (d) The last point, and a most important point, is whether the export of grain
from Bhadréchalam is to be prohibited ornot. Of course, I am aware that such a query
would under ordinary circumstances be considered savouring of insanity in these free
trade days, but the circumstances are not ordinary, for export from the Nizam’s Dom;-

-nions across the riveris, I am told, stopped and this is, in fact, the case with Bastar, which:

adjoins Bhadrdchalam on its other side. No doubt, Colonel Fagan, as he says, has nof
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with greater force to the

villages their circumstances may be as bad. These remarks apply
resent certain any relief of any kind beyond the supply of

Rékapalle range where I am not at p
 geed-grain to thosein want of it and the sale of food -grain at favourable prices to Koyas and
Reddies is required. However, it must be divided between two Revenue Inspectors stationed at
Wuddigudem and Chintore, and every village visited without delay. Probably a few persons
iof as they cannot work

‘will be found in it also who are in ne i

' nsned orders, as Administrator, prohibiting i Mabidn b i
ol et ; s iting it, butasa )
B o g e
B % i h Dummagud hen I was t
matter for congratulation that B; rough Dummagudem when I he
Een astar was all right, because all
in time, and Mr. Ward also in this matter bor | oxpart kR
probably is—so far as Bastar and the Niz:o o i selbvinsdbis mayb'bg&"
A : ; m’s Dom ;
Iihadréchalam to get her supplies if it is not swppe&nggfea::dozl?xm
s soon as the rains set in, the riverside villagers must open their grain pits and
T o

od temporarily of gratuitous rel
to maintain them. In these two divisions the prepar-

one asserts a fall in prices will follow, for, i
; or, if the season o 11, the ;
anxious to sell some of their abundance 1 penswell, the Telaga ryots willbe
: . . in order to get the benefi A s 1 ; lves and have no natural supporters
they will sell to the highest bidder. The rains Vgﬂl also brint ‘:f th&lhxﬁl;gn £5 it ation of the lists of those entitled to gratuitous relief must be at once prepared and until the
gup the Rajahmun s Assistant Collector arrives the work in this respect of the Revenue Inspectors must be supervised
by the Tahsildar.
to be sold at 20 seers per rupee to

od that cholam and ragi are

5. As orders have been issu
he Marrigndem and

Koyas and Reddies at Kachavaram, Kunaveram and Pedamattapalli in t
4n the case of Malas and Madigas in granting gratui-

Rékapalle ranges and at 16 seers per rupee

tous relief in those quarters those prices are to be taken as the basis on which the amount of relief
is to be caleulated. Arrangements must now be made by the Tahsildar to sell at 16 seers per
rupee to Koyas, Malas and Madigas alike at Bhadréchalam and Dummagudem and as soon as

this has been done gratuitous reliof can be calculated on a price of 16 seers per rupee.
6. The Probationary Deputy Collector is placed in charge of relief operations in the Bhadré-
& chalam range and must promptly visit as many villages as he can in order to check on the spot the
* lists of those recommended for gratuitous relief by the Revenue Tnspectors with due regard to the
rovisigns of section 62 of the Code. Hemust satisfy himself both that the persons recommended
deser@e and need relief and that the amount of relief recommended is correct. Of course he can
_gdmit to relief persons whose claims they have rejected as well as reject persons they have
recommended. He must be careful to see that persons from the Nizam’s Dominions, Bastar and
Cherla are not admitted to relief they have no claim to. He need not go from village to village
to disburse grain-doles as the villages are too small and too far apart. Most of the infirm and
helpless can walk to some centre and whe t, their dues can safely be entrusted to some
inate such agent who will usually

resident of their village ox“their account, provided they nomi
thetic neighbour. For the Bhadrichalam range, Parnasala,

be either a relative or sympa

Dummagudem, Singavaram and Bhadréchalam should suffice. He need not, too, make all pay-

ments himself. If he = r the list of those to be paid at Dummagudem, for instance, with

the money to the Rev. Mr. Cain, they will deubtless be paid, and at Bhadréchalam the duty of
to the Naib-Tahsildar, Hospital Assistant and Mr. Ramaswami Naidu

paying can be deputed
sitting as a committee. At Singavaram and Parnasala he will probably have to make all pay-
s of payees as he tours from

ments himself. Even where he does not pay he must check the list

village to village.
must be performed by the Tahsildar

7. These duties in the Rékapalle and Marrigudem ranges
but the Assistant Collector can, of
ts at some centres and at others

antil the Assistant Collector comes and then by the latter,
course, avail himself of the Tahsildar’s services to make paymen
entrust this duty to Mr. ‘Ward, Forest Sub-Divisional Officer.

8. Especial care must be exercised in admitling the claims of
relief for many of such persons have been attracted from the
of relief and many other claimants are not by any means sO help
they make out. in the case of Koyas greater truthfulness is to be expec
%00 caxe is necessary as the temptation to misrepresent is strong-

9. The only relief works sanctioned for the taluk are the road from Lutchigudem to Kalanu-

gudem and that from Bingavaram to Chatle, but neither is very aseful first because in the
as they are at Dummagudem, and

vicinity of these proposed roads the people are not €0 badly off
both at Singavaram and Baudrevu on these roads the people, who looked well and strong, said
are very ill-suited for relief

they did not want them and, in the nest place, because these works

works as thero is no work conected with them that women and children are capable of doing,

1f they have to be re-started only men can be admitted to them, and these men made allowances

: for all dependant on them who would presumably work too if there was work for them to do, but

. cutting out tree stumps, &e., in the jungleis hardly work for women and children, even among the

~ Koyas. Both at Singavaram and Baudrevu the people informed me that such works were :

unsuitable as they could not Jeave their crops and villages and asked that I would instead give them '
loans and issue orders to the Komaties to sell at mamul prices. Loans with them would be gifts
so are not to be thought of, and though I chould like to, I cannot comply with their second
request. It is, however, I think certain that in the Marrigudem and Rékapalle ranges and parts
of Bhadréchalam it will suffice to help the in

d helpless and sell food-grains to
the rest at prices approaching normal prices as has been arrange

d for. 1f further relief works are
necessary, so far as possible, such wor own villages and
take the form of constructing drinking-water tanks and improving their means of communication
by improving the approaches of the vagus which intersect their roads everywhere. Such works

be begun until they have been regularly planned ou

should not, however, t and estimated for and
the estimate sanctioned by the Special 'Assistant Agent when it does not exceed Rs. 50 or the

boatman, and, the moment the Bhadrdchalam pri ]
gxpgrt ;’nll set in, and we shall have a repetiliziogle xﬁ‘})]:; t:)erlolv:s;h:fg: a]:m'undry}
iﬁ% e}all:d :;éh:;xen some boatmen are said to have cleared Rs. 1,000, by blgog:rr hola
a3} e am ard re-selling at Rajahmundry. Should the comin siasgo v
3o e); enu:}}:mloufs and favourable, the danger may not be great, thou, gh th t Eg
Willgeonsid : hen 0 gver-exportatlon, for neither the boat trader nor gle T::lre Mo
whezvers l:gt : l? prot 1able need of the Koyas up to harvest, and the oannc;?l:‘
pgans v gort a%r?ei;lk 1 il;ar:}t::t I;fog;::;s fall(,1 as they}}lave not the mongy. Shouldywm‘
! , and scare, howe ences
Tél;yalll’; ‘flllllaastrous.d In that event, no course will be o;:; tt‘i)mtfso rl?g’toc%];wqb‘; k in
= 331 i mt;y,h taﬁe send cholam back to Bhadrdchalam up-stream. In t-hesy rotims ik
I %emb well to prohibit the export of seed-grain from Bhadréchafammnmq i
ki vesin ;;V o her, or tlio long as exportation ,is stopped from Bastar and the g.up t;o 3
N a7 ic al;; he natural sources of supply of Bhadrdchalam when .tlzam: e
At w2 I:yi le insufficient, otherwise prices in Bhadrdchalam will b 10 the
g olent and sudden fluctuation. et

13. In conclusion, I enclos ireu :
Bhadrdchalam for the ],ioard’s in?ofxglg{io(r)lf. o cirealar issusd by mo Defor M

ENCLOSURE.

Memorandum,

Four Revenue Inspectors with their :

. 0 eons have b 3
?$r£:si off hel;tnlqg the Tahsildar to a:soertsﬁn prom?tlye(g; 3311:‘1;1_;;? _frnqm the plains for the £ar
o nm:o§r:hmgﬁs relief. On arrival two of them are to be appoin teggte inspection who are
: pector | e Bhadréchalam range and one appointed to assist each o sasist the SeveRiel
ors of Rékapalle and Marrigudem. ist each of the Revenue Inspec-

9. The Bhadrichalam firka is to be divided into ivi

Sha th i 1
‘I,::apgtgﬁd ;“1]'91: l}ea;ll-qugrters should, I think, be Bll;?d(rl;z;zf;; 3111)(31&118 e Rev.enne i
Inspector 'l“ht_xs' % "c; 3 Vllla._ges allotte(} to each should be at on’ce furl::' % ug Tae g.nd i 17 -
" u[:es e 'those il;h rl?'t uty w1!1 be to wsxt'every village in their divisionsl ed each e
Eomprivader s o at}ll ants entlfled to gratuitous relief under section 62 of t‘;ln Cnote Ao O
s andy = tz g«;:vhere v;'ili}}lxagtfx £ v;ix:;{:nth? person recommended resides wiitl:a hi:doel: hgll'1 ;I;:ir’
) : s for reco 1 i ' reli
:1 f; : }:{:ither rihef for the person alor‘e or one or mlgxf:: ?e%:fd;glé: ¢ a'?.‘(lll oy 1'.(13111ef gt
rprers :!)1 v:ﬁ:ira:: DOtrt entltlfd to ;ehe-f if they have well-to-do fri.ends :t{dw;elaréfte 720 v
o | Kuen, B PPo hwm} d ordlpan]y and rightly devolve. Some no doub hons % Shems

ave no earthly right to it under this provision, but they are ver;ufetv 470 Aol e

3. Their other duties will be to

S y ] promptly prepare i :

{fs?:g:-:gs tqtllfplles of1 seed-grain, &c., from the }iﬁdrgs Ch?r?m%lignﬁ,ﬁizlfl%hst of ‘these Dotee

to this forti) 01;1 coil']pf etle]' They will note that it is not every one in ever, O'Illimlttee wl‘lere t'h oy

e kit relief, though all, or almost all, are likely to ask for it Iy ?hi:ge ¥ho 38 sukiiiet
) nspectors are to be directed to exercise due ca =3 oy matter, therefore,

overcarefulness to the extent of causing hardship is equally to ‘l'):‘:;l iso(‘;ﬂ-utlon. At the same time

4. The Marrigndem rance will be divided i
: g = to ivisi
}r;:hm;%: o‘fv hthe re%ulag' Inspector at Kaehavar‘::n gg {:}11:18;:;::1. silxllb. gro tem. and one placed
neeesspecity Tor c%;’:i‘cller:ble“;c::%n toe mktehlfpaclllleﬂa his head-quarters : ;;g:h(;: xt-}:: ad(ltllfioml
i > seeing that relief is not X ge there is
distinctly better off than they are in the Bhadréchali:mv?fnteg(:, i%‘;:gﬁ iP:o 1: generafl!y f“e :
case of a few

Malas and Madigas to gratuitous
Nizam’s Dominions by the hope
less and without supporters as
ted, but in their case
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undersigned when it will cost more. Such wor g ot
however ordered to direct the Revenue Tnspectors tc
kind are available in their divisions and they are also |
delay for such of them as they recommend.
~10. In the case of the vicinity of Dommagudem
work by actually working, but there remail relie:
works of clesringritslhe canal of silt and making a
are completed. ere seems to be no other course in their case -
the people on the probable bund of the vapu
the B scale of wages with allowances
from the D ration to one quarter of it.

crippled adult relatives who are not getting itous relief

over seven can come to work and those of seven and’ under can 11
from a quarter to an eighth of the D ration, those under three being
those over three a quarter. When a family consists ¢ °) epen
work—all the former—should not be treated as dependant on th
not all who can work, come to the work. As soon as arrang
cholam at 16 seers per rupee at Dum dem, both the gratuitous
wage should be calculated according to this price. In the event
with the Assistent Engineer to start work on the Mahadevapuram
Collector will at once report the fact to the undersigned for report to

Resolution—dated 28th June 1897, No. 468A.

Submitted for the information of Government. 4evy 54 TRt A
- 9. The fifth paragraph of the Collector’s memorandum is not clear. No reaso
is assigned for charging differential rates to various classes of people. {ickls
3. All applicants for relief must be admitted to works, whether they come
the Madras Presidency or from outside. 2% i o
4. With reference to paragraph 9 of kis memorandum, the Collector should consi
whether the intermediate works preseribed in G.0., No. 430 of 1897, cannot |
introduced. Gt S e
5. The proposal of the Collector to employ the people on the “ probable ” bund -
the Mahadevapuram tank cannot be approved. The work should not be comm
until all investigations, plans and estimates have been completed. sl

6. The direction, to grant allowances for dependants, who are unable to work, o :

at rates varying from the D ration to one-eighth of it, is opposed to the Code, and the %
Government orders on the subject. In paragraph 5 of G.0., No. 216 of 189
it is ordered that dependants who attend at works, but are prevented from
objections from partaking of cooked food, may be provided for by giving an add
wage to the worker to provide the dole prescribed in section 122, of the Famine
¢ those who cannot attend at works being dealt with under section 64 or secti
3 and 85, of the Famine Code, while in Sections 120 and 124 of the Code, the chil
ration 15 fixed at one-fourth to_ three-fourths of that for an adult, special diet
‘ children under three being regulated by segtion 125, Famine Code. 513

7. The Famine Commissioner is not prepared to approve of the deputatio
Revenue Inspectors on duty outside their ranges, while their own posts are
vacant. The proper course is to appoint Circle Inspectors in the affected tracts, and
where men are taken from their ordinary duties for this purpose, others shoul
appointed to do_their ordinary work. If this is not done, the ordinary work
areas from which officers are drafted must fall in arrears. It is open to the Co
to appoint the Revenue Inspectors temporarily transferred to Bhadrichalam to be

Relief Circle Inspectors, on a suitable salary, to which service in such an
tract gives them a strong claim.

8 The Famine Commissioner is not inclined to agree with the Collector as to

the necessity for money-doles. The only reason given for the adoption of this f

* of relief is that it will be impossible to hawk grain about the country when the rains
begin ; but it seems that grain depts have been established in parts, and the Collec

easier course would be to grant grain-doles at these depbts.
are unable to walk, grain may be given to their friends on the production of relief
tickets. There is no more risk of relief being taken by the wrong persons under this
system than under that which meets with the approval of the (ollector.

jghiqh'acce_ss to markets is so beset with obstructions of all kinds.

matter, with the above remark, to the Collector for consideration.

9. The proposal of the Collector in paragraph 11 of his letter is approved. The

officer in charge of relief operations should satisfy himself that the Panchamas get not

only employment, but adequate wages, when rain comes.

~ 10. The Collector’s proposal, to interfere with private trade by prohibiting exports
from Bhadrichalam, would not be approved by Government.

' In his letter above, there were 166 mistakes in punctuation.
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_ni_platés giving money to enable the grantees to buy grain at these depdts. The
In the case of those who

The Famine

mmissioner is quite aware of the great difficulty of acting in this remote tract, in
He leaves the

The Collecter has

already been allowed to do what has been disallowed 1n Ganjém, viz., to import grain.
The emergency called for this action, and Mr. Brodie deserves credit for having

assumed the responsibility. The problem now reported must work itself out. Should

the Collector find it absolutely necessary to import cholam again, the river is now
‘navigable for steamers, and there will be no delay in throwing in supplies.

11. Mr. Brodie is to be congratulated on having faced the difficulty of making

‘enquiries in Bhadrachalam himself. It was a task which can only be appreciated by

those who have had to inspect that taluk, and rendered all the more arduous by the
fact that the route by the river was not open. Mr. Phillips is an energetic officer

~ out of doors, and the Famine Commissioner is confident that he will repeat in Bhadra-

chalam the good work of inspection done by him in 1892.

. 12. Mr. Brodie should insist on drafts from his office being properly punctuated.
It would also facilitate
the despateh of publie business if the Collector would employ, to fair copy his letters,
some clerk whose handwriting is not an understudy of his own.

13. In a telegram, dated 27th June, the Collector reports heavy rain at Bhadrd-

_chalam. He adds that somewhat disquieting reports have reached him from Chinta-

lapudi and Kottapadi, and that enquiries are being made.
(True Copy and Extract.)

L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine Secretary.

(Si gned)

- To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

Copy to the Collector of G4dévari.

- Orver—No. 681, Revenue, dated 9th August 1897.

Recorded.

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Famine Commissioner.
,,» the Public Works Department.
- ,, the Local and Municipal Department.

Faxd. Shaik Karim.

70 Copies.
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Raap—the following Proceedings Ofthg ﬁ »iv
Land Records and Agriculture), dated 28th June 1§

Read—the following letter from V. A. BRODIE, Esq., Collector
Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Agriculture, dated Camp, Tanuku, 8th June 1897, Dis.

In continuation of my previous letters, partioniaﬁy those er
dated 11th May 1897, No. 858, dated 12th May 1897, No. 362
1897, No. 401, I have the honour to state that, after leaving
11th ultimo, 1 halted at Singavaram, Bhadréchalam, Tunikicheruv
and Murumu, and inspected the villages in their vicinity, leaving ‘the
23rd, and up to that time there was no cause for anxiety. imlaed, I left
conscience, as the 800 bags of cholam and ragi ordered from Rajahmus
all arrived at Kunaveram, and there was general and heavy rain on the =
99nd. My original intention was to go on from Bandrevu to Chintur
proceed to Kunaveram vid Lakkavaram, but I gave this up on Mr. Ward’s assu
that things in those regions were no worse than about Bandrevu, as I was suffer
a good deal from asthma and a bad throat, and the road was represented to be prac
cally impassable for loaded carts and coolies difficult to get. At Murumur I met
Mr. Woodhouse whom I had ordered up when I heard there might be some delay in
Mr. Coleridge joining, and gave him instructions. Mr. Coleridge has now joined and
proceeded to Bhadrichalam to work under the Special Assistant, bnut I do ‘not
propose to recall Mr. Woodhouse until I have received complete lists of thoa,e"vzﬁ;a;

should be given gratuitous relief and of those who require advances for the purchase }«; ;
of seed-grain, as I have ordered him to check these lists in the Bhadrdchalam ran S‘W !

and Mr. Coleridge those in the Marrigudem and Rekapalli ranges.

9. Throughout the taluk I did not meet with a single emaciated person who was
not suffering from disease—usually leprosy—and generally the people were in good
condition and seemed cheerful and contented, and it was sometimes difficult in thqlg -
villages I visited to find people who could conscientiously be given gratuitous relief. o
At Chinkammaldpuram, which is a good sized Koya village of about 20 houses the
headman said the only hard-up people were an old woman and her semi-idiot’son,*.l
Pressed to say if there was no one else, he ventured to suggest another who, I found
out, was one of his own sons. As he had two wives, which is generally a sign of
comparative affluence, and both they and their children appeared to be in first-rate. "
condition, I could not accept the recommendation. At Bandrevu I was struck by
the fine physique of the men to which Mr. Hasted, who was with me, drew my
attention, and the munsif could only recommend an orphan of about 12 whom he is
himself supporting as he is a distant relative. The women were merry and contented
enough, as coming back to camp Mr. Hasted and I heard them some distance off before
we surprised the whole female population bathing in the Vagu under the shade of some
large trees—mostly dressed in puris naturalibus. "

3. As I mmde a point of giving small presents to the different villagers (women) :
who came to dance, 1 saw the women and girls of many other villages, besides those
could visit, and though of course all, with a view to getting as big a present as
possible, made out that they were starving, their appearance most conclusively belied -
their words, and, on getting two or three rupees, they went off chattering and laughing,
as if quite satisfied with themselves and their circumstances. No doubt there isa’ :
shadier side to the picture, and those who are sick or diseased, or crippled, are in some
instances having a hard time of it, or at least a harder time than usual. At all times ‘
they are dependant on the charity of their relatives and neighbours, and these must, in
the present condition of affairs, often look on them as a burden, and regard the duty of
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al them as a misfortune. These must be relieved not only for their own
ut often for the sake of their supporters. At the same time, fortunately, the clan
strong among the Koyas, and several cripples, who were brought to me on
hers by their relatives to beg, were so sleek that their profession of begging ap-
d to be a paying one. No doubt these were members of fairly well-to-do families
th they would not admit it.
4. Taking the taluk as a whole, the conclusion I came to was that, up to date, there
s nothing that could be called general distress except perhaps amongst the Koyas in
mediate vicinity of Dummagudem, where the Koya population 1s comparatively
denser than it is elsewhere, and has both less jungle and less productive junglé
fall back upon to supplement its other means of subsistence. Even there some
s are better off than others for no ostensible reason. The difference is, however
hat in all there appear to be more cases of individual hardship than elsewhere. 1
‘ however, at the same time, remark that it was more difficult to ascertain the real

~ state of these villages than of those further away from the mission, for I never came
‘across such unblushing liars. At Singavaram and Mahadevarowpeta the people

frankly said how they stood, and made no fuss about letting one see all that was in their
“houses, but about Dummagudem, and especially in the villages of Mulakapad and Anji-
objections were generally raised to in-doorinspections,on the excuse of there being
a goddess in the house, &c., and one had to accept their own statements that what
they produced was all they had. I infer, however, that a good many of them were
hard-up, from the fact that a good many came to the relief works. At the same time
~ these villages were the nearest to the relief works and they took very good care not to
overwork themselves, as they were anything but regular in their attendance, and were
constantly knocking off work for refreshment—drinking the ambali (a kind of conji)
they brought with them, and what Mrs. Cain kindly sent down to the works for their
benefit—so that even the work test is not very conclusive. As workers, of course, they
were contemptible, and the Assistant Engineer complained several times of my giving
them full pay, on the ground that not one of them ever did the D wage task ; but to
insist on tasks was, as I told him, to drive them away, which would be injudicious,
for where every one without exception clamoured for relief, some at least probably
deserved it, and there seemed to be no other means of separating the deserving from
the undeserving.

5. Elsewhere the majority of the villagers seemed to me so well off that probably
they will be able to weather the storm with slight assistance, and at the time of my
visit instances of individual distress were not many. A few villages, for some reason
or other, are worse off than their neighbours as regards stores of grain, but fortunately
the worst off are those whose extraneous gources of supply—the jungles—are the best,
like the Reddi villages among the hills lying between Banderevu and Kunaveram, and
on the Bastar border. For the present, the relief we are giving them by selling at
favourable prices is enough, and supplemented, as I have ordered it to be, by the grant
of gratuitous relief to those who cannot work and, as I hope, by advances for the
purchase of seed-grain, this should be ample. There has been great delay in the
submission of the lists of those to be given this last form of relief, but when it is

 considered that the taluk is 911 square miles in extent, and has only three Revenue
Tnspectors, whilst the villages are small, numerous and scattered, this has been un-
avoidable. Now that the additional Revenue Inspectors ordered up have joined, the
work must be completed or nearly so, and, meanwhi 3, I am asking the Famine Com-

mittee for Rs. 6,000, which will, I think, meet requirements, so that there may be no
difficulty in making all payments within the current month, which is time enough, as
I understand they do not sow their staple crop——(}holam—.-before the middle of July.
Of course much depends upon the monsoon. If it sets in favourably, every one but
Mr. Ward says, it will improve matters, and I sincerely hope every one is right.
Meanwhile a careful watch is being kept with two European junior officers in the
taluk, and Mr. Phillips going up as soon as he can get away. If additional aid is

wanted, or things get worse, the fact will be at once reported.

6. Another point I am satisfied about is that nowhere but in the vicinity of
Dummagudem is it of the slightest use attempting relief works, for the villages are

small and scattered and the people can only go to relief works if they leave their
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villages and neglect both their cattle and their cultivation. Rather t
course, they will risk starvation, for their living next year g i
vation this, and we cannot in fairness offer them such a choice. The
to keep them in their villages, and help them, where necessary, to cultiva
for then the sooner will they be off our hands. At Mahadevarowpe
varam the Koyas were most frank in their criticisms of relief vuh.v. f
varowpeta I had Mr. Ward with me, and as they know a.nd trust llﬁ; they
the full benefit of their views which were not overcomplimentary to my

ing to them it was all nonsense my saying I would give them not gt
cate to relief works, How eould they leave their women and children and ca!

and cultivation, and what was the use of the roads the Sircar proposed making
Nobody wanted any other roads than the present ones, and in a few years thcm
roads, if made, would be just like the old (a criticism which is, I fear, too true). Why

should not the Sircar make them loans—on the Nagoo system if it liked—and order M

ties to sell at mamul prices ? It would be much less trouble to the Sircar and.
E?ll(?]? rf(?re convenient and agreeable to them. If only th.e Sircar would dg the last,
it would do, and there would be no injustice, for the Komaties had been making money

out of them and deceiving them for years. :
7. The last fact is probably true, but the day for such orders is gone, and I have

no doubt the local merchants would very much object to having the burden of support-

ine the Koyas thrown on them, seeing that so far their sole endeavour, with one or two
ex%eptions; has been to make an extra profit out of the present distress. Advances
on the Nagoo system, if repaid, would be profitable, as, under that system, which is the
asual one in their dealings with the riversiders, the debt doubles itself every year.
For example, a Koya borrows 100 kunchums of cholam. At harvest he has to pay
back 200. If he does not pay the first year he must pay 400 the next, and so on.
With such a system it is not surprising that most of the Koyas are in debt, and those
once in debt never get out of it, and never know how their aceount stands. The
difficulty is, as they themselves admit, that they can give no security for lo:?,ns on
whatever system they might be given on, and I do not commend the Nagoo one ; they
would in fact, I fear, prove gifts.

8. Another fact which leads me to think that the state of affairs is not so
bad as the Dummaguder Koyas and Mr. Cain paint it, is that I heard of no sales of
their cattle even by the Dummagudem Koyas. When I went to Anjipaka, of which
village the people made the loudest clamour, I saw quite a lot of cattle, so that when
I went to Singavaram I was surprised when told that the cattle 1 saw there belonged
to the villagers of Anjipaka too, and they had sent away their own cattle to Bastar.
Of course 1 was told they did not sell theité cattle as they could only get very poor
prices, but this is only half an excuse, as it is an admission that they are not so pressed
as to be willing to take what they can get.

9. In reference to several matters, I request the sanction of the Board, and, where

sarv. that it will obtain the sanction of Government.

A ({;,) As reported in my letter printed in B.P., dated 12th May 1897, I\{o. 362,
I ordered up two Revenue Inspectors from the plains to assist the Bhadrichalam
Revenue Inspectors, but almost immediately ordered up two more, order to have
the taluk promptly gone over and every village visited. As it 1s 911 square miles in
extent, and mostly jungle, in which some 250 small Koya villages lie scattered about

_ with no well-defined roads, &c., it was quite impossible for the three local Inspectors to
visit every village, and prepare lists of those to be relieved gratuitously, and of those
to be given advances for the purchase of seed-grain promptly. As it 1s, this work is
still behindhand, because the Revenue Inspectors ordered up took a long time to
join, owing to the difficulties in travelling. ~Three perhaps would have been enough
but, as the work entails much extra work on the taluk office, of which the establish-
ment is very limited, I have divided the taiuk into six ranges, and given one Inspector
to the Tahsildar as a famine assistant temporarily. They will all, T hope, be able to
return to their regular duties in July, and meanwhile, as they have been called from
taluks of which the jamabandi was over, no substltqtes have l.Jeen appmpted to take
their places as it is not necessary. I request sanction to their deputation on duty
outside their regular ranges.

R R e e e e S e
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; 10. (b) The next question is that of money versus grain doles, and here I have been
practically compelled to sanction the former, and request the sanction of Government
to this course. It is just, I presume, in the case of such jungly tracts that the
concession is necessary. In any case, it is the only method possible, for thereare roads
to only a few villages and these will become impassable for carts as soon as rains set
in. It is consequently impossible to hawk grain about the country, unless we have it
carried by coolies, of which the expense would be great. Then all the recipients of
relief cannot be compelled to go to the riverside villages for it, and those are the
only villages in which there are merchants, for the distance is often too great. Besides,
neither I nor the recipients trust those merchants as a rule, for the general complaint
of the Koyas is that they are a set of rogues who cheat them in many ways, and I fancy
the complaint is not wholly without foundation, as I am told all the wealthiest men in
the taluk came to it with nothing. The only course, is as they themselves desire, not
to hand them over to the tender mercies of those they distrust, but to pay them money
doles at convenient centres, and let them make their own purchases at the several
depbts that have been started with the Rs. 2,000 allotted by the Famine Relief Com-
mittee and at Mr. Cain’s depot. These are few, but this cannot be helped, as nowhere
else is supervision available. Of course the recipients will seldom be able to go them-
selves, but this does not matter, as the practice is for each village to purchase its
supplies generally through a few of its members, as occasion arises, in the case of out-
of-the-way villages, and not for every one to go and purchase for himself, and among
themselves 1 believe they are thoroughly honest. Anyhow the recipients, where
they are lepers and cripples, &e., can be trusted to entrust the duty of making purchases
for them to those they know they can rely on.

il. (¢) Up to date only 162 have been granted gratuitous relief, which is an
advance of less than 20 on those I myself admitted to be deserving, from which I
infer this form of relief is being allowed very sparingly, and I fear too sparingly.
Probably it is being limited to the sick, and those otherwise incapacitated for work, and
those who show signs of emaciation. I have therefore sent Mr. Woodhouse and Mr.
Coleridge instructions that, although needless expenditure is to be avoided, still, in
dealing with the Koyas, at any rate, over-caution and over-strictness, being liable to
have disastrous consequences, are to be more guarded against than over-liberality.
They must use their best discretion of course, but in eases of doubt the applicant
must get the benefit.

The point however which I specially want to bring to notice is that, as soon as
the rains set in, the Malas and Madigas will be off our hands, for they are confined
practically to the riverside villages, and the Telaga villagers will then require their
gervices for their agrieultnral operati®hs as usual. For them relief works will no
longer be necessary. The Koyas, on the other hand, when that event happens, will no
longer be able to come to relief works as they will have their own cultivation to
attend to. I am therefore issuing instructions to Mr. Woodhouse, who is at Dumma-
gudem, to close the relief works as soon as the rains set in, putting such of the Koyas
as have been at all regular in their attendance and who seem consequently to be

really in straits, or showing signs of emaciation, on his gratuitous relicf list. At the |

most, this will mean only about 200 people, I fancy, scattered over some 20 or 25
villages. Here, too, no other course is open, for we cannot keep the Koyas away from
cultivating their lands. The rains, too, will put a stop to their present work of clearing
the canal of silt, and making a ramp at Dummagudem, and there is no other work in that
neighbourhood they can be put on to, even if we say “you must work for us and leave
your own lands alone ”, as the Superintending Engineer tells me the Mahadevapuram
tank is too big a work to be undertaken without careful preliminary investigation, and
this is not complete. I request my action may be approved.

12. (d) The last point, and a most important point, is whether the export of .ain
from Bhadrdchalam is to be prohibited or not. Of course, I am aware that such & query
would under ordinary eircumstances be considered savouring of insanity in these free
trade days, but the circumstances are not ordinary, for export from the Nizam’s Domi-
nions across the riveris, I am told, stopped and this is, in fact, the case with Bastar, which
adjoins Bhadrdchalam on its other side. No doubt, Colonel Fagan, as he says, has not
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~ jssued orders, as Administrator, prohibiting it, but as a matter of

iety that it bas been stopped by his underlings. Indeed
ﬁ?;gnﬁy of Bastar, who passed through ].').ummagudam‘m .
matter for congratulation that Bastar was all right, because ‘
in time, and Mr. Ward also in this matter oo1;roborat.e§ Mr. Cain.,
robably is—so faras Bastar and the Nizam’s Dominions md’ ce
Bhadrichalam to get her supplies if it is not stopped there and the
As soon as the rains set in, the riverside villagers must open their
one asserts a fall in prices will follow, for, if the season openswell, the b
anxious to sell some of their abundance in order to get the benefit of 3
they will sell to the highest bidder. The rains will also brmtg:%“ ﬂ’;
boatman, and, the moment tllllellf}ffréchalamﬁlt)?ce :f:(lylr: l:;lolv;u g b
ill set in, and we shall have a repetition 3 hat oce
gﬁgger:nl‘;vélli when some boatmen are said to have cleared Rs. 1,000, by buying
in Bhadrdchalam and re-selling at Rajahmundry. Should the oo}xlnmg a:;:on
uniformly auspicious and favourable, the danger may not be great, t out%h Tem :
danger even then of over-exportation, for neither the boat trader ncl)]r e latgu ¥,
will consider the probable need of the Koyas up to harvest, and they canno lﬁyw :
stocks to last them till harvest if prices fall, as they have not the money. Should we,
however, have a break in the monsoon, and scare, however temporary, cobnse%uel:ogl “
may be disastrous. In that event, no course will be open to us but t(;h uy back in
Rajahmundry, and send cholam back to Bhadrichalam up-stream. In lfasle clrcuntx-
stances it might be well to prohibit the exgortpof seed-grain from Bhadrécd ” al@qm.np i
the 15th September, or so long as exportation ;is stopped from Bastar an 5 e .tlzam 8-
Dominions, which are the natural sources of supply of Bhadrdchalam w’ esl:x; : ogln
resources prove insufficient, otherwise prices in Bhadréchalam will be expo o the
danger of violent and sudden fluctuation. : :
13. In conclusion, I enclose copy of a circular issued by me before leaving
Bhadrédchalam for the Board’s information.

[E——

EnxcLosuRE.
Memorandum,

ue Inspectors with their peons have been or_:dered up .from !:he plgms for the
ur igu:f%g;&g the mildar to ascertain promptly by v111age-to:v1llage msReohon who are
! pfmt of gratuitous relief. On arrival two of them are to be appointed to assist the Revenue
1Illlxxs‘;;ecizox- of the Bhadrichalam range and one apﬁnted to assist each of the Revenue Inspec-
tors of Rékapalle and Marrigudem. . L :
9. The Bhadréchalam firka is to be divided into three divisions and one given each Revenue
Ins e(;tor Their head-quarters shoald, I think, be Bhadréchalam, Dnmm_a udem and Singa-
5.1 an.d a list of the villages allotted to each should'be at onqe_f'urn ed each Revenue
}amm tor. 'Their first duty will be to visit every village in theu-_ divisions and note down th.a :
nspe: of those inhabitants entitled to gratuitous relief under section .62 of !;he dee. In their peit.
;{atr: Zhe will show the village in which the person recommended resides w1t}§ his or her caste, 2%
= dy sex together with their reasons for recommending relief and the r.ehef recommended,
rp mlllether relief for the person alore or one or more dependants: They will npte that persons
- ’l:{e to work are not entitled to relief if they have well-to-do friends and relations on ¢ 10 spot
unawhom their support would ordinarily and rightly devolve. Some no doubt have applied for
:exallief who have no earthly right to it under this provision, but they are very few.

i ties will be to promptly prepare and submit the list of those persons
ui?'inThS?;;p(ﬂ:}el: Ic'>fd:eefel-grain, &e., frxt))m tltl)e }id};dras Charitablq Relief Cqmmttee wl.lere t}xeae
;?(tl aregstill incomplete. They will note that it is not every one in every vxl_lage who is entitled
tls tshis form of relief, though all, or almost all, are likely to ask for it. Il} this matter, therefgm,
tze Revenue Inspectors are to be directed to exercise due care and caution. At the same time
overcarefulness to the extent of causing hardship is equally to be discouraged.

i m range will be divided into two divisions sub. pro fem. and one placed
3 h4;~ 'Ic;hsfl{}?l:n 5;1 dlflar Inspector at Kachavaram and the other in charge qf the addxmongl
Youd a.t%r who can be directed to make Ippacherla his head-quarters. In this range thereis
Insp:scit ,fnr considerable care in seeing that relief is not wasted for the peo le generally are
Hgteinctl):y better off than they are in the Bhadrichalam range, though in the ease of a few
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villages their circumstances may be as bad. These remarks apply with greater force to the
Rékapalle [ 1ge where I am not at present certain any relief of any kind beyond the supply of
in { thosein want of it and the sale of food -grain at favourable prices to Koyas and
‘quired. However, it must be divided between two Revenue Inspectors stationed at
Wuddigud¢  and Chintore, and every village visited without delay. Probably a few persons
will be founy in it also who are in need temporarily of gratuitous relief as they cannot work
fid have no natural supporters to maintain them. In these two divisions the prepar-
ation of the lists of those entitled to gratuitous relief must be at once prepared and until the

Assistant Collector arrives the work in this respect of the Revenue Tnspectors must be supervised
by the Tahsildar.

5. As orders have been issued that cholam and ragi are to be sold at 20 seers per rupee to
Koyas and Reddies at Kachavaram, Kunaveram and Pedamattapalli in the Marrigudem and
Rékapalle ranges and at 16 seers per rupee in the case of Malas and Madigas in granting gratui-
tous relief in those quarters those prices are to be taken as the basis on which the amount of relief
is to be calculated. Arrangements must now be made by the Tahsildar to sell at 16 seers per
rupee to Koyas, Malas and Madigas alike at Bhadréchalam and Dummagudem and as soon as
this has been done gratuitous relief can be calculated on a price of 16 seers per rupee.

6. The Probationary Deputy Collector is placed in charge of relief operations in the Bhadré-
chalam range and must promptly visit as many villages as he can in order to check on the spot the
lists of those recommended for gratuitous relief by the Revenue Inspectors with due regard to the

- provisions of section 62 of the Code. Hemust satisfy himself both that the persons recommended

deserve and need relief and that the amount of relief recommended is correct. Of course he can
admit to relief persons whose claims they have rejected as well as reject persons they have
recommended. He must be careful to see that persons from the Nizam’s Dominions, Bastar and
Cherla are not admitted to relief they have no claim to. He need not go from village to village
to disburse grain-doles as the villages are too small and too far apart. Most of the infirm and
helpless can walk to some centre and where they cannot, their dues can safely be entrusted to some
resident of their village on their account, provided they nominate such agent who will usually
be either a relative or sympathetic neighbour. For the Bhadrichalam range, Parnasala,
Dummagudem, Singavaram and Bhadréchalam should suffice. He need not, too, make all pay-
ments himself. If he makes over the list of those to be paid at Dummagudem, for instance, with
the money to the Rev. Mr. Cain, they will deubtless be paid, and at Bhadréchalam the duty of
paying can be deputed to the Naib-Tahsildar, Hospital Assistant and Mr. Ramaswami Naidu
sitting as a committee. At Singavaram and Parnasala he will probably have to make all pay-

ments himself. KEven where he does not pay he must check the lists of payees as he tours from
village to village.

7. These duties in the Rékapalle and Marrigudem ranges must be performed by the Tahsildar
until the Assistans” Collector comes and then by the latter, but the Assistant Collector can, of
course, avail himself of the Tahsildar’s services to make payments at some centres and at others
entrust this duty to Mr. Ward, Forest Sub-Divisional Officer.

8. Especial care must be exercised in admitfing the claims of Malas and Madigas to gratuitous
relief for many of such persons have been attracted from the Nizam’s Dominions by the hope
of relief and many other claimants are not by any means so helpless and without supporters as
they make out. In the case of Koyas greater truthfulness is to be expected, but in their case
too care is necessary as the temptation to misrepresent is strong.

9. The only relief works sanctioned for the taluk are the road from Lutchigudem to Kalanu-
gudem and that from Singavaram to Chatle, but neither is very useful first because in the
vicinity of these proposed roads the people are not so badly off as they are at Dummagudem, and
both at Singavaram and Baudrevu on these roads the people, who looked well and strong, said
they did not want them and, in the next place, because these works are very ill-suited for relief
works as thero is no work convected with them that women and children are capable of doing,
If they have to be re-started only men can be admitted to them, and these men made allowances
for all dependant on them who would presumably work too if there was work for them to do, but
cutting out tree stumps, &e., in the jungle is hardly work for women and children, even among the
Koyas. Both at Singavaram and Baudrevu the people informed me that such works were
unsuitable as they could not leave their crops and villages and asked that I wonld instead give them
loans and issue orders to the Komaties to sell at mamul prices. Loaus with them would be gifts
80 are not to be thonght of, and though I should like to, I cannot comply with their second
request. It is, however, I think certain that in the M arrigudem and Rékapalle ranges and parts
of Bhadrichalam it will suffice to help the indigent, infirm and helpless and sell food-grains to
the rest at prices approaching normal prices as has been arranged for. If turther relief works are
necessary, so far as possible, such works should be found for them in their own villages and
take the form of constructing drinking-water tanks and improving their means of communication
by improving the approaches of the vagus which intersect their roads everywhere. Such works
should not, however, be begun until they have been regularly planned out and estimated for and
the estimate sanctioned by the Special Assistant Agent when it does not exceed Rs. 50 or the
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to enable the grantees to buy grain at these depdts. The
grant grain-doles at these depdts. In the case of those who
may be given to their friends on the production of relief
re risk of relief being taken by the wrong persons under this
which meets with the approval of the Collector. The Famine
: > aware of the great difficulty of acting in this remote tract, in
‘markets is so beset with obstructions of all kinds. He leaves the
e above remark, to the Collector for consideration.
of the Collector in paragraph 11 of his letter is approved. The
rge of relief operations should satisfy himself that the Panchamas get not
ment, but adequate wages, when rain comes.
The Collector’s proposal, to interfere with private trade by prohibiting exports
drichalam, would not be approved by Government. The Collecter has
v been allowed to do what has been disallowed in Ganjém, viz., to import grain.
-emergency called for this action, and Mr. Brodie deserves credit for having
1med the responsibility. The problem now reported must work itself out. Should
Collector find it absolutely necessary to import cholam again, the river is now
vigable for steamers, and there will be no delay in throwing in supplies.
" 11. Mr. Brodie is to be congratulated on having faced the difficulty of making
e A - enquiries in Bhadrdchalam himself. It was a task which can only be appreciated by
o i ava 3 f v i : a8 e T ISEEEER. ose who have had to inspect that taluk, and rendered a%l fhe more arduou‘s by the
Mzsm June 8957' ‘ A. , ' : fact that the route by the river was not open. Mr. Phiilips is an energetic officer
Heagbpieasn 2 ' ; ' out of doors, and the Famine Commissioner is confident that he will repeat in Bhadrd-
: s“b'.“‘t"e" Sor Se indbE chalam the good work of inspection done by him in 1892.
2. ‘The fifth paragraph Ofﬂw e ~ 12. Mr. Brodie should insist on drafts from his office being properly punctuated.
it TIn his letter above, there were 166 mistakes in punctuation. It would also facilitate
the despatch of public business if the Collector would employ, to fair copy his letters,
some clerk whose handwriting is not an understudy of his own.
~ 13. In a telegram, dated 27th June, the Collector reports heavy rain at Bhadrd-
chalam. He adds that somewhat disquieting reports have reached him from Chinta-
~ lapudi and Kottapadi, and that enquiries are being made.

it (True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine Secretary.

%ﬂ% 30 i bet
,the Collector should consider
G.0., No. 430 of 1897, cannot be

of his
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5. The proposal of the Collector to employ the people on the * probable ”” bund of
the Mahadevapuram tank cannot be approved. The work should not be commenced
until all investigations, plans and estimates have been completed. :

6. The direction, to grant allowances for dependants, who are unable to work,
at rates varying from the D ration to%h of it, is opposed to the Code, and the
Government orders on the subject. In paragraph 5 of G.O., No. 216 of 1897,
it is ordered that dependants who attend at works, but are prevented from cas

objections from partaking of cooked food, may be provided for by giving an additior
wage to the worker to provide the dole prescribed in section 122, of the Famine Code
those who cannot attend at works being dealt with under section 64 or sections 83
and 85, of the Famine Code, while in sections 120 and 124 of the Code, the child’
ration is fixed at one-fourth to three-fourths of that for an adult, special diet

children under three being regulated by section 125, Famine Code.

7. The Famine Commissioner is not prepared to approve of the deputations o
Revenue Inspectors on duty outside their ranges, while their own posts are leff
vacant. The proper course is to appoint Circle Inspectors in the affected tracts, an
where men are taken from their ordinary duties for this purpose, others should
appointed to do_their ordinary work. If this is not done, the ordinary work of ’

from which officers are drafted must fall in arrears. It is open to the Coll
to appoint the Revenue Inspectors temporarily transferred to Bhadrichalam to
Relief Circle Inspectors, on a suitable salary, to which service in such an unhealth
tract gives them a strong claim. : Ciean

8. The Famine Commissioner is not inclined to agree with the Collector as !
the necessity for money-doles. The only reason given for the adoption of this form

of relief is that it will be impossible to hawk grain about the country when the rains
‘begin ; but it seems that grain depdts have been established in parts, and the Collector

ST AR

~ To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
~ Copy to the Collector of Gédévari.

: 50,RDEB——.NO. 681, Revenue, dated 9th August 1897.

¢ Recorded.

B 50 Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

" To the Famine Commissioner.
,, the Public Works Department.
,» the Local and Municipal Department.

Exd. Shaik Karim,

70 Copies. f
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