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N iiniireeriy No. 2922 C.
Referred to the Superintending Engineer, V Circle, for favour of remarks on the

; pomts ‘in paragraphs 6 und 7 of Chief Engineer for Irrigation’s note, and for any

remarks the General Superintendent may desire to offer.
9. Five hundred barrels of Portland cement were obtained from England on the

indent sent with G.0., No. 2621 W., dated J0th September 1896, and 1,330 barrels on
the indent forwarded with G.0., No. 3658 W, dated 19th December 1896. 1t should
be reported how long this supply is expected to last.

' (Signed)  D. MoNEIL CAMPBELL, Colonel, R.E.,
- 18th June 1897. Chief Engineer.

 From H. A. MOSS, Esq., General Superintendent, Public Works Stores, to the
et rbiy Superintending Engineer, V Circle, dated 3rd July 1897, No. 89 S.

With reference to your endorsement, No. 169 P.W.S., dated 25th June 1897,
I have the honour to inform you that cement is obtainable from the Madras Portland
Cement Works at Rs, 8-8-0 per barrel, but the cost of cement obtained from the
Secretary of State is about Rs. 10 per barrel.

9. The 1,830 barrels of cement indented for on the Secretary of State, in accord-
ance with G.0., No. 1980 W., dated 4th July 1896, have just begun to arrive, 500
barrels having been received on the 1st instant. This supply was intended for twelve
months, but as a larger quantity (1,000 barrels) was obtained from the Harbour
Trust Board, half of which has been ‘asued to divisions, no great demands will perhaps
be made for some time, and the quantity now being received may probably be sufficient
for the next eighteen months or so. A reference has, however, been made to all
Superintending lngineers on this point.

3. As suggested by you, the testing of the cement might be done by the Executive
Engineer, Lighthouse division, as he is getting out the necessury machines ; but on the
whole, I think it would be better to test it at the stores. The testing would have to
be done regularly and systematically and sending about samples might lead to delay
and confusion, and perhaps the samples might get damaged by damp in transit.

4. T would suggest that we have a testing godown built into which the cement
should be taken when received from the Works. Kach batch of, say, five casks would
be marked with a number and a sample sufficient for two briquettes drawn at random
from one of them. When the briquettes are tosted at the end of the week, if up to
the mark, the test could be marked on the casks which would then be passed into the
store for issue. A register of the tosts would be kept and the numbers of the various
casks issued noted for reference. Other tests (weight and fineness) of the cement could

also be taken and registered if necessary.

—

No. 239 W. _

To the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, with reference to his

No. 2922 C., dated 18th June 1897, herewith returned.

(Signed)  C. C. RAWSON, Lt.-Col., RE.,

8th July 1897. Supg. Engineer, V Circle.
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