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(ReveNvs SerrieMENt, Lan Recomps aNp AGRICULTURE).

b  Hon & o Ve

Reap—the followiﬁg letter from A. W. B. HIGGENS, Esq.,’-Colleoto;‘ of'[‘mneven}f
to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Dxrecto% ‘

of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Ambgsamud;

6th May 1897, Dis. No. 869 :—

I have the honour to forward the programme of famine-relief works for 1897-98

in the forms A, B and C prescribed in Appendix I of the Madras Famine Code.

2. The approximate cost of the works proposed amounts to Rs. 35,48,097, and
the works will afford employment for a period of three months to 473,079 persons or
about 24'7 per cent. of the population of the district.

3. The percentage of population provided for in Ottappiddram taluk is 17-4 and

this low percentage is due to the fact that the bulk of the population, about 222,000

relates to zamindaris. The attention of the Tahsildar and other officers has, however,
been drawn to the necessity for providing additional works. The percentage in
Srivaikuntam and Tinnevelly is also low, being 18-2 and 169, respectively. The

decrease in the latter taluk, as compared with the figures of the previous year, is due _

to the fact that the large sums provided for certain minor irrigation works were found
on enquiry to be unnecessary (vide B.P., dated 13th April 1897, Mis. No. 2767).

Endeavouars will be made to increase the provision in the next list. The President

of the District Board has been requested to bring more of the large works under
sanetion. ; :

ResorvrioN—dated 17th June 1897, No. 445.

The abstract of the programme of famine-relief works for 1897-98 received from
the Collector of Tinnevelly, will be submitted, as amended by the Board, for the infor-
mation of Government. :

2. The programme contains provision for different classes of works, as detailed
below :—

Cost
(Lakhs of
rupees).
iy g : i 018
1. Irrigation works ... {R:;ai(r? e B Ehg <
{New WhMailee) ... =0 = U
“** 1Repai 266
1-39

2. Road works ...
Drinking-water supply ...
4. Miscellaneous works... ) State loans to be advanced for land im-

provements i £ seia 188
Others e B1

The total provision made amounts to Rs. 35,438,097 and the works are caleulated
to provide employment for a period of three months to about 25 per cent. of the
population of the district. The provision is generally adequate, but falls below the
prescribed minimum in the taluks of Tinnevelly, Ottapiddram and Srivaikuntam, where:

bs. AN Aogr), 17ra Juxe 1897, No. 445, 3

Kx‘ cent., respectively, of the population. The
s is explained by the Collector in paragraph 3 of his
8 the third, no explanation is given. The Collector
his best to amplify the provision in the said three taluks.
ated to be ready for works to cost Rs. 6,69,563 (about 20 per
, exclusive of land improvement loans for which no estimates
amount provided for large works, not more than 13 per cent.
anction. In these respects, the programme under review is still
than that of last year. The Collector should devote attention to
ber of sunitable works under speedy sanction.
ved that the classification of “large” and *small ” works is not
ce with the definition laid down by the Government of India and
;i ragraph 4 of B.P., dated 1st May 1896, No. 84. Consequently the
. and C had to be recast in this office. The Collector will be requested to
?:w classification is adopted in future programmes.
total numbers of works, shown in statement B as in and out of repairs, are
1 and 1,488, while the corresponding numbers in the irrigation statement
fasli 1305 are 3532 and 107. This discrepancy needs explanation.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLKY, |
Famine Secretary.

~ To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
»  Collector of Tinnevelly.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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