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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), dated 21st May 1897, No. 386 :—

Read—the following letter from A. C. TATE; Esq, Collector of Cuddapah, to the
Famine Secretary, Board of Revenue, dated Tth May 1897, Ref. on Cur.
No. 174 F.:—

With reference to elause (%) of paragraph 2 of B.P., dated 3rd April 1897,
No. 278, I have the honour to point out that Government say in sub-paragraph (iv)
of paragraph 3 of their order, that distance may be allowed for on a suitable time-
scale where shelter has not been provided for labourers at or near the works.

9. I have the honour, therefore, to enquire whether the Government Order 18 to
be taken to be that no distance allowance is to be made on works where shelter is
provided. I would poiut out that it has been ordered that shelter should be provided
on all works. When this direction has been complied with, are no distance allowances

to be made ?

3, T may inform the Board that in my management of famine works my endeavour
has been to exercise the discretion allowed me by the Code and orders after cousulta-
tion with the Executive Engineer and my subordinates, and I have not been troubling
the Board with references on points which I felt T could dispose of myself. Prior
to and since the receipt of B.P., dated 25th Febrnary, No. 159, I have been
insisting that only moderate tasks approved of by me shall be exacted on our works,
and I have been allowing a deduction of an hour’s work for each 2 miles the coolies
had to walk. Although the Superintending Engineer in a letter 1 have recently
eeen printed in a Board’s Proceedings has said that harder tasks were enforced in
Kurnool and Cuddapah districts than in Bellary, I think that is an expression of an

opinion which he found cause to modify when he visited this district ; for on three of

the Cuddapah works;visited by him, he issued orders increasing the task and altering .

my distance scale of 2 miles an hour into one of greater severity. On this coming
to my notice, I took prompt steps to acquaint all concerned with the fact that in
matter of tasks, my approval was essential and I did not agree to raise the tasks on
the three works concerned or to alter my distance scale, but restored the former tasks
and scale,

4. In support of my scale which the Board and others might at first consider too
lenient, I have to say that weakly women, old people, and children of fender years
formed about seven-eighths of the entire body of attendants on our works, and I con-
sider that 2 miles an hour is as much as can be expected to bs done by them, day after
day, for months on famine wages. It is not a pleasant sight to see liftle children of 3
4 and 5 years of age struggling along in the wake of their elders pushing on towardsa
famine work.

5. 1 do not think that the Government Order is to be construed as making
21 miles an hour a standard rate at which deduetions from tasks are to be caleulated
1 think they intended to leave the rate diseretionary with Collectors, and I request %
know distinctly whether I may not adhere to. my own scale. The point is not, after
all, a very serious one, for 24 miles is not much in excess of 2 miles, but it nat,urally
arises in connection with:my present difficulty, and I prefer, for the sake of women and
little children, to adhere to my own rate of 2 miles an hour,

. 6. The Board seem to think that I have not felt sufficient sympathy with the

eop! . . . wils
:If)ullg" v‘;le in the present hard times. They entirely misjudge me and I challenge the

4" painted with the work I have done during the past four months, I have never

R

® st enquiry from the Public Works Department or other officers who are really
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refused to open a work that was recommended. 1 have insisted in o d? PPft)’
sition of the Superintending Engineer and Executive Engineer on very mo gmte
tasks being fixed, and I have done what I could to make the workers and depel ; - :
comfortable with sheds and kitchens and to see that they obtained their wages Yo
delay. Whatever little failures there may have been, have occurred in consequence

of the laches of my subordinates and not with my good will.

: t prac-
7. I find the matter of securing regular payments on large works one 0
tical difficulty and have to-day asked the Board' to help me In the matter of
Paymasters,

PSS

Resolution—dated 21st May 1897, No. 386.

The Collector will be informed that the allowance for  distance may be granted
even in cases where the hutting accommodation provided on the Works is not 1“115;&‘
by the labourers. It is not the inteution of the Famine Code_ that people s‘ho.\.ll be
drawn away from their villages to any greater distance than 18 absolutely neoeasaer(yi
(vide section 36 of the Code).  When the distance is excessive, works should be start
nearer to the villages. The allowance should be regulated strictly 1n accordance
;nth the scale prescribed by Government, 1.¢, at one hour for 23 miles, or 24 minutes

or a mile. o 2o - oy

2. Orders have already been issued directing the Collector of Nellore to depute

a few men to Cuddapah for famine duty.
can be drafted to Cuddapah. |

8. The action of {he Superintendin
COl‘lector’s approval was unauthorized. N
ruling on the subject (G.0-, No. 1708, dated 30th

ference of the kind is likely to occur.
4. With reference to paragMPh
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OrpEr—No. 472, Revenue, dated 18th June 1897.
e e L e B y
: Recorded with the remark that the
._;Mm@_euiL allowance for distance aut}%oﬁzecila bg
aragraph 3 (iv) of .0., No."2186, date
30th March 1897, was intended to meet cases o which thoe o O :

: ; es in which there was no hutting accom-
modation, and that the concession should not be granted when such accommodation is

provided at or near the works. The Government is also of opinion that some deduc-
tion should be made from the distance travelled by the workers, as it is only natural
and reasonable that they should go some little distance to the works. The Govern-
ment observes from the correspondence submitted to it jn another conneetion that in
certain instructions issued prior to the receipt of the ab
Superintending Engineer, I11 Circle, had directed that one mile should be deducted

for the above reason from the distance travelled by th k h " this in 00
more than what labourers and ryots ha T Jroresas bach vy Gieram

ve every day to go to thei s to
be a suitable deduction, N L e e i eir flelds and seems
(True Extract.) _ o
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Jor Ag. Secretary to Govemmen’_ta, o '

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,

Land Records and Agricultare).
» the Public Works Department,. f :
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

—— L

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Beard
: of R ,
Land Records and Agnzulture), dated 21st Ma;vg?sg;, (lélgvglgtée:_s_ettlement,

Read—the following letter from A. Q TATE
- e : » Esq., Colleetor of Cuddapah, to the
Nol.mll'l784 F?er_ 1y, Board of Revenue, dated Tth May 1897, Ref.,on Cur.

With reference to elause (/ £ :
No. 278, T have the honour to( ). of paragraph 2 of B.P., dated 8rd April 1897,

! point out that Govern i '
of paragraph 3 of their order, that distance may be aﬂﬁ?egaﬁoino?zﬁzgg }:(151112

seale where shelter has not been provided for labourers at or near the works

2. 1 have the honour, therefore, to en uire
‘ i wh : .

be tgken to be that no. distance all_o’wance (ils to be erﬁi;‘e tgz (\;y(:):i;nme}?? Aol Ly
provided. T would point out that it has been ordered that shelter shgxlérge s;lfol\tr?;(ﬁ

on all works. When this direction has b ‘ ] 1 :
to be made ? een complied with, are no distance allowances

3. I may inform the Board that in my management of fami
has been to exercise the discretion allowed me b?f the ngeaar.r;]l;igorks P

tion with the Executive Engineer and my subordinates, and I s cousul_ta-
the Board with references on points which I felt I (;ould dis;‘(r):engg ge;&?{m?};ﬁ

to and since the receipt of B.P., dated 25th Febrnary, N f

insisting that only mo_derate tasks e;pproved of by me shaﬁ,be Zxa}:t)s& OIn lgave bel::n;
and I have been allowing a deduction of an hour's work for each 2 miles t‘ﬁ; v)voxl‘. >
had to walk. Although the Superintending Engineer in a : coolies

: : : letter 1 ¢
- seen printed in a Board’s Proceedings has said that harder t Daveiredentlp

/5T ; asks w o
Kurnool and Cuddapah districts than in Bellary, T think that is an e;?rezgifc?;e ?:é ,:2

opinion which he found eause to modify when he visited this district ; for on three of
the Cuddapah werks visited by him, he issned orders inereasing the task and altering
my distance scale of 2 miles an hour into one of greater severity. On this coming
to my notice, I took prompt steps to acquaint all concerned with the fact that in
matter of tasks, my approval was essential and I did not agree to raise the tasks on

the three works concerned or to alter my distance scale, but restored the former tasks
and scale. i

4. In support of my seale which the Board and others might at first consider too
lenient, T have to say that weakly women, old people, and children of tender years
formed about seven-eighths of the entire body of attendants on our works, and I con-
sider that 2 miles an hour is as much as can be expected to ba done by them, day after
day, for mouths on famine wages. Itisnot a pleasant sight to see liftle children of 8
4 and 5 years of age struggling along in the wake of their elders pushing on towardsa
famine work.

5. I do not think that the Govermment Order is fo be construed as making
21 miles an hour a standard rate at which deductions from tasks are to be caleulated
I think they intended to leave the rate discretionary with Collectors, and I request to
know distinctly whether I may not adhere to my own scale. The point is not, after
all, a very serious one, for 21 miles is not mueh in excess of 2 miles, but it nat’ura]ly
arises in connection with my present difficulty, and I prefer, for the sake of women and
little children, to adhere to my own rate of 2 miles an hour.

6. The Board seem to think that I have not felt sufficient sympathy with the
people in the present hard times. They entirely misjudge me and I challenge the
fullest enquiry from the Public Works Department or other officers' who are really
acquainted with the work I have done during the past four months. I have never

'To the Collector of Cuddapab.
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as recommended. I have insisted in the face of df)ppge- s
e i 1o Eneineer and Executive Engineer on very modera '
oS Of- th% Sﬁpfﬁtingﬁz dor?: what I could to make the. workerg and depeqdants
tasks bemlg x‘:h,sheds and kitchens and to see that they obtained their wages thhonli i
COTtortat\)?VehEaver little failures there may have been, have occurred in consequence |
g? tahye laches of my subordinates and not with my good will.

uring regular payments on large works one of prae- .
: s;:y asked the Board to help me in the matter of

refused to open a work that w

7. I find the matter o
tical difficulty and have to-
paymasters.

Resolution—dated 21st May 1897, No. 386.

\ ill be informed that the allowance for distance may be granted
TAGE ew:lllle ]iulgting accommodation provided on the works is not used

ivefhznlgﬁ?fmghern is not the intention of the Famine Code that people should be
y .

ir villages to any greater distance than is absolutely necessary.
?”%,W’s’ezggg ;gogfl :11:: 1(r}oge). . When the distance is excessive, works shoulg be start
vide :

villages. The allowance sl;ould be regulated stricply in aecor.&an 2
l}wei/:l‘;e:hgo sgalfe prescribed by Government, z.e., at one hour for 23 miles, or 24 min £

for a mile. : o
9. @rders have already been issued directing the Collector of Nellore to depute
a few ;ne'n to Cuddapah for famine duty. The Board is considering how more;mm: n

3 ‘cl.h. W U
can be drafted to Cuddap . ik i
3 Superintending Engineer in altering the tasks thh

Aot Ofwaf:l fx\ne‘.llftimrized. %ow that Government has passed a

C(iuecto:;stﬁpﬁ?jlect (G.0., No. 1708, dated 30th March 1897), no further inter-
ruling 8 s

ference of the kind is likely 0 oceur.

4, With reference to paragraph 6 of the Collector’s letter, the Board woul

s ould himself take the initiative in proposing

observe that zh:av 35011;1:0;(; ?1111 {il he is asked. The great principle whg:h b
o Shmllll% m;ma operations is that of meeting the people, and relief of 08011
guide all Tam enced too soon than too h.te. Mneh of the COI]BGW&PTBW
bett_er bo commt the fact that each step 1n the expansion of rehgi ‘has bee
culties are duetoo 0 voeks too late. It is easy to expand operations once open
from a month fo &%, WO s a very troublesome matter. The Colloctor
but to start . el ine Relief Committee to do his work in the granting of gra
the Indian Famin® T8 o o for this beforehand, he would haye been ablo to set
rel-l of. - Hae h}?a eanyppriéate‘ parties could hgvg do;xe it, Slmlarly, in the
going sooner t zl:s the Collector, instead of taking the matter up with interes
O ok ho, oauld prosure for s people, has moved most relactantly, and. b
8 hootl pRL ehe did move, were impracticable, inconsistent with each other, wit}
P .05"]9’.Whenand with the standing orders on the subject. The shortcoming

iffown W?Wia to which the Collector refers, are, the Board fears, partly due to
his 5“b°rd‘??;lesl’nom confidence reposed in them. The Board does not hold is o
g ok A Eas to think, that the Collector has no sympathy for his people ; bu s
CQllegtor,Be:mS athies are too. much in the paub-{ostfufura tense.  Famine is not
S.f’léfg;;sto {,?ﬁombated by costive sympathies or by Fabian tactics. :

4 (True Copy and Extract.) A‘ e
| (Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY, =
Jior 1ped T Famine -.§

119 - (irnk

" Copy to the Secretary to Go'v,efpment,- Revenue Department.
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