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2 ¥ No. 486, ReveNue, 24t June 1897.

9. Prices.—Prices for the week ending May 29th were as fQﬂOWS feny

Prices in seers of 80 tolas per rupee.

Normal for | ,Smrcity

Names of Grains. A
This week. | Last week. | 1o aMoneh, s el

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. . i :
i }g-g g'gs 1310 780
’ 87 b LS E0 i i)

1620 16400 - 9250 | o 1200 00

1865 P D00, (5 I 1950

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Il grains is well below scarc
and Cumbu exceed the warning ra

=

£

0 seers,

R

" Reap—the following letter from the Hon’ble ‘C 1 ik i
¢ Chief Engineer and Secretary to ’Grovgx"(r):x]x‘:}axgi' &MVEBELL,\ R.E.,
ment, and H. M. WINTERBOTHAM, Esq., 'i‘h ird M _bOI' s Depart-
Revenue, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Depart: afpry i
dated Camp Salem, 5th June 1897, No. B. s o

3. Bzpo ﬁoﬁ" rain.—There is, as might be expected, a brisk export of g1
by rail. Sinee the middle of February, 5:22 Jakhs of maunds b been exported
‘against 1:62 lakhs iymport-ed. # iy e a0

4. There seems, however, no present reason to ap"prel nd
where will drive up prices in Coimbatore to scarcity rates. I
West Monsoon should entirely fail, we be eve, on the be
been able to get, that there is mo probability of ny f
required in Coimbatore unless, an ]
declares itself unpropitious 1

With réference to G. O. Revenue, No. 3 :
continuation of our letter A, dated June 4?t.h, 8128’9;1 at;g ng ? t?hsth’ 1897, and in
the following report regarding the Coimbatore District :— 6 the honor to submit

1.  Qeneral condition of the District.—The P ;
our information has, of necessity, been vebieﬂycgle}fi?:;’ };Ma: E;'adlgy, from whom
three years, and has the advantage of knowing it woll. - At ren mt the District
signs of .d’xstress anywhere. On the contrary prospects are de}z)i dessln there are no
Last year’s harvests were good. Early showers have been e e :
average almost everywhere. o general and

Rainfall__.Th e‘ ehiksvvin Sitasiont e s
May 31st, as compared with the P ws the rainfall
| Ra
A

Stations.

Kolle Ak e o o L i
Gopichettipalayam . Gy AT e < ks
Satyamangalam ... Mgy i o
Bhavani .. H I D e B
Erode e eor o o coe
Pel'undurai woe " v e
< Karur ... SR ver dou
Aravakurichi 4
Dhbarapuram o o
Kangayam "o e o
; Pﬂuadam.«. e s wee ve
~ Avanashi... ye e e
Coimbatore o e o
Mettugalaypm e v e o
Pollachi ... A% ¥
Udamalpet

The wélhr are jﬁiﬂ almost everywhere, and ihere a
garden crops on the ground throughout the district.
Good stocks of straw are visible, and pasturage, thoug?
age at this s ’ that more y will
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We are not clear, and have not the means at hand of satisfying oursel
to \}rbzxt is the proper authority for sanctioning estimates of this class b?l'ves -
individually petty, but may aggregate in the total a vast sum » which are

In ordinary years, the Taluk Boards would be the i :
Wlt'h estimates relating to the improvement of village sl?irt‘gser %V?l?;?l ltly araetas
estimates are prepared for the purpose of affordinvc emplo&ment téer" f'OV%VeVGI‘, oy
and the cost is to be debited to Famine, we appr;hend that th o g O
Collector should be sufficient. % Chmgugn ot

It is obvious that the Board of Revenue

: .  tha @ cannot under e

estimates in detail, and we suppose that if and when the tti?rl)(: (t:(c))rrsnguzlmzte Su(f]h
. o start the

works, it will saffice if the Collector submits a list
ks, ice 11 0 of th
to Government with his application for an allotment of ("J:f;\;o&'sk § throughihe Boad

8. Tt must be admitted that the nambe :
avgilgﬂ)le for immediate use is very inadequ;t:nguzglgsgg > Sa:;lctloned estimates
velief to be called for. The clearance of prickly pear friv aqﬂ arge measures of
banks of cha;nnel_s apd tanks, offers a wide field for the e alge sites, and the
coolies 1n tlps District, and as the form of estimate for suchemp “l)yr.nent, of famine
f&f\'tremely simple, a large number of estimates can be pr bty (dls of necessity
I'he number of minor irrigation works, and the field forp epared. with rapidity.
labour upon them, is remarkably small. employment of famine

oo In case of necessity probably the best form i

relief operations, will bey tll)le prepgration of more r(?:drs}:il vggrg{ a}idthe e
as a supply for future years. 'This also is a class of work for wei i hes Vol
1?‘9 qmc‘kl}"prepared, from the standing information in the ossenc' Sefin can
Fund Engineer as to the situation of the quarries on each rr(;ad as sgnﬁ'Of by Rl
of the g:en(_el-al cqndxtion of each line of communication. qu;‘,u: t 11S GEoASLE
Fund Engineer is well qualified by a long and intimate ac {la"ate Lo
District for the preparation of estimates of this nature. Einiuo st

We do not, therefore 'tpprehend that any di
] o not, , 8 ificult .
()St‘lllliltCS 18 lmminent. y y from Want Of SaDCtloned

¢ Tn the Famine Programme a sum of Rs. 2,78,030 1 ke

Works ander the D. P. W.; none of the estimabes, for :hzgge;f’gﬂf:r}frrlgatlon
sapctioned and few of them have even been prepared. The Superint;oand‘ave oy
neer has given satisfactory reasons why none of these works (except lnngng1.
restoration of the Sanjeeviroyen tank) are suitable for famine-reliefp Spozsg -
11‘eed not be consx@ered as a means of affording employment for f:heo & at the
The Superintending Engineer explained that the estimates were not Otlstressed_
the works were copsidered unsuitable for famire-relief; and begca,u deseic v
section 5 of the Famine Code only such works as would be ‘executed in - (il'nder
times shopld be estimated for; and as the works entered in the Pro ordinary
m?ll'uded in the sm_lm_of Rs. 9,78,030 are mot such as would be un%;?;iznatﬁ
ordinary years, 1t 18 evi : :
Prograﬁmﬁa a ident that they should not have found a place in the

The Sanjeeviroyen Project, the approximate estimate f ‘b '
. A s 3 b or which

will take three months to investigate, and may than: b tautil t; b;SaIIi]s. 2%,00.0,
able work to undertake. - ; ) undesir-

10. We have kept in view the advisability of massing relief
large works as proposed in G. O. Revenue, No. 814, date%l 11th Wﬁ:;erlss(zga few
with this object, the Programme was carefully examined. The only two ¢ and
works which would be suitable for famine-relief are the Bhavani Reservoir Pro?;gf
Servol ject,

S

L BARIA AR O

No. 486, 24rH Juxe 1897. 5

AN A A AN A .

B SR A IR SIS -

A ,_,‘,k,»,.,»,.,k,‘,\,v\,\,\“MNV»

approximate estimate Rs. 44.00,000, and the extension of the Calingaroyen
channel, estimate Rs. 6,40,000. The former of these works has not yet beer:
sanctioned, but the site for the dam is now being examined and could be decided
little doubt, but that this Project will be sanc-
tioned eventually, though 1t may be some years before funds are available;
but if Government approve, stone could be broken up for the dam, and the
excavation of the leading channel pub in hand. These works would give
loyment for a large pumber of persons. As regards the Calinga-

on in a few weeks. There 18

suitable emp

royen Channel Extension Project, this was canctioned five years ago, but was
not begun for want of funds, and, under the rules, renewed sanction had to be

applied for : but the Government of India refused to renew the sanction until it
had been finally decided whether an area equal to that it was proposed to irrigate
could not be more economically irrigated divect from the proposed Bhavani
Reservoir. A further question occurs to us, viz., whether, with due regard to the
wants of the irrigated area in Trichinopoly and Tanjore, water 1s available for
the additional 15,000 acres which would be brought under irrigation. Otherwise
this work would make a most excellent relief work, and we recommend that the

Chief Engineer for Trrigation be requested to give his opinion as to the desirability
of starting it, and also the Bhavani Reservoir Project, in the event of its becoming
necessary to find employment for relief workers in large numbers.

11. We have already stated our belief that this necessity will only arise n
the event of a failure of the ensuing North-East Monsoon : but to avoid all risk
of difficulties owing to want of sanctioned estimates, We suggest that the Super-
intending Engineer be at once ordered to take steps to prepare estimates for
clearing prickly pear in channels, and for raising and strengthening tank banks.
He has informed us that if an esta nt of 8 surveyors and 24 lascars i8
il R S g o T A AR e EI R B
placed at his dlsggsa] for a period OL EW nEhs,dre.aill-08.a018.48 repare a.1arge
amher 6f - éstimates 10_thab 0. L establishment is necessary, owing to 8o
many‘ﬁf"ﬁhé“‘é' Tiiatos in the District having been withdrawn for famine work
in the 1st and 3rd Circles. We therefore think it advisable ‘that sanction ghould .
at once Le given for the employment of i ; S
8 Surveyors at Rs. 70 = 560
94 Lascars at 5 6 = 144

PR

Total 704

= %

for a pe\?iod" of two months. - ; : g
This proposal is no doubt open to the objection that it contemplates the

employment of labour on a large number of scattered works, which will involve an

jmmense amount of su pervision ; but in the absence of large works (unless Bhavani

4

and Calingaroyen Projects are put in hand) there seems to be no alternative.

12. In the Famine Code Qection 10(a) it is laid down that railway projects
should not, except for grave reason, be included in a programme of reliet works,

but we think it a matter for consideration whether it would not be well to .

consult the railway authorities as to the possibility of starting the preparation

of ballast for the railway from Palghat to Dindigul, the survey of. which has been i o

completed. This work, in case of need, would employ relief WQrkérs in great

numbers. ' - e
13. Tools.—The following is a statement of the famine tools in stock o 5

i Hammers e s iR L i
W Axes Bill Crow | Mamoo- Pick |
Divisions. a5t sione ¥ DL Seah M b
felling. hooks. | bars. breaking. ties. \ axes -

Coimbatore 95

852 \ 6335 | 5695 \ 4,085 |
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The tools in the Coimbatore stores were counted by the Superintending
Hngineer on the 3rd instant, and examined by us on the same day. The numbel;
of cach description is slightly in excess of that ordered to be i{eph in stock in
Government Order No. 3116-W, dated September 2nd, 1893, with the exception of
stone breaking hammers, of which there is a deficiency owing to some having been
lately transferred to famine works in other circles. All thec tools are serviceable
but we would point out that the number of each deseription as laid down in the
Government Order referred to above is altogether inadequate to meet the demand
in the event of a famine. ; (

The population of the District was, in round numbers, two millions in 1891
Taking 20 per cent. as the maximum number for whom relief works ma b.
necessary, (Ifamine Code, Section 8) and allowing one tool for every bhre‘e he 'y ‘e
a stock of 134,000 tools is required for Coimbatore alone. ! i

Stone hammers ... ...40,000
Mamooties ... 9,000
Pick axes ... 5,000 5 . i y
o 1,000 thc lconlsulcr‘lblmt the District stock should
Crow bars i " 9000 certainly be brought up to the : i
S B i Sl ywhich e p : figures shown in the
Hand axes LBt g1, al up to _I'd.tl)el‘ more than half
Bill hooks 20 the above figure. We consider that the provision
Instruments for clearing prickly of more tools is ureent

pear vee 4,000 = i

ToraL ...70,0)0

= Rie lstablishment in the Public Works Workshops is engaged day and
night in turning out hammers. We have asked the Superintendent to report the
maximum number which he can thus manufacture daily.

If it appears that he will not be able to meet requirements in the event of
distress extending to other districts in July, we will ascertain what supply of tools
is locally obtainable from local Firms at Madras and elsewhere, and Government
will then be in a position to judge as to the necessity of transmitting an urgent
indent to the Secretary of State.

14. Drovision of handles.—The tools in store are not provided with handles,
and we do not see our way to recommending that a stock of wooden handles
should be maintained. They would be subject to attacks of white-ants and wood-
borers of sorts, and would soon become useless. We think, however, that the
Collector should at once ascertain from his Forest Officer, or local contractors, how
far he is in a position, on short notice, to obtain a sufficient number of roughly
shaped handles for hammers, mamooties and pick-axes. He should also ascertain
whence, and within what time, a sufficient supply of baskets for carrying gravel
and metal, can be got.

1b.: W l’egard' it as at present premature 0 make any definite proposals as
to the large increase of establishments which would be requisite in the event of
distress becoming more wide-spread.

Ogper—No. 486, DATED 241a June 1897.

The (Government concurs in the opinion expressed in para. 7 of the letter
.read above that ostimates for petty works which are usunally carried out from
Local Funds, but which are to be undertaken as part of the famine programme may
be sanctioned by Collectors and that it will suffice if these officers submib a list
of such works through the Board of Revenue to Government with their application

for allotment of funds.
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9. The Chief Engineer for Irrigation will be requested to give his opinion
as to the expediency of starting the two projects referred to in para. 10 as relief
works in the event of its pecoming necessary to afford employment to large
numbers. The Consulting Engineer for Railways will be requested to a,.scertain
whether the preparation of ballast for the railway from Palghat to Dindigul can

be reckoned on for the relief of distress.

5. The appointment of 8 surveyors.and 24 lascars fof
months recommended 1 para. 11, 18 sanc 3

4. The Collector of Coimbatore is requested to submit a very early report
with reference to para. 14. As regards the recommendation 1n para. 13, the Go-
vernment awaits the veport called for from the Board of Revenue in G. 0. No. 2655,

dated 25th May 1897.

Ag. Secretary to Government.

(True Extract.)

To the Famine Commissioner. f’

~ Public Works Department.

Public Works Department (Irrigation).
Public Works Department (Railways).
Collector of Coimbatore.

Financial Department.

)
”»
=i

”»

»




	Image00007
	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011

