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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LAND REecorps AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—the following letter from A. E. CASTLESTUART STUART, Esq., Collector
: of South Arcot, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settle-
ment and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture,

dated Cuddalore, 3rd April 1897, Ref. on Regr. No. 62-V.Per. :—

1 have the honour to submit the programme of famine relief works for 1897-98
in forms I, IT (will follow) and III printed in Appendix I of the Famime Code.

2. The programme provides labour for 24 per cent. of the population for three
months as particularized below :— ‘ ;

Tindivanam ... 2D
Villupuram ... Soy R
Tiruvanndmalai ity
Tirukkéyildar ... ... - L0
Kallakurchi ... HEERIE Y,
Cuddalore a0 138
Vriddhachalam i 220
Chidambaram L aeds

Average ... 24

The provision made in all the taluks, except Cuddalore, Tirukdyildr and Chidam-
baram, exceeds the prescribed minimum. In Chidambaram the provision exceeds
that for 1896-97 by 2 per cent. The fall in Cuddalore is due to the exclusion from
the programme of an abandoned irrigation work and to the adoption of revised figures
in the case of village chavadies whose original estimates were framed too high.

3. The works selected cover an expenditure of Rs. 38,43,467, of which more than
33 lakhs of rupees represént outlay on works for which estimates are ready. The
prescribed arrangement of the different classes of works have been followed as far as
possible in form I, in which irrigation works numbering 1,863 stand drst with an
expenditure of over 21 lakhs of rupees. The road works, amounting to nearly 9
lakhs, come next and the miscellaneous works including loans, amounting to 8 lakhs,
come last. The classification of works into “large and small ” has been based on the
prineiple laid down in B. P., dated Ist May 1896, No. 84.

4. Of the large works amounting to 15 and odd lakhs of rupees, works costing
Rs. 2,43,641 are sanctioned works, while works to the value of Rs, 82,130 are pending
sanction. The Executive and the District Board Engineers will be requested to take
prompt measures for obtaining necessary sanction in the case of the remaining works.

5. The provision of Rs. 43,400 made for strengthening the Coleroon left flood
banks is roported to be far below its approximate cost and is therefore under
revision.
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Reip—also the following letter from A. E. CASTLESTUART STUART, Fsq.,
“Collector of South Arcot, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture,
dated Cuddalore, 2nd May 1897, Ref on No. 62-V.P.:—
T have the honour to forward herewith famine programme statement B for L897-98
promised in this office letter, Ref. on Regr. No. 62-V.DP., dated 3rd April 1897.

A AN A AN

Resorvrion—dated 22nd May 1897, No. 390.

The ‘abstract of the programme of famine-relief works for 1897-98, received from
the Collector of South Arcot, will be submitted for the information of Government.

9. The nature of the works and the amounts provided for them in the pregramme
are as follows :(—

LAKHS OF
RUPEFS,
(1) Irrigation works ... gz;ags 1845 lé‘fg
(2) Forest fencing oY ol o wni D316
New 46 ey 2 D20
(8) Roads %Repairs s ]
(4) Drinking-water supply ce 414
(5). Other miscellaneous works ... A e RSP S s 3 .1

Total ... 8853

The total provision amourts to Ps. 38,53,467 and not Bs. ?8,43,467 as stated in
paragraph 3 of the Collector’s letter read above, and the works are estimated to afford
employment continuously for three months to 24 per cent. of the total population of
the district. The provision made scems to be generally adequate except m Cuddalore
and Chidambaram, where it falls short of the minimum, being sufficient only for 19
and 18 per cent. of the population respectively, A supplemental list of works to cost
973 lakhs is given at the end of statement A ; no provision has been made under
the ¢ Land [mprovements” in Cuddalore, Vriddhachalam and Chidambaram taluks,
though the (‘ollector’s attention was drawn to this in paragraph 2 of B.P., dated lst
May 1896, No. 8t.

3. Detailed estimates are stated to be ready for works to cost Rs, 33,22,445 or
88 per cent. of the total provision exclusive of the land improvement works, for which
no detailed estimates are required. Though some attempt has been made during the
year to reduce the percentage of the unsanctioned to sanctioned large works, there
still appears to be room enough for further reduction. The Collector will be requested
to take further steps in this direction.

4. The programme calls for the following remarks :—

Statement A.—(1), Under repairs to road works, item III (a) of statement A for
Cuddalore taluk, Rs. 16,240 is entered under the heading ‘* Approximate cost”,
zs.  “small works”. 'But the defails given
Restoring aud memmgﬁ the road from i_n column 2 of the statement total up to
Veukatampettai to Puliyur, 3 miles ... 2,514 Rs. 12,852 only.  This has been found
Restoring road from trunk road, No. 9 to to be due. to the omission of the margi-
Padavanur, { mile . 874 pally-noted items from the details in
column 2. Such omissions should be avoided in future.

(2) The total approximate cost and the amount of detailed estimates for
small works under road repairs in Cuddalore taluk in the same statement should be
Rs. 31,560 and Rs. 29,260 and not Rs. 21,560 and Rs. 19,260, respectively. The
taluk and the distriet totals under these headings have been corrected and th corres-
ponding corrections have also been carried out in Statement C.
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Statement B.—(a) The number of works in and out of repair in the several
‘taluks of the district as given in the above statement differs from that given in the
jamabandi statement No. 15 as shown below : —

Accord;lagt:;g;? bl . According to B statement.
Taluks.

In repair. |Outof repair.| In repair. [Outof repair.
Tindivanam ., o o 3 656 149 415 426
Villupuram .. 24 i v 362 83 207 245
Tiruvannimalai .. o= =.n 509 51 322 267
Tirukk6yilar . va it 494 17 404 242
Kallakurichi $a . e i 368 45 246 317
Cuddalore .. r 2 4 189 17 5 194
Vriddhachalam ve ol e 306 36 359 192
Chidambaram ¥ e e 601 50 616 67

~ This needs explanation.

() The provision of Rs. 7,930 to be found against Villupuram taluk in state-
‘ment A for the repair of five Public Works Department works has been omitted in this
statement.

(¢) In Chidambaram taluk where the total provision made for the relief of the
population of the taluk falls short of the minimum, only 1, out of 43 irrigation works
under the charge of the Revenue Department wanting repair, has been provided for.
The Collector should see that more works of this nature are brought to the list.

~ Statement C.—(a) The number of small road works in Tindivanam taluk entered
in column 13 of the statement shoald be 7 and not 6.

(6) The number of miles of new roads entered in column 14 of the statement
against small works in Tiruvanndmalai taluk should be 71 and not 5.

(¢) The number of small works under road repairs in column 16 against
Cuddalore taluk should be entered 9 and not 8. '

(d) The distance of the new roads under small works in Vriddhachalam taluk
(column 4 of the statement) should be 667 miles and not 723. The mistakes have
been rectified. :

(¢) The district total at the end of the statement has not been given in
classified detail in column 5 of the statement. The omission has been supplied and
the Collector will be requested to obsetrve this in his future programmes.

5. Statement B should be expedited. :
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. ‘
» Collector of South Arcot. :
Exd. C. M. Thumbusawmy. : -
[Appendix,
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