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Ceneral remarks on the previous subjects—Prospects are everywhere improved to
the extent of better water-supply and pasture and the ploughing of dry lands for the
early crop has been pushed forwards. The improvement has been great in the Pdrva-
tipuram division, where the Senior Assistant Collector reports his apprehensions largely
relieved. Cultivation is early in that division and the quantity of unattached labour
is not great. In the more affected parts of the district immediate prospects for the
class which comes on relief are no better and cannot be so for another month at least,
but the ryots regard the season as promising so far.

Foop SUPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

Prices of principal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts in seers of 80 tolahs
per rupee for the period ending 15th of April 1897.

Rice. Ragi. Cumbu.
ions. Remarks.
Rt Endof | Endof | Endof | Endof | Endof | Endof
last current last current last current
period. period. period. period. period. period.
1. Parvatipuram i 10-25 984 18:00 17-28 17-50 17 50 | Prices are, on the whole,
2. Salaru .. e o 1148 1148 19-74 21 24 18:90 1750 very steady  and
3. Palkonda oo i 960 960 16-16 16-16 19-80 19:80 fluctuations loeal. I
4. Gajapatinagaram . 9-84 9-84 1776 1776 17-28 17-28 do not think that any
6. Chipurupalle .. = 9-84 984 1584 1584 17-28 17-28 considerable rise in
6. Vizianagram ,, - 960 9-60 16-66 16-16 1485 14:85 prices need now be
7. Vizagapatam .. e 9:26 9-04 1666 16°16 13:86 12:87 expected, though they
8. Chodavaram ., o 9:50 9:50 1911 1911 1848 1848 “'\11, no doubt, touch
9. Anaképalle .. - 9:00 9:00 16:38 1638 s we their highest at end
10. Yellamanchili . 950 9:00 14-56 14:66 o76 i of May or beginning
11. Narasapatnam - 10°34 10:34 16-80 16-80 17:01 1620 of June.
Average .. 9-83 ] 9-73 17-06 17-04 17-21 16:86
Exports. Imports.
MDSe MDS.
( By sea for the period ending 10th April 1897 .. 2,420
| By rail for the period ending 10th April 1897 ... 248 14,345
Activity of trade.{ carts.

| By road from Jeypur for the period ending 10th
L April 1897 5,650

Trade active and markets sufficiently supplied. Grains are obtainable in all
villages. I have noticed that relief workers seldom buy at the bazaars near the works
but take their wages away to their villages.

CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

On works.—I have within the fortnight inspected the works at Pendarti, Gazu-
vaka and Dakmarri. The general condition of the workers is, I think, satisfactory.
In a very large proportion of cases it is positively good, particularly the women.
The men who come to our works are all, I have no doubt, driven to them by necessity
and are those who want employment and cannot at this season get it elsewhere, but
even among these it is only the aged and feeble who show distinctly bad condition 1n
some cases. Boys of from 10 to 14 often look thin, but seldom the small children. I
am pleased to report that Dr. Leapingwell, after inspection of over 3,000 coolies at
Dakmarri, considers their condition satisfactory, and that both he and I noticed people
who, since we saw them on the same work exactly a month previously, had improved
in a marked manner. Still there are places which are not reached by our works,
which I hope to extend.

TIn villages.—There is no general deterioration noticeable in the condition of
people in villages. Beggars and such are in bad condition in some cases, but are being
fed in kitchens. In Vizagapatam and Vizianagram many beggars prefer their pre-
carious livelihood to the certainty of two meals a day in the kitchen and will have
nothing to do with it.
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General Remarks.—During the fortnight the work at Dak i
forred to the Public Works Department a%d staff is awaited t;n ?;11 h::et-)e:}]lletgz‘ﬂs_
works., The Head Assistant Collector has opened a test work at Kondakarla Wheer
in a few days 1,400 people collected, but the wages arc, for women exeessive’l hi, r}el
cornpared with the market price of labour, and T am doubtful of the e,ﬁicacy of tﬁre teés;t
Mr. Elwin reports the workers are 1n « the best of condition and spirits,” which is.
satisfactory, but as the Public Works Department expects to start amp’le ordinar
earthwork in the immediate vicinity at once, the continuance of this work may reqﬁir{
consideration. shall go there as soon as I have finished with the Bimlipatam and
The Dakmarri work has been getting overcrowded and owing

Vizianagram taluks.
to the laziness and incompetence of the Deputy Tahsildar, Bimlipatam, the kitchen
and pay arrangements got into a mess. 1 sent Mr. Heany who has put them pretty

straight and I am nOW there myself. A further work is wanted in this taluk. 1 have
had the greatest difficulty in scleeting one, as all this part is zamindari and there is
nothing available but roads or meotal-hreaking. However, after much riding about
the country, Mr. Allen and T have selected a good place near Padmanabham, where

much work can be done on 2 railway feeder road and there is good water-supply

available. We hope to start this next week and it will relieve the Dakmarri work,
xeessive but water supply may not hold out, and much

where not only is the crowd e
useless road metal 18 being accumulated. Mr. Scott is opening a work at Pusapati
eet all requirements and I surmise that more

Rega to-day. These measures may not m
works yet ought to be opened, but we are at least doing it as quickly as can efficiently

be managed.
uitous relief at the kitchens. In fact most of the

There is no great rash for grat
paupers make rather a favour of going there. Mr. Allen has since his arrival done a
very great deal in the way of putting in hand ordinary work in Sarvasiddhi taluk,

which obviates the necessity for relief work there.
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INSPECTIONS OF THE DistricT OFFICERS.

Taluks and places visited.—The Principal Assistant Collector has been at Dakmarri,
Pusapati Rega and Bhogapuram, at the first and last of which works were 1n execution,
and at the second of which one is bemg started to-day.

The Head Assistant Collector has been engaged moving about Sarvasiddhi taluk
and opening test work at Kondakarla.

The Senior Assistant Collector has
Pérvatipuram and hayaghada.

The Huzur Deputy Collector has been engaged with the works at Pendur and
Gazuvaka and has examined villages in the neighbourhood.

T myself inspected Nakkapalli, Yellamanchili and Anakdpalle kitchens, Gazuvaka
and Pendur works, Vizagapatam Kitchen, Vizianagram kitchen and Dakmarri work.
I have also been about a good portion of Bimlipatam taluk to select another work

which I have succeeded in doing.

visited a large number of places in Bobbilj,

Resolulion—dated 6th May 1897, No. 341.

Submitted for the information of Government.

9. The rainfall during the fortnight under report was slightly above the average
but was insufficient 1n the Coast taluks, which constitute the affected area, to bring
immediate improvement in the condition of the country, The showers,
lieved anxicty as to other parts of the distriet, and have encouraged
ir fields for the next crop. Pasture is reported to be as goodgas,
Ily is at this season, and cattle are now out of danger, though
ontinue, very scarce and dear. The village herds have
lition, but there ced be no further anxiety about the

about any
however, have re
ryots to prepare the
or better than, it genera
fodder remaius, and must ¢
not vet quite picked up in con
cattle in this district or 1n Ganjdm.

3 Prices are, on the whole, steady, but, owing to local variations, show a slight
tendency to rise. Their position is shown in the annexed table :—

|
[l Rice \ Rugi. Cumbu.
- T |
'L Normal rate .. o - o - - 150 280 30-0
\Warning rate e . i 5 ¥ & 12:0 210 225
Searcity 4y oo % . - & 9:0 140 150
1,8t fortnight = - o e . 98 17°1 17-2
This . .. i - - - 9-7 170 169
April 1892 .. o ve e & e 10-3 167 17°5
% 1 & .o . . i 81 12°9 13-4

Trade is active and markets are sufficiently supplied.

4. With the exception of beggars, the condition of the people is satisfactory, but
that there is a want of employment in parts is shown by the faet that the numbers on
relief-works more than doubled during the fortnight, reaching 7,189 on 15th April.
The Collector, however, thinks that these figures do not tell an altogether true tale,
for he considers that the wage for women is more attractive than it should be, being 1
to 3 pies higher than the ordinary woman’s wage « There are”, he says, “ scores of
women on the works whose husbands are not there and are getting comfortable pay
elsewhere.” The proportion of women to men on relief-works in Vizagapatam is 3: f,
while it is 2: 1 in the Deccan districts, and in Bellary, where distress is perhaps
most accentuated, it is slightly greater. It is the grneral experience that, in the earlier
stages of distress, women are more ready to attend relief-works than men. There is,
no doubt, the fact that the famine wage for wowen is slightly higher than the normal
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A wage 1n this distriet, but the inference is somewhat discounteq b
' present prices, the famine wage will not buy wh y the fact that at
times.

5. The Board notes that some ording

Works Department in Sarvasiddhi, and probably the (] ¥ the Public
the Kondakerla work.

ector may be ‘able t, close
6. The Commissioner inspected the

kitchen anq some 2 i
at Pusapati Rega. The kitchen inmates were generally in’of(;?regfhfzo‘(’f th?i.w.ork
There were no persons, who come up to the Jeyel of emaciation seen fre conﬂmop.
Ganjdm, but some eight children required to be placed on Sp’ecial kite(llluend.y iy
g setion 123, Famine Code. - Of the 2,000 persons or. ths WRKEIRS it s v
fair or good condition. There W

age, &c., and not attributable to famine, The girls of 7 to 14

ry works are being starteq

i
1

en und
en who are about 7, or a little short Oefl‘ f:ez?er}llt.
works, and the Revenue officer on the spot should do hig best to the
kitehen.

7. Prices are lower in Vizagapa,tam than in any of the other distreggeq | ‘ ‘
and the distress there is less marked. T istri

] he eondition of the district ig somedlsgngs; : : : : |
better than Ganjdm, and there is no cause for anxiety ahout it . Thg Weathir . e
Promising and the people are hopeful. Mr, Horne is doing all that is Decessary is

~ (True Copy and‘Extract.)

(Bigned) L. E. BUCKLEY

Famine Secrét \ ; , ' .
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. gt S ; \ \ ' :
» Collector of Vizagapatam. £ : 2
Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner. o~
s Collectors of other affected districts, ‘

OrpEr—No. 374, Revenue, dated 22nd May 1897.
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