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No. 1587 W., llre Juxe 1897.

ot et et et e e,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

I’UBL}C WORKS DEPARTMENT.

.
Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Reap—the following paper :(—

Report on the Ootacamund Lake-filling by Mr. J. F. SOMERS-EVE, Executi
4 e ) cutive

Engineer.

1 took charge of this work on Tuesda A
; . . the 256th. i
xl'le‘ ised e.itlﬁate are under check in the Coimgatore division Eflﬁie p?xlllg’ w?l)lctmn; =5
ere until about 31st. After that I shall like to go into them bef’ore submit?i?g tt;mnp
m.

9. The work is now being carried on b i i

apparently no agreement, either written or vZar‘tl:{;{',. tl)flv:l}feaﬁa: bg;i;}:zo]:_ker. ey
undqrstandmg .that he should obtain a fair profit. He has apparentl rbmg i
?‘bt_am muqh imported labour, and the little he has got, has beexy; ulfsll)ll e
This I ascribe to the faqt that he has not been able to oﬁzar a sufficientl l?' tl(; P
zﬁiiﬁlggs sgeﬁhaps ngtlgwen btshem sufficient comforts. There have beeZ otLger (li?:fie,

ch as cholera, obstructions icipali ) ¢
which have made importaztion somewhat fi{;&%;x:;?lpallty e Siemngi it Bl

8. Tn G.0s., Nos. 1709 C. and 125 D., it is stated that « i i
tory ” and ¢ that something should be doné to hasten thea:mrk[.)’l;ogress e

I therefore considered the various wa i
: e C r ys to increase the la i
necessitated winding up accounts with the present piece-worker. ot el

The ways 1 found were three—

(1) Entering into a contract with a reliable contract i ime-li
terl : ‘ : th a time-limit
2) Bringing up a re t ] bR e Tt
(2) &5 pgiecg-wgrk‘ giment of the Pioneers (4th) and utilizing local labour
(8) Throwing the work open to petty piece-work.

T am in correspondence with Mr. Collin M i
will w’x:ant a._considerably higher rate than th: ongcﬁ:lvz?rsgo::dl.%' Fead L hn
- The ti)hn'd way will be indefinite, of course, as to results and will give consid
able trou le as to accounts, and will be expensive in the way of hutting if ok
}mggl(f)ted '}‘i;lbour comes up, as the maximum number to be allowed in the %lat' mlch'h
is 200. : fe second scheme seems to me to be the most favourable, and I tk:ve f .
onq}iui)el of the Military authorities if the services of the 4th Pioneers could bere i
available. The attached demi-official letter from the Deputy Adj e mpde
that this is the case. puty Adjutant-General shows
1 entered into correspondence with C
: olonel Stevens, th :
:& I}:lt()illl‘:?:s, and he agreed to take up the work on pi:ée-sogiﬁﬁ celi l?;)r;xmandmg.; the
exp%,nses thazgrl'g: mlel(l)t)(;v lflcl 8}1110‘:;- that this department will have to inﬁfximxlx)sno}?ﬁlg
. 1, r hutting, and th: i : art o
empl(i};n::ll(lltitqf Mtlllftuzljy ll;tl’)our on C;g"'il worksdvtiltlh:ht:lss‘}l):loglvfif::li:}lues s A
ion to this labour, which will amount to 60 j :
’i'(})l(-)), lllpli(zlpoﬁe to utilize the local labour under Mr I?vg obablehworhng o
is should give a working strength of at least 1,000' or other piece-worker.

4T pr L LT T
he Chief Engineer in his G.0., No. 125 D., sanctions the rate of Rs. 15 on

the condition that that i intai
B ik at strength 18 maintained, and this is the rate I have, therefore
’

1 : T
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5. Mr. Irwin, although he has no agreement, should be fairly and properly dealt
with, and the Superintending Engineer considered that it was necessary to come to
an amicable and satisfactory agreement with him before other arrangements were
made, or he was finally settled with.

The only unsettled question was the rate for earthwork, all other minor items
having been agreed to by Mr. Irwin and the Executive Engineer, Mr. Malet, and the
Superintending Engineer.

Mr. Malet proposes a rate of Rs. 15 for earthwork, and gives data and com-
parisons for similar work on the plains.

Mr. Trwin was good enough to produce his books before me at short notice, and,
after careful examination, I find that if he is paid at that rate he will make a profit of
about Rs. 4,500 or 17 per cent. on his expenditure. This I consider not by any
means too much for the work done and trouble taken by him, and I therefore recom-
mend its payment, in anticipation of the sanction of the revised estimate. Mr. Irwin

states that he is satisfied with the measurements as recently arrived at by Mr. Malet,

and agrees to settle up finally on the rates recently fixed up to 29th May. All work

he may do hereafter will be settled up finally month by month.
6. It will be necessary before applying for the Pioneers to ensure that there is a
sufficiency of money. The budget grant for the year is Rs. 53,069, being the

unexpended balance of the old estimate, whereas the revised estimate will be some
Rs. 40,000 in excess, requiring an additional grant of Ks. 40,000.

7. Tt is of vital importance that the Pioneers should reach here before the
monsoon breaks, and there is little time to lose. The following points therefore

require immediate orders and sanction :—

(@) Permission of the Chief Engineer to pay present piece-worker at the rate
of Re. 15 per 1,000 for earthwork in anticipation of sanction of the
revised estimate.
(%) To provide for an additional grant of Rs. 40,000 for the current official
year.
(¢) To apply for the services of the 4th Pioneers, through Government, on the
enclosed terms.

(Signed) J. . SOMERS-EVE,

98th May 1897. Executive Engineer on Special Duty.

e

EXCLOSURE.

In the event of it being decided that the services of the 4th Pioneer Regiment can be
employed on the Ootqoamnnd Lake-filling, the following are the draft terms of contract between
the Officer Commanding and the Executive Engineer in charge of the work :—

‘1. Payments—(a) Earthwork at Rs. 15 per 1,000 cubic feet.
(b) Blasting rock at Rs. 55 per 1,000 cubic feet.

9. Tools.—Mamooties, crowbars and ick-axes will be supplied as far as ible. J
,poo:st;nd e::plosiil\lreg tcl) be pr((llvided by tﬁe Pioneers. If sngglied by the Pu liol 'W?c')rks 1]1;?}::::
ment, the rate will be lowere proportionately, providi that i i i
expected to pay more than Rs. 500 for tools (x);otpex;iosinvges).a I e ol by

3. Plant—will be provided as far 28 available and must be maintained by the regiment.

4. Qarriage of troops—will be paid by the regiment, but an advance for nses in coming
up will be made by the Executive Engineer. Such advance to be moveredeixgethree monthly
instalments. (Foo 53 '

5. Quarters—will be provided in the European and Native Jails as onally shown to
Major Stevens. Rs. 1,000 will be granted for the purpose of making latnP::, for{ning beds,
&c. This is to be spent at the will of the Commanding Officer, subject to the condition that
proper sanitary arrangements are made.

6. No other charge whatever will be met from Public Works Department funds, other than
payments made for work done, tools and the above lump sum. All other expenses to be met by
the regiment.
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{4 7. Payments to be made fortnightly or monthly as desired, but the monthly payment is to \ PROCE M
i3 be a final one. Measurements will be taken by the Executive Engineer or those deputed by

¥

I concur in the above.

Reap the following Y —

7 Basle N’ZZ;

him in consultation with the Officer Commanding the Regiment, and the Executive Engineer’s e s / (]
decision to be considered as final. ﬂ7 é

g OO0TACAMUND, : (Signed)  G. B. STEVENS, Major,

28th May 1897. Offg. Commandant, 4th Madras Pioneers. ' : 1/ U ARY PR ,,k e W /ng‘w'

No. 292 W.
Forwarded to the Chief Engineer for consideration of Mr. Somers-Eve’s proposals.

(Signed) J. HANNAN,
29th May 1897. Superintending Engineer.

OrpEa—No. 1587 W., dated 11th June 1897.

: In the report read above Mr. Somers-Eve, Executive Engineer in charge of the

{ Ootacamund Lake reclamation project, applies—

: : (1) for permission to pay Mr. Irwin, the present piece-worker, at the rate of
Rs. 15 per 1,000 cubic feet for earthwork ;

(2) for the services of the 4th Pioneers for employment on the work ; and

(3) for an additional grant of Rs. 40,000 for the current official year.

2. The proposal to pay Mr. Irwin for earthwork at the rate mentioned is

e approved. : ) ’

3 3. His Excellency the Lieutenant General Commanding the Forces will be =OQ0!M~"C;“' / a :

| requested to be so good as to state whether the services of the 4th Pioneers can be ' : : A g ,
: placed at the disposal of the Executive Engineer for employment on the lake work on : 0) 6"" ‘aana e /w‘1 -

f the terms mentioned in the draft agreement drawn up by the Executive Engineer in ‘

removal to Ootacamund as early as possible. It is very desirable that the regiment

; - il

should arrive before the monsoon breaks. " g (Ro s oo u,,(,.,«_ M i)
4. The application for an additional grant of Rs. 40,000 for the current official ' = M/(’/ ’B’ }

year will be considered in the Local and Municipal and in the Financial Departments.

il
cattusek {
(True Extract.) \ 6‘" ! . e |

] o St vaed 1= 3 w,f;ﬂma/vw-"“"* . |
Under Secretary to Government. : o N ) ¢ N s s A 6‘” "'

consultation with the Officer Commanding the Regiment ; and, if so, to arrange for its e W W- urn/kv 5 P coq

3 4 . ! B . o
i 3 "~ To the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle. & & o"Do
: ’ ,», Deputy Adjutant-General, for the information of His

e Excellency the Lieutenant (eneral Commanding the Forces. ; : ! £ :
,  Examiner, Public Works Accounts. , ‘f%/

g ,  Financial Department, o : ! 'f '(;' /Q AN ‘&, =
. b Local and Municipal Department, % with copy of note by the Hon'ble Mr. Bliss. P | i 2 TLP— W “"7

Exd. W. D'Moss. | . /Q/Leﬁ, e &J‘.-,@M
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that sum should be provided

this
but if ﬁLis cannot be done, there

NN & balanee 0%?3%?%0,000 to be
expended out of this year'!'s grant,
and it would still be worth while

o

getting a regiment of Pionecers,
~A

FOR ORDERS.
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