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 ADDRESSES AND REPLIES.

—
.

ADGNI MUNICIPAL ADDRESS.

Presented fo His Eacellency the Governor at 12 noon on the
19th February 1897 at the Municipal Office.

My 1T PLEASE YOUR ExcernLEscY,— We, the
Municipal Council of Ad6ni, on behalf of its inhabit-

ants, beg leave to express our deep sense of the

high honour done to us by this visit of Your Excel-
it never having hitherto fallen to the lot of
this small town to see tho Governor of this
Presidency in its midst. No doubt, the great
pleasure which we feel in according our loyal
welcome to Your Excellency as the representative
of our august and benign Sovereign, the Queen-
Empress Victoria, i3 marred by the sad reflection
that the occasion for this visit is the distress which
has unhappily overtaken the part of the country
which this town represents. But, at the same time,
we feel cheered and encouraged in this our hour of
adversity by Your Excellency’s visit, and we take
it as a token of your personal sympathy for the
thousands of poor who are now suffering from
gcarcity, and of your golicitude for their welfare,
and as a proof of the anxiety which you feel regard-

ing their present distressed condition. This visit -

further recalls to our minds the memorable words

which fell from Your Excellency’s lips during your
FF¥F
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- Just and beneficent British rule,
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visit to another part of the extensive province over
which you rule, to the effect that you rejoice with
us, your humble subjects, in our prosperity, and
mourn with us in our adversity. With a Governor
inbued with such feelings and sentiments, holding
the reins of administration during' this period of
distress, the unfortunately large poor section of the
population of this district, who, are affected by the
failure of crops, have @Very reason to regard them-
selves as extremely fortunate.

2. This town, though sm
torical importance,
founded about 3,00
of Beder. So it ¢

antiquity than its

all, is not without his-
According to tradition, it was
0 years ago by Chender Sing
an boast of g more venerable

present more prosperous sister
Bellary, Like many another town in India, it has

had a chequered political career, Tt remained
under the sway of Hindu Sovereigns until the down-
fall of the Vijayanagar Kingdom, when it passed
into the hands of the Sultan of Bijapur. Subse-
quently, it was conquered by Aurangzebe, and on
the decline of the Mogul Empire, it passed into the
possession of the Nizam. Later on, it came under
the brief sway of Tippu Sultan, but again reverted
to the possession of the Nizam. Lastly, it came
into the hands of the East India Company with the
rest of the Ceded Districts, and ever since then it
has had a smooth and peaceful career under the

That it may long

remain under that rule is oup earnest: prayer to

Almighty God,

THIRD TOUR. : e

3. The town is situated at the foot of a pl.ctm';
esque hill or rather group of hills. The remains ;)e
its extensive hill fort still exist. Its fine 1mosqt :
built by Siddi Masud Khan, a former ruler, a.eu
cost of two lakhs of rupees, and a large squal;le w -
built by his Dewan, Vencanna Pantulu, an t);mof
known by his name, are among the objec
interest contained in it.

4. The population of the town, according to the
census of 1891, was 26,243, of whom about ltwo-
fifths are Muhammadans. The town has a 4a(1)'§3
weaving industry, there being more than 4, t
looms in use, of which the major portion turns ouh
female cloths valued at from Rs. 5 to 70 and muct
in demand in the Mysore Province, the West Coas.,
and the adjoining portions of the Bombay Pres;}
dency. It is also moted for the manufacturet .
coloured cotton carpets, which are largely expor et
to other parts of India. Unfortunately, the pre;e:k
unfavourable season has caused a temporary che
to the industry.

5. Considerable trade is carried on in c(;ttonft
and there are four presses for preparing ba‘is :0
cotton for shipment to England or transpor
Indian mills. .

6. We take this opportunity of expressing ;)ur‘
deep indebtedness to Government fox;) thet }::1 e}x;;
supply scheme, which coulfl never have eelx.1b : gid.
of by this paor municipality but for the libera g |

and support of Government.
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LTI008s Yokt . "
‘drainage syéizz.faw;nts 3‘7 Present. are a proper
‘of the fitiinsrogs rl,x the Wldening and straightening
form such a paq Arrow ‘and crooked lanes which
a8 your Excellep, 2 Insanitary feature of this town
which you pro T 806 for yourself in the walk
v Propose to take through some parts of it.

Lo oubt th
the ‘samo lihepa] At the Government will extend

i helpi
‘Council in remedyi ®'Plag hand to the Municipal
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gratitude f o 8 bo'expres i
‘ment has s(t):rtt:iie Mecdrigins meaSurez w;i:lllr(;:vlci;e
‘efforts -Which it i % tl,le relief of distress and ethe

-ls making, with unstinte, .
rvation and nted hands, to

OPportunity of saying th o ng. Wo fake this

» We feel profoundl

b
: een p]esfsed to convey to yg h

. 1ate opening of Parliament Vﬁr’l lf: :
o A e

_ ¥our Excellency, as her representat;

sions of heartfelt thankfulness ¢ Ve o
S to

Her  Majesty,

p—
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‘and ‘that the completion of the 60th year of Her

Majesty’s long, beneficent, and prosperous . reign
may be celebrated with due rejoicings, is the humble
and sincere prayer of our loyal hearts.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

Mr. CHATRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL
Gouscis oF Apéxi,—I thank you very heartily for
the loyal and interesting address which hias just been
read. I understand that the building in which we
are now meb is your new Town Hall, and I have to .
thank you for the use—the first use—to which it is
put, and that is, to give me hospitality and comfort
during my stay in your town. I trust the building
will be found admirably suited to the purpose, and
will assist the Municipal -Council in carrying oub
their duties in the future better than in the past. " &
find that the Municipal Council of Adéni has 16
members, all of whom are nominated, and that they
elected their own chairmap, who at present is the
Deputy Collector, the gentleman who just read the
address. 1 am glad to find on enquiry that the
opinion of Government with regard to the working
of the manicipality during 1894-95 was that it
has shown marked improvement, and that during
1895-96 the working of the municipality was fairly
efficient. I take this opportunity of expressing the
earnest hope that the opinion of Government will
continue to improve with regard to the manner in
which the important duties of. the municipality of
this -town are carried out. You make allusion to
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the occasion which has primarily led r}x:e to. [::{);
isi It is true that the princif
visit to your ftown. : ; . .
object of my coming here is to acquaint my self (;ww
the working of the famine relief system an.aht
ascertain as far as I possibly can on the spot a I1g

d to the conflicting reports which

opinion with regar o s

have reached me as to the suficiency 'of the -
lad other important points connected x.nth the :ewn
= tem in the Presidency. You deseribe }lrloml'd osa,y
i 4 1 mall one. I shou
: desty as being a small on : 3
:;::l m:ownycontaining 26,000 inhabitants. ran
4

g

f its
y years ago, and o
your town, near] 3,000 e pet o

history has been e
oS itlsis (;Yuite possible that had I no}t;noWn
int‘l’f tt - pay Adéni a visit, L should not have

O .
calI now do what an ancien s B .
% You tell me that carpe o

: : f your town.. =%
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the name of your town has not been heard of.
Your red and blue dye carpet, specimens of which
we stand upon, are very familiar to the eyes of
many, and I assure you admired very widely. I am
interested to know from you that you have a con.
siderable business in cotton here, so much so that I
learn there are four presses for preparing bales of
cotton for shipment to England or transport to
Indian mills. I am glad that you appreciate the
action of Government in having assisted you in
supplying yourselves with water-works. Supply of
water is, you know, one of the many things in which
the Government takes a foremost interest. I assure
you that to supply a town like this with an efficient
water-supply is a matter of considerable difficulty.
I hope that the work will be satisfactorily carried
out and produce beneficial results, You allude to
the want of a proper drainage system and the widen-
ing and -straightening of Yyour narrow and crooked
lanes. As soon as any proper system for carrying
out this work has been settled and digested, I have
no doubt that Government will show you the same
liberality that you say it has accorded to other towns.

Towards the end of your address you make special
allusion to the works which have been started for
the relief of distress. On this subject, T think per=
haps you will allow me to explain as briefly ag I
can what the views and intentions of the Govern-
ment are. I may premise by saying that though the
distress within our border is neither so extensive
nor acute as that which is desolating the more
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Northern parts of the Empire, the task of relieving

and preventing starvation and suffering is not an
altogether easy one. Government considers that
the duty of the State is two-fold. ~On the one
hand it has to safeguard the financial resources, and,
on the other, to save the lives of the people. While
not losing sight of the former obligation, I have
no hesitation in saying—in this I believe I am
expressing not only my own view but that of my
honourable colleagues — that I cousider the latter
duty by far the more important. That duty is
to save life as far as may be practicable by all the
means in our power. By this is meant that while
the Governmeut is not bound to maintain the labour-
ing community at its normal level of comfort, such a
degree of health and strength should be kept up as
will be sufficient to enable those individuals when
distress is past to resume their ordinary ecalling.
This is the mainspring of our policy, and to it 2ll
rules and regulations must be made subservient.
That is the basis of the Famine Code itself, which
has received the sanction of the Governmept of
India. It is our duty to save life, and by life, as I
have said, what we and I am sure the Govérnmfanb.of
India mean is the preservation of a healthy vitality
and working power and not emaciation and stax.-va-
I have said that all rules and regulat.lons
o subservient to saving of life. It 1s to
done that I am here among you
have arisen, as they would
ted to rise when the moment

tion.
must be wad .
ascertain thab this 18
to-day. Questions
naturally be expec
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comes to put paper rules into practice, as:to the

leniency or severity of the task that is to be set for

the labourers and the sufficiency or otherwise of the

wages paid to them. These questions can only be

decided on the spat. There are other questions also

of less importance perhaps, but still not unimportant,

as to the practical working of the system, which also.
can only be satisfactorily disposed of on the spot.  In
these matters I thought, and my colleagues were also
of the same opinion, that I should come and discuss
with the District officers on the situation. I thought
that by visiting several relief camps I should obtain:
a better knowledge of the working of the system
of famine relief and a clearer insight into its prin-
ciples, than if I were to travel rapidly. Famine
relief divides itself into two parts. One the ascer-
tainment of the existence of distress, and the other
its relief. ~For the former we have already a very
complete agenocy in the shape of an energetic Famine
Commissioner and an enthusiastic Sanitary Commis-
sioner and able Divisional officers. We may trust to
these to bring the existence of distress to our notice,
and then begins the real work of famine relief, the
starting of relief works, camps and kitchens. " This
is the harder part of the famine campaign. It is of
the utmost importance to get into shape at starting
the main features of relief works. The working of
one relief camp in its main details must be much the
same as the other. Therefore those main ‘feature'sr
once settled, future camps may as distress deepens be
called into existence without difficulty or delay. I
. g
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have heard with great satisfa,

of profound gratitude f 1vi

: Or receiving the mes
]slympaf,hy Which Her Majesty the Queen-Ei:ge i
has sent to her suffering subjects in Indi hos
18 no part of Her Majesty ’s wi ay

ction your expressiong

to me were, “T,050 no opp
§ubjects in India know hoy
‘1;1 ;;tl'lem.” I take every o
itsel of repeating Her Majesty’s messa
:;Eizt:;s?nd 1t gives me great pleasure tog edsosoh::
i Whic;n. .HI Jom with you in the wigh that this
I H,er Ma:lt ’see t'he completion of the 60 years
Sin o JeSty's reign, may be celebrated with

Joweng; but we cannot but feel that i
present s?ate of this great country, afflicted ;n 'bﬂ?e
::;:, pisttxlence and famine, these rejoicings ;illl blZ
T :V(, a ‘marreq; an‘d there will be no heart in the
e cmpu'e which will feel more the misfortunes
. ountry than the heart of our beloved Queen-

mpress. Gentlemen, I thank you once again for
your address and for the kind welcome to Aé’éni. &

ortunity in letting my
deep an interest T take
Pportunity that offers

THIRD TOUR. L

ADDRESS FROM THE PEOPLE OF GOOTY.

Presented to His Excellency the Governoyr at 4-30 p.m., on the
22nd Felruary 1897, at the Guntakal Railway Station.
May it puease Your Excrrnexor.—We venture

to approach Your Excellency, and beg respectfully

to offer, on behalf of the people, a loyal and hLearty
welcome to our district, We are grateful to Your

Excellency for your timely visit, which we believe

will prove beneficial to the people who look to Your

Excellency for sympathy and protection. Providence

has visited this district and several others with scar-

city and famine; but it is a matter of thankfulness
that Your Excellency’s Government have been vigi-
lant and prepared to successfully cope with the dis-
tress thus arising. Your Excellency’s sympathetic
supervision and the co-operation of our good Collec-
tor and his hard-working subordinates, will, we trust,
make it possible for the able and experienced Famine
Commissioner to afford the suffering people such
relief as will ensure their passing through famine
with unimpaired health. Owing to the contiguity
of the Mysore Province, where the season has been
favourable, a good number of ryots and agricultural
labourers have left some of the affected parts in
search of work. The timely loans given to some of
the ryots by Government have enabled them to give
employment to a considerable number of able-bodied
working men ; and some ryots who are in tolerable
circumstances now provide for labourers dependent

upon them. It is only as a last resource that the
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distressed people reluctantly resort to relief works.
This accounts for the comparatively small number
of men on the relief works. . But this, we are afraid,
will change in the course of a few weeks. We take
this opportunity’ of bringing to Your Excellency’s
serious consideration some of the complaints which
we know to be well founded. We would urge that
the regulation wage is insufficient to keep the
labourer in health when the preseribed task is taken
into consideration. It is declared to be the inten-
tion of Government to give only bare subsistence
wage to a relief worker; and the code gives the
items included in his ration. But we would respect-
fully point out that no allowance is made for fuel ;
and this omission in districts where fuel is scarce
and the forest rules are stringent, greatly enhances
the hardship. The minimum wage is 40 tolas of
raw grain for a man, and 385 tolas for a woman.
That this is insuflicient, there can be no doubt, when
the code itself allows 50 tolas of raw grain for an
adult who is in receipt of gratuitous relief and 60
tolas for an adult under medical care. People gen-
erally are averse to a relief kitchen lest it should
attach a stigma to them and their descendants in
their own villages. ~As an example, it may not be out
of place to mention that a$ Yadiki recently two blind
people preferred working for a small wage rather
than be fed gratuitously at the relief kitchen. ~ Your
Excellency will be pleased to observe that an honest
and self-respecting labourer who receives the mini-
mum wage for a Sunday or who, owing to weakness

i
!
t
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or some other valid reasom, cannot complete his
allotted task, gets less than a person who is gratui-
tously fed at-the kitchen. ~While the minimum wage
itself is insufficient, the system of fining recently
ordered to be enforced is calculated to produce
great hardship. The day’s wage is barely sufficient
for a day’s subsistence. If this amount is reduced
toany appreciable extent the labourer’s strength will
gradually decrease, and he will become liable to
disease. It has been held by competent authorities
that ¢ the diseased conditions dependent on insuffi-
cient food follow many months after the cause has
The minimum wage without deduc-

passed away.”
The system of

tion ought to be guaranteed to all.
continuing to fine the labourer so that the amount
received is below the minimum wage will prove dis-
astrous. Further, the fining power is practically
vested in the overseer and his subordinates; and
this may in more than one way lead to corruption
or overstringency. The power of fining should be
in the hands of the Collector, Divisional officer, or a
D.P.W. officer of an Assistant Engineer’s grade;
and fines should be inflicted at the time of their in-
spection, and under no circumstances should fining
be of such a nature as to deprive the worker of the
minimum wage. We would respectfully point out
what we conceive to be a hardship, viz., that of coma
pelling a worker who, by any exigency comes late, or
misses half a day, to remain idle for the remainder of
the day, or to lose the remuneration for any work he
performs; and we consider that the Sunday wage
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induced to join in sharing the expenses of the under-
taking. I will take on myself the duty of address-
ing the managing body of the Madras Railway and
endeavour to induce it to carry out this necessary
measure of reform on it line.” Promises had been
made by the Southern Mahratta Railway authori-
ties that the refreshment room would be established.
And Your Excellency’s assurance to the Bellary
people raised hopes that the refreshment room would
after all be a fait accompli, and ““it will add to the
comfort of the native passengers, not only because
they prove the more paying class,” to quote the
words of Colonel Lindsay, the late Agent of the
Southern Mahratta Railway, “ but because they are
not so prone or able to agitate for themselves.”” And
we would again to-day urge on Your Excellency to
take into your kind consideration the urgency of
the question. We thank Your Excellency for the
kindness with which Your Excellency has heard our
humble address, and we pray that your Excellency
may live long and Your Excellency’s #égime will
continue to be a beneficent one.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

Mg, CuairMaN AND MeMBERS OF THE GooTy Pusric
Mgeering,—I beg to express my thanks for the kind
welcome accorded to me. You enter at once upon
a subject which is engrossing our thoughts and so
much time at the present moment, and that is the
distressed condition of this part of the Madrag
-Presidency. I am aware, as yousmention in the
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from the large body of advisers the real gems. ~ You
next call to my attention the want of a refreshment-
room at this station—the Guntakal Junction station
—and you quote what I said in reply to an address
which I received from the people of Bellary in
October last. After I had made that reply I had
the pleasure of meeting the General Manager of the
Madras Railway, and lost no time in making a
representation to him. He told me that a refresh-
ment-room of the same class has been established at
Arkonam and somewhere else, but that it has not

proved a financifl success. The Madras Railway
was working for its shareholders, and any under-
taking that would only be worked at a loss was a
matter of doubtful expediency. However, he gave
me some hope that a refreshment-room of the kind
might possibly be established at Guntakal. Since
then I have heard nothing more on the subject ;
but as you have reminded me of it, and drawn my
attention to its importance, I will not fail to again
approach the managing body of the Madras Rail
way on the subject. You must understand that
the Madras Railway is not a Government Railway
and Government cannot give it orders. We can
only express our views and hopes. Gentlemen, I
again thank you for your kind welcome.
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ADDRESS FROM THR CUDDAPAH MUNICIPAL
COUNCIL,
Presented to Iy;s Ezcellncy the Governor at 1 p-m., on the
2rd R‘bruary 1897, at the Collector’s House.

Mav 17 PLEASE Youg EXCELLEch,—We, the Chair-
man and Membapg of the Municipal Council, Cud-
dapah, beg most respectfully to offer Your Excel-
lency 4 most hearty welcome to our town, and on
behalf of ourselves and of the inhabitants of Cud-
dapah, whom we have the honour to represent, W€
‘€agerly embrace this Opportunify of exPressing,
thro.ugh Your Exce]lency, our profound loyalty and
gratitude to Hep Most Gracious Majesty our Queen-
e Xpress the deep gratitude we feel
mely munificent help we have received
fits of wh].ct};n::ent In aid of water works, the ben?-
Obportunit fe o o L uoyug. © We Take th.]s
tha,t has be}; 0 expressmg Opr approval of the Bfll
Couneil for: tl;]: ?cent]y Passed by Your Excellency 1:;
Mmunicipaljtieg inmfg?ve;l en!; and better wor-klngl“l:e
every other humg a5 ”esxfienc:y. ~ The Bill, I
of being improvedn undertakmg, is probably capab.le
lingness of ¢ ity but we readily recognise the wil”
help the steady ment to do al in their power ffo
county Progress of self-government in this

v du Conclugion, we

bhe contingeq
cellency ihd L::;;lfaéz and happiness of Your Ex-

Lour Excellep o’
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of this country, and of a desire for their prosperity
and advancement which we, on behalf of those whom
We represent, cannot but gratefully acknowledge.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.

Mg, CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS oF THE MUNICIPAL
CounciL or Copparam,—I beg you to accept my
sincere thanks for your kind words of welcome to
your town. I have heard with great satisfaction
the expressions of loyalty and affection which you
express for our Gracious Sovereign, and I have no
doubt that the people of Cuddapah are no less loyal
and loving than any other of Her Majesty’s subjects
in India. I find on enquiry that the Municipal
Council of Cuddapah enjoys very considerable elec-
tive privileges, that three-fourths of its members are
elected, and that it elects its own Chairman. I find
also that for the last two years the Government, in
reviewing the reports of the municipality, has ex-
pressed satisfaction at the progress that has been
made in the administration of municipal affairs,
There is, however, still room for improvement ag
there is in most things, and I express a hope that in
the future we will continue to be able to express our
approval of the progress that is made by you from
year to year. I am glad to be able to compliment you
on the possession of an excellent hospital building.,
I inspected it this morning and I have pleasure in
saying that, as far as the structure is concerned, it ig
one of the best—if not quite the best—Municipal
hospitals I have yet seen in the Madras Presidency,
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There are certain little defects in the matter of fur-
niture and fittings, which, no doubt, will be made
good as funds become available. I learn from the
Collector there has been considerable improvement
in the important matter of road maintenanze and
on another matter connected with the municipality.
I was to-day told there was very satistactory work
done in the high school, and T hope to be able to
assure myself of it this afternoon when I purpose to
present the prizes. You make a complimentary
remark withrespect to the Municipal Bill which was
so happily passed a few days ago after having been
under the consideration of the Government in the
Legislative Council for a period of four years. 'Chis
Bill contains a good many enactments which have
been arrived at after very serious consideration and
is the result of a compromise. Things that are the
result of compromises are very seldom quite perféct,
but 1 think, considering the divergent interest of
opinion that prevailed regarding many of the points
connected with the Bill, that the final result 1is
highly satisfactory. There are several points in
the Bill which conferred upon municipal bodies the
government and power which they desire to possess
which T am very glad it was possible for us to carry
through. I beg to express my warm thanks for
the kind way in which you have expressed your
desire to see the welfare of myself and my family
during my rule in this Presidency. Your wish that
my Government here may lead to the prosperity
and advancement of the country is fervently reci-
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procated by. myself. Gentlemen, I thank you fox;
your kind words of welcowe apd for the pleasan

words of your address.

ADDRESS FROM THE PEOPLE OF CUDDAPAH.

Presented to His Excellency the Governor at 1 p.m., on the
23rd February 1897, at the Collector’s House.

The providential advent of rains in Novetmb:(li‘
last, though deficient, bas averted what threa ferzhe
to be a severe distress over the greater part o -
district. The rains, however, have'not been snffi-
cient in the tracts in which the relief works were
opened to relieve the distress of the people, to:\izi
appreciable extent. The first crop oi"'cholum,h w g
is the staple food-grain of this portion of the 1
trict, was almost a failure, and the late-sown cho u}r:1
has also failed, or is failing over nearly three-fou}rt s
of the area cultivated. The ryots, however, have

. endeavoured their best to help themselves by raising
raori’ and other food-grains under wells and other
* ragi @
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ources of irrigation wherever water was available.
;Jven lands, classed and assessed as double. crop
wet, have been used for raising dry crops owing to
insu’fﬁciency of water in the irrigation soll)lrces ttg
svation. But it is to be note
gupport wet cultiva .
tb::f the extent of land covered by crops thus raised
is very inconsiderable, compa.redhmt;fl tixedtots:lt:r::
i in the affected parts,
ltivation, wet and dry, 10 .
2:1: ugr'ea.tfer ;:ortion of these tracts is black cotton

.
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soil, which does not generally admit of cultivation
by irrigation. The high prices of food-grains con-
tinuing for several months is also a clear indication
of the prevailing general distress. We have read
with some concern the statement of Government
that dry remissions in the case of petty pattadars
paying Rs. 20 and less cannot be accepted, as it
would deal with individuals. In view of the facts
stated above, we most respectfully and humbly urge
for Your Excellency’s generous consideration that
general remissions in all cases in which the crops
have failed would be an appropriate relief under the
present circumstances, and would be a great boon
to the people of the affected tracts. It may be
stated also that the grant of remissions in the case
of petty pattadars as a class is not without a prece-
dent, as we learn that a similar concession was
granted in the Kurnool district during the famine
of 1891-92. We also crave permission to bring
to Your Excellency’s consideration that the relief
works already opened are not adequate to alleviate
the distress in all parts of the affected area. We
respectfully venture to suggest that additional
works may be ordered to be opened at an early date,
80 as to give relief to the people who, on account of
distance, cannot resort to the works already
opened. Balapanur firka of the Pulivendla taluk
and Peddamudiem firka of the Jammalamadugu
taluk need early attention in this direction. The
irrigation project of Peddapasupula may be usefully
undertaken, as it will relieve the distressed in the

.
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affected portions of the Jammalamadugu taluk, and
the extension of the Cuddapah-Kurnool canal in the
Proddatur taluk by what is known as the Rajoli
project may also be advantageously taken in hand
at present, as it will serve as a protective work in
future.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

MeyBERs OF THE CupDAPAR DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF Cupparam,—1
beg you to accept my warm thanks for the hearty
welcome which you have accorded me to your town
and district. I have heard with great pleasure
your renewed expressions of loyalty and affection
for our Gracious Sovereign. No doubt can be held
on this point with respect to any of Her Majesty’s
subjects in any parf of Her Dominion. I shall now
proceed to answer to the best of my ability the
points upon which you have touched, but I must
tell you that your address, which only reached my
hands yesterday, contains a good many points of
importance and difficulty, and I consequently found
the time short in which to prepare a few statements
in reply to all the matters you bring to my notice.
I am glad to hear from you that you appreciate the
action taken by Government in the matter of the
distress which prevails in Cuddapah and the other
Deccan districts of the Madras Presidency. There
is no doubt that in our first efforts to meet this
difficulty we might have made mistakes, bat I think

experience has shown where they have ‘existed and
3 < i 3
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that they are gradually being corrected. I have
during the last few days seen four of the relief
works which are being carried on in the Bellary
and the Anantapur districts, and on the whole the
conclusion that I came to was that considering the
difficulties that attend the proper administration of
works of this kind things were being conducted
better than I had reason to expect. In one of f,he
works which I inspected, which has been in em.st-
ence since November last, and which is carried
on in a rural district among people accustomed. to
out-door and field work, everything has been going
on satisfactorily. One work I saw was close to the
town of Adéni, where people, not accustomed to
out-door work, like people of the weaver c_-as?e, are
employed in stone-breaking. There prevailed a
feeling of despondency, and some just cause for
complaint, possibly on account of under-payment
and over-work ; but in that case the remark I ma.c?e
on the occasion and the wishes of those who are 1t
authority will soon apply the remedy. It is, I think,
perhaps a mistake on the right side to have begun
With possibly too light a degree of carefulness and
,Se.verity. It is very easy to relax, but it is very
difficult to put in force severer measures which we

therefore, we have
done in the past,

of your address to
November and Dec
in the couuntry rej

You allude in the third paragraph
the fact of the rains which fell in
e.mber last. Everybody interested
oiced to see such a fall of rain ab
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that time, and among others I was glad to know this

- district profited largely thereby. But I am not sur-
| prised to hear that, though these rains possibly and
. probably saved the Cuddapah district from extreme
| distress, they came too late really to remove the

| whole of your difficulty.

I am perfectly aware that

| distress of a high order exists in this district in a
. considerable degree, and that before relief arrives
with the approach of the south-west monsoon, distress

- and difficulty will considerably deepen.

There have,

. on the whole, been three works in operation in the
Cuddapah district, viz., the Jammalamadugu, the
. Proddatur and the Pulivendla; and the Collector

I AW

informs me that there are two test relief works
already arranged for, and one, I think he told me,
has been already open, and the other will be open in
the course of a day or two. There is also a third
work in the Jammalamadugu taluk, which is ready

. to be open, and will be probably open and set on "
. foot within a short time. You mention in the fcurth
. paragraph of your address that ryots have been
. endeavouring their very best to help themselves by
' raising ragi and other food-grains in order to take
. the place of graing, to which they have been accus-

5
1
i

. tomed. I am extremely glad to hear the peasantry
see is a.lrea.dy the order of the day. I don’t think,
much to regret on what has been -

of this district has shown such a disposition to help
themselves under adverse circumstances. That is "
the reason I am glad to hear from the Collector that
the ragi crop, on the whole, will be a fairly good"
one, and it is to be hoped, although there appears to
be very little ground at present, that the price of

KK
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! Sunkesa tank work in Cuddapah taluk have been

X § . . 4 Q.
ragi, which is now high, may fall in the near future- | ordered to be opened, and they will be actually

1 with |
In the fifth paragraph of your address you deal with | opened to-morrow (the 24th). The road work now

the matter of remissions on dry lands. You here |
J { 10 progress at Royalapuram in Pulivendla taluk

touch upon a subject which is very difficult to deal | : : 5
\ 8Serves several of the villages in Ballapannur firka.

with, and I am not prepared to give an answer t0‘§ Th b ¢ : !
the suggestions which you make. Indeed, it would | ” nu'l? or of coolies on this work are at preser.lt
| 907. When the work was first started, 7.e., in

not be proper that I should do so without consulting
November 1896, the number was 1,242. Soon

my councillors. I will, however, take the ea,rlieas(',iE X .

opportunity of bringing to the notice of the councilf BfteT, SR, to fall of Fauns, the number decreased
the measure of relief which is suggested in this por- | b0 560, and it rose again to 1,317 on 11th January
tion of your address. You mention at the end of | 1897. . The fal!mg off ir-] the number at present is
that paragraph there is a precedent for the grant of { d.ue toubhe co:)lles I‘e'sor'tmg to the harvesting opera-
remissions in the case of petty pattadars. I have| tions now going on in parts. While field Iobour is

B 048 0 e ity it th i DA is;‘?‘ available, the 'opening of additional relief works will
Al v e bk, bbb e b Babtn] not be of much use. The Royalapuram-Simhadri-
puram road work has also been sanctioned by the

: s in 1891~ fr
this. It appears in 1891-92, Mr, Baddely, the Col: gDistrict Board. Kothapalle tank work and Pothikod

lector of Kurnool, recommended such revision, but§§ ; ! ; .
- channel have also been sanctioned by Government,

- e : d-‘ .“
we have not been able to find that that recommend- ' These works will be taken on hand when necessity

ation was accepted. With regard to paragraph 6 of }. Nt .

your address, in which you bring to notice that the'n\_fls reported on by the. 5?‘30131 Fan.nne Deputy Collec-

relief works already opened in this district are nob | :oi'.k .A? for Peddanindiam ﬁrka in J-fum.malamadugu

adequate to alleviate distress, I do not think I can | S e thmsarniest porkion bl s brayersad
8 ) | by the canal and three villages are protected by it.

; ragraph |
do better in reply than to read to“youa paragrap - The ryot population in these parts is generally well

from a note on the subject which has been prepared # :

40 06 b 1R Osllebioms  Thee Dlleatin utoris B0 t(.)ddo, and the weavers have l?een ooth.ervnse pro-

that the Tahsildar and Special “epllty Collector om | ‘}1 ed for. The people who still require work in
B i L e reliokl the southern part of the firka can resort to the

. Gorigannur work, which has been ordered to be
‘ !

B ot il the latter part of -
works will not be necessary unti P | taken up, and when this test establishes the need

this month. This is now the 23rd of February, 2
g f e 3 v
OO wdvaty ir! off 1 Tn wiifbion the(-, or more works, they will be opened. The Collector

works now in progress— Yerraguntla-Vempalle road, | A0 Snf S st e i sedaeaflthe Phanifg: ot
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a road work from Simhadipallie to Kondannapuram.

0 the mind of the |
You next aliude to an |
e extension of the Cud- |
Y what is known as the
I may say that the preliminaries for |
carrying out these works are now ready, and that if |

So much for the relief works i
Jollector of the district.

irrigation work and to th
dapah-Kurnool canal b
Rajoli project.

Government are satisfied that sanction f
necessary, they will be set on foot.

the concluding paragraph of your

may here say that it gave me satis
received such a well-represented
habitants of Cuddapah, and I hay
accept my warm thanks for your ex
the enjoyment of good health by
Havelock during our stay in this
wish that you express that at the
office T will cafry away the good
ful people is the very best wis
expressed and I warmly thank yo

e to ask you to!

b you could have
u for it.

e e T T

ADDRESS FROM THE MUHAMMADAN
COMMUNITY OF CUDDAPAH.

Presented to His Egcellency the Governor at 1 p.m., on the
23rd February 1897, at the Collector’s House.,
We, the members of the Muh
tion called the Jalsai Islamiah,
Your Excellency with these fow
at a time when the people of this

district are suffer-
ing from dire distress.

oy

S Tm——

{

|
; J‘
|

or them is '
I now come to !
address, and T |
faction to have
body of the in- !

cellent wishes for ‘
myself and Lady |
country, and the |/
termination of my g

wishes of a grate- )|

S

ammadan Associa- |

beg to approach |
words of welcome |

We feel highly thankful \
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in that Your Excellency is visiting us at no su!a.ll
inconvenience to yourself. We feel that th(? visit
will result in the amelioration of the condition of
the people through means of famine relief works
and the feeding of the poor people, especially of the
old decrepit members of Muhammadan families who
by custom are prevented from appearing, much less
working, in public. We have done our best to
alleviate the prevailing distress out of oar slender
purses, but as the scarcity is increasing, we are
utterly unable to cope with the famine. We suggest

~ that the most important relief work to be taken in
- hand at once would be the excavation of a canal,—

from a point where the branch of the Krishnapuram
canal runs eastwards into the Bugga near Agadi
eastwards through Nakash, by Mutial Seshu’s Choul-
try, to Kondayapalli tank. By this means, not only
will the perishing people have a means of earning

+ their livelihood in these times of scarcity, but the
. prospective good to the ryots, no less than to Gov-
l ernment, will be most extensive as converting dry

into wet lands to the extent of two thousand acres.
The expenditure will be very small, considering that
the canal will not cross streams or rivers. We take
the opportunity of mentioning that to this day there
is only one Muhammadan in a population of 7,287
to represent the Muhammadan interest in the Muni-
cipal Council at Cuddapah against eleven Hindu
members out of a population of 10,000. We request
that two of the twelve be Muhammadan gentlemen
to be appointed additionally by Government with a



the present régime. Another subject is that there
is no Mubammadan teacher in the Munieipal school
who can explain in Hindustani o M
boys the difficulties o be
and Telugu languages,
desideratum,

uhammadayp 4
met with in the English
A Persian Munshi js 4 !

¥

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’§ REPLY,

GENTLEMEN oF pup Munay
CALLED THE JArsar Iscamian op
you for the kind welcome you h
in the address which has just b
naturally dwell at o considerab]
which has been engrossing atte
moment of, the distress that pr
and others adjacent to it.

attention to the difficulty

decrepit members of the Muhammadan community
and females who, by custom, are Prevented from
appearing, much Jegg working, in public. I may
tell you that my attention hag a_lready been directed
to this matter, and that I am now consideri
means may bhe deviged

this type possibly by dol
such people, or by increas

CUDDAPAH,—I thank
ave accorded to me ,

e length on 5 subject
ntion at the present
evails in this digtrict
You draw my special
found in alding the |

for alleviating distress of
es made at the houses of

ing the wages at the houses
of persons who by custom are unable to work or

appear in public. Yoy point out the deg
of carrying out relief works,
of a canal from a point wh
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such ag the excavation
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. 81' fore been unable to make any g
e th(la)l':ct to which you allude,_and youthat. 3
on the su ,!D o satisfied with my telling you b
ﬂl.emfore nquiry to be made on the. matter. g
will cause s qthe subject of insufficient repre;I =
n'exb mertjlt::n\hhammadan community on the toume
tgic;;loéouncii of Cuddapah, ang ;i;o:lf’l’:;:;:e Iwhich
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ou ;
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g Why one or two members to represen
secure more b Ya.n ity i o Muhamm%fdan
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population lt:;in t’hat if you made a proper and c(;m-
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rePI:esent?‘ I:Vith regard to the appointment of two
achleveli-e Muhammadan gentlemen additionally by
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» @8 a matter of policy,
Government find it impossible to do more than it

has done at present, I have already appointed one
Muhammadan member, You ask that g Muham-

madan teacher might be appointed for the Municipal
school. Your address h

make any enquiry as
to the merits of this request. I wijl, therefore,

confine myself now to telling you that T will consult
upon the matter with the head of the Educational
department. You next Proceed to mentjon that

officials of high standing fyq
Muhammadan community,

that the same policy may be continued by myself,
In reply I have only to say that I hope that, the
acts which have already taken place in the way of
Muhammadan appointments since assumed the
Government of this Presidency are sufficient ip
themselves to show that I keep thig matter mogt,
carefully in mind. I beg to thank you for the gaoq
wishes for the health and happiness of Lady Have.

lock and myself, and T beg to reciprogate these
good wishes.

M members of the
and you express a hope
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