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al remarks.—W ater-supply is diminishing in many villages. I have just

h the Board for the sanction of Government to the utilization of surplus

1 for the improvement of drinking-water wells. Steps are being taken to
e by means of famine labour the wells situated in villages adjoining relief-works.
ement the water-supply in Sunddr, wells are being cleared out and deepened
r-holes are being dug in the bed of the Narivanka. The condition of cattle

 to be fair in Adéni and in the unaffected tracts, where there is a fair amount
1t is deteriorating in Alér and Bellary; and in the neighbourhood of

nd ®udiganur, I found the stock looking worse than in any part of the

[ have let visited. Over 1,000 head of cattle from adjacent taluks are graz-

the Sundiir Amani forest on payment of As. 4 per head. Kvery endeavour is
ade 1:6 encourage the taking of loans for the purchase of fodder in tracts where
ition of the cattle is reported to be bad. i inquiries show that fodder cannot
od at a reasonable prices, the question of preparing prickly-pear as a famine

rork will be considered.

FooD-SUPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

of principal food-grains st principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of 80 tolas
£  per rupee, for the period ending 15th of March 1897.

Ul

Riee. ‘White cholam. | Yellow cholam. Ragi.

End of | End of | End of | End of | End of End of | End of | End of
last | current | last current last current | last | current
fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort-

night. | night. | night. night. | night.. pight. | night. | night.

9-67 9-67 1290 | 1290 | 1370 | 1397 | 1720 17-20 |Except in Harpana-
g6t | ses [" 1185 1185 | 12:88| 1288} .. .. | balli and  Sundér
918 9-18 11-33 11-38 13-39 13-39 1649 16-49 | the prices are almost
Stk L 973 | 13a0 | 1389] 1| 42} 1EGH| 1003 | MaBUERT The
8:60 810 13-30 13:30°| 14:40 | 1440 1600 16:50 | fluctuations in the
8-64 8-64 1§ i 13-91 13-91 1552 1552 | above two places:
9:18 945 . e 1494 | 14742 1843 17-46 | have not been ex-’
972 | 972 : b e uae| .. plained.
860 | 94 . | 1560 | 1310 | 1990
D iilverage .. | 910 | 917 | 12:55 \ 12:55 | 1418 l 1388 | 1687
bl it e we o ep ol s
Activity of trade.—Reported to be active in Adéni, Alir, Rayadrug, Kudligi and
- As will be seen from the following figures the imports confinue to exceed the
exports and it is to be feared thatin parts of the district stocks are running short.
The net imports during the last week represent the food of about 9,500 (95,000) people
for a week at 111b. per head :—

Tmports during week ending Exports during week ending

IO S80S |2 e et &0 SR ST
97th Feb. | 6th Mar. | 13th Mar. | 27th Feb. | 6th Mar. | 13th Mar..
1897. 1897. 1897. 1897. 1897. 1897.

1. MDS. 1. MDS. I. MDS. I. MDS. I MDS. I. MDS..
198 38 y 238 649
7,035 3,987 : 287 110
¢ ; oo .o . 29 R
% 34 8 . .o 8
929 3,129 364 7
318 o . . 3

.
.
.
.
.
-

: Total .. 8,514 7,162 11,047 918 847
CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE.
< L) On works.—Generally good.

gl R In villuges.—Generally good. The sugareane-crushing along the Tunga-
 bhadra is giving employment to many and also to their cattle. It is reported that the
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- Mgeasores o Reuer.
In what taluks open, and comparison of numbers—

. Number employed.
e gn e Y Remarks,
: Inlt!omight.l'l’hhfortnight.

10,073 11,603 ?Gndnl inereasre due to diminished demand for
18,200 19,749 labour for agricultural operations.
3,266 4,015
2,230 2,377
1,150

Numbers relieved
At kitchens. Weavers.

Last This. Last. This.
fortnight. | fortnight. | fortnight. | fortnight.

827 834 751 729
892 904 o .

203 111
833 310
17 24

Total ., 2,272 2,183

e e e e
o BALL 3) Private charity.—There were 172 kitchen inmates in Bellary public kitchen
il ey ~against 280 at the end of the last fortnight. The committee has to-day asked me to
LA ~ 64 - the kitchen. The Komati lady, Paramma, continues to feed daily about 300
chiefly children. ‘A meeting in connection with the Indian Famine Charitable
Fund was held at Bellary and committees were formed. Estimdites of the

ents of this district were also sent to the Madras Committee.

- Remarks.—The new work started on the Gooty road has attracted between
d 700 workers. Of whom 250 come from the Bellary-Moka road work. The
rs on the Madhavaram work continue to rise rapidly and additional work will
o be opened in that neighbourhood. The Halvi work will be started to-day.

InsPECTIONS—TALUKS AND PLACES VISITED.

y the Collector—Moka, Daroji, Gadigunur and Parumadevanahalli road works,
halu, Bananahalli, Bisalahalli, Amarapuram, Joluduragi, Minahalli and Siddi-

W

Deputy Collecter, Adoni.—Adéni Municipal road w_orks. Adéni-Madhavaram road

nade 1nto the mat or’s, Balasuldoddi tank work, Pedduthumbalam, Chmnathumb_alam, Balasuldoddi,

etter condition, an ;  Malapalli, Sunkeswari, Sonlapalli, Sangarajamhalli, Pallepadu, Chintakunta and Kosgi.

esslon ‘ " Deputy Collector, Bellary Division.—Paramadevanahalli road work, Siruguppa road

and the kitchen ; Kolur,*Bylur, Sindigiri, Sannaspur, Tekkalkota, Karilingunur,
guppa, Bagavadi, Chanakanur and Boggur.

vy Py, o : Head Assistant Collector—Dugganatti, Teligi, Chiristahalli, Anantanahalli,
6 Mot .~ Machihalli and Harpanhalli. , :

(e General Remarks.—The Deputy Collector, Adéni Division, has been asked to open

" a kitchen in Adéni town for the benefit of the indigent gosha females in Mahomedan

qmutets The existing kitchens not being sufficient, one more kitchen has been

jered to be opened on each of the following works in Aldr taluk, viz., Chippagiri

. Halharvi work, Aspari work and Kammerchedu work The Executive Engi-

as been directed to take charge of the Antapur, Vaddu and the Ballahuusi

works which were hitherto under the control of the Local Fund Engineer. The

demand for employment will continue to grow and the numbers on works must

 inerease, I fear.
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» number of applications pending in Alir, Bellary and Adéui is

: ‘made in Adéni is slow. - The sanction of Government

@oqr’ded for the ‘appointment of Special Tahsildars for loans, but,

of the Board, one special Tahsildar has been appointed for loans
it is hoped that the progress will now be better. :

e e s

he following letter from C. G. SPENCER, Esq, Acting Head Assistant

Collector, Bellary, to the Collector of Bellary, dated 1st March 1897,
and endorsement thereon, dated 13th March 1897 :—

sference to your endorsement, Dis. No. 734, dated 6th Febrnary 1897, on

od 1st February 1897, Mis. No. 752, requiring a report on the results of my

i and Kudligi taluks and in the Antapur valley of Hospet, I have the

state that I have already embodied in my fortnightly narrative most of the

ots of interest with regard to the condition of the people, cattle and crops

in the villages visited by me, but at the risk of repetition I will now proceed
> a few of the impressions I gathered from my inspections.

Leaving Hospet on the 6th January, L went first to Hadagalli taluk, as special
were due about the relief works at Nirayanadevarakeri and Devagoudanahally.
redecessor, Mr. Lloyd, had already inspected over 25 per cent. of the affected
zes in this taluk, so that I thought it best to push on as quickly as possible to
dligi taluk, whence reports had come of greater loss of crop and where less inspec-
had already been made. At the same time I did not omit to notice on my way
e of crops and the condition of the people in the villages along the main road
ween Bellahunsi and Hadagalli and between Hadagalli and Tttigi.

3. Tn Hospet taluk between Hospet and Nérayanadevarakeri, the whole country

s a barren wilderness with hardly a green blade anywhere. As soon as the confines of

Tadagalli taluk are entered, a change for the better is perceptible. At Marabbihal for

nstanee, I found castor-oil plants in fair condition, horse-gram with a yield rather over

. annas, and cholum and onions under wells doing well. Women were to be seen

orking in the fields at the horse-gram harvest for 2 annas cooly and men also had some
svment of their own, for none of the inhabitants were attending the relief work
ing in their midst. .

" 4. At Bellahunsi, 32 men, 9 women and 12 children applied to me for the opening
relief works for the benefit of that village and its hamlets and adjoining villages.
ey expressed their unwillingness to go three and a half miles and back every day

to aftend the N4rayanadevarakeri supply channel work, or to leave their houses if sheds

+ furnished for their habitation in the vicinity of the work. Two or 3 men of

. village had a somewh it starved appearance, but I think they were professional

soars.. On my special report, a test work was opened on the 2nd February at
unsi and the numbers have risen from 40 to 220 in less than a fortnight.

‘5 Between Bellahunsi and Hampasagar I noticed some horse-gram with an
Iouttum of 4 annas and some distinctly under 4 annas. Castor was between 4 and

P 6 annas. In a few fields it was very thin and must be estimated at less than 4 annas.

A little dholl of about 4 annds outturn was growing, some under. About Tambrahalli
gome irrigated sugarcane was seen in very good condition. At Hampasagar, I found
gome hingari cholum doing well with an ostimated yield of 8 annas and even over on
ground moistened by flooding of the Tungabhadra. The people there seemed to be in
average condition and the children well-fed and playing in the streets. It will be

" remembered that a relief work was here tried for a few days as an experiment in

‘November and proved a fajlure.
6. Between Hampasagar and Hadagalli, the soil is poor and the country bare.

Some big fields of ragi resulted in total failure or a yield of 2 annas. Some cholum

‘was seen 1 similar condition and only useful for fodder, some having been grazed upon
alres y. Some castor was about 4 annas. Some very short erops of horse -gram were
vi blé.' Near Huvinahadagalli, 1 saw some withered cotton widely sown.
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arcane and garden crops under wells. In Choranur range
y crops left, but 1 made careful enquiries in the village about
imens of gort of straw from the rick yards and the size
o need for relief works, I noticed that there was practica.llui'
ot, it was not till I reached the north-east corner of the tal
orward to suggest the opening of works. At Bandri, Nidugurti
umber of ryots petitioned: for relief works, but they all wanted
their own villages and expressed their unwillingness to go to
k. A eertain number of the poorer people in each village had,
‘deriving a not very certain or remunerative livelihood by cutting
ss from the Sandur and other hills for cooly. This employment was
nd has by this time quite come to an end. -
Wﬁg the people who are out of employment are unwilling to resort to
bod at' a distance from their homes was discovered to be that in this
ict as well as most of Hospet taluk, the ryots have not yet begun to sell
he stock of fodder in Kudligi taluk, supplemented by hill grass, varies
onth’s to three months’ supply. With this the ryots hope, not without
%o tide over the bad time coming until the rains become due without selling
e and thus to be in a better position to take advantage of a more fortunate
dodw ad! 10l
It may, at first sight, seem strange that there ismo great démand for relief
a taluk where the loss of erops has been &o extensive. The probable explana-
sars to me is that in Kddligi the villages are mostly small and the land is cul-
v the ryots that own it. (onsequently, there is no large cooly-population to
' out of employment immediately that agricultural operations come to a stand-
here are also more date topes and pasture land interspersed between the
ted area, and thus a sonrce of employment in tending sheep and eattle and other
7 ocoupations  is afforded. The opinion that T formed at the time was that no
‘works would be needed in Kddligi taluk till March and then only in the north-
corner of the taluk.

15, TLastly, one of the most serious features of the present distress is the failing
drinking-water sapply. ' In Kidligi, which is essentially a dry taluk, it came to
notice that! in several villages, notably Dhupadahally, Kandagal, Morabahalli,
ankeri; Appayyanahalli, Muttazanahalli, Yerrainahally, Hirekeriyaginahally, Mal-

m and Kondapuram, much difficulty was being felt owing to the supply of drinking-

\ter going out or becoming so scanty that people were standing waiting for hours

ore they could fill a few cocoanut shells. At Seliappenahally the well commenced
Srevious famine year requires fo be rovetted and the stones now have been lying

Je ready near the pool proposed to be revetted. The Hospet Taluk Board

s available to spend under the head of water-supply. At the same time a8

tely necessary to alleviate real distress caused by want of drinking-water in

ases where the ryots are unable to help . themselves, 1 have called for estimates and
rtend to apply for a special allotment to meet the need as soon as the amount required
’;" ‘purpose can be approximately estimated.

aA '16. T visited the Antapur valley from Daroji on February 6th and inspected

 the test work of clearing prickly-pear on the Avinamadugu supply channel. = The

_eountry is much overgrown with prickly-pear and the soil is;generally poor and stony.
‘b:ﬁstbr@le villag(:;!g,r such as, Rajapur and l,Ihbalagandl lying near the Sandur hills,
as also Tumati, had comparatively good crops, and even elsewhere the loss of crop is to

some extent_mitigated by fair cultivation under wells.

~_ On my wa ‘to Antapur I passed through. the villages of Torngal, Sultanpur
.ﬁ’;ﬁjygmbyamﬁm . on the 7th I rode out to the villages of Avinamadugu and Vitla-

puram. nd made enquiries into the eondition of the people and the most suitable form

Q{;rﬁliﬁfm 1 returned to.Gadiganur by way of Kodalu and Vaddu. A ost every-

& qum the people seemed to be out of employment and ready to come on T £ works ;

e reality of the cxistence of distress was evidenced by the fact that men came
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lcally no pasture, and fodder is scanty. Endeavours are being

taking of loans for the purchase of fodder; and where fodder

ble prices, it is proposed to prepare, by famine labour, prickly-

.. The Board requests to be informed whether any action will be

ment on the proposal of the Sanitary Commissioner to import com-

from Burma—vide B.P., dated 15th March 1897, No. 230. The

tle is deteriorating and hundreds of them are being brought to market

ery few {ind purchasers. In Kudligi, however, the ryots have not yet
cattle.

are almost stationary, except in Sandir, where there was a sharp rise
fortnight, the cause of which is not explained. The trade is reported to
ut it is feared that, in parts of the district, stocks are running short.

dition of the people is reported to be generally good. The affected

increasing in extent and proposals for the opening of additional works

od. A large number of persons in the Head Assistant’s division are

be in want of employment but unwilling to go out of their villages for

in these villages should, wherever possible, be induced to take out loans

1 improvements, which will afford employment to. the labouring population

omes. The numbers on works have increased by more than 4,000 during

but the number of kitchen inmates, instead of increasing proportionataly,

off. Itis remarkable that the decrease has occurred not only in some of

attached to relief-works but also in the public kitchen maintained

charity at Bellary. It is very likely that the relief-workers are, as the

ars, sharing their wage with dependants at home. Now that Circle

s ha 'ﬁz’éh’appointed, it is hoped that thorough enquiries will be made into

deserving of gratuitous relief and strenuous efforts made to overcome the

the people to send their non-working children and infirm dependants

~ The Collector has ordered the opening of more kitehens on works, and a

r the benefit of the indigent gosha females in Addni town. When the

ar being made in the villages from which. the relief-workers come are:

ill be found necessary to open central kitchens for groups of villages.

spen_such kitchens has been given by Government in its order com-
.P., dated 5th March 1897, No. 195.

liuestinn of paying extra wages for work done in excess of the task is
\sideration of the Board. Payment may not be made beyond the rate for
t there does not seem to be-any objection to making this on Mr. Campbell’s.

s fractional rise; fines are inflicted on the same plan, and the argument should

ways. In no case, however, can the A wage be exceeded.

Sanotion has been accorded by Government for the entertainment of special

o expedite the disposal of loans applications pending in the district—vide
nunicated with B.P., dated 19th March 1897, No. 2077.

éoﬂoctor should not submit any more jail statistics. These are now
the Inspector-General of Prisons.
ref o to paragraphs 7 and 10 of Mr. Spencer’s letter; the Collector
f-(;:a;:ragragh 2gof'PB.P'., dated 3rd February 1897, No. 94, and to the
rﬁhemm' |
d to by the Collector in the second paragraph *‘(4) Remarks,”
?M 1‘-eff:;(r):’xdit‘;onyof the people” as suitable for relief by the Indu;.n

table Relief fund should mot be put on the lists of that Fund. Properly
, kitchen or starve ; but as the latter alternative is out of the

80 to a c » W ’ * 2
only thing to be done 1s to leave them on the works and give them light
he on liggins” was not an imaginary character, or peculiar to England :
3: poor persons who will rather work to the last tham ¢‘come on the

7 ig one which is constantly coming before Relief officers in all districts. In

33
B

¢ ' ‘ ; tuitous relief in
" io no answer more complete, to those who fear that gra :
ﬂ‘fi{kh:b‘:? b:- abused, thal»x)x the extreme difficulty of getting people into the
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Fortnightly Narrative.

Stating, with reference to the remarks of the Board of Revenue on the — of the Bellary
‘Qistrict, for the period ending 15th March 1897, that the proposal of the Sanitary Commis-
sioner to import compressed fodder from Burma will be dealt with gseparately and that famine
Jabour might be usefully directed to the improvement of village water-supply and approving
the Board’s instructions in the matter of payment of extra wages for work done in excess of
the task.
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rks.—Water-supply is diminishing in many villages. I have just

the Board for the sanction of Government to the utilization of surplus:

for the improvement of drinking-water wells. Steps are being taken to

ans of famine labour the wells situated in villages adjoining relief-works.

nt the water-supply in Sundir, wells are being cleared out and deepened.

es are being dug in the bed of the Narivanka. The condition of cattle

0 be fair in Adéni and in the unaffected tracts, where there is a fair amount

It is deteriorating in Alir and Bellary; and in the neighbourhood of

'Gudlgal_m:r, I found the stock looking worse than in any part of the

ve yet visited. Over 1,000 head of cattle from adjacent taluks are graz-

tr Amani forest on payment of As. 4 per head. Every endeavour is

to éncourage the taking of loans for the purchase of fodder in tracts where

ition of the cattle is reported to be bad. 1f inquiries show that fodder cannot

nied at a reasonable prices, the question of preparing prickly-pear as a famine
k will be considered.

Foop-surpriEs AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

principal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of 80 tolas
) per rupee, for the period ending 15th of March 1897.

Rice. " | White cholam. | Yellow cholam. Ragi.

End of | End of | End of | End of | End of | End of | End of | End of

last | current | last current last current | last current
fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort-

night. | night. | night. | night. | night. | night. | night.

9-67 12.90 | 1290 13-70 1397 | 17-20 | 1720 |Except: in Harpana--
864 11-85 11-86 12-88 12 88 . . halli and Sundér
918 11-33 11-33 1339 1339 16 49 16-49 the prices are almost
1339 13-39 14-42 1442 14-55 16:52 stationary. The
13:30 13:30 14-40 14 40 16-¢0 1650 fluctuations in the
. e 13:91 13-91 1552 1552 above two places
N v 14-94 14°42 1843 17-46 have not been ex--
14 42 14-42 e plained.

.
.
..
..
.
.
..
.
..
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wr 1265 | 12:65
» Activity of tmdé.—Reported to be active in Adéni, Alir, Rayadrug, Kudligi and:
ahalli. » ‘
~*have t0 be=on from the following figures the imports continue to exceed the
<18 to be feared that in parts of the district stocks are running short..
ports during the last week represent the food of about 9,500 (95,000) people-

ek at 111b. per head :—

Imports during week ending Exports during week ending

27th Feb.-| 6th Mar. | 18th Mar. | 27th Feb. | 6th Mar. | 18th Mar.
1897. 1897. 1897. 1897. 1897. 1897.

I. MDS. L. MDS. 1. MDS. I. MDS. I. MDS.
198 38 1,250 11 238
7,085 3,987 8,055 570 287

old 29
34 8 .o 303 o
929 8,129 1,742 . 364

. 818 . .

—_— P—— ———

Total: .. 8,514 7,162 11,047 918

CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE,.

(1) Onworks—Generally good.

§ ) I villuges.—Generally good. The sugarcane-crushing along the Tunga~-
‘bhadra is giving employment to many and also to their cattle. 1t is reported that the:
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i MgeAsures oF RELIEF.
(1) On works—In what taluks open, and comparison of numbers—

Number employed.

Last fortnight. | This fortnight.

10,073 11,603 'Grad\ul in due to diminished demand for
18,200 19,749 labour for ‘ultural operations.
3,266 4,015 /"'
2,230 2,377
746 1,150 \

— s e | e— ———

. Mo . 34,515 38,894

- (2) Gratuitous Relief—Numbers relieved at kitchens and otherwise—

Numbers relieved
Taluks. " At kitchens. Weavers.

Last This. Last. This.
fortnight. | fortnight. | fortnight. | fortnight.

e O il S S L) S SR B e e

Adémi e .o s ve .o 827 834 751 729
Alar A ve P .o od 892 904 et
Bellary 5 55 A oo b 203 111
Hospet 25 s o s 4 333 310
Hadagalli A o v o & 17 24

| v S N G

Total ..| 2272 2,183 751 729

(3) Private charity.—There were 172 kitchen inmates in Bellary public kitchen
against 280 at the end of the last fortnight. The committee has to-day asked me to
take over the kitchen. The Komati lady, Paramma, continues to feed daily about 300
paupers, chiefly children. A meetingin connection with the Indian Famine Charitable
Relief Fund was held at Bellary and committees were formed. Estimates of the
requirements of this district were also sent to the Madras Committee.

(4) Remarks.—The new work started on the Gooty road has attracted between
800 and 700 workers. Of whom 250 come from the Bellary-Moka road work. The
numbers on the Madhavaram work continue to rise rapidly and additional work will
have to be opened in that neighbourhood. The Halvi work will be started to-day.

,__.__

INsPECTIONS—TALUKS AND PLACES VISITED.

. By the Collector.—Moka, Daroji, Gadigunur and Parumadevanahalli road works,
& Gonahalu, Panauahalli, Bisalahalli, Amarapuram, Joluduragi, Minahalli and Siddi-
ganamola.

Deputy Collector, Adbm’.——-z&_déni Municipal road works, Adéni-Madhavaram road
swork, Balasuldoddi tank work, Pedduthumbalam, Chinnathumbalam, Balasuldoddi,
Malapalli, Sunkeswari, Sonlapalli, Sangarajamhalli, Pallepadu, Chintakunta and Kosgi.

Deputy Collector, Bellary Division—Paramadevanahalli road work, Siruguppa road
work and the kitchen ; Kolur, Bylur, Sindigiri, Sannaspur, Tekkalkota, K iHiiiur,
Siruguppa, Bagavadi, Chanakanur and Boggur.

Head Assistant Collector—Dugganatti, Teligi, Chiristahalli, Anantanahalli,
Machihalli and Harpanhalli.

General Remarks.—The Deputy Collector, Adéni Division, has been asked to open
a kitchen in Adéni town for the benefit of the indigent gosha females in Mahomedan
quarters. The existing kitchens not being sufficient, one more kitchen has been
ordered to be opened on each of the following works in Aldr taluk, viz., Chippagiri
work, Halharvi work, Aspari work and Kammerchedu work. The Executive Engi-
neer has been directed to take charge of the Antapur, Vaddu and the Ballahunsi
road works which were hitherto under the control of the Local Fund Engineer. The
demand for employment will continue to grow and the numbers on works must
increase, I fear.

-
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e number of applications pending in Aldr, Bellary and Adoni is
progress made in Addni is slow. The sanction of Government
accorded for the appointment of Special Tahsildars for loans, but,
't#“,,bthe Board, one special Tahsildar has been appointed for loans
1t 18 hoped that the progress will now be better.

 following letter from C. G. SPENCER, Esq, Acting Head Assistant
otor, Bellary, to the Collector of Bellary, dated 1st March 1897,
ndorsement thereon, dated 13th Mareh 1897 :—

ence to your endorsement, Dis, No. 734, dated 6th February 1897, on
February 1897, Mis. No. 752, requiring a report on the results of my
and Kidligi taluks and in the Antapur valley of Hospet, I have the
 that I have already embodied in my fortnightly narrative most of the
_of interest with regard to the condition ofthe people, cattle and erops
 villages visited by me, but at the risk of repetition I will now proceed
of the impressions I gathered from my inspections.

seaving Hospet on the 6th January, T went first to Hadagalli taluk, as special
e due about the relief works at Nérayanadevarakeri and Devagoudanahally.
essor, Mr. Lloyd, had already inspected over 25 per cent. of the affected
bhis taluk, so that I thought it best to push on as quickly as possible to
ik, whence reports had come of greater loss of erop and where less inspec-
ready been made. At the same time I did not omit to notice on my way
terops and the condition of the people in the villages along the main road
ellabunsi and Hadagalli and between Hadagalli and Ittigi.

“In Hospet taluk between Hospet and Nérayanadevarakeri, the whole country
en wilderness with hardly a green blade anywhere. As soon as the confines of
faluk are entered, a change for the better is perceptible. At Marabbihal for
found castor-oil plants in fair condition, horse-gram with a yield rather over
d eholum and onions under wells doing well. Women were to be seen
 the fields at the horse-gram harvest for 2 annas eooly and men also had some
t of their own, for none of the inhabitants were attending the relief work
- in their midst.

" At Bellahunsi, 32 men, 9 women and 12 children applied to me for the opening
' works for the benefit of that village and its hamlets and adjoining villages.
XE ressed their unwillinguess to go three and a half miles and back every day
d the N yanadevarakeri supply channel work, or to leave their houses if sheds
shed for their habitation in the vicinity of the work. Two or 3 men of
B had a somewh it starved appearanee, but I think they were professional
. On my special report, a test work was opened on the 2nd February at

ahunsi and the numbers have risen from 40 to 220 in less than a fortnight.

Between Bellahunsi and Hampasagar I noticed some horse-gram with an
rn of 4 annas and some distinctly under 4 annas. pastor was between 4 and
anpas. In a few fields it was very thin and must be estimated at less than 4 annas.
" A little dholl of about 4 annas outturn was growing, some under. About Tambrahalli
 some irrigated sugarcane was seen in very good condition. At Hampasagar, I found
‘some hingari cholum doing well with an estimated y'1?1d of 8 annas and even over on
A ground moistened by flooding of the Tungabhadra. The people there seemed to be in
i average condifion and the children Well-feq and playing in the streets. It_ will I_)e
. remembered that a relief work was here tried for a few days as an experiment in
' November and proved a failure. i
6. Botween Hampasagar and Hadagalli, the soil is poor and the country bare.

‘Some big fields of ragi resulted in total failure or a yield of 2 annas. Some cholum

was seen in similar condition and only useful for fodder, some having been grazed upon.
m;'n lgosme castor was about 4 annas. Some very short erops of horse gram were

visible. Near Huvinahadagalli, I saw some withered cotton widely sown.
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si firka, besides sugarcane and garden crops under wells. In Choranur range
ere even fewer dry crops left, but I made careful enquiries in the village about

, examining specimens of each sort of straw from the rick yards and the size
e cholum stalks in the fields.

3. Secondly, as to the need for relief works, I noticed that there was practically
emand for it. In fact, it was not till I reached the north-east corner of the taluk
any people came forward to suggest the opening of works. At Bandri, Nidugurti

allapuram a number of ryots petitioned for relief works, but they all wanted

 to be opened in their own villages and expressed their unwillingness to go to
‘any distance for work. A certain number of the poorer people in each village had,
for some time, been deriving a not very certain or remunerative livelihood by cutting
and conveying grass from the Sandur and other hills for cooly. This employment was
' then diminishing and has by this time quite come to an end.
The reason why the people who are out of employment are unwilling to resort to
lief works situated at a distance from their homes was discovered to be that in this
part of the district as well as most of Hospet taluk, the ryots have not yet begun to sell
eir cattle. The stock of fodder in Kudligi taluk, supplemented by hill grass, varies
from one month’s to three months’ supply. With this the ryots hope, not without
difficulty, to tide over the bad time coming until the rains become due without selling
their cattle and thus to be in a better position to take advantage of a more fortunate
season.

14. It may, at first sight, seem strange that there is no great demand for relief
works in a talak where the loss of crops has been so extensive. The probable explana-
tion appears to me is that in Kddligi the villages are mostly small and the land is cul-
tivated by the ryots that own it. (Consequently, there is no large eooly-population to

be thrown out of employment immediately that agricultural operations come to a stand-
still. There are also more date topes and pasture land interspersed between the
enltivated area, and thus a source of employment in tending sheep and cattle and other
sundry oceupations is afforded. The opinion that I formed at the time was that no
relief works would be needed in Kidligi taluk till March and then only in the north-
east corner of the taluk.

15. Lastly, one of the most serious features of the present distress is the failing
of the drinking-water supply. In Kddligi, which is essentially a dry taluk, it came to
my notice that in several villages, notably Dhupadahally, Kandagal, Morabahalli,
Ammankeri, Appayyanahalli, Muttazanahalli, Yerrainahally, Hirekeriyaginahally, Mal-
lapuram and Kondapuram, much difficulty was being felt owing to the supply of drinking-
water going out or becoming so scanty that people were standing waiting for hours
before they could fill a few cocoanut shells. At Seliappenahally the well commenced
in a previous famine year requires to be revetted and the stones now have been lying

" for a long while ready near the pool proposed to be revetted. The Hospet Taluk Board

" has no funds available to spend under the head of water-supply. At the same time as
it is absolutely necessary to alleviate real distress caused by want of drinking-water in
cases where the ryots arezzmable to help themselves, I have called for estimates and
intend to apply for a special?. $ment to meet the need as soon as the amount required
for the purpose can be approximately estimated.

16. I visited the Antapur valley from Daroji on February 6th and inspected
the test work of clearing prickly-pear on the Avinama}dggu supply channel. The
country is much overgrown with prickly-pear, and the soil is generally poor and stony.
Two or three villages, such as, Rajapur and Ubbalagandi lying near the Sandur hills,
as also Tumati, had comparatively good crops, and even elsewhere the loss of crop 1s to
some extent mitigated by fair cultivation under wells. ~

: On my way to Antapur I passed through the villages of Torngal, Sultanpur
and Yerrabanahalli ; on the 7th I rode out to the villages of Avinamadugu and Vitla-
suram and made enquiries into the eondition of the people and the most suitable form
of rolief. 1 returned to Gadiganur by way of Kodalu and Vaddu. Almost every-
where the people seemed to be out of employment and ready to come on relief works ;
and the reality of the existence of distress was evidenced by the fact that men cg=e
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ically no pasture, and fodder is scanty. Endeavours are being

> taking of loans for the purchase of fodder ; and where fodder
isonable prices, it is proposed to prepare, by famine labour, prickly-
ler. The Board requests to be informed whether any action will be
ent on the proposal of the Sanitary Commissioner to import com-
Burma—vide B.P., dated 15th March 1897, No. 230. The
deteriorating and hundreds of them are being brought to market
 find purchasers. In Kidligi, however, the ryots have not yet

’ l!!ost stationary, except in Sanddr, where there was a sharp rise
it, the cause of which is not explained. The trade is reported to
. feared that, in parts of the district, stocks are running short. ;

1 ?,qu_ the people is reported to be generally good. The affected
creasing in extent and proposals for the opening of additional works

A large number of persons in the Head Assistant’s division are

| want of employment but unwilling to go out of their villages for
iﬁeﬁe villages should, wherever possible, be induced to take out loans
improvements, which will afford employment to- the labouring population

The numbers on works have increased by more than 4,000 during

. the number of kitchen inmates, instead of increasing proportionately,

It is remarkable that the decrease has occurred not only in some of
‘attached to relief-works but also in the public kitchen maintained
charity at Bellary. It is very likely that the relief-workers are, as the
mr,p? sharing their wage with dependants at home. Now that Circle
e been appointed, it is hoped that thorough enquiries will be made into
eserving of gratuitous relief and strenuous efforts made to overcome the
f the people to send their non-working children and infirm dependants
8. . The Collector has ordered the opening of more kitchens on works, and a

one for the benefit of the indigent gosha females in Addni town. When the

are being made in the villages from which the relief-workers come are

od, it will be found necessary to open central kitchens for groups of villages.

open such kitchens has been given by Government in its order com-
h B.P., dated 5th March 1897, No. 195.

question of paying extra wages for work done in excess of the task is
‘consideration of the Board. Payment may not be made beyond the rate for
but there does not scem to be any objection to making this on Mr. Campbell’s
fractional rise; fines are inflicted on the same plan, and the argument should
ways. In no case, however, can the A wage be exceeded.

‘Sanction has been accorded by Government for the entertainment of special
dars to expedite the disposal of loans applications pending in-the district—uvide
sanicated with B.P., dated 19th March 1897, No. 2077.

The Collecter should not submit any more jail statistics. These are now

d from the Inspector® ral of Prisons. :
With reference to péra phs 7 and 10 of Mr. Spencer’s letter, the Collector

d refer him to paragraph 2 of B.P,, dated 3rd February 1897, No. 94, and to the
_quoted therein.. 463 3 e 0 th i oh <(4) R :

2 red to by the Collector in the second paragraph *‘(4) Kemarks,

Mﬁhfhﬁem?ef? :onditionyof the people” as suitable for relief by the Indian
'Mﬁharitable Relief fund should not be put on the lists of that }E‘un(_l. Properly
ev should go to a kitchen or starve; but as the latter alternative 1s out of the
ion, the only thing to be done is to lane- them on the worksand give them light

. % Betty Higgins” was not an imaginary character, or peculiar to England:
roblem of poor persons Who will rather work to the last than ¢come on the

) is one which is constantly coming before Relief officers in all distriets. In

here is no answer more complete, to those who fear that gratuitous relief in
Kitchens is likely to be abused, than the extreme difficulty of getting people into the
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Fortnightly Narrative.

Stating, with reference to the remarks of the Board of Revenue on the — of the Bellary
Jistrict, for the period ending 15th March 1897, that the proposal of the Sanitary Commis-
sioner to import compressed fodder from Burma will be dealt with separately and that famine
Jabour might be usefully directed to the improvement of village water-supply and approving
the Board’s instructions in the matter of payment of extra wages for work done in excess of
‘the task.
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-Water-supply is diminishing in many villages. I have just
e ,_ for the sanction of Government to the utilization of surplus:
improvement of drinking-water wells. Steps are being taken to
famine labour the wells situated in villages adjoining relief-works.
‘water-supply in Sundir, wells are being cleared out and deepened
o bemg dl}g in the bed of the Narivanka. The condition of cattle
fair in Adéni and in the unaffected tracts, where there is a fair amount
deteriorating in Altr and Bellary; and in the neighbourhood of
idiganur, I found the stock looking worse than in any part of the
et visited. Over 1,000 head of cattle from adjacent taluks are graz-
4‘_:_#mam forest on payment of As. 4 per head. Kvery endeavour is
Murage-tl}e taking of loans for the purchase of fodder in tracts where:
the eattle is reported to be bad. It inquiries show that fodder cannot
reasonable prices, the question of preparing prickly-pear as a famine
ve considered.

FooD-SUPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

ineipal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of 80 tolas
i per rupee, for the period endiug 15th of March 1897.

Rice. ‘White cholam. | Yellow cholam. Ragi.

End of | End of | End of | End of | End of | End of | Knd of | End of Remarks:
last | current | last current | last current last | current
f_ort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort- fort-

night. | night. | night. | night. | night. | night. | night. | night.

967 9:67 12:90 | 1290 | 13-70 | 1397 | 1720 i Except in Harpana-
8-64 564 11-85 11-85 12-88 12 88 . it halli and Sundfir
9:18 918 11-33 11-33 13-39 13-39 16 49 A the prices are almost
2972 972 13'39 13-39 14°42 | 1442 14565 X stationary. The
8-60 810 13-30 13-30 14-40 14-40 1610 fluctuations in the
864 8-64 & ke 1391 13-91 1552 P above two places
91 545 e = 14-94 1442 1843 - have not been ex-
97 9-72 14 42 | 14-42 os 4 plained.

86 s o4

1255 12-55

L.
will be seen from the following figures the imports continue to exceed the

and it is to be feared that in parts of the district stocks are running short.
‘The net imports during the last week represent the food of about 9,500 (95,000) people:

“for a week at 1}1b. per head :—

TImports during week ending Exports during week ending

3% el Tl s s o R s M A G S St i e L LT
97th Feb. | 6th Mar. | 13th Mar. | 27th Feb: | 6th Mar. | 13th Mar..
1897. 1897. 1897. 1897. 1897. 1897.

I. MDS. L. MDS. 1. MDs. I. MDS. L. MDS.
198 38 1,250 11 238
7,086 3,987 8,056 570 287
o .o . .o 29
34 8 . 303 ¥
929 38,129 1,742 . 364
318 .o .o .

SE— pa——— P B

8,514 7,162 11,047 918

CoONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

On works.~—Generally good.

i) In villages.—Generally good. The sugarcane-crushing along the Tunga-
Radis ie giving employment to many and also to their cattle. 1t is reported that the
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L} MEeAsuRes oF RELIEF.
(1) On works—In what taluks open, and comparison of numbers—

Number employed.

Last fortnight.l This fortnight.

10,073 11,603 ! Gradual increase due to diminished demand for
18,200 19,749 | labour for agricultural operations.
3,266 4,015
2,230 2,377
746 1,150

[ — -

Total .. 34,515 38,804

(2) Gratuitous Relief.—Numbers relieved at kitchens and otherwise—

Numbers relieved
At kitchens. Weavers.

Last This. Last. This.
fortnight. | fortnight. | fortnight. | fortnight.

Alar e o . i 892 904
Bellary G .. .o .o i 203 111

Adéni s 2 sns B8 w9 827 834 751 729
Hospet i i3 Y. s e 333 310

l Hadagalli 2 BT L e fri G 24

Total ..| 2,272 2,183 751 729

(3) Private charity.—There were 172 kitchen inmates in Bellary publie kitchen
against 280 at the end of the last fortnight. The committee has to-day asked me to
. take over the kitchen. The Komati lady, Paramma, continues to feed daily about 300

_ paupers, chiefly children. A meeting in conneetion with the Indian Famine Charitable
Relief Fund was held at Bellary and committees were formed. Estimates of the
requirements of this district were also sent to the Madras Committee.

(4) Remarks.—The new work started on the Gooty road has attracted between
600 and 700 workers. Of whom 250 come from the Bellary-Moka road work. The
numbers on the Madhavaram work continue to rise rapidly and additional work will
have to be opened in that neighbourhood. The Halvi work will be started to-day.

InsPECTIONS—TALUKS AND PLACES VISITED.

'By the Collector.—Moka, Daroji, Gadigunur and Parumadevanahalli road works,
Gonahalu, Bananahalli, Bisalahalli, Amarapuram, Joluduragi, Minahalli and Siddi-
ganamola.

Deputy Collector, Adsni.—Adéni Municipal road works, Adéni-Madhavaram road
work, Balasuldoddi tank work, Pedduthumbalam, Chinnathumbalam, Balasuldoddi,
Malapalli, Sunkeswari, Sonlapalli, Sangarajamhalli, Pallepadu, Chintakunta and Kosgi.

Deputy Collector, Bellary Division—Paramadevanahalli road work, Siruguppa road
work and the kitchen ; Kolur, Bylur, Sindigiri, Sannaspur, Tekkalkota, Karilingunur,
Siruguppa, Bagavadi, Chanakanur and Boggur.

Head Assistant Collector.—Dugganatti, Teligi, Chiristahalli, Anantanahalli,
Machihalli and Harpanhalli.

General Remarks.—The Deputy Collector, Adéni Division, has been asked to open
a kitchen in Adéni town for the benefit of the indigent gosha females in Mahomedan
quarters. - The existing kitchens not being sufficient, one more kitchen has been
ordered to be opened on each of the following works in Alir taluk, viz., Chippagiri
work, Halharvi work, Aspari work and Kammerchedu work The Executive Engi-
neer has been directed to take charge of the Antapur, Vaddu and the Ballahunsi
road works which were hitherto under the control of the Local Fund Engineer. The
demand for employment will continue to grow and the numbers on works must
inorease, I fear.




r of applications pending in Alir, Bellary and Adoni is
made in Adéni is slow. The sanction of Government
for the appointment of Special Tahsildars for loans, but,
 Board, one special Tahsildar has been appointed for loans
s hoped that the progress will now be better.

wing letter from C. G. SPENCER, Esq, ‘Acting Head Assistant
Bellary, to the Collector of Bellary, dated Ist March 1897,
Tsemen thereon, dated 13th March 1897 :—

rence o your endorsement, Dis. No. 734, dated 6th February 1897, on
lebruary 1897, Mis. No. 752, requiring a report on the results of my

i and Kidligi taluks and in the Antapur valley of Hospet, I have the
T have already embodied in my fortnightly narrative most of the

srest with regard to the condition of the people, cattle and crops
ages visited by me, but at the risk of repetition I will now proceed

the impressions T gathered from my inspections.

Hospet on the 6th January, I went first to Hadagalli taluk, as special
about the relief works at Nérayanadevarakeri and Devagoudanahally.

, Mr. Lloyd, had already inspected over 25 per cent. of the affected
taluk, so that I thought it best to push on as quickly as possible to

uk, whence reports had come of greater loss of crop and where less inspec-
eady been made. At the same time I did not omit to motice on my way
ps and the condition of the people in the villages along the main road

nsi and Hadagalli and between Hadagalli and Tttigi.

t taluk between Hospet and Nérayanadevarakeri, the whole country
wilderness with hardly a green blade anywhere. ~As soon as the confines of
ak are entered, a change for the better is perceptible. At Marabbihal for
found castor-oil plants in fair condition, horse-gram with a yield rather over
1 cholum and onions under wells doing well. Women were to be seen
e fields at the horse-gram harvest for 2 annas cooly and men also had some
nt of their own, for none of the inhabitants were attending the relief work
in their midst.

At Bellahunsi, 32 men, 9 women and 12 children applied to me for the opening
works for the benefit of that village and its hamlets and adjoining villages.
coressed their unwillingness to go three and a half miles and back every day
1d the N4rayanadevarakeri supply channel work, or to leave their houses if sheds
wrnished for their habitation in the vicinity of the work. Two or 3 men of
had a somewhat starved appearance, but I think they were professional
On my special report, a_test work was opened on the 2nd February at

\i and the numbers bave risen from 40 to 220 in less than a fortnight.

%etvée‘én Bellahunsi and Hampasagar I noticed some horse-gram with an
of 4 annas and some distinetly under 4 annas. Castor was between 4 and
TIn a few fields it was very thin and must be estimated at less than 4 annas.

of about 4 annas outturn was growing, some under. About Tambrahalli
rigated sugarcane was seen in very good condition. At Hampasagar, I found
71 cholum doing well with an estimated yield of 8 annas and even over on
moistened by flooding of the Tungabhadra. The people there seemed to be in
" condition and the children well-fed and playing in the streets. It will be

mbered that a relief work was here tried fora few days as an experiment in
aber and proved a failure.

Between Hampasagar and Hadagalli, the soil is poor and the country bare.

; ¢ osulted in total failure or 2 yield of 2 annas. Some cholum
ﬁeslifls of 1'2%111 gietion and only useful for fodder, some having been grazed upon

e castor was about 4 annas. Some very short erops of horse-gram were
. Near Euvinahadagalli, I saw some withered cotton widely sown.
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asi, firka, besides sugarcane and garden crops under wells. In Choranur range
were even fewer dry crops left, but I made careful enquiries in the village about

1d, examining specimens of each sort of straw from the rick yards and the size
> cholum stalks in the fields.

13. Secondly, as to the need for relief works, I noticed that there was practically

o demand for it. In faet, it was not ti11 T reached the north-east corner of the taluk

at any people came forward to suggest the opening of works. At Bandri, Nidugurti

Mallapuram a number of ryots petitioned for relief works, but they all wanted

rks to be opened in their own villages and expressed their unwillingness to go to

any distance for work. A ecertain number of the poorer people in each village had,

~ for some time, been deriving a not very certain or remunerative livelihood by cutting

and conveying grass from the Sandur and other hills for cooly. This employment was
then diminishing and has by this time quite come to an end.

- The reason why the people who are out of employment are unwilling to resort to
relief works situated at a distance from their homes was discovered to be that in this
part of the district as woll as most of Hospet taluk, the ryots have not yet begun to sell
their cattle. The stock of fodder in Kudligi taluk, supplemented by hill grass, varies
from one month’s to three months’ supply. With this the ryots hope, not without
difficulty, to tide over the bad time coming until the rains become due without selling
their cattle and thus to be in a better position to take advantage of a more fortunate
8eason.

* 14. It may, at first sight, seem strange that there is no great demand for relief
works in a taluk where the loss of crops has been so extensive. The probable explana-
tion appears to me is that in Kddligi the villages are mostly small and the land is cul-
tivated by the ryots that own it. Consequently, there is no large eooly-population to
be thrown out of employment immediately that gricultural operations come to a stand-

- gtill. There are also more date topes and pasture land interspersed between the
eultivated area, and thus a source of employmgnt in tending sheep and cattle and other
sundry *occupati is A - /4 that T formed at the time was that no
relief works wou i idligi t ! only in the north-
east corner of the taluk.

15. Lastly, one of the most serivis features of the present distress is the failing’
of the drinking-water supply. In B/Adligi, which is essentially a dry taluk, it came to
my notice that in several villaggs, notably Dhupadahally, Kandagal, Morabahalli,
Ammankeri, Appayyanahalli, Ztazanahalli, Yerrainahally, Hirekeriyaginahally, Mal-
lapuram and Kondapuram, muc difficulty was being felt owing to the supply of drinking-
water going out or becoming (8o sca people were standing waiting for hours
before they could fill a few cofjoanut shells. At Seliappenahally the well commenced
in a previous famine year req ires to be revetted and the stones now have been lying
“3or a long while ready near th(s pool proposed to be revetted. The Hospet Taluk Board
has no funds available to spend under the head of water-supply. At the same time as
it is absolutely necessary to alleviate real distress caused by want of drinking-water in
cases where the ryots are unable to help themselves, I have called for estimates and

intend to apply for a specia! allotment to meet the need as‘soon as the amount required

for the purpose can be approximately estimated.

16. I visited the Antapur valley from Daroji on February 6th and inspected
the test work of clearing prickly-peat on the Avinamadugu supply channel. The
country is much overgrown with prickly-pear, and the soil is generally poor and stony.
Two or three villages, such as, Rajapur and Ubbalagandi lying near the Sandur hills,
as also Tumati, had comparatively good crops, and even elsewhere the loss of crop is to

.

some extent mitigated by fair cultivation under wells.

On my way to Antapur T passed through the villages of Torngal, Sultanpur
and Yerrabanahalli ; on the Tth I rode out to the villages of Avinamadugu and Vitla-
puram and made enquiries into the condition of the people and the most suitable form
of relief. 1 returned fo Gadiganur by way of Kodalu and Vaddu. Almost every-
where the people seemed to be out of employment and ready to come on relief works ;
and the reality of the existence of distress was ovidenced by the fact that men came




‘no pasture, and fodder is scanty. Endeavours are being

of loans for the purchase of fodder; and where fodder

ble prices, it is proposed to prepare, by famine labour, prickly-

. The Board requests to be informed whether any action will be
on the proposal of the Sanitary Commissioner to import com-
urma—vide B.P.; dated 15th March 1897, No. 230. The
ﬂmoratmg and hundreds of them are being brought to market

ind purchasers. In Kudligi, however, the ryots have not yet
.

‘almost stationary, except in Sandir, where there was a sharp rise
‘cause of which is not explained. The trade is reported to
red that, in parts of the district, stocks are running short.

of the people is reported to be generally good. The affected

easing in ext%ut and proposals for the opening of additional works

A large number of persons in the Head Assistant’s division are

want of employment but unwilling to go out of their villages for

‘these villages should, wherever possible, be induced to take out loans

improvements, which will afford employment to the labouring population

" The numbers on works have increased by more than 4,000 during

the number of kitchen inmates, instead of increasing proportionately,

It is remarkable that the decrease has occurred not only in some of

atbached to relief-works but also in the public kitchen maintained

charity at Bellary. It is very likely that the relief-workers are, as the

s, sharing their wage with dependants at home. Now that Circle

been appointed, it 1s hoped that thorough enquiries will be made into

erving of gratuitous relief and strenuous efforts made to overcome the

of the people to send their non-working children and infirm dependants

. The Collector has ordered the opening of more kitchens on works, and a

or the benefit of the indigent gosha females in Adéni town. When the

are being made in the villages from which the relief-workers come are

‘will be found necessary to open central kitchens for groups of villages.

1 o open such kitchens has been given by Government in its.order com-
with B.P., dated 5th March 1897, No. 195.

(question of paying extra wages for work done in excess: of the task is

‘consideration of the Board. ~Payment may not be made beyond the rate for

. but there does not seem to be any objection to making this on Mr. Campbell’s

Yy a fractional rise; fines are inflicted on the same plan, and the argument should
both ways. In no case, however, can the A wage be exceeded.

Sanetion has been accorded by Government for the entertainment of special
dars to expedite the disposal of loans applications: pending in the district—vide
communicated with B.P., dated 19th March 1897, No. 2077.

s 8% ’l[he Collector should not submit any more jail statistics. These are now

ed from the Inspector-General of Prisons.

9. With reference to paragraphs 7 and 10 of Mr. Spencer’s letter; the Collector

uld refer him to paragraph 2 of B.P., dated 3rd February 1897, No. 94, and to the
B.Ps. quoted therein. : b
. .10. The cases referred to by the Collector 1 the second paragraph *(4) Remarks,”
uder ~der the heading ¢ condition of the people” ‘as suitable for relief by the Indian
Famine Charitable Relief fund should not be put on the lists of that Fund. Properly
‘they should go to 2 kitchen or starve; but as the latter alternative 1s out of the
question, the only thing to be done is to leave them on the works and give thgm light
casks. ¢ Betty Higgins” was not an imaginary character, or pecuhar“ to England :
the problem of poor persons who will rather work to the last than ““ come on the
~ish ” is one which is constantly coming before Relief officers in all districts. Inm
fact there is no answer more complete, to those who fear that gratuitous relief in
kitehens is likely to be abused, than the extreme difficulty of getting people into-the
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kitchens at all. There are two blind men and a nursing mother with twin babies of
about five months old on the work at Yadiki. All three should be in the kitchen,
but nothing will induce them to go. ‘Ihe spirit is a good one. More success is to be
hoped from the children and the destitutes in villages, and special attention should be
given to the kitchens in Bellary taluk which are almost empty. The Board is aware
that the Deputy Collector, M.R.Ry. T. Rama Rao, has not been remiss in the matter,
and that he should have failed shows how very deeprooted the objection to kitchens
is. 1t is worth noting that the Telugu seems to be much more ditficult to deal with
in this matter than the Tamil.

11. With reference to the last paragraph of the Collector’s narrative under the
heading * condition of the people,” the Board would observe that he is, of course,
perfectly capable of judging of the condition of workers who are in good health or
unmistakably bad health. It is where the workers are, so to speak, *‘ on the turn”
that a difficulty arises in deciding on their condition. It is here that famine ex-
perience and medical training come in 80 useful® There is no Royal Road to the
knowledge required ; but there is one hint which the Colleetor will find useful :—For
ordinary inspections the morning is a very good time ; but, when the object in view
is to test the physical condition of the people, the proper time to inspect is the
evening, when the day’s work is nearly done. Then the workers who are in poor

condition will show signs of exhaustion which are not visible in the morning.

12. The two reports herewith recorded are very interesting, and show manv
traces of personal ivterest and investigation. It must relieve Mr. Stuart of much
anxiety to have so conscientious an officer in charge of the Hospet division.

(True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,

Famine Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenune Department.
,,  Collector of Bellary.
Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner.
= Collectors of other affected districts.

Orper—No. 299, Revenue, dated 5th May 1897.

e —————————— :
A The proposal of the Sanitary Com-
g SR missioner to import compressed fodder
will be dealt with separately.
9. The instructions issued in paragraph 6 are approved.

3. In regard to the failure of the drinking water supply referred to in paragraph
15 of the Head Assistant Collector’s report, the Government is of opinion that famine
labour, either by task work or by piece work or on ordinary contract, at low rates,
might be usefully directed to the improvement of village water supply in the Kuadligi
faluk and elsewhere. The Board has already been called upon to consider this pro-
posal and propose a scheme (vide G.0., No. 272, dated 27th April 1897).

(True Extract.)

(Rigned) G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.,

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records snd Agriculture).
,,. the Local and Municipal Department.
,» the Public Works Department.
,» the Financial Department.
,, the Accountant-General.

‘Exd. Shaik Karim,
70 Copies.
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