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Kois of Bhadrachalam Taluk, Godavari District.
Passing orders on the question of the grant of gratuitous relief and grain doles to the —,
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Reap—the following letter from the Honoyrary Secretaries to the Indian Famine
Charitable Relief Fund, Madras Branch, to the Acting Secretary to Govern-

ment, Revenue Department, dated 8th April 1897 :— =~

We are requested by the Executive Committee to forward, for your infor &7&‘ L
letters received from two gentlemen in Bhadrichalam taluk describing the present

distressful condition of the Kois. The Executive Committee has mm’itt,q:i‘ 8. 2,00
to the Governor’s Agent for distribution amongst these people, as he may think
proper; but it begs respectfully to point out to Government that the resources at its

command will not suffice for anything more than partial relief in this direction. ©
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DISTRESS IN UPPER GODAVARL = ¢
The following letters have been sent to the Madras Committee of the Indias’ Famine
Charitable Relief Fund by Mr. H. H. Ward, of the Forest Department, and the Rev. J, Cain,
of the C.M.8., who were invited to express their views on the condition of the Kois in the
Agency taluk of Bhadrichalam — - ; bas oW edd aoilerista musd
- Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 13th instant. "ﬂ,{ﬂ
sible for me to give an account of the condition of the Kois in the whole of this taluk, as
is'a considerable part of it that' we "have not visited this year in consequence of the lack of
drinking water. 1 can answer for'the condition of most of the villages around hete, and:
will send this letter on to Mr. Ward, asking him to add his remarks, as he lives at the other end
of ‘the taluk, and is well acquainted with the villages there. o bedism (emows e bivs-yhson
. Most of the Kois live in villages away from the banks of the G6, "é.‘gv%ri,"&dix bsts
the land which they cultivate is light and of little depth, so that failure of rain is most di
trous to them. Those villages on the banks of the Sabari and Gédﬁ.?'ﬁ ‘which had a seasons
day’s rain in October or November have had a fair cholum crop. The villages whose ¢ ps were
the greatest failure principally lie to the north and east of Dummagudem- The early, that is; t
konda jonna, crop was not more than a four-anna crop, and the later jonna crop. WS 8 W ik
in the ‘inland villages. Twelve miles farther up the river this later crop was a splendid one.
T%e:y had the rain which so utterly failed here, and the soil of th illages is dark black-

cotton soil, not a thin soil on the top of limestone. There is now before me a list of 20 vil
within 9 miles of us, in none of vi’[ﬁich was there enongh erop to “ put a threshing floor * for
the cholum. This month and April are the months in whicgith‘ye" oﬁ;ﬁ joy themselves and
have most of their m&rria%e,a‘;j‘thm' year up to the present time there '&lﬂly?‘*ljééﬁ@ié’\ n all
<BATEL G % ;_:’:fm;

iy &

these villages and this would not have taken place if a friendly merci:iiﬂtiz‘l:v_mmma s

not supplied the grain for the feast. At this season, the Kois, being ‘a good natur: ‘improvi-

dent lot of people, uﬂmﬂi sell cholum on their floors at from suﬁfzzzxﬁ for the ropee; this

year, there is none to be had in any Koir village around here and the_price in the Dummaguden
azaar is 11 seers to the rupee (and there is not very mﬂéh'iif'it‘,'éf e ryots in the v?”\

wqug the crop has been fair, refuse to sell and are storing it away for fear of another famine

Ragi is boing imported from Rajahmundry to Bhadréchalam and being carted on hers,

price is 12 seers to the rupeo (and this is not the staplo food of the tal

<, In the months December, January and February. the Kois dug up all kinds ’
out the supplies of grain, but this supply is_quite exhausted, and the ?fts-;?df.‘, the embr .
M»’mmmmda but these are not very sustaining. The some of the acacias
and. the spondia mangifera was obtainable a few weeks ago, but the Kois complaine um.
was more satisfying than nourishing, and that their digestive organs suffered from the use

this mpngkm\?of,zdw- +They always look forward to the omg?ghq‘ lowers o the bassia
latifolia, but there does not seem to be more than half the usual crop of mm, %

No. 277, Revenuvr, 29ta Aprin 1897.

strange to say, the flying foxes in some villages are levying contributions from these trees.
The kernels of the tamarind stones are now being eaten. But none of the above are sufficient
of themselves to keep up the strength of hard-working cultivators, and the general health of
the people is suffering.

All the Kois are cultivators ; their villages are small; and the headman of each village
apportionates out the land and is responsible to Government or the zemindar for the rent. In
most instances the headman is the best off man in the village and takes care to keep so.

The reasons why the Kois refused to go to the test-relief works are as follows : —

(1) The pay is very small, and many of them were imbned with the idea that the Gov-
ernment intended to get a full day’s work out of them for a third of the usual rate of pay-
The Kois are a very suspicious folk.

(2) Many of them get at this time of the year a few days work every week in Dumma-
gudem and other villages on the banks of the river. A man told me this morning that he had
earned 12 annas'in three days in Dummagudem and that at the relief camp it would have taken
him eight days to earn the same, and that at a distance of 10 miles from home.

(3) A dislike of breaking up their homes, leaving their cattle, &c., behind them, and
going to a style of work, the like of which neither they nor their forefathers had ever seen.

~ (4) A kind of fatalistic notion that some way or other something will turn up nearer
their homes by which they may live. The reply of one of the headmen to the Special
Assistant Agent illustrates their recklessness. ¢ Well, sw:pose, you do not get food you must
die ”” was the remark of the Special Assistant Agent.  Well, if we die we will throw out our
corpses and the kites and the vultures will come and eat them ” was the answer.

There can be no harvest for six months, and it is utterly impossible for all around here
to live and carry on their usual cultivation. What would have been the best way, if it had
been feasible, would have been some small improvements rouud or near each village, or iun the
forest near. But as most of the villages are on zemindari land, I do not see how the Govern-
ment could have undertaken it. Our old friend Major-Generel Haig, R.E., hearing in
November-December of the failure of the crops around, set to work to gather subscriptions
amongst his friends, and has sent us over Rs. 4,000. (He raised the most of this before the
Mansion House Fund was started.). With this we have helped some to repair their own tank,
clear out three wells, given yarn to poor weavers, distributed grain to the utterly destitute.
Our policy is that of the Relief Fund, viz., to help the people to help themselves, and to save
from starvation the women and children. We have had to get up and are still getting up ragi
from Rajahmundry, as cholum is not to be had here in any quantity, and, if we have sufficient
funds, we hope to supply the poorest with seed-grain when the early rains set in.

The more we think over the problem here, the more we feel that relief works, in the usual
acceptance of that term, would be oat of place. They would be too costly. If there were
some way for the Government to supply grain to the most destitute, relief would reach the
needy and no money wasted on elaborate organisation, necessary enough in other places, but
too wasteful here. Our fear is that the Kois, in many instances, will just let matters drift on,
until they become too weak to do anything, and, as soon as the rains set in, gradually succumb.
As far as lies in our power, we wish to prevent this in the neighbouring villages. But we do
not wish to apply to your Committee until it is absolutely necessary to do so.

DuMmAcuDEN, (Signed) J. CAIN.
18th March 1897.

_ Sir,—The Rev. Mr. Cain in sending his letter to you, to me for persual, has asked me to
give my opinion of the condition of the Kois, &c., in this taluk and I shall try to do so well
and as briefly asI can, Except a field or two in each of half-a-dozen villages the rice crop
completely failled and the sama except in a few villages in the Bhadrdchalam range and in one
hill villagg of four families in the Rékapalle range withered and yielded nothing. The konda
jonna was a complete failure, except in two villages and I saw only two good fields of manchi
jonna in a four months’ tour, ‘lhe above applies to the villages away from the rivers Géd4vari
and Sabari, But even here though the manchi jonna yielded well, the minor crops such as
ginjelly, caster, greens and horsegram failed, and in some villages on the Sabari there was
a total failure of crops, Fortunately this year there has been a bumper crop of Toomiki fruit
and the people have been liying on this and the small quantities of rain got in exchange for the
frait, supplemented by the leaves of the bothi (a creeper), &c. In several villages the men only
have toddy in addition. But the toomiki fruit and bothi leaves will give out by the end of
this month and toddy by the middle of next. Mhowa flowers are being gathered now ; bat the
crop this year is very poor, & four-anna one [ estimate,'m some villages much l.ess.. The man
crop has completely failed and the yield of tamarind is very small. The majority of the Kois
and Reddies at the best of times live from hand to mouth and in ordinary seasons suffer to a
certain extent on the failure of one or more of the minor sources mentioned above, especially
for the last month or two before the early harvest of punasa rice or sama. This year I am
afraid they will suffer actual starvation from June to November. .
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The Kois and Reddies will not come to ordinary relief works because if they did, ¢
agricultural work would suffer. Till the end of May they wiil be mﬁa@d“ cutting
burning their podus and in June and July in plonghing and sowing. In August and Septemb,
they will have nothing to do, but it is the season of the heaviest rains here when little work
any kind can be done. 4 : Eiaa

CHINTUR, (Signed)  ‘H. H. WARD,
22nd March 1897. : L ul s i

\

Orper—No. 277, Revenue, dated 29th April 1897. fre s LT RGE
PR - In the two letters read above
LS forwarded by the Honourary Secretaries,
Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Madras
Branch, and in some others that have been brought to the notice of Government, it is
stated that the Kois of the Bhadrichalam taluk are very badly off, that they will not
go to relief works and that they will probably suffer actual starvation from June to
November. Test works which have been tried in the taluk have failed to attract any
labourers. The case therefore seems to be one which should be met by giving gratuitous
relief in the shape of grain doles distributed in the villages under section 75 et. seq. of the
Famine Code. In view, however, of the fact that the reports of the Divisional officers
give a more hopeful view of the present condition of these people than those contained
in the above letters the Government resolves before taking any action in the matter
with a view to save time, to refer the papers for report through the Commissioner
direct to the Collector who has reported that he is going to visit Bhadrdchalam
himself immediately, and is now probably on his way to the taluk, He is at the same
time authorized to open kitchens or give grain doles under section 75 ef. seq. of the
Code if he considers that the case is really urgent and that the Kois are actually

starving. : :
. (True Extract.) it it

f""{ Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
:  Land Records and Agriculture).
the Collector of Gédévari,
the Local and Municipal Department.
the Financial Department. ; :
the Public Works Department -] pals
the Accountant-General. :
Honourary Secretaries, Indian Famine Charitable :
Relief Fund, Madras Branch.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following letter from the Hononrary Secretaries to the Indian Famine
Charitable Relief Fund, Madras Branch, to the Acting Secretary to Govern-
ment, Revenue Department, dated 8th April 1897 :—

We are requested by the Executive Committee to forward, for your information,
letters received from two gentlemen in Bhadréchalam taluk describing the present:
distressful condition of the Kois. The Executive Committee has remitted Rs. 2,000
to the Governor’s Agent for distribution amongst these people, as he may think
proper; but it begs respectfully to point out to Government that the resources at its
command will not suffice for anything more than partial relief in this direction.

ENCLOSURE.

DISTRESS IN UPPER GODAVARL

The following letters have been sent to the Madras Committee of the Indian Famine
Charitable Relief Fund by Mr. H. H. Ward, of the Forest Department, and the Rev. J. Cain,
of the C.M.8,, who were invited to express their views on the condition of the Koisin the
Agency taluk of Bhadréchalam :—

Sir,—Lhave the honour to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 13th instant. It is impos-
sible for me to give an account of the condition of the Kois in the whole of this taluk, as there
is a considerable part of it that we have not visited this year in consequence of the lack of
drinking water. 1 can answer for the condition of wost of the villages around here, and
will send this letter on to Mr. Ward, asking him to add his remarks, as he lives at the other end
of the taluk, and is well acquainted with the villages there.

Most of the Kois live in villages away from the banks of the Gédévari, and the soil of
the land which they cultivate is light and of little depth, so that failare of rain is most disas-
trous to them. Those villages on the banks of the Sabari and Gédavari which had a seasonable
day’s rain in October or November have had a fair cholum crop. The villages whose crops were
the greatest failure principally lie to the north and east of Dummagudem- The early, that is, the
konda jonna, Crop was not more than a four-anna crop, and the later jonna crop was a total failure
in the "inland v£lages. Twelye miles farther up the river this Jater crop was a splendid one.
They had the rain which so utterly failed here, and the soil of those villages is dark black-
cotton soil, not a thin soil on the top of limestone. There is now before me a list of 20 villages
within 9 miles of us, in none of which was there enough crop to put a threshing floor ” for
the cholum. This month and April are the months in which the Kois enjoy themselves and
have most of their marriages ; this year up to the present time there has only been one in all
these villages and this would not have taken place if a friendly merchant in Dummagudem had
not supplied the grain for the feast. At this season, the Kois, being a good natured improvi-
dent lot of people, usnally sell cholum on their floors at from 30-40 seers for the ropee ; this
year, there s none to be had in any Koir village around here and the price in the Dummagudem
bazaar is 11 seers to the rupee (and there is not very much of it, as the ryots in the villages
where the crop has been fair, refuse to sell and are storing it away for fear of another famine).
Ragi is being jmported from Rajahmundry to Bhadrichalam and being carted on here, so the
price is 12 seers to the rupee (and this is not the staple food of the teluk).

In the months December, January and February the Kois dug up all kinds of roots to eke
out the supplies of grain, but this supply is quite exhausted, and the fruits of the embryoptert
glutinifera are being used, but these are not very sustaining. The gum of some of the acacias
and the spondia mangifera Was obtainable & few weeks ago, but the Kois complained that gum
was more satisfying than nourishing, and that their digestive organs suffered from the use of
this new kind of diet. They always look forward to the crop of the flowers of the bassia

latifolia, but there does not seem to be more than half the usual crop of these flowers, and,
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Kois of Bhadrachalam Taluk, Godavari District.

Passing orders on the question of the grant of gratuitous relief and grain doles %o the —. !
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Raap—the following letter from the Hpnbnraryﬁgeremmg(tq' t ’ |
eCha.rita‘bleglieliei Fund, Madras Branch, to the Acting Secretary to Govern-

ment, Revenue Department, dated 8th April 1897:— b A (B
i 1 ' ' our information,
We are requested by the Executiv® Committee to forward, for your information,
letters ieoeivreeg from tvyvo gentlemen 11 Bhad_..ré.chnlam.taluk deseribing the pwq; sl
distresstul condition of the Kois. The Executive Committee has remitted Rs. 2,000 -
to the Governor’s Agent for distribution amongst these people, as he may think
roper; but it begs respectfully to point out to Government that the resources at its
Eommaild will not suffice for anything more than partml relief in this direction. =
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i ' ont to the Madras Committee of the Indian Famine

b 'ah?ﬂf;ﬂll{::{i]elig F}g;tgrgyh ;;:. }];F.e%.sgvard, of the Forest Department, and the Rev. J. Caim, **
Sf 9;\:.8&0 S, who were imvited to express their views on the condition of the Koisin the ;
/ e ; = e FRIE N E i
Agency taluk of Bhadréchalam :—

o ¥ ledge teceipt of yours of the 13th insta;'nt- It is im; osn £
Sir,—T have the honour to acknowleC2 FHeER, R L4, Nng whole of this taluk, as there
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gl 1 L f can answer for the condition of most of the villages around here, and
drinking W8 €% for the o him to add his remarks, as he lives st the othorond -
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will send this letter on to Mr. Ward, agth the Villiget thire,

'+ taluk, and is well acquainted Wi i) R N
3 tJh;{ost o,f the Kois liv: in villages 8Way from the banks of the Go6davari, and the SQir,Qg._f =
the land which they caltivate is light and of little depth, so that fmlure‘ of rain is most disas-
t . to them. Those villages on the banks of the Sabari and Gédavari which had a seasonable =
dr: u’ss rain in 6ctober or November have had a fair cholum crop. The villages whose éropg were
thg greatest failure principally lie to the north and east of Dummagudem* The early, that is, the
konda jonna, crop was not more than a four-anna crop, and the later jonna crop was a total failare -
in the 'inlan:l villages. Twelve miles fa}'ther up the river this Jater crop was a._aplendld ohos
1'.ll“‘he had the rain which so utterly failed here, and the soil of these villages is dark black-
¢ tgn soil, not a thin soil on the top of limestone. There is now before me a list of 20 villages
(ﬁhi.n 9 miles of us, in none of which was there enough erop to “ put a t reshing floor 7 for
riae cholum. - This month and April are the months in which the Kois emjoy themselves a
have most of their marriages ; this year up to the present time there has only been one in
) vi and this would not bave tal;}elt}_ place if fh fn}gn{ll_y bzgig;:ghagg gpa])gg;m@%qggm{_#;
pli $his wou ¢ 5O 2VE. % this season, the Kois, being a good, natnred 1mpro¥
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 price is 12 seers fo the rupee (snd this is not the staple food of the telpk). . .\ . .
 fn the months December, Janusry and Febraary the Kois dug up all kinds of roots
‘W iﬁppliés of gra.in, but this supply 18 :qmtafexhat.mfped,f&nd ‘the fruits Of the Wﬂ%ﬂ( 1y
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e ban nourishing, and “that their digestive organs suffered from . the use of .
’d’aiw, - They “always look forward to the crop of the flowers of the bassia
bat there does not seem to be Tore than half theusual crop of these flowers, and,.
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;'ntmuge to say, the flying foxes in some villages are levying contributions from these trees.

The kernels of the tamarind stones are now being eaten. But none of the above are sufficient
of themselves to keep up the strength of hard-working cultivators, and the general health of
the people is suffering.

All the Kois are cultivators; their villages are small; and the headman of each village
apportionates out the land and is responsible to Government or the zemindar for the rent. In
most instances the headman is the best off man in the village and takes care to keep so.

The reasons why the Kois refused to go to the test-relief works are as follows : —

(1) The pay is very small, and many of them were imbued with the idea that the Gov-
ernment intended to get a full day’s work out of them for a third of the usual rate of pay.
The Kois are a very suspicious folk.

(2) Many of them get at this time of the year a fow days work every week in Dumma-

dem and other villages on the banks of the river. A man told me this morning that he had
earned 12 annas in three days in Dummagudem and that at the relief camp it would have taken
him eight days to earn the same, and that at a distance of 10 miles from home.

(3) A dislike of breaking up their homes, leaving their cattle, &c., behind them, and
going to a style of work, the like of which neither they nor their forefathers had ever seen.

(4) A kind of fatalistic notion that some way or other something will turn up mnearer
their homes by which they may live. The reply of one of the headmen to the Special
Assistant Agent illustrates their recklessness.  © Well, suppose, you do not get food you must
die ”” was the remark of the Special Assistant Agent. “ Well, if we die we will throw out our
corpses and the kites and the valtures will come and eat them ’ was the answer.

There can be no harvest for six months, and it is utterly impossible for all around here
%o live and carry on their usual cultivation. What would have been the best way, if it had
been feasible, would have been some small improvements round or near each village, or in the
forest near. But as most of the villages are on zemindari land, I do not see how the Govern-
ment could have undertaken it. Our old friend Major-Generel Haig, R.E., hearing in
November-December of the failure of the crops around, set to work to gather subscriptions
amongst his friends, and has sent us over Rs. 4,000. (He raised the most of this before the
Munsion House Fund was started.) With this we have helped some to repair their own tank,
clear out three wells, given yarn to poor weavers, distributed grain to the utterly destitute.
Our policy is that of the Relief Fund, viz., to help the people to help themselves, and to save
from starvation the women and children. We have had to get up and are still getting up ragi
from Rajahmundry, as cholum is not to be had here in any quantity, and, if we have sufficient
funds, we hope to supply the poorest with seed-grain when the early rains set in.

The more we think over the problem here, the more we feel that relief works, in the usual
acceptance of that term, would be out of place. They would be too costly. If there were
some way for the Government to supply grain to the most destitute, relief would reach the
needy and no money wasted on elaborate organisation, necessary enough in other places, but
too wasteful here. Our fear is that the Kois, in many instances, will just let matters drift on,
until they become too weak to do snything, and, as soon as the rains set in, gradually succumb.
As far as lies in our power, we wish to prevent this in the neighbouring villages. - But we do
not wish to apply to your Committee until it is absolutely necessary to do so.

DUMMAGUDEM, (Signed) J.. CAIN.

18th March 1897.

Sir,—The Rev. Mr. Cain in sending his letter to you, to me for persual, has asked me to
give my opinion of the condition of the Kois, &c., in this taluk and I shall try to do so well
and as briefly asI can. Except a field or two in each of half-a-dozen villages the rice crop
completely failed and the sama excopt in a few villages in the Bhadréchalam range and in one
hill village of four families in the Rékapalle range withered and yielded nothing. The konda
jonna was a complete failure, except in two villages and I saw only two good fields of manchi
jonna in a four months’ toar. ‘The above applies to the villages away from the rivers Gédavari
and Sabari, Buteven here though the manchi jonna yielded well, the minor crops such as

injelly, caster, greens and horsegram failed, and in some villages on the Sabari’there was
a total failure of crops. Fortunately this year there has been a bumper crop of Toomiki fruit
and the people have been living on this and the small quantities of rain got in exchange for the
fruit, supplemented by the leaves of the bothi (a creeper), &o. In several villages the men only
have toddy in addition. But the toomiki fruit and bothi leaves will give out by the end of
this month and toddy by the middle of next. Mhowa flowers are being gathered now ; but the
crop this year is very poor, & four-anna one I estimate, in some villages much less. The mango
crop has completely failed and the yield of tamarind is very small. The majority of the Kois
and Reddies at the best of times live from hand to mouth and in ordinary seasons suffer to a
cortain extent on the failure of ome or more of the minor sources mentioned above, especially
for the last month or two before the early harvest of punasa rice or samsa. This year I am
afraid they will suffer actual starvation from June to November.
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The Kois and Reddies will not come to ordinary relief works because if they did, their
ged in cutting and

agricultural work would suffer. Till the end of May they wiil be enga :
burning their podus and in June and July in plonghing and sowing. In ?ugusb and September
they will have nothing to do, but it is the season of the heaviest rains here wh

any kind can be done. ;

“' - CHINTUR,
22nd March 1897.
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Miscellaneous,
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forwarded by the Honoyrary Secretaries

Branch, and in some others that have been brought to the notice of Government, it is

stated that the Kois of the Bhadrichalam taluk are very badly off, that they will not

go to relief works and that they will probably suffer actual starvation from June. to

November. Test works which have been tried in the taluk have failed to attract any

labourers. . The case therefore seems to be one which should be met by giving gratuitous
relief in the shape of grain doles distributed in the villages under section 75 eZ. seq. of the -
Famine Code. In view, however, of the faet that the reports of the Divisional officers |

give a more hopeful view of the present condition of these people than those contained 2

in the above letters the Government resolves before taking any action in the matter
with a view to save time, to refer the papers for report through the Commissioner
direct to the Collector who has reported that he is going to visit Bhadrichalam
himself immediately, and is now probably on his way to the taluk. He is at the same

time authorized to open kitchens or give grain doles under section 75 ef. seq. of the

Code if he considers that the case is really urgent and that the. Kois are actually .
starving. { 3 : 1

(True Extract.)
' (Signed)  G. STOKES, s o
Ag. Secretary to Government. .
. . . {
To the Board of Revenune (Revenue Settlement,
: Land Records and Agriculture).

,, the Collector of Gédévari.
,» the Local and Municipal Department.
,, the Financial Department. -
,, the Public Works Department. H ¥
,, the Accountant-General. 8 &
,, Honodrary Secretaries, Indian Famine Charitable
Relief Flund, Madras Branch.

Exd, Shaik Karim.

$0 Copies. -
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In the two letters read above
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v . . me villages are levying contributions from these trees.
strange to say, the fiving foxes in s(:-e now begieng eaten. But none of the above are sufficient

The kermils of ﬂif m%i){iad 820"98 ; of hard-working cultivators, and the general health of
of themselves to keep up the stren

the people is suffering. : ¢heir villages are small; and the headman of each villa%e
All the Kois are cultivators; o sponsible to Government or the zemindar for the remt. In

apportionates out the land and i; rbesf: off man in the village and takes care to keep so.
NS BBbices Hho 1111 es;c}llma].l; 1.s ! G;uged to go to the test-relief works are as follows : —
The reasons why the Kois re

: many of them were imbued with the idea that the Gov-
(1) The pay is very small, 8%,/ ©ork out of them for a third of the usual rate of pay.

-ernment intended to get a full day

The Keis ate a very suspicions follf- time of the year a few days work every week in Dumma-

(2) Many Of them get at thliks of the river. A man told me this morning that he had
gadem and other villages on the baamma.gudem and that at the relief camp it would have taken
earned 12 annas in three days in D 4 that at a distance of 10 miles from home.

h%mﬁght - s.to. vy safne, o ¢heir homes, leaving their cattle, &c., behind them, and
y (3) A dislike of breaking u]% which neither they nor their forefathers had ever seen.
going to a style of o tl?e ¥1ke e on that some way or other something will turn up nearer
(4) A kind of fatalistic not?5.0, The reply of one of the headmen to the Special
their homes by which they may i jessness. ¢ Well, suppose, you do not get food you must
Assistant Agent illustrates their 9%, gqistant Agent.  Well, if we die we will throw out our
die ”? was the remark of the Speci®’ o wil] come and eat them ”’ was the answer.

corpaes;and the kitos aad sh walte 4ix raonths, and it is ntterly impossible for all around here

There can be no harvest forlbivation. What would have been the best way, if it had
to live and carry on their usual o#" “opal] improvements rouud or near each village, or in the
been. feasible, would have bt_'en so Jages are on zemindari land, I do not see how the Gpverr_)-
forest near. But as most of the V"5, old friend Major-Generel Haig, R.E., hearing in
ment could have undertaken ‘f"e of the crops around, set to work to gather subscriptions
November-December of the failar® ‘;car Rs. 4,000. (He raised the most of this before the
amongst his friends, and has sent With this we have helped some to repair their own tank,
Mansion House Fand was started-) ' 5,0r weavers, distributed grain to the utterly destitute.
clear out three wells, given yarn 3 viz to help the people to help themselves, and to save
Our policy is that of the Relief Fu-ldren. We have had to get up and are still getting up ragt
from starvation the women a'“d_chlot to be had here in any quantity, and, if we have sufficient
from Rajahmundry, as cholum is nst with seed-grain when the early rains set in.

funds, we hope to supply tho pOore,-oble'm here, the more we feel that relief works, in the usual

The more we think over the P~ ¢ of place. They would be too costly. If there were
acceptance of that term, would b® 51y orain to the most destitute, relief would reach the
some way for the Government toaborate organisation, necessary enough in other places, but
needy and no money wasted on €7 the Kois, in many instances, will just let matters drift on,
too wasteful here. Our fear is thzﬂything, and, as soon as the rains set in, gradually succumb.
until they become too weak to do ” “t; prevent this in the neighbouring villages. But we do

As far as lies in] our poweré we “_”239 until it is absolutely necessary to do so.
: i
not wish to apply to your Lomm (Signed)

J. CAIN:
DUuMVAGUDEM,

18th March 1897.

. . gending his letter to you, to me for persual, has asked me to
Sir,—The Bev. Mr. Cain in “ ¢ the Kois, &c., in this taluk and 1 shall try to do so well
give my opinion of the conditio® _ feld or two in each of half-a-dozen villages tue rice crop
and as briefly asIcan. Excep”  qpf in a few villages in the Bhadréchalam range and in one
completely failed and the sama @"gglapalle range withered and yielded nothing. The konda
hill village of four families in th® "4 iy two villages and I saw only two good fields of manchi
jonna was a complete failure, e}"be above applies to the villages away from the rivers Gédbvari
jonoa in a four months’ toar. 1”4 the manchi jonna yielded well, the minor crops such as
and Sabari, But even here tho ogram failed, and in some villages on the Sabari there was
ginjelly, caster, greens and ho” tely this year there has been a bumper crop of Toomiki fruit
a total failure of crops. F 9"‘,"““?:)11 this and the small quantities of rain got in exchange for the
and the peoplf; have been living of the bothi (a creeper), &c. In sev_eml'vﬂlages the men only
fruit, supplemented by the leaveshe toomiki fruit and bothi leaves will give out by the end of
have toddy in addition. But " 31, of next. Mhowa flowers are being gathered now ; but the
this month and toddy by the m1® " 1 ng one I estimate, in some village{s much less. The mango
crop this year is very poor, a.fol:be yield of tamarind is very sma:ll. l‘_he majority.of the Kois
crop has completely failed aqd g live from hand to mouth and in ordinary seasons suffer to a
and Reddies at the best of t“meone or more of the minor sources menticned above, especially
certain extent on the failure of  “ihe early harvest of punasa rice or sama. This year I am
f;;r t_*gﬂt}]::‘i; :i‘ﬁlfilﬁ‘;; :cv:\(:a{')::: yation from June to November.
rai
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The Kois and Reddies will not come to ordinary relief works because if they did, their
agricultural work would suffer. Till the end of May they wiil be engaged in cutting and
burning their podus and in June and July in ploughing and sowing. In Augustand September
they will have nothing to do, but it is the season of the heaviest rains here when little work of
any kind can be done.

CHINTUR, (Signed) H. H. WARD.
22nd March 1897.

Orper—No. 277, Revenue, dated 29th April 1897,

In the two letters read above
forwarded by the Honovrary Secretaries,
Famine Charitable Relief F und, Madras
Branch, and in some others that have been brought to the notice of Government, it is
stated that the Kois of the Bhadrichalam taluk are very badly off, that they will not
go to relief works and that they will probably suffer actual starvation from June to

Miscellaneous,

November. Test works which have been tried in the taluk have failed to attract any !

labourers. The case therefore seems to be one which should be met by giving gratuitous
relief in the shape of grain doles distributed in the villages under section 75 e, seq. of the
Famine Code. In view, however, of the fact that the reports of the Divisional officers
give a more hopeful view of the present condition of these people than those contained
in the above letters the Government resolves before taking any action in the matter
with a view to save time, to refer the papers for report through the Commissioner
direct to the Collector who has reported that he is going to visit Bhadréchalam
himself immediately, and is now probably on his way to the taluk. He is at the same
time authorized to open kitchens or give grain doles under section 75 of. seq. of the
Codé if he considers that the case is really urgent and that the Kois are actually
starving,

(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,

Land Records and Agriculture).
»» the Collector of Gédévari.
»» the Local and Municipal Department.
» the Financial Department.
»» the Public Works Department,
»» the Accountant-General.
»» Honorary Secretaries, Indian Famine Charitable

Relief Fund, Madras Branch.

Exd. Shaik Karim,
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