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condition of other than stall-fed cattle is said to be bad. Cattle disease prevails in one
village of Rayadrug taluk. There were seventeen attacks and nine deaths,

AS ' Hospet division—Fodder is generally sufficient except in Hospet taluk and in
S0 MENT OF MADR 5 o'ifmd Kadlabul firkas of Hadagalli taluk. Pasture is practically #il. The con-
Holalgundi g . praciically
1 dition of cattle is generally good, but some cattle in Hospet are beginning to look thin.

General Remarks.—No fortnightly report has yet been received from the A dminis-
1 trator of Sanddru. From the season report of the last week there seems to be no room
' for anxiety. The condition of both people und cattle is reported to be good. Plough-
ing operations are proceeding briskly, but the water-sapply is stated to be insufficient.
Severe scarcity of water is apprehended in some parts of the district. Every possible ‘
attempt is being made to improve the water-supply in the affected tracts, where I am
prepared to dig wells as famine works, if it should be necessary. The allotment made
by the District Board is altogether insufficient, and I have called on the Presidents of
Taluk Boards for proposals. I hope that in many cases the villagers will give much
of the labour free. Proposals for dry remissions will be submitted shortly. The
delay is due to the Divisional Officers of Bellary and Ad¢ni not having yet submitted
their reports.

S REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
|

: Reap— the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
: (Land Records and Agriculture), dated 8th March 1897, No. 202 :

t . Read—the following Fortnightly Narrative of the Bellary district for the fortnight
8 ending 28th February 1897 :—

SraTE oF CoUNTRY.

Rainfall and Waler-supply.—There were nine cents of rain at Yemmiganiiru on
18th February 1897. There was also a slight drizzle in other parts of the district, but
the quantity was not sufficient to register.

L Drinking water-supply is generally sufficient except in a few villages of Adéni

‘ taluk, four villages in Harpanahalli and Bellary and parts of Aldr, Hadagalli, Hospet
and Kudligi with the exception of river-fed channels and tanks fed by them and a few
irrigation wells : the irrigation sources are either dry or contain an insufficient supply.

Foop-suPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

Prices of principal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of 80 tolas per
rupee, for the period ending 28th of February 1897,

Agricultural operations and condition of standing crops— Adéni division.—Fields are toi bt bl e
being ploughed and cleared of nuth grass. Second crop paddy is being sown under
the Rampur channel. Cotton-picking still continues. The outturn is estimated at Stbions. | Fng of | Endof | goq op | Bnd of | g of | Endof | g op | Emd of i
/ 8 to 12 annas by the Tahsildar of Ad6ni and at 2 to 6 annas by the Divisional-officer. s fort) ©gCTiR" las iy “fort. fost et tort- 1&3;{,’?' fort-
I think the former is more nearly correct. The white cholum sown prior to the rains night. | % | night. | T8 | night. B Bl

l night,

T T AR T

of November is in a fair condition (but its extent is limited), while nearly the whole
of that sown subsequently has withered. The garden crops in Adéni are in good

at [uEney. ; . 1 C ¢ _ Adgni .. ..| 918 | 967 |12:36 | 1290 | 1343 | 13-70 | 1666 | 1720 |Slight #all in Adéni and
condition. Castor is fair in Adéni and is estimated to yleld 8 annas. It is beginning

Rayadrug, due probably

“3a e ’ v . S » 3 £ °E 864 864 11-85 11:85 1288 | 12-88 . % to increase of Jimports.
to wiltin Alir. The cotton and white cholum, said to be fair in Alir, are estimated i Blight rise in Hadagall,
to yield an outturn of 4 annas, Bellary .. .| 918 | 918 | 1133 | 1138 | 1839 | 1339 | 1649 | 1649 | Kudligi and Harpana-

halli, due probably to the
. 72 972 1236 | 13'39 13-39 1442 14-55 14556 rophecy * at the Mylar
Raysdrug e : })est-ivnl that prices will

Bellary division.—Oil seeds, cotton and horse-gram have been harvested in

Rayadrug taluk, average yield being 4 to 6 annas. Second crop paddy is being sown Hospet ..  ..| 910 | 860 | 1330 | 13:30 | 1440 | 1440 | 1550, | 1600 | riseand the consequent

. . 1d or . ihclding of ook
£ in Rayadrug. Oil-seed, cotton and bengal-gram are fair in Rayadrug. There is Kedligi ., .| 864 | 864 | .. o ess | 1o0r | issr | 1061 (e Ge o e e
3 little or no hope of the crops sown after the November rains coming to maturity, and ! _ {5l [

4 they are already being cut for fodder. The area covered by these crops is some. et (R LY LY 2 4100 LIRSS

'i what large. Hadagali .| o72 | o712 | .. oo | 1545 | 1442 e

.L Hospet dzZm’sion.—Cottoq and oil-seeds _are being picked and dhall and horse- Average .| 966 | 917 | 1224 | 12:66 | 14-10 | 1442 | 1619 | 1636

4 gram harvested in Harpanahalli, outturn rangmg, from 4 to 8 annas. In most places Bandérn.. . | . 860 | .. . oo | 1660 | .. | 1990

4 lands have already been prepared for next season’s crop. White cholum has generally ¢

k- failed except in a few fields of Kdttiiru firka in Kidligi taluk and n

ear Mvylar :
Holal in the south of Hire Hadagalli firka of the Hadagalli taluk. St s e

in Hadagalli 18 poor to moderate. Sugarcane, wheat, white choly
crops under wells are in fair condition. Wet crops under river cha
are in good condition,

Supply of fodder and pasture amd condition of cattle—TF

Activity of trads.—Private trade is said to be dull in Bellary, Hospet and Hada-
galli and active elsewhere. ; ‘

From the following rail-borne traffic figures, showing the exports and imports from
and to places beyond the district, it will be seen that imports by far exceed the
exports. This has, to a certain extent, checked the rise in prices :—

anding cotton
m and garden
nnels in Hospet

odder is scanty in Alfr,

In Adéni the stocks are expected to last for two months more, but I think this isa | Btation Import Export. Remarks.
somewhat despondent estimate. There is little or no pasture. The conditi;)n of 3 . mport.

cattle is generally good in Adéni and is said to be slightly deteriorating in Algr -

Some deterioration is inevitable, and I am still of opinion that the condition of the a7 e T 198 11, | Boquides aebuing muds
cattle is by no means bad. Many are trying to sell their animals, but the market 1 E:}}fﬁy s ong Y SR 863 o whidhi e expartaaad
is very dull. Out of four hundred and fifty cattle brought to Adéni ,market during the § Adbui N0 4o 929 o imports are made.
fortnight only twenty-seven were bought by butchers for prices ranging from %s 4 3 g SRR D Bt i -

to Rs. 6 and fifty by agriculturists for Rs. 15 to Rs. 25 each ; the rest were taken back b TN . A

for want of purchasers. It is reported that seventeen cattle dj

edin H
village in Aldr taluk, where there is some little cattle disease. e sbhstan, &

: CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE.
AT ek e Wil s except in wet villages fodder is also 1) On works.—The condition of the people is good on' the whole. This is
scanty.  Erickly-pear and hill grass aro being used as fodder in many villages. The b o4 particugal)'ly the case with those who have been longest on tite works, His Excellency
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4 No. 211, Revesoe, 2618 Maxcy 1897. Sickness and Mortality.—The public health is generally good. No deaths ffrom
T R R S - b arvazico: A little small-pox is prevalent in s°“.t1]1“g Harpmfﬁmt;:ddmtlﬁnr:lme;::
the Governor visited during the fortnight the Adgni-Alx : o : v. From the mortality returns it will be seen tha g
v;lorkS, gnd thef ClllliPPigiii road works. Except ilf1 1()Illiel l;: l;::(()l ;zg:oédt?;l Elrl;?g(?:ll lilrlxcxgigir{i.uﬁné January 1897 in the taluli%ff iAslsl)ir 4 :?ieliagg ﬁdtgosii;th;:xbg;
the eondition of the workers was found to \ £ . : ne 148 256 and 190 against ’ an - ; :
states that the condition of those on Alﬂr-ésparﬁ%?«li. is ggsrl;?duty ({%“ec:'g?’ :&dﬁdl? el; 2{ de:zg?o?;u;riar. ,The attention of the District Medical officer will be drawn toftl;;is.‘
lmposeq on the labourers, but the Famine Commissioner v,vho i?;m ::d tlli > rks Itewli)ll be observed that the increase does not correspond with the severity of the
on the 18th and 19th found these labourers in fair condition, Ma[:; relief :v:;(l;ers distress, and is probably due, in a great measure, to other causes.
complained that the wages earned were not sufficient to maintain them and their , ber secking relief continues to increase, but many of these
dependants. I made careful personal inquiries on this po t Remarks.—The number & g t actually destitute. On the
s S ATt e Ta: - 18 pomnt wherever I went and I : cattle and other property and are mno nally 158
mine wage 1s generally sufficient to : people possess 9 1,079 owing to a festival at Moka,
N scribed by the code and to keep the people in good condition pn{clﬁase e 8 Bellary-Moka work the number fell from 1,381 to d, k! owlegwho cart ghve upiheir
. special report on this subject. g, s shoeadly fisde s and on the 23rd and 24th the work was deserted. Teop

wage for two days to a week for the sake of a car festival can::mtﬂlig gf 1;;1(1}:1;:;?1;%
I have directed all Divisional Officers to give their attention o_11 i 05
tasks, and I shall not be surprised to find that greater strictness wi
in number, or that it will at least check the tendency to increase.

2) In villages.—The eondition of people in villages is also .
of food (grains is, however, becoming exhausted in some f%calities angtf (:111 Rgdh(f . s;ock
been instructed fo keep a close watch over these people in view to the institll‘:ts' av;
village relief. I must here observe that there is a tendency on the part of vil]agl:rg :o
exaggerate matters. When Mr. DeWinton, Superintending Engineer, visited the
portion of Addni taluk to the north-west of Kosgi, in the beginning of thils month the
people of Kandukur, Vallur, Kambalanur and other villages represented to him that

they had been starving for want of employment. He immediately issued orders %

MEASURES OF RELIEF.

On works.—In what taluks open, and comparison of numbers,

. | . Number employed.
start some ordinary works. The Tahsildar and myself have since been to these |
villages. The people are not in bad condition and most of them refuse to work for Taluks. Y GEATT"

ight.  fortnight.
famine wage. Of the works ordered by the Superintending Engineer, two have Bodn sis oy

7.967 10,073
started, viz., the repair of a kunta at Kandukur and the clearance of prickly-pear in Adéni 16,213 18,200
Kambalanore village. I found that men were being paid 2 annas a day, women As. 1-3 g i 3,278 3,266
and children 9 pies and they were working only from 6 to 11 a.m. T have closed the ﬁ‘f}i":{ - SR 1,953 2,322
first work and have ordered the latter to be worked strictly in accordance with Ha,dl;galli 657

the Famine Code. Another work ordered by him could not be started, as the people
refused to work even on these terms. At Kosgi, a number of people came to me and
represented that they had been starving for three days. A surprise visit was paid to
the house of one of the girls who made this statement and she and her mother were
found making ragi cakes and there were in the house a bull, a cow, and two calves,
also some seed grain and fodder, besides food grains sufficient for three or four days.
The Chinnatambalam work is only about 5 miles from this village, and if the people

Total ... 380,068 34,515

Gratuitous relief—Numbers relieved at kitchens and otherwise :—

. Number relieved

were really suffering from want of food, they would resort to it as some of them have

done. But though Kosgi is thus sufficiently provided for, I think from my inspection At kitohens. Remarks.
that work is wanted in some of the villages to the west and north, and I have there- Taluks. 5 ‘

fore determined to open a test work on the Halai-Kosgi road to gauge the extent of

distress. I have ordered the full tasks to be rigidly enforced and fines to be levied T R

irrespective of the minimum. The time for granting village relief seems to be . ;

approaching, and I have already applied for permission to employ Cirele Inspectors 8 1026 | The fall in Adéni is due to the remoquffromk th:

when necessary. To meet the cases of persons whom Government relief will not L R T S 892 828 kitohen,of thiidue At °§3e§n‘h§§a::},’§°";}"n‘ftﬁ

reach, I have applied to the Madras Famine Relief Committee for an immediate grant 'ﬁﬁ‘fu{ N R Ly s i = gj,fgmhad"“g?n’;”m? children and dependants to

of Bs. 5,000. N e [ R AT
A statement showing the statistics of the District jail population is attached. : Total .. 2,272 2,333 list. :

The information furnished by the Divisional Officers is again incomplete, and their 763

attention will be drawn to this omission. E W e A ot L e 751

Brarement showing the admissions of convicted prisoners in the Distri

t Jai
fortnight ending 28th February 1897, as compared with those foc ail, Bellary, for the

Private charity.—The number fed in the kitchen opened by the Bellary publie is

| | . i i ontinues to feed about 300
o T e penmvh i agam;'g 21;)0 ﬁgfe;nd (gaggeslz‘s gi:ﬁlf }g;malggvmﬁlfdalim has sent 1,240 clotgs
i s ~ieteibution t itu i1l be taken to distribute them as soon as the
: istribution to destitute people. Steps will be taken to di e
poat B | {?srtg ls;r;g‘:scl)(x)g requiring clI:)thI(;s already called for are received. Some of the munici

councillors and other gentlemen of Adéni distributed cloths ,to t°h?t ing?lges h([): dil;:
‘Adé6ni town kitchen in honour of His Excellency the Governor’s V(1181 : s
Committee of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund has called for prop

Male. Female, | Total.

| 2 . ; ve convened a
From 16th to 38th February 1894 ., .| 45 3 e | ' connection with measures of rghef to :ﬁsoivg&mlf:ddyy ﬁ’f‘;‘:ﬁfg‘l' Lha

Fary :ﬁ:-: G :ggg WO - ;’-} ‘ lmeeting for the 4th instant and propo A

” » " ” 1897 ., . 54 . b4 |

=
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Resolution—dated 8th March 1897, No. 202.

Submitted for the information cf Government.

9. In the eastern section of the Bellary district, the principal grain crop of the
year —white cholum—has failed almost entirely, and the earlier-sown grain crops were
very poor. ~Cotton has yielded some crop in parts of the section and failed entirely or
not been sown at all in others. The western section of the district is notso much
dependent on the late-sown cholum, but this crop has failed there also.

3. There is little or no pasture, and fodder is scanty, and the people are endeavour-
ing to sell off their cattle, but in the circumstances there are few buyers except
butchers.

4. Prices became a little easier during the period under reference, but trade is
dull, though imports are going on, and this has checked the rise of prices.

5. The condition of the people is still satisfactory, and the Collector has been
authorised to appoint Circle Inspectors in Aliir and Ad6ni to enquire into the condition
of destitute persons in the villages. The number relieved at kitehens in eonnection
with works is, however, small and it therefore appears that an undue strain is being
imposed upon the workers in their efforts to support those dependent on them. The
Collector should urge all revenue officers to use their best endeavours to overcome
the objections of the people to sending their children to the kitchens, whilst they should
see that the provision of kitchens is adequate, and arranged to suit, so far as possible,
the convenience of the people. The Revenue officers should not relax their efforts
until the number of persons receiving relief in kitchens—dependants, destitutes and
children—is 15 per cent. of the number on the works, and 20 per cent. is near the
result to be aimed at.

In the three taluks of Adéni, Alir and Bellary, there has been from October
1896 to January 1897 a considerably in-

Average. 1896-97.  oreased mortality reported, although the

Toﬁl f:gx::;l.;,tyﬁé», A NETt Gaey 777 death-rates reported are in themselves so
October to January .. 2751 8,094 low as to suggest that the reporting has
Ratio per mille— been very inefficiently done. The in-
October to January ... ... 20 22 crease has been greatest in the Aldr

taluk and demands the closest investiga-
tion of the Revenue and Sanitary officers. For the four months, it has amounted
there to 50 per cent. ; the ratio having risen from 16 to 24 per mille.

6. The progress made in the loan operations is satisfactory, and it is hoped that
the early appointment of special officers competent to deal with the numerous appli-
cations direct will expedite the operations. 1In the Allir and Bellary taluks, the num-
ber of applications at present pending for land improvement loans is very large,
whilst in the former taluk 131 applications for loans for the purchase of fodder are
also pending which demand early disposal.

7. The Collector should not submit any more figures from the jail returns : these
are being received,in a much more useful form, from the Inspector-General of Prisons.

8. No effort should be made to induce the villagers—unless they are wealthy
villagers—to contribute labour, in the present season, for the improvement of water-
supply. This is as useful a mode of employing famine labour as any other. =~

9. As regards the test-work on the Halai-Kosgi road, the Collector | -
he has ordered ¢ full tasks to be rigidly enforced, and ﬁm;s to be levie%riiig;ic?il::
of the minimum.” The Board regrets to see an order issued in such terms. To the
experienced famine officers such an order will be unnecessary, as they already know how
to administer test-works; but there are many officers who would not understand the
spirit in which, no doubt, the Collector intends that his order should be carried out,
In his late tour His Excellency the Governor of Madras is reported to have said, I
must eonfess T do not like this fining,” and thisis a pronouncement which the B:)ard
would earnestly commend to the consideration of all officers who have to deal with
relief works. The Board presumes that the ‘ full tasks” referred to are those of
Mr. Somers-Eye’s task table. These, again, require to be modified with reference to
the condition of the workers, the sex and composition of the gangs, and the distance
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which the coolies have to traverse in going to, and coming from, the work, 20 minutes
being allowed for every mile traversed each way, when the worker’s village is more
than one mile distant from the work. It is presumed also that a kitchen has been
established on the works ; for, under the Code, test-works are to be carried out in the
same way as relief works. If these conditions have not been complied with the work
is no test-work; and the Collector should see that in this case, and in the case of all
test-works opened, similar instruetions are given and enforced.

10. The inference drawn by the Collector from the fact that the labourers forsook
a work in order to attend a festival is not. correct, and does injustice to the religious
feelings of the people. The Hindu religion is not, with the masses, a decorous
sacrifice to the proprieties, but a part and parcel of their lives, and the ordinary Hindu
will rather go hungry than forego the performance of his religious duties.

11. The fact—if true, and it is no doubt in part true—that some of the people
coming to the works “are not actually destitute” is as it should be. The lessons of
1877 have been taught in vain if the perverted idea is to revive, that only those
actually and literally resourccless are to be admitted to relief works. This is simply
tantamount to saying that, ¢ until the people have been reduced to abject pauperism,
the State will not relieve them. They must sell—at a cruel saerifice—their last head
of cattle, and their seed-grain, before they qualify for earning the saweres Brot of the
famine wage, When the distress is over, the State will /end them money to buy
cattle with which to plough, and seed-grain with which to sow; and, instead of
starting them afresh in the battle of life, will send them out to struggle with a load
of debt round their necks.” This is to malign and misrepresent the intentions of the
Government.

12. In the earlier stage of famine administration in this presidency in 1877, all
who had resources of any kind ; the poor caste wife, with a ragged silk cloth ; the village
maid, with her little bravery of an agate-stone necklaee ; the honest Bhoyi not actually
emuciated by famine ; the woman whose breasts had not wholly shrivelled through
prolonged innutrition ;—all these were driven from relief, and died by hundreds of
thousands. The spirit of famine administration has now been remodelled, and all
who are willing to work should be received, without question, on the works, There
is no fear that they will come too soon ; but rather there is fear lest they should come
too late. The case of Yadiki is a notable instance in point, and the toesin of
increased mortality has already been rung in Bellary. As the Secretary of State
observed in his last speech at Ealing, ¢¢ there must be great suffering, and 7} death-
rate for the year will be abnormally high amony those who will not come to Government for
relief until they have exhausted their resources.”” Speaking elsewhere, he shows how
distress may exist ‘“though the amount of food for those who can afford to buy is as
great as ever. The difficulty, of course, does not consist in the actual absence of
food. During the Lancashire cotton famine there was plenty of food in England,
and no rise in price, but the mill hands out of work had no means of purchasing,
and there was acute distress . . . in all centres of industry.” The case in the
Deccan districts is worse. Prices have more than doubled ; even ordinary wages would
only purchase less than half the usual quantity of food; but the ordinary wage is not
to be earned, and the famine wage is far below it ; and, practically speaking, there is
absolutely no means for the common labourer, or even the poorer pattadar, to earn a live-
lihood, unless he and his come on the relief works. As the Secretary of State puts
the case, ‘‘ the distress is due to the failure of the crops over a vast area, in which
all whose daily bread depends on agriculture are d-prived of their means of a livelihood,
because there is mo work in the fields, and the swffering thus causeda 18 intensified by the
rise in the price of grain-stuffs.”’

18. The Collector anticipates that ¢ greater strictness will lead to a decrease in
number” on the works, ¢ or that it will at least check the tendency to increase,” and
has issued orders, to this end, to ¢ all Divisional Officers to give their attention to
the enforcement of tasks.” The spirit which pervades these remarks is » ot the spirit
of the Famine Code which enjoins that the destitute should be ¢ induced ” to come
to relief; nor is it the spirit in which the Secretary of State views the case. Up to
the end of next May, the numbers on relief works will, and should, go on steadily
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increasing ; and, beyond exacting from those who can work a task carefully and sym-

pathetically adjusted to their capacity and environment, no step whatever should be
taken to stem the tide of comin

S g labour, ezcept by the free grant of loans for agri-
cultural improvement, on the execution of whicl coolies can find better wages and
more humane treatment than they sometimes meet with on relief works.

14. While on this subject, the Board must refor to the fetish which is sometimes

set up, in reference to famine relief, in the shape of ¢ the interests of Government,”
as distinet from “ the interests of the people.” Salus populi suprema lez. Tt cannot be
too strongly laid down that Government has no interests which are not those of the
people. Government is the people. The interests of the Government are the interests
of the people, and the interests of the people are the interests of Government. It is
the first interest of Government to have a well nourished and prosperous peasantry. In
time of trouble it is the duty of the publie servant to take that peasantry in hand in
time, and hand it over, at the end of the trial, in a physical and moral state fit for the
resumption of the lahours of agriculture, and properly equipped for the same. To
require the poorer classes to strip themselves to the skin before giving relief would be,
not only a cruel, but also a shortsighted policy. It is foolish to take away with one
hand and give with another: it is more foolish to take away with one hand and lend
with another. The money expended on relief is not the money of Government, but the
money of the people ; and the servants of Government are the servants of the people.
The poorest cooly, who purchases a pinch of salt, contributes his quota to pay the
“ public servant,” who is at the beck and eall of his masters at all times ; but, in
times of trouble, of the poorest and meanest first. While, therefore, all due prudence
is desirable in the expenditure of public funds, on which famine makes so terrible a
drain, the famine officer must remember that the money which he spends is the
money supplied by the very workers whom he employs ; and, with due regard to
economy, should be spent freely to alleviate and prevent distress. The principle
underlying the whole Famine Code, and distinctly enunciated in the introduction
to the same, is * Benevolence first and Economy second.” It is not uncommon to find
some officers with whom Economy is first and Benevolence second. There is a lower
depth in which Economy is first and Benevolence nowhere. 1In the greatest instance
of relief on record it is narrated, first, that the Giver had compassion on the
multitude.” They are not required to be even destitute ; for the Giver would not
send them away into the villages to buy themselves victuals, for which they had the

means ; nor was the * distance test” applied, for, He said « if I send them away
for divers of them came from

fasting to their own homes, they will faint by the way,
far : ” nor was * the C, ration given; for the people “ did eat and were filled,” and
there was something over. It was only at the close that economy was remembered,
when the Giver said “gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.”
Itis not from want of humanity but from want of thought, and a capacity to feel
with and “ think themselves into” the actual position of the suffering poor, that very
conscientious and well intentioned officers sometimes regard the question of relief from
a somewhat unsympathetic standpoint. No officer of intelligence who knows the
country, and will try to think himself down into the daily Iife of the people, will
fail to realise the terrible trial through which tens of thousands of the poor in the

Deccan are now passing > When he has done this, he will have, no doubt, as to the course
to adopt, and the Famine Code is broad enough to cover all reasonable concessions
which the labourer and his dependents require.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
: Secretary,

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
,»  Collector of Bellary.

Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner. ok
» »n Collectors of other affected districts,
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ttlement,
To the Board of Revenue (Rezf:ﬂ eecoertxxlle and Agriculture).

i t
the Public Works Departmen
:: the Financial Department. p
,, the Local and Municipal Department.
,» the Accounntant-Genersl.

Exd. 0. M. Thumbaswamy.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedin
gs of the Board of Revenue (Re
(Land Records and Agriculture), dated 8th March 1897(, 1‘?:.8 ;1(1)% :S—‘itﬂement’

Read—the following Fortnightly Narrati istri
ghtly Narrative of the Bellary district f i
ending 28th February 1897 :— Ao rbigi

StATE 0F CoUNTRY.

Rainfall and Waier-supply.—There were nine cents of rain at Yemmigantiru on

18th February 1897. There was also a sli i i st
TR e 3 regisiesr jght drizzle in other parts of the district, but
Drinking water-supply is generall i i i
: j ierally sufficient except in a few villages of Adéni
ﬁﬁég‘ﬁr -V‘}Vlgﬁe:hm Ha.rpa}nahalh_ and Bellary and parts of Alur, Hadagalli, Hospet
ainern gvlells s e_ex'cep!:wn of river-fed channels and tanks fed by them and a few
ga S : the 1rrigation sources are either dry or contain an insufficient supply.

beingAgl’Z;ul};txZiai Ogeriztzom and condition of standing crops— Adéni division.—Fields are
T pugr chani 10 eeged of nuth grass. Second crop paddy is being sown under
8% 19 Sandd'® tg . T hOt'ton-plckmg still continues. The outturn is estimated at
b tadran fom{ e Tahsildar of Adéni and at 2 to 6 annas by the Divisional-officer.
S Wosstor: ler lsf more nearly correct. The white cholum ‘sown prior to the rains
i 8}:11 a lair condition (but its extent is limited), while nearly the whole
v ésm seq.uent.ly. has withered. The garden crops in Adéni are in good

1tion.  Castor 1s fair in Addni and is estimated to yield 8 annas. It is beginning

to wiltin Aldr. The cotton and whi : Y ‘ :
bo yicld s SBGHEEE Cacie white cholum, said to be fair in Alir, are estimated

Bellary division.—Oil seeds, cotton and horse i

, ) s -gram have been harvested in
:'B.ayadrug taluk, average yield being 4 to 6 annas. Second crop paddy is being sov;n
in Rayadrug. Oil-seed, cotton and bengal-gram are fair in Rayadrug. There is
11}:;1:10 or no hope of the crops sown after the November rains coming to maturity, and
wﬁztalre ah;e\ady being cut for fodder. The area covered by these crops is some-

- Hospet division.—Cotton and oil-seeds are being picked and dhall and h

gram harvested in Harpanahalli, outturn ranging from 4 to 8 annas. In :)I(l)st pi);::;
lands have already been prepared for next season’s crop. White cholum has generall
failed except in a few fields of Kéttiru firka in Kiddligi taluk and near Mylar anﬁ
Holal in the south of Hire Hadagalli firka of the Hadagalli taluk. Standing cotton
in Hadaﬁalh 1?1 poor .tofaqmdera;e. Sugarcane, wheat, white cholum and garden
crops under wells are in fair condition. Wet crops under ri i
i P er river channels in Hospet

Supply of fodder and pasture and condition of cattle—Fodder i i -
In Adéni the stocks are expected to last for two fr‘nonths morefl(%)(:tli stclfi]:lt]{ tll?isAlilslra;
somewhat despondent es.timate. There is little or no pasture. The condition of
cattle is generally good in Addni and is said to be slightly deteriorating in Aldr
Some ('letenoratlon is inevitable, and I am still of opinion that the condition of the.
cattle is by no means bad. Many are trying to sell their animals, but the market
is very dull. - Out of four hundred and fifty cattle brought to Addéni market during the
fortnight only twenty-seven were bought by butchers for prices ranging from Rs. 4
to Rs. 6 and fifty by agriculturists for Rs. 15 to Rs. 25 each ; the rest were taken back
for want of purchasers. It is reported that seventeen cattle died in Hebbatam, a
village in Alir taluk, where there is some little cattle disease. g

Bellary division.—Pasture is limited, and except in wet villages f 1
: 1 _ ges fodder is al
scanty. Prickly-pear and hill grass are being used as fodder in many villages. 'E‘hs:
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condition of other than stall-fed cattle is said to be bad. Cattle disease prevailsin one
village of Rayadrug taluk. There were seventeen attacks and nine deaths.

Hospet division.—Fodder is generally sufficient except in Hospet taluk and in
Holalgundi and Kadlabul firkas of Hadagalli taluk. Pasture is practically #z/. The con-
dition of cattle is generally good, but some cattle in Hospet are beginning to look thin.

General Remarks.—No fortnightly report has yet been received from the Adminis-
trator of Sandiru. From the season report of the last week there seems to be no room
for anxiety. The condition of both people und cattle is repo;ted to be good. Plough-
ing operations are proceeding briskly, but the water-supply is stated to be insufficient.
Severe scarcity of water is apprehended in some parts of the distriet. Kvery possible
attempt is being made to improve the water-supply in the affected tracts, where I am
prepared to dig wells as famine works, if it should be necessary. The allotment made
by the District Board is altogether insufficient, and I have called on the Presidents of
Taluk Boards for proposals. I hope that in many cases the villagers will give much
of the labour free. Proposals for dry remissions will be submitted shortly. The
delay is due to the Divisional Officers of Bellary and Adéni not having yet submitted
their reports.

Foop-SUPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

Prices of principal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of 80 tolas per
rupee, for the period ending 28th of February 1897.

Rice. White chelum. | Yellow cholum. Ragi.
Stations. End of End of End of End of Remarks.
lfi;[tldf o(;ft- current liltl%o(ft- current lzg?}o(;i" c;xrrent lg:df::t- cl;rxeut
. fort- : fort- : ort- : ort-
pight. night. njght. night. night. night. night. night.
fagm ., .| 918 o867 | 1236 | 1290 | 1343 | 1370 | 16:66 | 17:20 |BSlight fall in Adéni and
Bayudmg, due probably
~Alfir -y ot 864 864 11-85 11°85 12:88 12-88 to increase of imports.
Slight rise in Hadagalli,
Bellary .. . 9:18 9:18 11+33 11-33 13:39 13:39 16-49 1649 Kudligi and Harpana-
halli, dae probably to the
Rayadrug ar | 9202 972 | 1236 | 18'39 | 13-39 | 1442 1465 | 14'65 prophecy * at the Mylar
festival that prices will
Hospet . o | 810 860 | 13:30 | 1330 | 1440 | 1440 | 1550 | 1600 rige and the consequent
’ withholding of stocks.
‘Kadligi .. .| 864 864 v v 14-42 | 1391 | 1562 | 1652 |** G:ﬁd’and rice will be
equal.’
Harpanshali ..| 918 918 . oo 1546 | 14'04 | 1843 | 1843
Hadagalli | 972 972 ve it 15456 | 1442
Average .. | 966 917 | 1224 | 1265 | 1410 | 14+42 | 16:19 | 16:36
Sandfra .. .| .. 860 s o 5 1560 vt 19:90

Activity of trade.—Private trade is said to be dull in Bellary, Hospet and Hada-
galli and active elsewhere.

From the following rail-borne traffic figures, showing the exports and imports from
and to places beyond the distriet, it will be seen that imports by far exceed the
exports. This has, to a certain extent, checked the rise in prices :—

Station. Import. Export. Remarks.
Hospet . 4 e L 198 11 Enquiries are being made
Rellary oo ve 5% 54 7,035 570 as to the place from and
Aspari R et Sake s ) T84 303 to which the exports and
Adoni AN B o 929 i imports are made.
Kosgi v e AL 318
Total .. 8,514 884

CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

(1) On works.—The condition of the people is good on the whole. This is
particularly the case with those who have been longest on the works, His Excellency
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the Governor visited during the fortnight the Adéni-Aldr road work, Adéni municipal
works, and the Chippigiri road works. Except in one or two cases on the first work
the condition of the workers was found to be good. The Deputy Collector, Adéni,

-states that the condition of those on Aldr-Aspari road is poor, and ascribes this to fines

imposed on the labourers, but the Famine Commissioner who inspected the works
on the 18th and 19th found these labourers in fair condition. Many relief workers
complained that the wages earned were not sufficient to maintain them and their
dependants. I made careful personal inquiries on this point wherever I went and I
am satisfied that the famine wage is generally sufficient to purchase the ration pre-
scribed by the code and to keep the people in good condition. I have recently made a
special report on this subject.

(2) In villages.—The eondition of people in villages is also good. Their stock
of food grains is, however, becoming exhausted in some localitics and all Reddies have
been instructed to keep a close watch over these people in view to the institution of
village relief. I must here observe that there is a tendency on the part of villagers to
exaggerate matters. When Mr. DeWinton, Superintending Engineer, visited the
portion of Addni taluk to the north-west of Kosgi, in the beginning of this month the
people of Kandukur, Vallur, Kambalanur and other villages represented to him that
they had been starving for want of employment. He immediately issued orders to
start some ordinary works. The Tahsildar and myself have since been to these
villages. The people are not in bad condition and most of them refuse to work for
famine wage. Of the works ordered by the Superintending Engineer, two have been
started, viz., the repair of a kunta at Kandukur and the clearance of prickly-pear in
Kambalanore village. 1 found that men were being paid 2 annas a day, women As. 1-3
and children 9 pies and they were working only from 6 to 11 a.xx. [ have closed the
first work and have ordered the latter to be worked strictly in accordance with
the Famine Code. Another work ordered by him could not be started, as the people
refused to work even on these terms. At Kosgi, a number of people came to me and
represented that they had been starving for three days. A surprise visit was paid to
the house of one of the girls who made this statement and she and her mother were
found making ragi cakes and there were in the house a bull, a cow, and two calves,
also some seed grain and fodder, besides food grains sufficient for three or four days.
The Chinnatambalam work is only about 5 miles from this village, and if the people
were really suffering from want of food, they would resort to it as some of them have
done. But though Kosgi is thus sufficiently provided for, I think from my inspection
that work is wanted in some of the villages to the west and north, and I have there-
fore determined to open a test work on the Halai-Kosgi road to gauge the extent of
distress. I have ordered the full tasks to be rigidly enforced and fines to be levied
irrespective of the minimum. The time for granting village relief seems to be
approaching, and I have already applied for permission to employ Circle Inspectors
when necessary. To meet the cases of persons whom Government relief will not
reach, I have applied to the Madras Famine Relief Committee for an immediate grant
of Rs. 5,000.

A statement showing the statistics of the District jail population is attached.
The information furnished by the Divisional Officers is again incomplete, and their
attention will be drawn to this omission.

Starement showing the admissions of convieted prisoners in the District Jail, Bellary, for the
fortnight ending 28th February 1897, as compared with those for corresponding periods
during the three previous years (1894, 1895 and 1896).

Convicts.
Date.
Male. Female. Total.
From 15th to 28th February 1894 .. o7 45 8 48
” »n W0, ” 1895 .. e 46 3 49
% o DG, A 1896 .. ot 31 6 37
» n 0 » 1897 .. P 54 e B¢

L3
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Stckness and Mortality.—The public health is generally good. No deaths from
starvation. A little small-pox is prevalent in south of Harpanahalli and malarial fever
in Bellary. From the mortality returns it will be seen that the death-rate has
increased during January 1897 in the taluks of Aldr, Bellary and Hospet, the number
of deaths being 148, 266 and 190 against 101, 189 and 159 in the same month of
the previous year. The attention of the District Medical officer will be drawn to this.
It will be observed that the increase does not correspond with the severity of the
distress, and 1s probably due, in a great measure, to other causes.

Remarks.—The number seeking relief continues to increase, but many of these
people possess cattle and other property and are not actually destitute. On the
Bellary-Moka work the number fell from 1,381 to 1,079 owing to a festival at Moka,

and on the 23rd and 24th the work was deserted. People who can give up their

wage for two days to a week for the sake of a car festival cannot be in much want.
I have directed all Divisional Officers to give their attention to the enforcement of
tasks, and I shall not be surprised to find that greater strictness will lead to a decrease
in number, or that it will at least check the tendency to increase.

Mzasures or RELIEF.

On works.—In what taluks open, and comparison of numbers,

Number employed.
Taluks. S R BT

for{)x?i:'ht forql:r}:ii;ht
Adéni 2 7.967 10,073
Altr S 16,213 18,200
Bellary e 3,278 3.266
Hospet “ ... 3o i i e ot 1,953 2,230
Hadagalli ... o 657 746

Total .. 30,068 34,515

Gratuitous relief.—Numbers relieved at kitchens and otherwise :—

Number relieved

Taluks. At kitchens, : Remarks.

This fortnight.| Last fortnight.

Adéni ., . .o . oo 827 1,026 The fall in Adéni is due to the removal from the
Algr ., £ o . . 892 828 kitehen of children of other thun relief-workers.
Bellary . os s hs 203 194 Several Eersona employed in clearance of nath
Hospet .. s v “ 833 285 grass had sent their children and dependants to
Hadagalli ., o S o 17 S the kitchen, though they were able to sapport

them. All;such persons were removed fr
Total .. 2,272 2,332 list, 3 % g

‘Weavers, Adéni e o oo 751 763

Private charity.—The number fed in the kitchen opened by the Bellary public is
280 against 200 at the end of the last fortnight. Paramma continues to feed about 300
paupers, chiefly children. Raja Sir Savalay Ramaswami Mudaliar has sent 1,240 cloths
for distribution to destitute people. Steps will be taken to distribute them as soon as the
lists of persons requiring clothes already called for are received. Some of the munici-
pal councillors and other gentlemen of Adéni distributed cloths to the inmates of the
Adéni town kitchen in honour of His Excelleney the Governor’s visit. The Madras
Committee of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund has called for proposals in
connection with measures of relief to be organized by that fund. I have convened a

meeting for the 4th instant and proposals will be duly submitted.
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i Gudikambali, Vallur, Kadedoddi, Kandukur, Kamanadoddi, Chintalakunta, Balasala- T} o T g =X ’&%
' 1 doddi and Chinnatumbalum in Adéni taluk. e p;',;‘&ﬂoq s g Sy 27| aequay | 3B 227RKET3 (2 e
A j Als : —tj—— e : 2¢
: Deputy Collector, Adini division.—The Kammarachedn and Chippagiri works in ; < A 22285225 | & - = ;
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< 5 oy 5 a @ © )
| Head-quarter Deputy Collector, Bellary.——Malyam, Sobapuram, Rakatla, Hana- "o oo - g | oy S s L S :§_§
& kanahal, Kolikurti, Namakal, Hulikera, Yerragunta, Gonahal, Sreedharghatta, Ginjera, "g ; womomry | = | 8 :3787 (85 14 H S~
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\ closed and the coolies that were thus thrown out of employment were drafted on to % a 83332 S35 E% ! & oae 2 23
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Resolution—dated 8th March 1897, No. 202.

Submitted for the information cf Government.

9. In the eastern section of the Bellary district, the principal grain crop of the
year—white cholum—has failed almost entirely, and the earlier-sown grain crops were
very poor. Cotton has yielded some crop in parts of the section and failed entirely or
not been sown at all in others. The western section of the district is not so much
dependent on the late-sown cholum, but this crop has failed there also.

3. There is little or no pasture, and fodder is scanty, and the people are endeavour-
ing to sell off their cattle, but in the circumstances there are few buyers except
butchers.

4. Prices became a little easier during the period under reference, but trade is
dull, though imports are going on, and this has checked the rise of prices.

5. The condition of the people is still satisfactory, and the Collector has been
authorised to appoint Circle Inspectors in Alar and Adc}m to enquire into .the condltgon
of destitute persons in the villages. The number relieved at kitchens in connection
with works is, however, small and it therefore appears that an undue strain is bex‘ng
imposed upon the workers in their efforts to support.thos.e dependent on them. The
Collector should urge all revenue officers to use their besl:, ¢ndeavou_rs to overcome
the objections of the people to sending their children to the kitehens, whilst they should
see that the provision of kitchens is adequate, and arranged to suit, so far as possible,
the convenience of the people. The Revenue officers should not relax their efforts
until the number of persons receiving relief in kitchens—dependants, destitutes and
children—is 15 per cent. of the number on the works, and 20 per cent. is near the
result to be aimed at.

In the three taluks of Adéni, Alir and Bellary, there has been from October
1896 to Janunary 1897 a considerably in-
creased mortality reported, although the
death-rates reported are in themselves so

Average. 1896-97.
Total mortality— A -
In January 1897 ... sty -1 | 777

Uctober to January v 2,761 3,094 low as to suggest that the reporting has
Ratio per mille— been very inefficiently done. The in-
October to January ... ... 20 22 crease has been greatest in the Aldr

- taluk and demands the closest investiga-
tion of the Revenue and Sanitary officers. For the four months, it has amounted
there to 50 per cent. ; the ratio having risen from 16 to 24 per mille.

6. The progress made in the loan operations is satisfactory, and it is hoped that
the early appointment of special officers competent to deal with the numerous appli-
cations direct will expedite the operations. In the Allir and Bellary taluks, the num-
ber of applications at present pending for land improvement loans is very large,
whilst in the former taluk 131 applications for loans for the purchase of fodder are
also pending which demand early disposal.

7. The Collector should not submit any more figures from the jail returns : these
are being received,in a much more useful form, from the Inspector-General of Prisons.

8. No effort should be made to induce the villagers—unless they are wealthy
villagers—to contribute labour, in the present season, for the improvement of water-
supply. This is as useful a mode of employing famine labour as any other.

9. As regards the test-work on the Halai-Kosgi road, the Collector states that
he has ordered ¢ full tasks to be rigidly enforced, and fines to be levied irrespective
of the minimom.” The Board regrets to see an order issued in such terms. To the
experienced famine officers such an order will be unnecessary, as they already know how
to administer test-works ; but there are many officers who would not understand the
spirit in which, no doubt, the Collector intends that his order should be carried out.
In his late tour His Excellency the Governor of Madras is reported to have said, «I
must confess I do not like this fining,” and this is a pronouncement which the Board
would earnestly commend to the consideration of all officers who have to deal with
relief works. The Board presumes that the ¢ full tasks” referred to are those of
Mr. Somers-Eve’s task table. These, again, require to be modified with reference to
the condition of the workers, the sex and composition of the gangs, and the distance
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which the coolies have to traverse in going to, and coming from, the work, 20 minutes
being allowed for every mile traversed each way, when the worker’s village is more
than one mile distant from the work. It is presumed also that a kitchen has been
established on the works ; for, under the Code, test-works are to be carried out in the
same way as relief works. If these conditions have not been complied with the work
i8 no test-work, and the Collector should see that in this case, and in the case of all
test-works opened, similar instructions are given and enforced.

10. The inference drawn by the Collector from the fact that the labourers forsook
a work in order to attend a festival is not correct, and does injustice to the religious
feelings of the people. The Hindu religion is not, with the masses, a decorous
sacrifice to the proprieties, but a part and parcel of their lives, and the ordinary Hindu
will rather go hungry than forego the performance of his religious duties.

11. The fact—if true, and it is no doubt in part true—that some of the people
coming to the works ‘ are not actnally destitute” is as it should be. - The lessons of
1877 have been taught in vain if the perverted idea is to revive, that only those
actually and literally resourceless are to be admitted to relief works. This is simply
tantamount to saying that, “ until the people have been reduced to abject pauperism,
the State will not relieve them. They must sell—at a cruel sacrifice—their last head
of cattle, and their seed-grain, before they qualify for earning the saweres Brot of the
famine wage., When the distress is over, the State will lend them money to buy
cattle with which to plough, and seed-grain with which to sow; and, instead of
starting them atresh in the battle of life, will send them out to struggle with a load
of debt round their necks.” This is to malign and misrepresent the intentivns of the
Government.

12. In the earlier stage of famine administration in this presidency in 1877, all
who had resources of any kind; the poor caste wife, with a ragged silk cloth ; the village
maid, with her little bravery of an agate-stone necklace ; the honest Bhoyi not actually
emuciated by famine; the woman whose breasts had not wholly shrivelled through
prolonged innutrition ;—all these were driven from relief, and died by hundreds of
thousands. The spirit of famine administration has now been remodelled, and all
who are willing to work should be received, without question, on the works. There
is no fear that they will come too soon ; but rather there is fear lest they should come
too late. The case of Yadiki is a notable instance in point, and the tocsin of
increased mortality has already been rung in Bellary. As the Secretary of Stute
observed in his last speech at Ealing, ¢¢ there must be great suffering, and #h+ death-
rate for the year will be abnormally high among those who will not come to Govermment for
relief until they have exhausted their resources.” Speaking elsewhere, he shows how
distress may exist ‘‘though the amount of food for those who can afford to buy is as
great as ever. The difficulty, of course, docs not consist in the actual absence of
food. During the Lancashire cotton famine there was plenty of food in England,
and mo rise in price, but the mill hands out of work had no means of purchasing,
and there was acute distress in all centres of industry.” The case in the
Deccan districts is worse.  Prices have more than doubled ; even ordinary wages would
only purchase less than half the usual quantity of food ; but the ordinary wage is not
to be earned, and the famine wage is far below it; and, practically speaking, there is
absolutely no means for the common labourer, or even the poorer pattadar, to earn a live-
lihood, unless he and his come on the relief works. As the Secretary of State puts
the ease, ‘‘ the distress is due to the failure of the crops over a vast area, in which
all whose daily bread depends on agriculture are dprived of their means of a livelihood,
because there is mo work in the fields, and the swffering thus caused 1s inlensified by the
rise in the price of grain-stuffs.”

13. The Collector anticipates that ¢ greater strictness will lead to a decrease in
number ”” on the works, ¢ or that it will at least check the tendency to increase,” and
has issued orders, to this end, to ¢“all Divisional Officers to give their attention to
the enforcement of tasks.”* The spirit which pervades these remarks is not the spirit
of the Famine Code which enjoins that the destitute should be ““induced ” to come
to relief ; nor is it the spirit in which the Secretary of State views the case. Up to
the end of next May, the numbers on relief works will, and should, go on steadily
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increasing ; and, beyond exacting from those who can work a task carefully and sym- Orper—No. 211, Revenue, dated 26th March 1397,
pathetically adjusted to their capacity and environment, no step whatever should be ‘ r | Recorded
taken to stem the tide of coming labour, ezcept by the free grant of loans for agri- r Miscellaneous. rded.
cultural improvement, on the execution of which coolies can find better wages and
more humane treatment than they sometimes meet with on relief works. (True Extract.)
14. 'While on this subject, the Board must refer to the fetish which is sometimes (Signed)  G. STOKES,
get up, in reference to famine relief, in the shape of ¢ the interests of Government,” : ' Ag. Becretary to Government,

as distinet from. “ the interests of the people.” Salus populi suprema lez. 1t cannot be .
too strongly laid down that Government has no interests which are not those of the ‘
people. Government 7s the people. The interests of the Government are the interests :
of tl{e people, and the interests of the people are the interests of Government. It is
the first interest of Government to have a well nourished and prosperous peasantry. In 1
time of trouble it is the duty of the public servant to take that peasantry in hand in -

time, and hand it over, at the end of the trial, in a physical and moral state fit for the ; 3
resumption of the labours of agriculture, and properly equipped for the same. To '
require the poorer classes to strip themselves to the skin before giving relief would be,

-

not only a cruek but also a shortsighted policy. It is foolish to take away with one B | "T
hand and give with another: it is more fowlisl); to take away with one hand and lend To the Board of Revenue (Rex(rgz;t::l Sfé’:iﬁ: I:f,‘ld Agriculture).
with another. The money expended on relief is not the money of Government, but the 4

: , the Public Works Department.
money of the people ; and the servants of Governmeut are the servants of the people. (8 Kisncinl Dopo iy

'I"ne poorest cooly, who purchases a pinch of salt, contributes his quota to pay the ,, the Local and Municipal Department.
". public servant,” who is at the beck and call of his masters at all times ; but, in . ,, the Accountant-General.
times of trouble, of the poorest and meanest first. While, therefore, all due prudence
is desirable in the expenditure of public funds, on which famine makes so terrible a
drain, the famine officer must remember that the money which he spends is the
money supplied by the very workers whom he employs; and, with due regard to »
economy, should be spent freely to alleviate and prevent distress. The prineiple
underlying the whole Famine Code, and distinctly enunciated in the introduction
to the same, is “ Benevolence first and Economy second.” It is not uncommon to find 4 R
some mf.ﬁcers .with whom Economy is first and Benevolence second. There is a lower ‘ L R
depth in which Economy is first and Benevolence nowhere. 1In the greatest instance
of relief on record it is narrated, first, that the Giver had “compassion on the
multitude.” They are not required tobe even destitute; for the Giver would not 1
send them away into the villages to buy themselves victuals, for which they had the
means ; nor was the ‘distance test” applied, for, He said “if I send them away
fasting to their own homes, they will faint by the way, for divers of them came from
far : ”” nor was ¢ the C. ration” given ; for the people ‘“ did eat and were filled,” and
there was something over. It was only at the close that economy was remembered,
when the Giver said “gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.”
It is mot from want of humanity but from want of thought, and a capacity to feel !
3 with and«* think themselves into” the actual position of the suffering poor, that ve :
RS conscientious and well intentioned officers sometimes regard the question of relief from
a somewhat unsympathetic standpoint. No officer of intelligence who knows the
country, and will try to think himself down into the daily life of the people, will 5 "
fail to realise the terrible trial through which tens of thousands of the poor in the
Deccan are now passing ; when he has done this, he will have, no doubt, as to the course '
to adopt, and the Famine Code is broad enough to cover all reasonable concessions L
which the labourer and his dependents require. i
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(True Copy and Extraet.)
(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

i
Secretary. o
fary %xd. 0. M, Thumbuswamy. i
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To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. . g 8
,»  Collector of Bellary. . s
Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner. ’ s

» »n Collectors of other affected districts. ! I 70 Copies. A el
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- Fortnightly Narrative.

Recording Board’s Proceedings submitting, with remarks, the — of the Bellary district
for the period ending 28th February 1897,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
(Land Records and Agriculture), dated 8th Mareh 1897, No. 202 :—

Read—the following Fortnightly Narrative of the Bellary district for the fortnight
ending 28th February 1897 :—

StaTe or CounTRY.

Rainfall and Water-supply—There were nine cents of rain at Yemmigandru on
18th February 1897. There was also a slight drizzle in other parts of the distriet, but
the quantity was not sufficient to register.

Drinking water-supply is generally sufficient except in a few villages of Adéni
taluk, four villages in Harpanahalli and Bellary and parts of Alir, Hadagalli, Hogpet
and Kidligi with the exception of river-fed channels and tanks fed by them and a few
irrigation wells : the irrigation sources are either dry or contain an insufficient supply.

Agricultural operations and condition of standing crops— Adéni division.—Fields are
being ploughed and cleared of nuth grass. Second crop paddy is being sown under
the Rampur channel. Cotton-picking still continues. The outturn is estimated at
8 to 12 annas by the Tahsildar of Adéni and at 2 to 6 annas by the Divisional-officer.
I think the former is more nearly correct. The white cholum sown prior to the rains
of November is in a fair condition (but its extent is limited), while nearly the whole
of that sown subsequently has withered. The garden crops in Adéni are in good
condition. Castor is fair in Adéni and is estimated to yield 8 annas. It is beginning
to wiltin Alr, ~The cotton and white cholum, said to be fair in Aldr, are estimated
to yield an outturn of 4 annas.

.. Bellary division.—Oil seeds, cotton and horse-gram have been harvested in
Rayadrug taluk, average yield being 4 to 6 annas. Second crop paddy is being sown
in Rayadrug. Oil-seed, cotton and bengal-gram are fair in Rayadrug. There is
little or no hope of the crops sown after the November rains coming to maturity, and
they are already being cut for fodder. The area covered by these crops is some-
what large.

Hospet division.—Cotton and oil-seeds are being picked and dhall and horse-

m harvested in Harpanahalli, outturn ranging from 4 to 8 annas. In most places
lands have already been prepared for next season’s crop. White cholum has generally
failed except in a few fields of Kéttiru firka in Kddligi taluk and near Mylar and
Holal in the south of Hire Hadagalli firka of the Hadagalli taluk. Standing cotton
in Hadagalli is poor to moderate. Sugarcane, wheat, white cholum and garden
crops under wells are in fair condition. Wet crops under river channels in Hospet
are in good condition. p

Supply of fodder and pasture and condition of cattle—Fodder is i i

In Adéni the stocks are expected to last for two months more, but Istcl?ir;t]z tlllllisAlilslra;
somewhat despondent estimate. There is little or no pasture. The condition of
cattle is generally good in Adéni and is said to be slightly deteriorating in Altr
Some deterioration is inevitable, and I am still of opinion that the condition of tht;
cattle is by no means bad. Many are trying to sell their animals, but the market
is very dull. Outof four hundred and fifty cattle brought to Adéni market during the
fortnight only twenty-seven were bought by butchers for prices ranging from Rs. 4
to Rs. 6 and fifty by agriculturists for Rs. 15 to Rs. 25 each ; the rest were taken buck
for want of purchasers. It is reported that seventeen cattle died in Hebbatam, a
village in Alir taluk, where there is some little cattle disease.

Bellary division.—Pasture is limited, and except in wet villages fodder is also
scanty. Prickly-pear and hill grass are being used as fodder in many villages. The
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condition of other than stall-fed cattle is said to be bad. Cattle disease prevails in one
village of Rayadrug taluk. There were seventeen attacks and nine deaths,

Hospet division.—Fodder is generally sufficient except in Hospet taluk and in
Holalgundi and Kadlabul firkas of Hadagalli taluk. Pasture is practically #l. The con-
dition of cattle is generally good, but some cattle in Hospet are beginning to look thin.

General Remarks.—No fortnightly report has yet been received from the Adminis-
trator of Sanddru. From the season report of the last week there seems to be no room
for anxiety. The condition of both people und cattle is reported to be good. Plough-
ing operations are proceeding briskly, but the water-supply is stated to be insufficient.
Severe scarcity of water is apprehended in some parts of the district. Every possible
attempt is being made to improve the water-supply in the affected tracts, where I am
prepared to dig wells as famine works, if it should be necessary. The allotment made
by the District Board is altogether insufficient, and I have called on the Presidents of
Taluk Boards for proposals. I hope that in many cases the villagers will give much
of the labour free. Proposals for dry remissions will be submitted shortly. The
delay is due to the Divisional Officers of Bellary and Adéni not having yet submitted
their reports.

Foop-SUPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

Prices of principal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of 80 tolas per
rupee, for the period ending 28th of February 1897,

Rice. White chelum, | Yellow eholum. Ragi.

Stations. Fnd of | Endof End of End of End of End of End of End of Remarks.

current current current current
]a:t; éﬁ;t- fort- last fort- T last fort- FanE last fort- 7 i

night, | D8Rt | nopg | night. | poope | might | oot

Adéni ., il D018 967 | 12'36 | 1290 | 1343 | 18-70 | 16:66 | 17°20 |Slight fall in Adéni and
Rayadrug, due probably
to increase of imports.
Slight rise in Hadagalli,
Bellary .. oo | 918 918 | 11-33 | 11:38 | 13:39 | 13:39 | 1649 | 1649 Kudligi and Harpana-
72 1 1236 | 1339 | 13:39 [ 14:42 1465 | 14+65 halliixdue grobazglyhti) e
Ra; e 972 9 ¢ 3 F *42 ' $ ophecy * at the Mylar
yorag },:stli)va] that prices znll
Hospet .. o] 910 860 | 1330 | 13-30 | 14'40 | 1440 | 1550 | 1600 rise and the consequent
withholding of stocks.

Alfir o .o 864 864 11-85 1185 12+88 12-88

Kodligi .. .| 864 | 864 | . o | 1442 | 1391 | 1652 | 1652 "‘Gﬁd"a.nd rice will be
Harpanahalli ., | 918 | 918 d ool amas | aeos | 1sas | 1sas | T
Hadagalli ..| o72 | o72 | .. .| 1645 | 1442
Averago ..| 966 | 917 | 1224 | 12:65 | 1410 | 1442 | 1619 | 1686
Sandfra .. .| .. 860 | .. A v {1560 | .. | 1990
|

Activity of trade.—Private trade is said to be dull in Bellary, Hospet and Hada-
li and active elsewhere.
From the following rail-borne traffic figures, showing the exports and imports from
and to places beyond the district, it will be seen that imports by far exceed the
exports. This has, to a certain extent, checked the rise in prices:—

Btation. Import. Export. Remarks.
Hospet v oe ae .. 198 11 Enquiries are being made
Rellary e o £ A 7,035 570 as to the place from and
Aspari i e T S 34 303 to which the exports and
Adoui CT T YT g 929 53 imports are made.
Kosgi e sl e i 318
Total .. 8,514 884

CoONDITION OF THE PROPLE.

(1) On works.—The condition of the people is good on the whole. This is
particularly the case with those who have been longest on the works. His Excellency
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the Governor visited during the fortnight the Adéni-Aldr road work, Adéni municipal
works, and the Chippigiri road works. Except in one or two cases on the first work
the eondition of the workers was found to be good. The Deputy Collector, Adéni,
states that the condition of those on Altr-Aspari road is poor, and ascribes this to fines
imposed on the labourers, but the Famine Commissioner who inspected the works
on the 18th and 19th found these labourers in fair condition. Many relief workers
complained that the wages earned were not sufficient to maintain them and their
dependants. I made careful personal inquiries on this point wherever I went and I
am satisfied that the famine wage is generally sufficient to purchase the ration pre-
scribed by the code and to keep the people in good condition. I have recently made a
special report on this subject.

(2) In villages.—The condition of people in villages is also good. Their sfock
of food grains is, however, becoming exhausted in some localities and all Reddies have
been instructed to keep a close watch over these people in view to the institution of
village relief. I must here observe that there is a tendency on the part of villagers to
exaggerate matters. When Mr. DeWinton, Superintending Engineer, visited the
portion of Addni taluk to the north-west of Kosgi, in the beginning of this month the
people of Kandukur, Vallur, Kambalanur and other villages represented to him that
they had been starving for want of employment. He immediately issued orders to
start some ordinary works. The Tahsildar and myself have since been to these
villages. The people are not in bad condition and most of them refuse to work for
famine wage. Of the works ordered by the Superintending Engineer, two have been
started, viz., the repair of a kunta at Kandukur and the clearance of prickly-pear in
Kambalanore village. 1 found that men were being paid 2 annas a day, women As, 1-3
and children 9 pies and they were working only from 6 to 11 s.. T have closed the
first work and have ordered the latter to be worked strictly in accordance with
the Famine Code. Another work ordered by him could not be started, as the people
refused to work even on these terms. At Kosgi, a number of people came to me and
represented that they had been starving for three days. A surprise visit was paid to
the house of one of the girls who made this statement and she and her mother were
found making ragi cakes and there were in the house a bull, a cow, and two calves,
also some seed grain and fodder, besides food grains sufficient for three or four days.
The Chinnatambalam work is only about 5 miles from this village, and if the people
were really suffering from want of food, they would resort to it as some of them have
done. But though Kosgi is thus sufficiently provided for, I think from my inspection
that work is wanted in some of the villages to the west and north, and I have there-
fore determined to open a test work on the Halai-Kosgi road to gauge the extent of
distress. I have ordered the full tasks to be rigidly enforced and fines to be levied
irrespective of the minimum. The time for granting village relief seems to be
approaching, and I have already applied for permission to employ Cirele Inspectors
when necessary. To meet the cases of persons whom Government relief will not
reach, I have applied to the Madras Famine Relief Committee for an immediate grant
of Rs. 5,000,

A statement showing the statistics of the District jail population is attached.
The information furnished by the Divisional Officers is again incomplete, and their
attention will be drawn to this omission.

Brarement showing the admissions of conviéted prisoners in the District Jail, Bellary, for the
fortnight ending 28th February 1897, as compared with those for corresponding’ periods
during the three previous years (1894, 1895 and 1896).

Convicts.
Date.
Male. Female, Total.
From 15th to 28th February 1894 ., v 45 8 48
TR R e LT R 46 3 49
g e A0 31 6 37
] n 0, ” 1897 .. i b4 e 54

AP
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N1 and Mortalily.—The public health is generally good. No deaths from
starv:;iccizz.eNA little smalf—ypox is prI:avalent in south of Harpanahalli and malarial fever
in Bellary. From the mortality returns it Wlu’be seen that the death-rate has
increased during January 1897 in the taluks of Alir, Bellary and Hospet, the number
of deaths being 148, 256 and 190 against 101, 189 and 169 in the same month of
the previous year. The attention of the District Medical officer will be drawn to this.
It will be observed that the increase does not correspond with the severity of the
distress, and is probably due, in a great measure, to other causes.

Remarks.—The number seeking relief continues to increase, but many of these
people possess cattle and other property and are not actually destitute. 011!11[ tl;(h:
Bellary-Moka work the number fell from 1,381 to 1,079 owing to a festival at Moka,
and on the 23rd and 24th the work was deserted. People who can give up their
wage for two days to a week for the sake of a car festival cannot be in much W:amt‘,i
T have directed all Divisional Officers to give their attention to the enforcement o
tasks, and I shall not be surprised to find that greater strictness will lead to a decrease
in number, or that it will at least check the tendency to 1ncrease.

MEASURES OF RELIEF.

On works—In what taluks open, and comparison of numbers.
Number employed.

= A e
Talaks. “Last  This
fortnight.  fortnight.
7967 10,073

ﬁﬁ?ﬂu GRS R e SRR R ORISR SIS B
BV TR L s

Bellary -
slGd s 1,953 2,230

Hospet " 3
Hadagalli ... 657 746

Total .. 30,068 34,515

Gratuitous relief.—Numbers relieved at kitchens and otherwise :—

——

Number relieved

Taluks At kitchens. Remarks.
This fortnight.| Last fortnight.

] 026 The fall in Adéni is due to the removal from the
o v 5 " T gg; 1’828 kitchenjof children of otber than relief-workers.
iy o B 3 3 203 194 Several persons employed in clearance of nuth
i 4 i g Y k 833 285 grass had sent their children and dependants to
e Y " 5 17 3 the kitchen, though they were able to support
iR them. All, such persons were removed from the

- Total .. 2,272 2,332 list.
‘Weavers, Adéni  «. & 761 763

f

; i i the Bellary public is
Private charity.—The number fed in the kitchen opened btsirn uees toe_feergall))ont o

980 against 200 at the end of the last fortnight., Paramma conl

. . o Q3 ami Mudaliar has sent 1,240 cloths
paupers, chiefly children. Raja Sir Savalay 'Elllall::aaglvi i TRp T it

sstribution to destitute people. Steps w1 : iy
{?srtg 1:? ;ersons requiring cﬁthlés already called _t'c;r %retrgcﬁz:gé tOS:tllx;e i(:f mt:;;n:fmt(ge
pal councillors and other gentlemen of Adéni dis nt 11ue % it Th Mty

i Kitchen in honour of His Excellency i
égﬁltrlxllit(t):;nof 1the Indian Famine Charitable Eehef Fund has ealleil hfor proposaxizd in
connection with measures of relief to be organized by that fund. ave convened a

meeting for the 4th instant and proposals will be duly submitted.
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Resolution—dated 8th Mareh 1897, No. 202.

itted for the information of Government. % _
gtlblrzltfe eastern section of the Bellary district, the ppnmpal gre;l;; cct;(:)% Sof“ 'te}:-z
ear —white cholum—has failed almost entirely, and the earlier-sown fgx"] s e
iery poor. Cotton has yielded som'fhcrop intparts oft _t)l:le Oiefﬁzo% g?gctaxis nst > myuch
“been sown at all in others. e western section

I(;:;el;edent on the late-sown cholum, but this erop has failed there alsol. o
3. There is little or no pasture, and fodder 1s scanty, and the pefop e %;e.zrrls phs?

ine to sell off their cattle, but in the circumstances there are Iew Dbuy

D

tchers. ’ .
2 4. Prices became a little easier during the period under reference, but trade 18

i oine on, and this has checked the rise of prices.
il R 55 K lo is still satisfactory, and the Collector has been

authorised to appo.tlint 0re té nspectors in Aldr an ni to enqu're into the condition
; int Circle 1 Aldr and Addbnit 1 .b A t‘
fd stlitute persons in z:he viila_ues. The number relieved at kitchens in eonnection
of de 2

i i 1l and it therefore appears that an undue strain 18 being
s wgrksolg, :1};27 :‘tr)erll'(,ei:?n their efforts to support those dependent on them'. The
g uPh uld urge all revenue officers to use their best endeavours to oY er};:ou;g
Collect_or; ; of the people to sending their children to the kitehens, whilst they s 9}1)11
t;:i ::)}Eg.:cﬂllzn;rovision of kitchens is adequate, and arranged to suif, 8o far as possible,

hould not relax their efforts
i # the people. The Revenue officers s .
thiﬁ[}lf;e'ﬁ;feroof perg)ong) receiving relief in k1tchens—de}()’endants, dtesptute: T}lli
::lllxlildren——is 15 per cent. of the number on the works, and 20 per cent. 1s near

result to be aimed at. . ; d Bellary, there has been from October
In the three taluks of Adéni, Aldr an]S% tor}?&,muary 1897 a considerably in-

Average. 1896-97. oreaced mortality reportqd, although the

Total mortality— 51 wpy  death-rates reported are in themselves 8o
In January 1897 ... .. 267% 1 3094 low as to suggest that the reporting has
Uctober to January g { been very inefficiently done. The in-
Sapapet lm}lle_Tm i) 99 crease has been greatest in the Aldr
Doutrce el taluk and demands the closest investiga-

tion of the Revenue and Sanitary officers. For the four monthfii it has amounted
there to 50 per cent. ; the ratio having risen from 16 to 24 per mille.

y i n operations is satisfactory, and it 1s hoped that
th 6.1’1119 %&?ﬁ:mdzsgeigeogzersPcompetent to 'deal with the numlfro:ks: appli-
i };'am;; will expedite the operations. 1n the Altir and Bellary taluks, the 11:11;1-
ee.tmgs ml?cations alt): present pending for land improvement loans 1s very large,
:el:ﬂ:t i‘:}) It’hea former taluk 131 applications for loans for the purchase of fodder are
also pending which demand early disposal. e
7. The Collector should not submit any more figures from the jail re im;sl.) thes
are be.ing received,in a much more useful form, from the Inspector-General of Prisons.

e made to induce the vi]lagers—-—m;less they are wealthy
ﬁﬂagsérﬂtgﬁ;rzt:lilg:tlg ll)bour, in the present season, for the improvement of water-
supply. This is as useful a mode of employing famine labour as any other,

5 9. As regards the test-work on the Halai-Kosgi road, the Collector states that
he has ordered © full tasks to be rigidly enforced, and fines to be levied 1rrespect1;rle
of the minimum.” The Board regrets to see an order issued in such terms. To the
exverienced famine officers such an order will be unnecessary, as they already know how
to ?adniinister test-works ; but there are many officers who would not understand the
epirit in which, no doubt, the Collector intends that his order should be carried oEtI.
In his late tour His Excellency the Governor of Madras is reported to have said, a
must eonfess T do not like this fining,” and thisis a pronouncement which the Boa_th

1d earnestly commend to the consideration of all officers who have to deal wi
ml)'uf orks. The Board presumes that the ¢ full tasks” referred to are those of
;: IPSovx:ler&iﬂve’s task table. These, again, require to be modified with reference to
th;' condition of the workers, the sex and composition of the gangs, and the distance
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which the coolies have to traverse in going to, and coming from, the work, 20 minutes
being allowed for every mile traversed each way, when the worker’s village is more
than one mile distant from the work. It is presumed also that a kitchen has been
established on the works ; for, under the Code, test-works are to be carried out in the
same way as relief works. If these conditions have not been complied with the work
is no test-work, and the Collector should see that in this case, and in the case of all
test-works opened, similar instructions are given and enforced.

10. The inference drawn by the Collector from the fact that the labourers forsook
a work in order to attend a festival is not correct, and does injustice to the religious
feelings of the people. The Hindu religion is not, with the masses, a decorous
sacrifice to the proprieties, but a part and parcel of their lives, and the ordinary Hindu
will rather go hungry than forego the performance of his religious duties.

11. The fact—if true, and it is no doubt in part true—that some of the people
coming to the works * are not actually destitute ” is as it should be. The lessons of
1877 have been taught in vain if the perverted idea is to revive, that only those
actually and literally resourccless are to be admitted to relief works. This is simply
tantamount to saying that, “ until the people have been reduced to abject pauperism,
the State will not relieve them. They must sell—at a cruel sacrifice—their last head
of cattle, and their seed-grain, before they qualify for earning the saweres Brot of the
famine wage., When the distress is over, the State will /nd them money to buy
cattle with which to plough, and seed-grain with which to sow; and, instead of
starting them afresh in the battle of life, will send them out to struggle with a load
of debt round their necks.” This is to malign and misrepresent the intentions of the
Government,.

12. In the earlier stage of famine administration in this presidency in 1877, all
who had resources of any kind; the poor caste wife, with a ragged silk cloth ; the village
maid, with her little bravery of an agate-stone necklace ; the honest Bhoyi not actually
emuciated by famine ; the woman whose breasts had not wholly shrivelled through
prolonged innutrition ;—all these were driven from relief, and died by hundreds of
thousands. The spirit of famine administration has now been remodelled, and all
who are willing to work should be received, without question, on the works. There
is no fear that they will come too soon ; but rather there is fearlest they should come
too late. The case of Yadiki is a notable instance in point, and the toesin of
increased mortalify has already been rung in Bellary. As the Secretary of State
observed in his last speech at Ealing, ¢¢ there must be great suffering, and 74~ deat)-
rate for the year will be abnormally high amony those who will not come to Govermment for
relief until they have exhausted their resowrces)’ Speaking elsewhere, he shows how
distress may exist ‘‘though the amount of food for those who can afford to buy is as
great as ever. The difficulty, of course, does not consist in the actual absence of
food. During the Lancashire cotton famine there was plenty of food in England,
and no rise in price, but the mill hands out of work had no means of purchasing,
and there was acute distress in all centres of industry.”” The case in the
Deccan districts is worse. Prices have more than doubled ; even ordinary wages would
only purchase less than half the usual quantity of food; but the ordinary wage is not
to be earned, and the famine wage is far below it; and, practically speaking, there is
absolutely no means for the common labourer, or even the poorer pattadar, to earn a live-
lihood, unless he and his come on the relief works. As the Secretary of State puts
the case, ‘‘ the distress is due to the failure of the erops over a vast area, in which
all whose daily bread depends on agriculture are d-prived of their means of a livelihood,
because there is no work in the fields, and the suffering thus caused 13 intensified by the
rise in the price of grain-stugfs.”’

13. The Collector anticipates that ¢ greater strictness will lead to a decrease in
number ”? on the works, *“or that it will at least check the tendency to inerease,” and
has issued orders, to this end, to ¢‘all Divisional Officers to give their attention to
the enforcement of tasks’” The spirit which pervades these remarks is not the spirit
of the Famine Code which enjoins that the destitute should be * induced ” to come
to relief ; nor is it the spirit in which the Secretary of State views the case. Up to
the end of next May, the numbers on relief works will, and should, go on steadily

/
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increasing ; and, beyond evacting from those who can work a task carefully and Sym- OrpER—No. 211, Revenue, dated 26th March 1897,
pathetically adjusted to their capacity and environment, no step whatever should be I : Recorlled.
taken to stem fhe tide of coming labour, ezcept by the free grant of loans for agri- l Miscellaneous.

caltural Improvement; on the execution of which coolies can find better wages and Extract.

more humane treatment than they sometimes meet with on relief works, . (True Extract.

14. While on this subject, the Board must refer to the fetish which is sometimes (Sign zd) 8 r?' Sl;gjf}Eogémment.
get up, in reference to famine relief, in the shape of ¢ the interests of Government,” g. Becretary
as distinet from ¢ the interests of the people.”  Salus populi suprema lex. Tt cannot be
too strongly laid dowp that Government hag 1o interests which are not those of the -
People.  Government is the people. The interests of the Government are the interests 4
of the people, and the interests of the people are the interests of Government. It is
the first interest of Government to have g well nourished and Prosperous peasantry. In
time of trouble it is the duty of the publie seryant to take that peasantry in hand in
time, and hand it over, at the end of the trial, in a physical and moral state fit for the
resumption of the labours of agriculture, and properly equipped for the same. To
require the poorer classes to strip themselves to the skin before giving relief would be,
Dot only a cruel, but also g shortsighted policy. Tt is foolish to take awa with one ement,
hand and give with another : it is more fooIis}zr to take away with one han}:i and lend ; To the Board of Revenue (R"}'ﬁﬂﬁ %::‘l)rds and Agriculture).
with another, The money expended on relief js not the money of Government, but the , the Public Works Department.
money of the people ; and the servants of Government are the servants of the people, ; 5

3 the Financial Department.
The poorest cooly, who purchases a pinch of salt, contribute i »

: s his quota to pay the » the Local and Municipal Department,
l» “ public servant,” who is at the beck and call of his masters at a]] times ; but, in ' » the Acconntant-General.

times of trouble, of the poorest and meanest fipst. While, therefore, all due prudence '
s desirable in the expenditure of publie funds, on which famine makes so terrible a ’
drain, the famine officer must remember that the money which he spends ig the
money supplied by the very workers whom he employs ; and, with due regard to
economy, should be spent freely to alleviate ang prevent distress, The Principle
underlying the whole Famine (Code, ang distinetly enunciated ip the introduetion 3 v
to the same, ig « Benevolence first ang Economy second.” Tt 18 not uncommon to fing q
some officers with whom Economy is first ang Benevolence second, There is a lower §
depth in which Economy is first ang Benevolence nowhere, In the greatest instance '

had “compassion on the i
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of relief on record it 18 Darrated, first, that the Giver

multitude.” They are not required to be even destitute ; for the Giver would not
send them away into the villages to buy themselves vietuals, for which they had the
eans ; nor was the ¢ distance test” applied, for, He said “if I genq them away
fasting to their own homes, they will faint by the way, for dive

far : »” nor was ¢ the C. ration ¥ given ; 1
there was something over. Tt wasg only at the close that economy was re )
when the Giver gajq « gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be logt,”
It is not from want of humanity but from want of thought
with and “ think themselyes nto ” the actyal position of the sy
conscientious and well intentioned officers sometimes regard the
a somewhai(:i unslympathetlilc standpoint. No officer of intellj
country, and will try to think himself down into the daily life of the i e
fail to realise the terribje trial through which tens of tho)trx e .
Deccan are now passing ; when he hag done this, he wil] have, no doubt, as to the course
to adopt, and the Famine Code s broad enough to cover g Teasonable concessions
which the labourer and his dependents require. S
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(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) R v, SRIN IVASIAR,

Secretary, - Fxd. C. M. Thumbuswamy.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenge Department,
»  Collector of Bellary.
Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner, ’
,,Py »n  Collectors of other affected districts, | 70 Copiss.
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