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No. 601 I., 23rp Jury 1896.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Irrigation.
Reap—the following paper :—

From J. THOMSON, Esq., Resident in Travancore and Cochin, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Ootacamund, dated Kéttayam, 5th June 1896,
Ref. on C. No.1553. '

Before taking action on G.0., R.N. No. 147 of 16th May last, forwarding
Proceedings of the Public Works Department, No. 418 1., dated 13th idem, I have

the honour to submit the following for consideration.

2. The Superintendent of Works, Periyédr division, in his letter No. 143 C.E. of
91st November 1899, proposed to sell the timber concerned subject to the payment of
the export duty at Kumali. Negotiations ending with G.0. No. 357 W. of 29th
January 1896 proceeded on that basis. The statement in the Superintendent’s letter
of 25th March 1896, No. 934 C.E., that the cale was to be unfettered by duty 1s
accordingly extraordinary. I do not see either reason or propriety or self-respect in
now asking the Travancore Government to forego its duty that the British Govern
ment—or the Periyér works —or the buyer of the timber—may reap it.

3. It ought to have been evident on the correspondence and from my letter to
Government, Ref. on No. 3094 of 14th October 1895, that the Sircar did not require
the surplus second-hand wrought timber.

4. T shall impress on the Sircar the necessity of their issuing to their Forest
officers and contractors, such orders as should tend to prevent trespass ofi, or removal
of timber from, the area in our possession. | But I am afraid that such injunctions will
be of small practical use, and think that it would be well for the Public Works
Department to make their own separate arrangements to guard the property.

5. On the third matter concerned in the present reference, I desire to be
favoured with the opinion of Government as to the conduct of the Superinterdent of
Works and the construction of the lease provision before I address the Sircar. The
lease grants ‘ not exceeding 100 acres in all as may be required by the lessee for the
execution and preservation of the irrigation works to be executed.” The Superin-
tendent of Works has apparently taken upon himself to decide that 100 acres are
required, and proceeded to select it without any reference either to his own
superiors or to the other party to the deed, but thinking it enough to inform the fact.
Action of this sort is not, in my opinion, calculated to help further negotiation on my
yart ; and if Government consider that the Suporintondmt’s action 18 ju%liﬁ:ﬂ'»h* and
to be fully supported, I request that I may be so informed for my own better guidance.

No. 1216.

Transferred to the Public Works Department with the request that the draft

order on this letter may be sent to the Political Department for counter-initials.

OTACAMUND, (Signed) J. F. PRICE,
15th June 1896. Chief Secretary
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Under Secretary to Government,
Irrigation Branch.

To the Superinten.ding Engineer, VI Circle,

Chief Engineer for Irrigation,
Political Department,
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Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar,
Spare Copies
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Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,

TRRIGATION BRANCH.
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OFFICE NOTE No. /é'em/

From
Tee CHIEF SECRETARY,

To M ; i

TﬂagECRETARY,t@‘Government,
Public Works DEPARTMENT.

(Irrigation Branch)
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