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" GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

L - 3 Irrigation,
'Reap—the following paper :—

‘No. 189 D.

With reference to G.0. No. 192 I., dated 21st February 1896, I have the honour
toinform you that there are no records in the office of the Superintending Engineer,
1 Circle, connected with the Sabars or as it is written on the map * Saveri” project.

2. T however caused search to be made among the records of the late Upper

Géddvari Superintending Engineer’s office and forward the following documents in
- original for your information : —

: (a) Original letter from the Secretary to Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces,
‘No. 3/26, dated 3rd June 1868, to the Superintending Engineer, Upper Gédévari,
forwarding Captain Glasford’s report on the scheme.
~ (&) Copy of annual report for 1870-71 from the Superintending Engineer,
:Il]’p%)er dddvari, to the Secretary to Chief Commissioner, No. 64/342, of 5th May
o8

3. Captain Glasford’s report is, it appears, a criticism on a scheme proposed by

- Major Haig for constructing an anicut on the Saveri river, about 50 miles from ifs

junction with the Géddvari, in the neighbourhood of Poreh, with canals parallel to
the river, by which means he calculated that 150,000 acres in Bhadrdchalam and
Rékapalle taluks would be brought under cultivation. "

The estimate of 150,000 acres is certainly a very sanguine one, and Captain Glas-
ford in his report points out the various objections and difficulties. The construction
of the canals would involve many heavy masonry works, and a glance at the map shows
that these lines would cross all the important affluents of the Saveri. The country is
sparsely populated, difficult of access, and the supplies of food materials insufficient.
As far as I am aware there are no signs of the immigration that was anticipated. In
fact the reverse is rather the case. 2

Captain Glasford advocates the improvement of the irrigation supply by construct-
ing new tanks and improving the old ones. And as this could be done tentativeiy

and by degrees, it avould be much more reasonable in every respect than embarking
on a large and costly scheme.

4. From B, the annual report of Upper Géddvari, 1870-71, it would appear that the
larger scheme was abandoned and a smaller one investigated. This consisted in the
irrigation of some 18,000 acres in Rékapalle taluk from an anicut to be constructed on
the Sokalern. Rs. 2,900 were spent on the survey and the work of the year detailed.

“There are no records in this office to show whether any further advance was made on
the investigation or any final orders passed.

5. If any projects for improvement of Bhadrdchalam and Rékapalle taluks are
contemplated, it would, in my opinion, be preferable to improve existing or construct
new tanks. I am personally unacquainted with the locality, but from an examination
of the map and what I hear, I am disposed to think that either the Saveri or Sokaleru
schemes would be far more difficult and expensive than anything in the worst parts of
the Rushikulya and with far less prospect of ever proving remunerative.

.6. The President of the Local Fund Board has been addressed, and replies that

the Board is not prepared to contribute towards the maintenance of the Dumagudiem
anicut and canal. .

- From W. C. DEMORGAN, Esq., Executive Engineer, in charge of I Circle, to
: the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, dated Dowlaishweram, 29th April 1896,




PRGGE &GS 0§§,THE MADRAS GOVF(BVO-NMENT.

Uxper date the

o W
o Tho unhealthiness of the localiti . ,astrong reason
| any attempt being made to vestigations of irrigation projects, -
e o ‘more especially when there are nume already more or less investigated in
" heal ier and more populous {1 8 cl%unds havga ot bee fox%%&
9. Tn scrutinising the charges - e Dumagudiem anicut and canal,”

it appears that the largest items are " .dgés for the maintenance of Dumagudiem
works” and ¢ Maintenance of canal,” and these are annually recurring charges.

" The Superintending Engineer should be called upon to report whether any ‘sensible

s 3 5 N pgt';gg can be made upo these items, both of which appear out of proportion to

the wor %I:i . The subject, then, of final abandonment of the works or their

future maintenance can be decided upon. It appears hardly necessary that aseparate

sub-division should be maintained, and an upper or lower subordinate attached to

the Rajahmundry sub-d ,w"ahn;:gould, it is considered, suffice to wateh the interests
of the Government at Dumagudiem.

v % F w0 MioRadi®es w o %(8igned) i B.R. E. DRAKE-BROCKMAYN, Col, RE,
- 5th June 1896. : Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

% g éﬁ % ky W N TRk
Orper—No. 539 1., dated 25th June 1896.
 His Excellency the Governor in Council does not consider it worth while, for the
reasous given, to undertake the investigation of any irrigation project in the upland
taluks of the*Géddvari district.

9. The Superintending Engineer, 1 Circle, will report whether any ‘sensible
reduction can be made in the charges for maintenance of the Dumagudiem Head

Works and canal.

we

%
(True Extract.)

Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.,

Trrigation Branch. '

To the Superintending Engineer, I Circle. ;

,, Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

, Levenue Department.

: i
¥xd. Shaik Karim,
Bpare Copies " i
. E '
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