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- To the Secretary to the Goveimmeng of India,

No. 999, Frvanciar, 12t Decemser 1895.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

‘Reap—the following paper :—

From L. M. THORNTON, Esq., Deputy Secretary to the Government of India,
Home Department (Books), to the Chief Secretary to the Government of
Madras, dated Calcutta, the 15th November 1895, No. 13 Books—879.

In forwarding, for the information of the Government of Madras, the accompany-
ing translation of a letter from the Consul-General for Belgium at Bombay, dated the
1st ultimo, I am dijrected to request that, with the permission of His Excellency the
Governor in Couneéil, arrangements may be made for supplying that officer as early as

possible with duplicate copies of the catalogues of any large official libraries that there
may be in the Presﬁency. “am to ask also that if it is feasible to cause the catalogues

of any large non-official libraries to be sent in duplicate to the Belgian Consulate-
General, this also may be done.

e

ExcLOSURE.
[ Transiation.]

BoMmBay,
1s¢ October 1595.

T have the honour to inform you that an office named the International Office of Bibliography
has existed for some years at Brussels. This institution was started by private agency under the
patronage of the Royal Government and has set itself to ascertain experimentally the simplest
and most logical method of cataloguing all scientific, literary and artistic works. The object is
to have a complete index going back to the most remote period and kept up regularly with the
names of new publications as they make their appearance. T.hls office, .Whlch has classified 400,000
bibliographioai) works, has adopted the system termed * decimal classification ”—a system which
has received the unanimous approbation of the Iqtemaf:mnal Conference which has just assembled
at Brussels. The Royal Government, taking a lively interest in the work and having regard to
the wish expressed by the above-mentioned Conference, has decided to take the International Office
of Bibliography at Brussels under its protection. In adopting this course the object of the Royal
Government is to continue officially tlfe experiment set on foot by the above-named office. Such
an undertaking is apparently calculated to attract the attention of all foreign countries and the
Royal Government takes the liberty to appeal to their kind assistance to render this experiment
more complete and conclusive. ‘ :

1 am therefore instructed, Sir, to ask you to kindly forward, in duplicate, printed catalogues
of the various large libraries of your country. As the object in view is to collect exact informa-
tion regarding the largest possible number of works published, the Royal Government would
thankfully receive, in addition to the catalogues of official libraries, the catalogues of other

Sir,

important libraries which foreign Governments would be so good as to place at its disposal. The -

Royal Government would also be pleased to receive the documents in question without delay if
ssible. I shall not fail to jnform you of the results of the experiment undertaken by my
Government in the circumstances I have above mentioned. Mg Government further intends,
if necessary, to record in a report, which will be sent to foreign Governments, the conclusions of
the official enquiry, The Governments interested in the matter will then be able, if need be,
. to examine together the steps that it may be necessary to take to secure the existence of the insti-
tution permanently and to imprint on it a stamp really ‘international which would contribute
madterially to its success,
I take this opportunity, Sir, to repeat the assurance of my highest consideration.
: (Signed)  LEON DOSOGNE,
- Consul-General for Belgium,

s FW Dﬂwtment, S'mﬂa.
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