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No. 501 W., 10re Fesruary 1896.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Reap—the following papers :—

From the Chief Engineer for Trrigation, dated 10th September 1894, No. 39 W.
39 & » » ” 14th ” ” " ‘o W-
”» » ) ) 14th November » s 54 W.
" » ” ”» 26th »” » » 62 E.W.
oF ¥ i » 17th June 1895, ,, 44 EW.
7th December ,, , 72 EEW.

" ” ” bR

Orper—No. 501 W., dated 10th February 1€96.

The papers read above relate to the question of the repair of zemindari or private
tanks which affect lines of railway, and on the breaching of which damage has been,
or is likely to be, caused to railways concerned.

9 Tn G.O. No. 862 1., dated 8th November 1894, the Government directed that
early steps should be taken in the Public Works and Revenue Departments to put all
railway-affecting tanks under their charge in order. As regards zemindari and
- private tanks, Collectors were directet_i, pending the settlement of the question
whether plans and estimates for repairing them should be drawn up by the Public
. Works Department or not, to take the preliminary steps necessary for inducing the

owners to repair their tanks. ' :

3. Superintending Engineers have sent up to the Chief Engineer for Irrigation
proposals for the entertainment of temporary establishment for preparing estimates
for the repair of zemindari tanks, and these have, from time to time, been trans-
ferred to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, in view to the orders of
Government being obtained thereon.

) 4. Some doubt has been expressed as to whether the provisions of Madras Act
No. IV of 1886 can be rendered operative as against the owners of private tanks who
neglect to take the requisite precautions to keep their tanks in a proper state of repair.
No attempt, however, seems to have been made under the Act to force private owners
to repair their tanks. The introduction and extension of the East Coast Railway
through a country abounding in tanks, many of which threaten the safety of the line,
add considerably to the importance of the subject, and it becomes a matter of serious
consideration whether the question should not now be forced to a legal issue.

5. The Chief Engineer for Irrigation will, in communication with the Collector of
the District concerned, select some glaring case of neglect to keep a tank or group of
tanks in proper repair and proceed thereon in the manner laid down in the Act. The
result will, in due course, be reported to Government for such further orders as may

be required.
(True Extract.)

D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, Colonel, R.E.,

(Signed)
; Joint Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.
To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
,, the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
»» Superintending Kngineers,
,, the Revenue Department.

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
Spare Copies
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