


No. 847 M., 15mn May 1896,

GOVERNMEN[ OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper:—
G 0., No. 207?& M., dated 9th December 1895.

ApsTrRacT.—Passing orders about the appointment of an additional Assistant Sanitary
Engineer, and ordering that the execution of the next water-supply or drainage scheme be
entrusted to the Public Works Department.

RBAD———élso the following papers':——

Office-note from the Honourable Colonel D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, R.E., Joint
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, dated Madras, 11th January 1896, No. 172-C.

With reference to orders in the Local and Municipal Department, No. 2073 M.,
dated 9th December 1895, please let me know whether further orders may be expected
on the subject of the contributions payable to the Public Works Department for the
execution of sanitary works for Municipalities. In paragraph 3 of his office-note,
No. 3268-C., dated 2nd November 1895, Colonel Pennycuick proposed a scale of
charges which he considered suitable ; but the order thereon in the Local and Muni-
cipal Department makes no reference to this matter.

Note by the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department.

The best manner of dealing with the organisation of the Sanitary Engineering
Depaitment has been under discussion for several years and there are some conflicting
orders on the subject ; but it was finally decided in G.0., No. 2073 M., dated 9th
December 1895, that the work of the Sanitary Engineer should be confined to investi-
gating water-supply, drainage, &c., projects, and drawing up the necessary plans and
estimates which should be submitted to Government through the Sanitary Board.
The construction of the works, and obtaining the plant, required for the next project of
the deseription to be carried out, was to be entrusted to the Public Works Department.

2. Mr. Jones, the Sanitary Engineer, now requests that Government will be
pleased to reconsider that order.

3. The reasons that led to the passing of the order objected to by Mr. Jones
were that, owing to the rapid increase of sanitary works, 1t was found necessary
to increase the Engineering establishment, and Colonel Pennycuick was of opinion
that it was not advisable to lend officers and subordinates from this department
to work under the orders of the Sanitary Engineer, and that it would be better to
put the execution of the works entirely under the Public Works Department. There
seems to me to be objections both to lending men to the Sanitary Engineer and also
to carrying out the work by the ordinary Public Works Department establishment
and it really amounts to a choice of two evils, both of which are necessitated b)"
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(2) Trifling alterations in design can be sanctioned by the Superintending
Engineer of the circle, material alterations proposed chould be submitted by the
Superintend'mg Engineer to the Chief Engineer who, if he thinks advisable, will refer
to the Sanitary Engineer for opinion. .

(3) The Sanitary Engineer will not be required to visit and report on schemes
under execution, the Superiutending Engineer and Executive Engineer will do that
duty.

" (4) As the works will be under the Public Works Department, the rules in

.

force in.that department regarding tender for English supplies will be adhered to.

10. Mr. Jones further raises the question of the maintenance of completed
schemes, ith him that .it will be a fatal mistake to hand
ovar the care of . to the Municipalities concerned ; but T doubt if it

would be possible to € i ' 3 The question of impro ving the
status and efficiency of the Lo is now under consideration and it
is possible that these officers might be m look after completed water-supply
and drainage works, contribution for this purpose being made by the Municipalities
who benefit thereby-
(Signed) D. McNELL CAMPBELL, €ol, RE,
5th Pebruary 1896. Chief Enginecer; P. Ww.D.

——

ENCLOSURE,

From J. A. JONES, Esq., MEM. INST. C:Eo F.R.8.F., Sanitary Engineer to Government, to the
Chief Secretary to Government (through the Chief Engineer, Public ‘Works Department),
dated Fort St. George, 29th January 1896, No. 261.

With reference £0 G 9073 M., dated 9th December 1895, T have the honour to
request that Government ¢ 4 to consider the following remarks which I venture to
- snbmit after careful cons sequences that, T fear, will follow the changes
3 i o such that 1 consider Government should be° in

s which T have not hitherto had an opportunity of laying

ofore Government; t that (Colonel Pennyeuick has retired, becanse had he still been here

1 feel sure, he would have given them his earnest consideration. ’

2. It might be understood from the tenor of the Government Order under reference that 1
had desired and advocated the changes, but it will be seen from a perusal of my letter embodied
in the Government Order in.questlou, that I have never advocated that the work of the Sanitary
Engineer should be limited 10 the manner lately sanctioned. At the same time it is right to say
that I, as & member of the Sanitary Boardz acquiesced in a proposal made by the Sanitary Board
that the work should be so limited, but this was because 1 saw it was hopeless under the then
oxisting régime of the Public Works Department to obtain assistance from that department by
method of temporary transfers. \Vhethgr other counsels prevail now 1 am not in a position to
say, but I suggest that the policy 18 possible of reversal or modification, and thus many of Colonel

Pennyouick’s objections to the existing gystem would be met.

3. In fact this was the original intention of Government as may be seen by a perusal of
G.0., No. 1838 M., dated 96th October 1891, wherein it is ordered that * supervisors and
OVerseers required for the permanent staff referred to by the Sanitary Engineer as class (A)
ahould, if possible, be obtained from the Public Works Dopartment.”

4. Government will learn from a perusal of past correspondence that 1 have never asked to
be relieved of any portion of the duties until lately appertaining to me, but that I have, on
the other hand, merely desired to carry out these duties in an efficient manner, which conld be
done only by an increase in staff.

5. T beg to submit to Government that the refusal to grant this extra staff cannot have been
on financial grounds, because the cost of any staft granted is recouped from the body for whom
the works are being carried out as will still be t%xe case in the proposed arrangement for the
Public Works Department to exocute works. I further submit that if the works alread
oxecuted had been 80 by the Public Works Department the following would have been the ﬁﬁq,ny
cial result, that is, that the accoptance of Colonel Pennyeuick’s terms or proposals will fo; .
gimilar amount of work in the future, entail on the local bodies concerned an increased contrib .
tion amounting to Rs. 88,000 under one alternative or Iis. 1,15,000 under the other. This .
say about five years actual expenditure i8 Rs. 23,000 a year and that is an amount which wOYEE
pay for three more Assistant Kngineers than that at present. N
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case 1t is not stated what charges are to be covered by the rate proposed, while in the
latter the 123 and 20 per cent., respectively, are to cover all charges for supervision
of work and also preparation of estimates. As this last-mentioned work is to be
carried out by the Sanitary Engineer, there does not seem to be any reason why any
charge should be made by the Public Works Department on this account. What
charge should be made for supervision of work is a question open to doubt anc dis- :
pute, of which it would be extremely difficult to find a settlement satisfactory to all f
parties. However, inasmuch as practically in every case half the cost of the works |
is met from Provineial funds, whatever may be the rate that is determined on, half éit,
the sum recovered will merely be transferred from one side of the Provineial accoundy
to the other, 7.e., from 45. Civil Works—Miscellaneous Public Improvements —to¥
XXXII. Civil Works. Under these circumstances the Government considers that the
best way to settle the question will be to make no charge on municipalities for super- |
vision of the works executed, and this plan will accordingly be adopted in future,

(True Extract.)
W

~—7 - 4

4 g .

Wt A
Under Seeretary. P.W. D>
for.( Taef Neeretary.

To the Public Works Department.

» the Joint Secretary, Saffitary Board (Engineering Branch).
,» the b " y» (Sanitary Branch).
the Sanitary Engineer.

the Sanitary Commissioner.

all Chairmen of Municipal Councils.

all Collectors,

all Presidents of District Boards.

att-President, Municipal Commission, Madras.

y 7 A

Exd. C. M- Brisson.
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