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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
Note by the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department.
Triehwnopoly Water-works.

The subsidiary pumping station is complete, but the engines have not yet been
tested.

2. The main pumping station, the site of which was changed after the floods of
1893, is making fair progress ; the pumping well is sunk to its full depth ; the screen-
ing chamber well has to be sunk 15 feet more and the three collecting wells have
been sunk 12’ 17, 8’ 0” and 5" 0" out of their total depth of twenty-three feet.

3. It is stated that no difficulty has yet been experienced in sinking these wells,
but it is probable that the difficulty will increase with the depth sunk and it would be
well to plaster the outside with smooth plaster ; this has been done with good results
i the case of the screening chamber well, and as only the bottom and not the sides
of the collecting wells are depended on for the entry of water, there is no objection to
the use of plaster.

4. Portland cement has been used for the screening chamber well, and if less
than ten days is available for ifs setting, this material shold be used, but if ten
days or longer can be given, good surki plaster will be just as effective and much
cheaper.

9. A very small stream, apparently a branch of the river, runs along the Padugai
about. thirty feet from the foot of the retaining wall which protects the space occupied
by the pumping station, and it has been suggested that this may cause a scour which
might endanger the safety of the retaining wall. I do not think there is any appre-
ciable danger of this and the branch might probably be closed altogether in all but
heavy floods by a small bank across its head ; it should be considered in the [rriga-
tion Branch if this can be done.

6. It will be enough for the present to watch it carefully during the next flood
season, and if it shows any tendency to scour, a stone pitching in the position which
has been sketched on the section of the river will give all the protection that is
necessary.

7. The progress already made is good, and there is at present no reason to antici-
pate an excess on the estimates ; the well-sinking will probably be completed during
the present hot weather, and the erection of the engines and pumps can then be
proceeded with, but the placing of the pipes connecting the infiltration wells will be a
troublesome business which can only be done when the river bed is|dry, or nearly so.

8. Mr. Minchin expects to be able to bring the works into operation in four or
five months, but this involves the completion of the work mentioned above in less than
three months, and it is doubtful whether this can be done.
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