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No. 23>-T., dated the 1oth August 1895.

From —The Government of India, Public Works Department,
To—The Director-General of Telegraphs.

I AM directed to forward herewith copy of a letter from the North-Western
Provinces and Oudh Government, No. 738, dated the 11th June 1894, pointing
out a conflict between section 5 () (4) of the Indian Telegraph Act, No. XIII
of 1883, and Article 152 of the Telegraph Traffic Code.

2. 1 am to inform you that the Government of- India are of opinion that
Article 152 of the Telegraph Traffic Code, as 1t stands, is directly calculated to
neutralize the power, conferred on Government by section 5 (z) (4) of the Indian
Telegraph Act, to order the divulgence of any message or class of messages in
the interests of the public safety. In order, therefore, to bring the Article
referred to in the Telegraph Traffic Code into harmony with the law as em-
bodied in section 5 (7). (4) of the Indian Telegraph Act, the Government of
India have caused the accompanying re-draft of Article 152 of the Telegraph
Traffic Code to he prepared, and [ am to request that the same may be sub-
stituted for the existing Article bearing that number in the Telegraph Traffic Code.

3. T am also to inform you that the (Government of India have considered it
necessary to revise Article 151 of the Telegraph Traffic Code owing to there
being certain inaccuracies and omissions therein. I am accordingly to request
that the accompanying revision of that Article may be substituted for the exist-
ing Article 151 of the Telegraph Traffic Code. :

4 [ am to request that the Government of India may be informed when the
above revisions of Articles 151 and 152 have been carried out in the Telegraph
Traffic Code.

_Re-draft of Article 151,

THE public functionaries mantioned below are also empowered to order a

Telegraph Officer to divulge any telegram or the purport of any telegram :—

The Governor General in Council, the Governor in Council of Madras, the
Governor in Council of Bombay, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the Lieute-
nant-Governor and Chief Commissioner of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh,
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, the Chief Commissioner of Burma, the
Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, the Chief Commissioner of Assam,
the Chief Commissioner of Coorg, the Chief Commissioner of Ajmere, the
Resident at Hyderabad, the Resident in Mysore, the Resident in Kashmir, the
Agent to the Governor General in Central India, the Agent to the Governor
General in Rajputana, the Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan, the
Agent to the Governor General at Baroda, and the Superintendent of Port Blair
and the Nicobars. :

Re-draft of Article 152.

Under section 5 of the Telegraph Act, the Governor General in Council or
Local Government or any officer specially authorised in this behalf by the
Governor General in Council may, on the occurrence of any public emergency
orin the interests of the public safety, order that any message or class of
messages to or from any person or class of persons or relating to any particular
subject, brought for transmission by, or transmitted or received by, any telegraph,
shall not be transmitted or shall be intercepted or detained or shall be disclosed
to the Government or any officer thereof mentioned in the order, and if any
doubt arises as to the existence of a public emergency, or whether any act done
under the section was in the interests of the public safety, a certificate signed
by a Secretary to the Government of India or to the Local Government is to
be conclusive proof on the point. This section is for the purpose of giving
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Government the power of intercepting or detaining messages and ascertaining
their contents whenever in the opinion of the Government any public emergency
or the interests of the public safety justify this course, and a telegraph official
receiving an order under this section is bound to obey it and to intercept or
detain the message or class of messages specified in the order, or to disclose
the contents thereof as the case may be.

Every such official acting in obedience to any such order is exempted ‘ from
the penalty imposed by section 26 of the Act on telegraph officers wilfully
omitting to transmit or intercepting or detaining any message or any part thereof,
but in order to secure for himself the benefit of the exception, he should before
omitting to transmit or intercepting or detaining any message satisfy himself with
reference to the particulars specified in the order that the message which he has
in his hands is the particular message or a message of the class referred to in

the order.

In the case of individual messages such particulars should when practicable
include the names of the sender and addressee or one of them and the time and
place of transmission, or such other particulars as may be available, and as will
tend to the clear identification of the telegram required.

In the case of a general order affecting a class of messages it is not prac-
ticable to prescribe the nature of {pe particulars required but they ought to be
such as to enable the officer tq determine without serious risk of error whether
any particular message does or does not belong to the class. A receipt for any
message disclosed to the Government or an officer of- Government in accordance
with any such order shall always be obtained if possible.

No. 56-T., dated the 15th August 1895,

From—The Director-Genera] of Telegraphs,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department.

WITH reference to your letter No. 250-T., dated the 10th of August 1893,
I have the honour to state that the corrections ordered in the Traffic Code of the
Telegraph Department will be jssued without delay, and the report asked for
sent in when the correction has been circulated. 1 have, however, to point out
that the re-draft of Article ; 5t requires to be supplemented by an explanatory
note, as drafted below, in order tq prevent misunderstandings “and useless or
irritating  correspondence on the part of the Telegraph and Post Masters.
I may add that it is found absolutely necessary in practice to issue very precise

orders in such matters to the subordinate staff of the Telegraph and Postal
Departments.

: 2. I accordingly propose to supplement draft Article ; 51 by the following
note :—

* These orders will be signed By a Secretary to Government, in the cases of the public
functionaries above named, whose orders are usually conveyed by this channel, In the

;_emai’?ing cases, the orders will be Personally signed by the public functionaries in ques-
ion.

No. 277-T,, dated the 13th September 183,

From—The Government of India, Public Works Department,
To—The Director-Genera] of Telegraphs.

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 56.T., dated the
15th August 1895, and in reply to inform you that the Government of India
consider that the words “or Loca] Administration ” should be inserted after the
words ! a Secretary to Government " in the proposed explanatory note to re-draft
Article 151 of the Telegraph Traffic Code, Subject to this addition, the pro-
posed explanatory note is approved by the Government of India.

3

2. With the above addition the re-draft of Article 1 5f will now read as follo‘ws, |

and should be substituted for that sanctioned in Public Works Department letter
No. 250-T., dated the 10th August 1895 :—

**The public functionaries mentioned below are also empowered to order a Telegraph
Officer to divulge any telegram or the purport of any telegram ;—

‘“The Governor General in Council, the Governor in Council of Madras, the Governor
in Council of Bombay, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the Licutenant-Governor
and Chief Commissioner of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, the Lieutenant-
Governor of the Punjab, the Chief Commissioner of Burma, the Chief Commissioner of the
Central Provinces, the Chief Commissioner of Assam, the Chief Commissioner of Coorg,
the Chief Commissioner of Ajmere, the Resident at Hyderabad, the Resident in Mysore,
the Resident in Kashmir, the Agent to the Governor General in Ceéntral India, the Agent
to the Governor General in Rajputana, the Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan,
the Agent to the Governor General at Baroda, and the Superintendent of Port Blair and
the Nicobars.

“These orders will be signed by a Secretary to Government or Local Administration,
in the case of those of the public functionaries above named, whose orders are usually
conveyed by this channel. * In the remaining cases the orders wil] be personally signed by
the public functionaries in question.” ‘

G. C. Press, Simla,—~No, 1145 H. D.wey.10.05.—486,
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FROM
L. M. THORNTON, Es05 'y

.

eputy Secretary to the Government of India,

To
Tue CHIEF SECIRETARY TO THé GOVERNMENT OF THE

B

t,,’/’

Home Department.
Public. :

SIR,

I AMm directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 738, dated
the 11th June 1894, pointing out that the provisions of section 5 (1) () of the
Indian Telegraph Act, XIII of 1885, seem to be _contra.vened by the instructions
for the guidance of Telegraph officials contained in Article 152 of the Telegraph

Traffic Code.

b

2. In reply I am to forward for the in-

- . . ks >, S .
1. From the Government of India, Public Wor formatlo :
Départment, to the Director-General of Telegraphs, n of His Honour the Lieutenant

No. 250-T., dated roth August 1895. Governor and Chief Commissi
02. [érom the Director-Gener’aI of Telegraphs, ttD f ' oner a copy
the Government of Ir;dia, hPu:hc YV%rkss Depart-  of the correspondence marginally noted,.
ment, No. 56-T., dated 15t ugust 1805. ) ) e -
3 From the Covernment of Tadie E?I;cg\?\z";ﬁb relative to the revision of Articles 151 and
Department, to the Director-General of lelegr )
N?a;n-l:j, dated 13th September 1895. 152 of the Telegraph Traffic Code.

f"l"?u‘iy‘!:"'icn-q“.r-“#l"“’,‘"‘_4””— b W it ) el

I have the honour to be,

"

SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,
L. M. THORNTON,
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India.
Neo. = © ®

ith copy of the letter from the Government of the North-Western
vagg;vén\g Oucdhp,yNo. 738, dated the 11th June 1894, forwarded to all Local
Governments and Administrations, for information.

r
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arded to the Public Works Department, with referénce to that
Depa?t(:rlljt}a]nft?;“gzﬁce Memorandum No. 278-T., dated the 13th ultimo.
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ndence forwarded to the other Departments of the Govern-
mentco?l)l};l((i)ifacgggst}z)othe Superintendent of Port Blair, for information.» * b

By order,
L. M. THORNTON,
Depz_lf}' Secretary to the Government of India.

; .
‘ 3&‘-—/ ‘r\t +/)KJW G. C. Press, Simla.—1145 H. D.=4-10-95.— 486.
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Simla, the %—‘E October 1895.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General.
Account.

Reap—the following papers :—

From D. C. GORDON, Esq., Examiner, Public Works Accounts, to the Secretary
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 25th February
1886, No. 125 W.

With reference to paragraph 5 of my office note No, 675, dated 25th November
1885, I have the honor to submit, for the approval of Government, a set of formsfand
instructions in view to giving effect to the requirements of the Government of India
(vide letter No. 277 A.G., of 80th October 1885, printed with G.O., No. 2950 W.,
dated 9th December 1885).

9. The General Superintendent, Presidency Workshops, has tested the forms in
their general character, and though I have somewhat modified them since they were
so tested, the alterations will not cause any practical difficulties in their compilation.
The annual administrative accounts of the shops will be prcpared as heretofore, the
introduction of the forms now proposed affecting only monthly procedure and accounts.

3. Provision has heen made for charges on account of—

Additions and repairs to block,

Sanctioned permanent establishment,

Purchase and repairs of machinery and plant,
being debited to the Provincial budget grant under—

Original Works.

Repairs.

Establishment. .

Tools and plant.

4, Charges, outturn, and balance on works done in the shops will be recorded
in a special suspense account, termed the “ Workshop manufacture suspense.” In this
account will be included  * raw materials in hand,” e, for current use, the object
being to obviate the ineonvenience which the General Superintendent represents
would be caused by obtaining all articles required for immediate use from the Stores
division. The value of materials charged under this head is not to exceed Rs. 5,000
at any time.

5 A subsidiary account, termed “sales,” is proposed, chargeable to the budget

grant, for the purpose of recording deposits, which are compulsory prior to commence-
ment of work in certain cases and for adjustments in advance of completion of work
Code paragraphs 2283 A to 2283 E).
6. With reference to Code paragraph 2283 D, it is proposed that ¢jobs of a
trifling character ”’ may be considered to be works estimated to cost Rs. 2,500 and under
for which monthly adjustment in anticipation of completion will not be considered
necessary.

7. Work done for the Public Works Department will be billed for ‘at the cost as
brought into the workshop manufacture suspense account, that is, at the actual cost of
labor and materials plus a percentage of the general and contingent charges of manu-
facture distributed at the discretion of the General Superintendent to the works in hand.

(see
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