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Orper—No. 872, Publie, dated 19th October 1895,

In G.O., No. 975, Public, dated 22nd December 1894, the Couneil of the Victoria
Technical Institute was requested to submit definite proposals as to the portions of the
new buildings on the Pantheon Road, Madras, which it would require and the use to
which each room would be put if made available, In his reply, No. 12, dated 25th
February 1895, the President of the Couneil briefly states that it is proposed to reserve
the upper floor for a museum and g library, while the rooms downstairs are required
for class, meeting, office, record and Store rooms. He then proeeeds to remark on the
solution of the “technical edueation problem ” in this Presidency and the position
which the Council proposes to adopt in reference thereto. It is t be regretted that,
before despatching his communication to Government, the President did not take
greater care to verify the statements whieh it contains. For instance, in paragraph 3
the President presumes that the Government will admit that it has not yet broken
ground in regard to technical education, and from paragraph 8 it would appear that the
Council is under the impression that pq technical museum already exists in the Presi-
dency Town. These statements and the whole position taken up by the Council have
been fully and accurately dealt with by the Director of Public Instruction in his
letter, No. 4833, dated 231d April 1895, and the Government cannot do better than
communicate it to the President and commend Dr. Duncan’s remarks to the earnest
consideration of the Couneil.

2. It appears to Government, from a perusal of the President’s letter of the 25th
Febraary last, that the Council has conceived an idea of its position and duties in
connection with technical education which cannot be regarded otherwise than asg
untenable. While the Government must in the ordinary course of things be held
primarily responsible for the advancement of technical education and must necessarily
provide by far the greater Proportion of the funds without which the object in view
cannot be achieved, it is obviously impossible to entrust to a body composed as the
Council of the Victoria Technjcal Institute is the duty of supervising, directing and
advising as to the steps which should be taken to promofe the cause of technical educa-

i The Government cannot at urther pronouncement of its
j ecessarily be held over until
it has dealt with the recommendations
of the committee which has recently consi-
dered the various questions connected
with the re-organization of the School of Arts,

3. The Government regrets that it cannot accede to the request that the whole
of the new buildings should be Placed at the Council’s disposal. I he Couneil has lost
sight of the fact that the primary object of the new buildings was 2 Free Library ; the
Technical Institute was a secondary consideration.

4. Tt has, in separate Proceedings, been decided that the library of the Literary
. Society shall be accommodated in the new
No. , Public, dated September 1895, buildings pending the decision of the
question of providing for it elsewhere.
There are also the following collections to he provided for therein :—

(a) The Connemara Free | .ibrary, the nucleus of which consists of the books
now lodged in the Museum library.

(4) The Art and Ethnologieal sections of the Government Central Museum.

(¢) The Art collection at Present in the School of Arts,

(d) The collection of Aymgnow deposited in the Arsenal, Fort St. George.

(¢) The Oriental Manuseripts Library.

In regard to the last mentioned, it is observed that in paragraph 3 of G.0,,
No. 597, Public, dated 16th August 1894, it was remarked that if sufficient space
for the manuscripts and special staff employed in connection with them could not be
found in the new buildings it was Possible that they might be accommodated in the
Museum after the removal of the Art gng Ethnological sections. Wo report from the
Superintendent on the point has yet been received. ,

G.0., No. 471, Educational, dated 7th June
1895.
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Again, to show that Government and those responsible for and engaged in technical
education were alive to the need for keeping abreast with the times and that thev
were aware that there was no finality in educational work of this kind, I may allude
to the thorough revision to which the technical scheme was subjected in 1892-93.
A strong committee was then formed consisting largely of gentlemen who had been
engaged in teaching and examining under the technical notification since 1836,
These gentlemen, some of whom had served on the original committee, brought to
bear on the syllabuses the knowledge they had gained in the actual working of the
scheme during five or six years. It is not for me to assert that the
improved, but improvement on the lines suggested by past experience was what the
committee aimed at and what it fondly believed it had in some measure accomplished
‘Was this commitiee also labouring under a delusiop ? Most of the members of it are;
still happily amongst us, and they will doubtless be surprised to learn that their work
had no relation at all to technical education and did not even break ground in that
direction. Further, the names of the examiners who conduct the examinations under
the technical notification are published twice a year in the #urt St George .Gazpltg
Aupy one who takes the trouble to look through those lists will see that it contains the
names of gentlemen acknowledged to be experts in those departments of science
and art in which they examine. Are we, on the authority of the Council of the
Vietoria Technical Institute, to believe that gentlemen of thoir
ignorant that they mistake for technical education something v
eduecation, or so insincere that year after year they go through :

scheme was

to conduct technical examinations, knowing all the time tp,
not exist in this Presidency ? Again, what are We to say of the managers and
teachers of the technieal and industrial schools and colleges which prepare cz‘?ndidates
for these examinations?  Are they also so ignorant that they do not know that there
is no such thing as technical education in this Presidency, or so immoral that they do
not scruple to lend a hand in maintaining that huge imposture which pretends % be
genuine technical and industrial training ?

3. In what I have said above there is nothin new to Gove ;
who has really taken the trouble to follow the cc{)gurse ofoegu(‘:a:ircl::eiit g;utdorz?;] )si?llfe
1886. I think I have said enough to lead Government to pause before it admits ;2
the Council of the Victoria Technical Institute in a high a priori way assumes that it
must, * that Government has not yet broken ground » in the direction of technical ay d
industrial training. And I will venture now to add by way of conclusion or moral £o
this part of my letter, that the operations of the Victoria Technical Institute .
doomed to failure unless the Clouncil mikes itself tully acquainted with what has
already been done, recognizes the efforts of the Past in a generous spirit, and se‘ts
itself to build upon the foundations already laid. 4

4. The Council of the Victoria Technical Institute is of o
function is to supervise, direct and advise, but that for some time to come it ean
hardly avoid engaging to some extent divectly in the duties of instruction. Tt was
this latter consideration that led the Council to Suggest to Government that it should
take charge of the School of Arts, in view to eonverting it into an efficient and
ful industrial school. In my letter, No. 794, dated 28th January 1895, dealing
with the re-organization of the School of Arts; T have stated my views on this
proposal, and would only add here that, since Government is to remain burdened
with the euntire financial responsibility for the upkeep of the school, it is hichjv
expedient that the Council should put Government In possession of the sp:ciﬁ'c
mmeasures it proposes to take in order to effect this transformation of the School of
Arts.  The Council admits that its income will be fully absorbed by the salaries of
the Curator of the museum and the clerical and other staff. Who then is to pay for
the teachers which the couneil proposes to employ ? 1If it is intended that Govern.
ment 1s to pay the salaries of all the teachers employed by the Institute, it will introduce
this novel feature into the administration, namely, that the teachers are to be paid b
Government, but their work is to be directed and supervised by an independent body.

5. As for the building in Pantheon Road, I am not in possession of the views
entertained by Government when it was first proposed to erect it. Qne thing, how-
ever, is clear, namely, that the situation is badly chosen, if it was intendeq to carry
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he Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, .., D.Sc., Dircetor of Publiq Instrue-
an;it(,: t(()) the Chief Secretary to ,Governmcnt, dated Madras, 23rd April

1895, No. 4833. .

T have the honour to submit the following remarks with reference to endorse-
ment, No. 634, dated 22nd March 1895,

egin by entering my most emphatic protest against the assu‘mptmn
With%lnlicrl?‘;lsnt; l()locl’lncilyof the V?ctogga Technical Institute sets out th.atf thedGo've:ru.
ment of Madras has not yet broken ground in the direction .of technical e u}catlpn.
Not the smallest attempt is made to prove a statement Whl'(:h, to a1111.y %ne _&avmg
meroly an ordinary acquaintance with the progress of education .m this xi?s; eney,
must appear astounding. And yet such _a statement surely 1equl}1;esEE] a' gomei
attempt at least should be made to substant}ate it. fI‘he‘ Governmgnt, the ucatll?na
Department and the several Mana_gers of prlv.ate institutions have in r}o;ce.ntlyegrs een
under the impression that something was being done to promote tec.km{:a e ucatlgn
and the annual reports on pub}lc instruetion have‘ desc'rlbed the wmh : done )year i;y
year. It seems to me to be incumbent on th? Council to show t :t-tl (J(})lvul-nn}]]en J
the Educational Department m?d Managers of. Technical au_d Indl?.slrmt hfsc ools thz;ve
been living during these years in a fool’s paradise H that the lmprefs‘swn afl; tsl(imlo; ‘,nf’?
was being done in the matter of technical education was a mere inntix{sy 0 : e Pmlill; ¢
and that the paragraphs devoted to this subJect' year b)’ year in the .eporl . on tu (;'
Tnstruction were nothing more than the airy imaginings of successn;e kli‘eﬁ (:irs;t }?
Public Instruction. In 1884 Mr. Grigg, at the request of GoYernmle.}n , ske (f: ﬁ 3
outlines of a scheme of scientific and _techmc?.l education, This out 1n€ Iya.? dot l(l)wte't
by a detailed scheme, and in Aapproving of it Government certainly be w}e = at i
was taking an important step in the direction of promoting other than purg ‘1’1 iterary
education (see G.O., No. ?77), dated_ 3rd June 18.85. Al:e we now toh gl evg, on
the authority of the Council of the Victoria Technical Tnstitute, t}‘\?at both Mr. r:%g
and the Government of the day were under a complete dslt_mwn. Then came the
Technical Education committee appointed by Government * in 1885, on Mr. Grigg’s
: recommendation, to draw up courses of
e ‘\13855 401’ Eg“ﬁ“’%’;“l’lggt‘ﬁd““‘ instruction and standards of examination
Spptembered 31 ’taﬁorcl'l 1.'886). BT in scientific and technical subjects. 1t is,
e i : I know, the fashion to speak of {:h% tecl&;
i heme of 1886 as a scheme of examination solely. But this opinion is due
fﬁzaéascct being overlooked that the syllabuses drawn up professed to lay down courses

" of instruction as well as standards of examination, and that the promulgation of the

ification was accompanied by the strengthening apd enlargement of existing
;ltf:tlgfxtions on the seiellx)tiﬁc, technical and industrial sides, and by th‘;l o%;;gm }‘l’f
schools and classes where such did not formerly exist. (See paragrap Y to the
Report on Public Instruction for the year 1886-87). I make bold to sa?ir t g nev;tl'
before in this Presidency had there been called together such an able and in 'uten;i
body of experts, afficial and non-official, as were brought together to assis % t
Grigg in drawing up the technical scheme, This committee, which befan ji= Bitagn
in September 1885, carefully considered every ‘detail of overy sylla ‘lﬁa 1ts ,relf:lrt
being submitted ta Government in February 1886 (see G.0., No. 198, Educatio e )
dated 31st March 1886. Are we to be asked to take for granted, on the mere 7pse t{m
of the Council of the Victoria Technical Institute, that this large and Plienasn
body of experts knew nothing of technical education—that the engeﬂlfn‘f?e toey
had acquired in the lecture-room, in the laboratory, in the WOkahOIf’ _mé © 1aclory,
and in the ficld did not stand them in good stead when they met to assist > (Xernment
in its earnest endeavours to promote industrial' and technical eduggtlonlsgzre w:ia to
be asked to take for granted that, in working this scheme from 18 tﬁn' ri s e
helieving that they were doing something to promote industrial and tech cha ralmngé
and through it to advance the material well-being of the country, t'el .0";{1'““}911
and Fducational department and the heads of technical and industrial institutions:
were Jabouring under a delusion, what they did not being technical and industrial

education at all ?
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on consecutive and systematic instruction in the building. It lies on the outskirts of
the city removed alike from the great centres of the population and from the seats
of such industries as Madras can boast of. The Council proposes to hold evening
classes as well, but I venture to predict that evening classes will not be well attended
if held in a place so far removed from the haunts of the industrial population as the
institute building is. Equally clear it is to my mind that the building; admirable as
it is for other purposes, is badly planned for purposes of instruction. The theatre is
much too large for.the small audiences or classes which the Institute could bring
together. Even a highly popular course of lectures would fail to bring together a
sufficient number to fill the theatre, and any course of lectures on a strictly technical
subject would seldom be attended by a larger number than could be accommodated in
the two front benches. The Uouneil need not object to the theatre being retained
by Government for' other purposes as well, seeing that the room could not be continn-
ously used (could in fact rarely be used) for any of the objects the Council has in
view, and the maintenaunce of it in a state of good repair and in a eleanly condition
would absorb a not inconsiderable part of the funds at the disposal of the Council.
As for the other rooms down-stairs, which it is proposed to utilize as class rooms
I have lmerely to say that they are ill-adapted for purposes of instruction an&
none of them could be adapted to the teaching of such a subject as tinetorial
chemistry without -considerable structural changes carricd out at no small cost.
The Council recognizes the necessity of making cfforts for the improvement of
the condition of Eurasian women and Muhammadans of both sexes. With regard to
'Eurasxan women the Couneil wishes to arrange for instruction in laundry-work, cook-
ing, domestic economy, dress-making and needle-work. It would also arra,nge to
teach Muhammadan Wwomen needle-work, embroidery and the use of the sewing
machine. T agree with the Couneil in recognizing the importance of these thing:'
but if the teaching of these subjects is to be successful it is useless to attempt it in

the palatial building ou the Pantheon Road. Such instruction must be brought nearer
to the homes of the people who are to benefit by it.

Three of the rooms up-stairs the Couneil proposes to oceupy as a museum and
the fourth as a library. The Council attaches eonin)derable impoll')tz.nee to the museum,
which would, it is expected, become the parent of similar museums in the mofussil.
Up-country museums have not hitherto been a success, and I doubt whether the
Council would be able to infuse vitality into those which now exist in a moribund
 condition, much less to establish new ones. But this by the way. What I wish to
invite attention to, in connection with the museum part of the Council’s proposals, is
the repetition by the Council of the same mistake as I have adverted to in the early
part of this letter—viz,, the assumption that a beginning has to be made in the
establishment of a technical museum, Just as it expects Government to take for
granted that there has been up till now no such thing as technical instruction, so it
expects it to be taken for granted that there is at present no such thing as a technical
museum in Madras. To say nothing of the small museums attached to the Christian
College, the Presidency College, the Medical College, the Colleges of Engineering and
Agriculture and the School of Arts—museums which are all more or less technical in
their character—I would ask the Council whether it altogether forgot the existence of
the splendid museum in the Pantheon Road, or, if it had this museum in mind, whether
it means to depy to it the epljchet “technical.” There are sections of this museum which
are in the strict sense technical—as technical as any museum which the Couneil could
establish. If the Council were to establish a museum of its own it could not fail to
overlap with certain sections of the present museum. It would, in my opinion, be a
grave blunder to allow a second Mmuseum to be established in the same compound, the
new one to arrogate to itself the title of « technical.” The present museum is over-
crqw<_ied, and unless space can be set apart for certain sections of it in the Institute
building, Government will have to sanction large additions to the old building. Failing
both these, Government will have to face the inevitable conclusion that the useful-
ness of the museum ’must.for. thq future be curtailed. I cannot understand why there
should be a moment’s hesitation in appropriating the space down-stairs and up-stairs
in the Institute building for the extension of the existing museum. The rooms, ill-
adapted for teaching purposes, are admirably adapted for museum purposes and in
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appropriating them in this way Government may rest assured that it is advancing the
cause of technical and industrial education. This is also the opinion of the committee
on the future management, &e., of the Museum, Connemara Library, and Technical
Institute, two of the members of which were also members of the Council of the
Victoria Technical Institute. I make bold to say that the expansion of the museum
under the present able Superintendent will do more to promote the interests of techni-
cal education than an attempt to hold classes for instruction as proposed by the Couneil.
The Council may have a room for its library and in which to hold its meetings, and the
theatre may be used for any courses of lectures which the council may inaugurate.
The small theatre in the old museum building is also available for lectures. Beyond
this T do not see that the Council can have any need for more accommodation.

6. T do not think that the firms mentioned in paragraph 11 of the Council’s letter
would be prepured to allow their workshops to be used as industrial schools for the
training of stipendiary and other students sent by the Institute.

7 With much that the Council says regarding the importance of developing
technical and industrial training I fully concur. I would further remark that Guv-
ernment and the department are fully alive to the importance of the subject and are
moving as fast as the circumstances of the country and the resources at the disposal
of the State will admit. It is idle to urge the Government of this Presidency to imitate
the gigantic operations of Great Britain with its practically boundless wealth and

resources. .

8. T hope it will not be thought an impertinence on my part if I suggest that
the Council might well reconsider its position, which is in several important particulars
different from what it was when the Council was instituted in 1857. What are the
means with which the Council proposes to effect, or assist in effecting, the educational
reform which it has at heart ? To effect a reform of this kind two things amongst
others are absolutely essential—money in large amount and expert opinion. The
Council has, on its own confession, no money whatever to spend on the teaching of
technical and industrial subjects or on the Inspection of institutions in which such
instruction is given. Government is exppcted to provide the funds for those two pur-
poses. It remains then for the Council to provide the necessary body of expert
opinion, to furnish the intelligent a.nfi.skllled knowledge qnd ms;ght Whlc].:l shall
constitute the moving and directing spirit of technical and mdugtrml gdncatlo_n. _I
can hardly believe that the Council is serious when it says that its main function is
to supervise, direct and advise. I am aware that there may always be on the Council
at least one man who is an expert in some branch of technical instruction, and who
would consequently be able to give Government and the eountry the benefit of his
special knowledge and skill. T am also aware that as long as the Council can retain
at its head a gentleman of the ability and resource of its present President, it will
not fail to furnish to all engaged in technical education advice both highly suggestive
and stimulating. But this is a very different thing from the Council, consisting of
busy men the majority of whom have only an amateurish acquaintance with the
subject, setting itself up as the highest authority in the Presidency on the matter of

technical and industrial training.

F the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, x.4., D. Sc., Director of Public Instruction
l.omto Q:he Ol})hief Secretary to Go,vermnent, dated Madras, 7th May 1895’,

No. 5425.

continuation of my letter, No. 4833, dated 23rd April 1895, I .ahould. have
mentiI;lned that a brief hiZtory o’f the Government Technical_exqmlnatlous will be
found in the Calendar of the Commission for Government Examinations, pages 10-12,
also in Mr. Sathianadhan’s History of Education in the Madras Presidency, pages
954-63. The Council of the Victoria Technical Institute might well have perused
these brief sketches and the connected papers before telling Government that it had

not yet broken ground in the matter of technical education.
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Connemara Library Buildings.

Passing orders on the proposals of the Council
of the Victoria Technical Institute regarding the
portions of the — which it would require and the Trabe
use to which each room would be put if made 6/4 to ‘\)(su.‘}‘
available ; and directing that the issue of orders &
on the subject of Technical Education be deferred

for the present,
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representative museum containing specimens of raw and manufactured products and
models of machines and appliances would be of immense utility in the way of dis-
seminating new ideas, of indicating to the producer in what direction profitable
markets may be found, and of placing the capitalist and the merchant in possession
of facts as to the existence of products, skilled labour and industries, the develop-
ment of which would enrich the country, and might profitably be exploited by them-
selves. In this connection the library of the institute, in the formation of which a
substantial commencement has been made, must not be left out of account.

The salaries of the curator and the clerical and other staff will fully absorb the
available income of the institute, which is at present about Rs. 4,500.

5. While, however, holding the opinion that, in theory, the proper functions
of the institute would not, under normal eonditions, permit it usefully to engage
directly in the duties of instruction, the Council does not conceal from itself that, for
some time to come, it can hardly aveid some work of this kind. It was this consider-
ation which prempted it to suggest to Government that it should take eharge of the
Government School of Arts, in view to converting it into an efficient and powerful
industrial school. It is more than possible, also, that it may be found advisable to
impart instruction in subjeets such as tinetorial - chemistry, drawing, and so om, in
evening classes. To this purpose the three class rooms and Jecture hall downstairs
will be devoted, and it is proposed also to open their use to private persons licensed

by the Couneil to teach and to deliver lecturcs from time to time.

6. Tn this connection, the Council recognizes the neeessity for making efforts for
the improvement of the depressed condition of Eurasian women and of the Muham-
madan community of both sexes, 1t seems desirable to arrange for the instruction
of the former in laundry work, cooking, domestic economy, dress-making and ceedle-
work, so as to afford them the means of earning an honest and self-respectiul livelis
hoed. A project has also been mooted for amalgamating the Anjuman Mufid with
the reformed Madrasa-i-Azam, if Government eventually carries out the proposed
reforms in the latter institution. The Ceuncil anticipates being enabled, if the
proposed amelgamation ‘takes place, to take ‘an active part in assisting the good
work which the Anjuman has commenced in fostering industrial knowledge among
Muhammadans. The condition of the female porticn of that community is likewise
most distressing, and systematic_efforts ought to be made in order to teach thesy
women needlework, embroidery which will sell, and the use of the sewing machine.

7. These may, in comparison with more ambitious departments of technical
edueation, be cousidered humble walks of duty, but they are recognized as responsi-
bilities in Great Dritain, and the Council proposes that they be hkewise accepted as
such in Madras. - ' e aa ~

8, It may be anticipated that the establishment of a technical museum in
Madras will lead to the formation of similar museums in the mufussil. One of the
most useful and gratifying duties of the former would be to assist in the furnishing
forth of the latter.  For this purpose it would be necessary to muintain spare speci-
mens of muny of the exhibits for distribution to local museums. In this view the

wce reserved for the museum ought to be liberal, and that provided seems to be
none too large.

9. In all attempts to map out the work of a teehnical institute, the distinction
between industrial training or the teaching of handicrafts, and the higher or scientific
instruction of the employers, and managers of labour, must never be lost sight of.
Phe edueatiop of the two classes referred to may doubtless oftén’ overlap ; and the

xaore frequently it does so, the greater the success of the system will be. Thereis’
besides tho provision of tramed teachers, the importation of experts from England,
and resort to the skilled English knowledge available in Madras—all of these ought

to be provided or induced to enlist themselves in the service of technical education.

' 10. First, as regards the guasi literary species of it, the Trustees of Pachaiyappa’s -
College have opened very successful evening classes, and the Council understands that
there is & considerable demand for instruction in Surveying, Short-hand, Type-writing

Commercial - Correspondence, Commercial Geography, and Book-keeping, to which.,
Printing and Lithography may be added. - This enterprise ought to be fostered. :
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11. Then, as to pure handicrafts, the railway workshops for smiths’ work and
carpentry ; Messrs. P. Orr and Sons for metal-work and the manufacture of scientific
instrumouis; Messrs. Moses and Cos for boots and shoes and harncss; Messrs.

Simpson and Co. for carringe building; and the School of Arts for carpentry, wood

carving, tile making, pottery and metal-work, might be availed of as industrial schools.

for the training of stipendiary and other students. id :

12. The history of the original firm of Deschamps and Co. exemplifies the apti-
tude of local workmen in the construction of high-class furniture, for which there 1s
thin the Presidency, but also from far beyond its borders.

ady - only wi L 1a ond ;
heoag: dacse el the existing want of systematic training that this

It is a severe commentary on
industry is now extinct. . ] ' .
13. The persons in immediate charge 'of _the md_ustrugl eoncerns alluded to above
belong to the very class which produces similar articles in Fngland, and one of the
first fruits of extended instruction in such crafts would be the stoppage of the vast
drain on the resources of India, caused by the scurce of supply being at present . con-
fined to the Store department of the India ofﬂce, or private 1mp;)rtat-lon‘from fEurope';
¢ advantage would follow from obtaining the services 0 experts
froml(t}e:fthﬁial:ﬁl in-orderg to put capital.isls and employers of'lnbour in the jvag of
understanding the proper methods of tanning and preparing hldzs to be v;;otrlll{e up
into boots, shoes, bags and portmanteaus, harness and saddlery. t presen h QTOﬁlB
a vast export of hides from Madras, which return loaded with the wages and pro l:e
of highly-paid foreigners for working them up. The same 1:emark apphes? to. tﬁe
export of wool and of cotton, while the knowledge of the chemistry of the dye stuils
and the making of good paper remains Jocked up in the same quarter. purt
15. Finally, the Council regards the present condition of agr}cultural education
with grave coneern. It has to do with far the greatest industry in the country, and
not until farm schools, museums and local exhibitions, .hav.e‘thoron_ghly impregnated
the rvot with enlightened methods and the freshest scientific knowledge, communl-
eated in a manner in which he will “be able to assimilute and utilize them, can this
branch of technical sdacation be eonsidered to have been placed on a basis befitting
an industry on which the finances of the country ave, so far as Madras is concerned,

unfortunately increasingly dependent.
16. In the above compressed resumé, the Council has endea’vqured‘ to sketi:hg
rogramme of the possibilities of technical education during the next few years. It
fecls that in doing 8O it has provided a syllabus of 1¥npenal work, and that, for a
finuneially weak private body to attempt independent action, would be merely to court
certain failure, and the discredit of a great and much n ded eduputlonal aqd econo-
mic advance. Thbe Council has en'deavmued to confine itself to strictly practical lines
and wants. 1f its scheme be considered ambitious, it can only see in such an opinion,
an overwhelming argument in favour of the direct intervention of Government for the

fulfilment on the part of the State of a great duty. :

17. 1 the Government should be pleased to approve of the views now laid before
it, legislation, somewhat on the lines adopfed in Great Britain, will, no doubt, be
eventually unavoidable 5 but it does not appear to the Connéil that it is immediately
essential. In addition to the usual allotment for the School of Arts, a graut of
Rs. 20,000 towards the furnishing and eqylpment-oi “the library and museum,
the payment of stipends to pupils and salaries to teachers, .aud for g‘.ramfs-m.:qq.
would probably suffice to make a comm‘encgment.of real work in 1896-96. - Detailed
estimates would be submitted for sanetion from time to time. ] ,

— ¥ 3

Endorsement No. 634, dated 14th March 1895.

Referred, through the Educational D(‘panment, for the remarks of the Du'ector i

i : (Signed) . F. PRICE,
Claef Secretary.
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From the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAYN, m.a., D.Sc., Dircetor of Public Instrue-
tion, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 23rd April
1895, No. 4833. _

1 have the honour te submit the following remarks with reference to endorse-
ment, No. 634, dated 22nd March 1895.

9. T must begin by entering my most emphatic protest against the assumption
with which the Council of the Victoria Technical Institute sets out that the Govern-
ment of Madras has not yet broken ground in the direction of technical education.
Not the smallest attempt is made to prove a statement which, to any one having
merely an ordinary acquaintance with the progress of education in this Presidency,
must appear astounding. And yet such a statement surely requires that some
attempt at least should be made to substantiate it. The Government, the Educational
Department and the several Managers of private institutions have in recent years been
under the impression that something was being done to promote technical education
and the annual reports on public instruction have described the work done year by
year. 1t seems to me to be incumbent on the Council to show that Government,
the Educational Department and Managers of Technical and Industrial schools have
been living during these years in a fool’s paradise ; that the impression that something
was being done in the matter of technical education was a mere fantasy of the brain;
and that the paragraphs devoted to this subject year by year in the Report on Public
TInstruction were nothing more than the airy imaginings of successive Directors of
Public Instruction.  In 1884 Mr. Grigg, at the request of Government, sketched the
outlines of a scheme of scientific and technical education, This outline was followed
by a detailed scheme, and in approving of it Government certainly believed that it
was taking an important step. in the direction of promoting other than purely literary
education (see G.O., No. 377), dated 8rd June 1885. Are we now to believe, on
the authority of the Council of the Victoria Technical Institute, that both Mr. Grigg
and the Government of the day were under a complete delusion ? Then came the
Technical Education committee appointed by Government * in 1885, on Mr. Grigg’s
o (T o B : recommendation, to draw up courses of

“;’f;tfnﬁ;;ﬁggf f];oEg“S” f’&?ﬁgﬁf’ﬁd{lﬁ instruction and standards of examination
tional, dated 31st March 1884). in scientific and technical subjects. 1t is,

. T know, the fashion to speak of the tech-
nical scheme of 1886 as a scheme of examination solely. But this opinion is due to
the fact being overlooked that the syllabuses drawn up professed to lay down courses
" of instruction as well as standards of examination, and that the promulgation of the
notification was accompanied by the strengthening and enlargement of existing
institutions on the scientifie, technical and industrial sides, and by the opening of
schools and classes where such did not formerly exist. (See paragraph 532 of the
Report on Public Instruction for the year 1886-87). I make bold to say that never
before in this Presidency had there been called together such an able and influential
body of experts, official and non-official, as were brought together to assist Mr,
Grigg in drawing up the technical scheme, This committee, which began its sittings
in September 1885, carefully considered every ‘detail of every syllabus, its report
being submitted to Government in February 1886 (see G.0., No. 198, Educational),
dated 31st March 1886. Are we to be asked to take for granted, on the mere ¢pse dizt
of the Council of the Victoria Technical Institute, that this large and representative
body of experts knew nothing of technical education—that the experience they
had acquired in the lecture-room, in the laboratory, in the workshop, in the factory,
and in the ficld did not stand them in good stead when they met to assist Government
in its earnest endeavours to promote industrial and technical education? Are we to
be asked to take for granted that, in working this scheme from 1886 to 1892, and in
believing that they were doing something to promote industrial and technical training
and through it to advance the material well-being of the country, the Government,
and Kducational department and the heads of technical and industrial institutions
were labouring under a delusion, what they did not being technical and industrial

edueation at all ?
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5. Tt will thus be seen that the calls on the available accommodation are already
and at the present juncture the Government is not in a position to do more
than provide space for the Council’s library in a room which could also be used for
the meetings of the Council and to grant permission to the Council to use the small
theatre in the Central Museum for lectures, the new theatre being apparently much

too large for the purpose.

heavy,

6. In regard to item (c) in paragraph 4 supra, the Director of Public Instruction , |

has stated in paragraph 10 of his letter recorded in G.0., No. 471, Educational, dated
7th June 1895, that he approves the proposed transfer subject to the condition that
no articles are moved which are in constant Ttequisition at the School of Arts as
models or otherwise. With advertence to item (d), it is observed that a selection of
objects of interest has been made by
G.0., No. 416, R., dated 3rd April 1895, Mr. Thurston and the Government of
India has been addressed in reference to

their transfer to the new buildings.

7. In the absence of details of the space required for each of the purposes

enumerated above the Government is unable to pass orders as to the actual distri-

bution of the rooms in the new buildings. In paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 597, Public, . .

dated 16th August 1894, the Government aged generally in the observations in

aragraph 21 of the report of the committee recorded therein to the effect that the
whole of the buildings should be in charge of an officer of some standing and position
and that, as the most economical and convenient arrangement, the Superintendent of
the Central Museum should be entrusted with the duty and have also general charge
of the free library and the public collections to be deposited in the buiidings. His
Excellency the Governor in Council considers that the time has now arrived to give
offeot to this suggestion and Mr. Thurston will therefore be requested to submit with
the least possible delay the distribution of the accommodation which he would propose
for the purposes indicated above. He should consult the Honorary Secretary of the
Literary Society as to the space that will be required for its books. The question of
an allowance to the Superintendent of the Museum for the additional duties he will
be called upon to perform must be held over for future consideration. But meanwhile
the Director of Public Instruction will be requested to favour Government with his

views on the subject.

8. In regard to the evening classes referred to by the President in paragraph 5
of his letter the Government fully agrees with the Director of Public Instruction
that the situation of the new buildings is unsuitable for the purpose. Such classes to
be a success should be held in the midst of the people who are to profit by them.
Provided that the Council finds the requisite funds and does not deal with subjects
which are already met by existing institutions there can be no objection to its under-
taking to give instruction 1n technical subjects. This, however, is a matter in which it
would be wise to defer action pending the promulgation of the decision of Government,
as to the future scope of the work connected with the School of Arts. The disposal
of the various minor matters referred to by the President of the Council and the

Director of Public Instruction must similarly be held over. /s
1/
(True Extract.) /f ,& -
.'V { s DTS e
” Chief Secretary.

To the Secretary, Victoria Technical Tnstitute, Madras,
,, Director of Public Instruction.

Superintendent, Governmelyantral Museum.
Revenue Department. 4

Public Works Department.

Educational Department. ;

Honorary Secretary, Madras Literary Society.

Exd. A. Raitt.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From the Hon’ble Mr. C. S. CROLE, President of the Council, Victoria
Technical Institute, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dat :1 M
25th February 189,5, No. 12. J j i Tk adras,

As desired by Government in its order of 22nd December 1894, No. 975, Public
1 have the honour to lay before it two tracings of the rooms in the ifictoria T,echuica.l’
Institute. The entries in red ink show at a glance the uses to which the couneil
would pat the accommodation pr wided. DBriefly stated, the upper floor is reserved
for the museum and library, the rooms. in the lower are allotted for meeting, office
record and. store-rooms, while thres eclass rooms and the lecture hall absc;rb tht;
space downstairs.

9. The principle on which the Cuncil has made the above allocati
available in the new buildings of the Technical -Institute in lgg:tllg?lstfht:;zsg:::
savolves some consideration of the solution of the technical education problem in the
Madras Presidency, and it likewise requires that some clear understanding with
Government should be arrived at. The Council does not pretend to take any long views
on an Indian sabject of such importance anl complexity, or to forestall developmonts
which it would bs hard to predict ; but it is not impossible to lay down ths prope’r
sphero of duty belon3ing to the eouncil of the Vietoria Teshnical Institute for the
present and in the immediate future. The present Qpﬁortunity may, it is submitted
be not inappropriately taken by GO.Vel_'IIment of advertiéidg the Couneil, and thro;igl;
it the public, in respect of the attitude towards technical education, whish Governe
ment purposes to assume in the Madras Presid ency. s e

3. The object of, and necessity for, technical educati ‘21 of it M
the duties of Government and of local bodies in réspiﬁn’ogheitﬁﬂgdoigz mﬁﬁi
which funds are raised and administered have, in so far as Great Britain especiall
is concerned, been fully discussed in a speech delivered by the President in Pachai-
yappa's Hall, which his since been printed in pamphlet "form"(copy enclosed) by the
Trustees of that institution. The Council, therefore, in order to avoid repetition
proposes to assume it as common ground that technical eduéat,ioxi i ud Wask the
spocial eare of civilized Governments as the literary e hcation o the ey s o
likewise, the Council supposes, be admitted that Government has not yet Seokean ground
in this direction in Madras. it e

-4, The real question which the completion of the Victori i st
buildings in the Pantheon road has brought into progli‘r::a?::enias ;I“lecv}:,z;c:]mirnt;:u:
my appear desirable for Government to commence to discharge'its responsibilities in
this all important matter. Incidentally the decision will involve the future of this
Council, for it is beyond dispute that, except as an instrament in carrying out the
determinate policy of Government, a body of this character would, by itself be
absolutely powerless to cope with the gigantic task of bringing about an. educational
reform closely affecting thirty millions of human beings, The most that the Council of
the Victoria Technical Institute can be expected to do,— and it is quite ready to strain
gvery nerve for the due performance of that function—is to supervise, direct and
advise. It might also do much in the way of bringing capital and labour in India
into touch ‘with the most improved methods of the day in other countries. Asan
suxiliary to the due performance of this duty, the establishment of an efficient and
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representative museum containing specimens of raw and manufactured products and
models of machines and appliances would be of immense utility in the way of dis-
seminating new ideas, of indicating to the producer in what direction profitable
markets may be found, and of placing the capitalist and the merchant in possession
of facts as to the existence of products, skilled labour and industries, the develop-
ment of which weuld enrich the country, and might profitably be exploited by them-
selves. In this connection the library of the institute, in the formation of which a
substantial commencement has been made, must not be left out of account.

: The §a]aries of the. curator and the clerical and other staff will fully absorb the
available income of the institute, which is at present about Rs. 4,500.

b. _Wh_ile, however, holding the opinion that, in theory, the proper funections
of the institute would vot, under normal conditions, permit it usefully to engage
dlrectly in the dutle_s of mstruction, the Council does not conceal from itself that, for
some time to come, 1t can hardly avoid some work of this kind. It was this consider-
ation which prompted it to suggest to Government that it should take charge of the
g}overn!nent School of_Arts, in view to eonverting it into an efficient and powerful
}ndustna.l school_. IF 1s more than possible, also, that it may be found advisable to
impart instruction in S}lb]ects such as tinetorial chemistry, drawing, and so on, in
evening classes. To this purpose the three class rooms and Jecture hall downstairs
will be devote:d, and it is proposed also to open their use to private persons licensed
by the Council to teach and to deliver lectures from time to time.

fi. In this connection, the Counci] recognizes the necessity for making efforts for
the improvement of the depressed eondition of Eurasian women and of the Muham-
madan community of both sexes. Tt seems desirable to arrange for the instruction
of the former in laundry work, cooking, domestic economy, dress-making and needle-
work, so as to. afford them the means of earning an honest and self-respectful liveli-
hood. A projeet has also been mooted for amulgamating the Anjuman Mufid with
the reformed Madrasa-i-Azam, if Goyverpment eventually carries out the proposed
reforms in the lattgr institution. The Council anticipates being enabled, if the
proposed-amalgama_tlon takes place, to take an active part in assisting the good
work which the Anjuman has eommenced in fostering industrial knowledge among
Muham.madar{s. The condition of the female porticn of that community is likewise
most distressing, and systematic efforis ought to be made in order to teach these
women needlework, embroidery which will sell, and the use of the sewing machine.

7.. These may, in comparison with more ambitious departments of technical
quqatan, be considered humble walks of duty, but they are reeognized as responsi-
bilities in Great Britain, and the Couneil proposes that they be likewise accepted as
such in Madras.

8. It may be anticipated that the establishment of a technical museum in
Madras will lead to the formation of simjlar museums in the mufussil. One of the
most useful and gratifying duties of the former would be to assist in the furnishing
forth of the latter. For this purpose it would be necessary to maintain spare speci-
wens of many of the exhibits for distribution to local museums. In this view the
gpace reserved for the museum ought to be liberal, and that provided seems to be
none too large. = - » -

9. ]P all at.tempts- to map out the work of a technical institute, the distinetion
between. industrial training or 'he’teachin'g of handierafts, and the higher or scientific
instruction of the employers, and managers of labour, must never be lost sight of.
The education of the two classes referred to may doubtless often overlap; and the
more frequently it does so, the greater the success of the system will be. ’There T
besides the provision of trained teachers, the importation of experts from England
and resort to the skilled English knowledge available in Madras—all of these oughi
" to be provided or indueced to enlist themselyes in the service of technical education.

10. First, as regards the quas: lite species of it, the Trustees of Pachai ’
College have opened very successful evgggg%ﬁasses, and the Council Mmﬂmﬁ
there is a eonsiderable demand for instyyction in Surveying, Short-hand, Type-writing
Commercial Correspondence, Commercial Geography, and Book-keeping, to which
Printing and Lithography may be added. This enterprise ought to be fostered.

I e e
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11. Then, as to pure handicrafts, the railway workshops for smiths’ work and
carpentry ; Messrs. P. Orr and Sons for metal-work and the manufacture of scientific
instruments; Messrs. Moses and Co. for boots and shoes and harness; Messrs.
Simpson and Co. for carriage building; and the School of Arts for carpentry, wood
carving, tile making, pottery and metal-work, might be availed of as industrial schools
for the training of stipendiary and other students. ,

12. The history of the original firm of Deschamps and Co. exemplifies the apti-
tude of local workmen in the constructiop of high-class furniture, for which there is
a steady demand, niot only within the Presidency, but also from far beyond its borders.
It is a severe commentary on the existing want of systematic training that this
industry is now extinct. :

13. The persons in immediate charge of the industrial concerns alluded to above
belong to the very class which produces similar articles in ¥ngland, and one of the
first fruits of extended instruction in such crafts would be the stoppage of the vast
drain on the resources of India, caused by the source of supply being at present con-
fined to the Store department of the India office, or private importation from Europe.

14. The same advantage would follow from obtaining the services of experts
from Great Britain in order to put capitalists and employers of labour in the way of
understanding the proper methods of tanning and preparing hides to be worked up
into boots, shoes, bags and portmanteaus, harness and saddlery. At present there is
a vast export of hides from Madras, which return loaded with the wages and profits
of highly-paid foreigners for working them up. The same remark applies to the
export of wool and of cotton, while the knowledge of the chemistry of the dye stuffs
and the making of good paper remains locked up in the same quarter.

15. Finally, the Council regards the present condition of agricultural education
with grave concern. It has to do with far thq greatest industry in the country, and
not until farm schools, museums and local exhibitions, have thoroughly ‘mpregnated
the ryot with enlightened methods and the freshest scientific knowledge, communi-
cated in a manner in which he will be able to assimilate and utilize them, can this
branch of technical edacation be considered to have been placed on a basis befitting
an industry on which the finances of the country are, so far as Madras is concerned,
unfortunately increasingly dependent.

16. In the above compressed resumé, the Couneil has endeavoured to sketch a
programme of the possibilities of technical education during the next few years. It
feels that in doing so it has provided a syllabus of imperial work, and. that, for a
finuncially weak private body to attempt independent action, would be merely to court
certain failure, and the discredit of a great and much needed educational and econo--
mic advance. The Council has endeavoured to confine jtself to strictly practical lines
and wants. If its scheme be considered ambitious, it can only see in such an opinion
an overwhelming argument in favour of the direct intervention of Government for the
fulfilment on the part of the State of a great duty,

17. If the Government should be pleased to approve of the views now laid before
it, legislation, somewhat on the lines adopted in Great Britain, will, no doubt, be-
eventually unavoidable ; but it does not appear to the Council that it is immediately
essential.” In addition to the usual allotment for the School of Arts,a gravt of
Rs. 20,000 towards the furnishing and equipment of the library and museum,
the payment of stipends to pupils and salaries to teachers, and for grants-in-aid
would probably suffice to make a commencement of real work in 1895-96. Detailed
estimates would be submitted for sanction from tlmg to time.

e

Endorsement No. 634, dated 14th March 1895. _
Referred, through the Educational Department, for the remarks jof the Director

of Public Instruction.
(Signed)  J. F. PRICE,
o Ohief eeretary,
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From the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, m.a., D.Sc, Director of Public Instruc-
tion, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 23rd April’
1895, No. 4833.

I llave the honour te submit the following remarks with reference to endorse-.
ment, No. 634, dated 22nd Murch 1895,

i 2. I.must begin by entering my most emphatic protest against the assumption
with which the Council of the Victoria Technical Institute sets out that the Govern-
ment of Madras has not yet broken ground in the direction of technical education.
Not the smallgst attempt. is made to prove a statement which, to any one having
merely an ordinary acquaintance with the progress of education in this Presidency,
must appear astounding. And yet such a statement surely requires that some
attempt at least should be made to substantiate it. The Government, the Educational
Departmeqt and tl}e several Managers of private institutions have in recent years been
under the impression that something was being done to promote technical education
and the annual reports on public instruction have described the work done year by
year. It seems to me to be incumbent on the Council to show that Government,
the Ed_u.catloual. Department and Managers of Techuical and Industrial schools have
been living during these years in a fool’s paradise ; that the impression that something
was being done in the matter of technical education was a mere fantasy of the brain ;
and that_ the paragmph.s devoted to this subject year by year in the Report on Public
Iustr_uctlon were nothing more than the airy imaginings of successive Directors of
Pub.hc Instruction. In 1884 Mr. Grigeg, at the request of Government, sketched the
outlines of- a scheme of scientific and technical education. This outline was followed
by a de.taljled spheme, and in approving of it Government certainly believed that it
was ta!nng an 1mportant step in the direction of promoting other than purely literary
education (see G.0., No. ?)77), dated 8rd June 1885. Are we now to béh’eve, on
the authority of the Council of the Victoria Technical Institute, that both Mr. Grigg
and the Government of the day were under a complete delusion? Then came the
Technical Education committee appointed by Government * in 1885, on Mr. Grigg’s

® (Vide G.O., No. 540, Educational, dated 1
S.eptember 1885, also G.0., No. 198, Edufyz.l-!
‘tional, dated 81st March 188¢).

instruction and standards of examination
in scientific and technical subjects. 1t is,
A I know, the fashion to speak of the tech-
nical schen.:e of 1886 as a scheme of examination solely. But this opinion is due to
thq fact be_mg overlooked that the syllabuses drawn up professed to lay down courses
of nstruction as well as standards of examination, and that the promulgation of the
gotl.ﬁoa!non was accompanied by the strengthening and enlargement of existing
Institutions on the scientifie, technical and industrial sides, and by the opening of
schools and classes where such did not formerly exist. (See paragraph 222 of the
Beport_on Public Instruction for the year 1886-87). I make bold to say that never
before in this Presidency had there been called together such an able and influential
body of experts, official and non-official, as were brought together fo assist Mr,
Grigg in drawing up the technical scheme, This committeo, which began its sittings
in September 1885, carefully considered every detail of every syllabus, its report
being submitted to Government in February 1886 (see G.0O., No. 198, Educational),
dated 31st M}:teh 1886.. Are we to be asked to take for granted, on the mere ipse dizit
of the Council of the Victoria Technical Institute, that this large and representative
body of experts knew nothing of technical education—that the experience they
had acquired in the lecture-room, in the laboratory, in the workshop, in the factory,
§nd in the ficld did not stand them in good stead when they met to assist Government
n 1its earnest endeavours to promote industrial and technical education ? Are we to
be asked to take for granted that, in working ' this scheme from 1886 to 1892, and in
believing that they were doing something to promote industrial and technical training
and through it to advance the material well-being of the country, the Government
and l]',dblz)oat}onal dgpartmqnt and the heads of technical and industrial institutions
Z::; t‘i!bnl:;:uﬁl ?under a del*nswn, what they did not being technical and industrial

recommendation, to ‘draw up courses of

i -~
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Again, to show that Government and those responsible for and engaged in technical
education were alive to the need for keeping abreast with the times and that they
were aware that there was no finality in educational work of this kind, I may allude
to the thorough revision to which the technical scheme was subjected in 1892-93.
A strong committee was then formed consisting largely of gentlemen who had been
engaged in teaching and examining under the technical notification since 1836.
These gentlemen, some of whom had served on the original committee, brought to
bear on the syllabuses the knowledge they had gained in the actual working of the
scheme during five or six years. TItisnot for me to assert that the scheme was
improved, but improvement on the lines suggested by past experience was what the
committee aimed at and what it fondly believed it had in some measure accomplished.
Was this committee also labouring under a delusion ? Most of the members of it are
still happily amongst us, and they will doubtless be surprised to learn that their work
had no relation at all to technical education and did not even break ground in that
direction. Further, the names of the examiners who conduct the examinations under
the technical motification are published twice a year in the Fort St. George Gazette.
Any one who takes the trouble to look through those lists will see that it contains the
names of gentlemen acknowledged to be experts in those departments of science
and art in which they examine. Are we, on the authority of the Council of the
Victoria Technical Institute, to believe that gentlemen of their standing are either so
ignorant that they mistake for technical education something which is not technical
education, or so insincere that year after year they go through the farce of pretending
to conduct technical examinations, knowing all the time that technical education does

* pot exist in this Presidency ? Again, what are we to say of the managers and

teachers of the technical and industrial schqols and colleges which prepare candidates
for these examinations? Are they also so ignorant that they do not know that there
is no such thing as technical education in this Presidency, or so immoral that they do
not scruple to lend a hand in main_taimug that huge imposture which pretends to be
genttine technical and industrial training ?

3. In what I have said above there is nothing new to Government or to any one
who has really taken the trouble to follow the course of education in Madras since
1886. 1 think I have said enough to lead Government to pause before it admits, as
the Council of the Victoria Techmical Institute in a high @ priori way assumes that. it
must, ¢ that Government has not yet broken ground ” in the direction of technical and
industrial training. And I will venture now to add by way of conclusion or moral to
this part of my letter, that the operations of the Victoria Technical Institute are
doomed to failure unless the Council makes itself fully acquainted with what has
already been done, recognizes the efforts of the past in a generous spirit, and sets
itself fo build upon the foundations already laid.

4. The Council of the Victoria Technical Institute is of opinion that its proper
function is to supervise, direct and advise, but_that for some time to come it can
hardly avoid engaging to some extent directly in the duties of instruction. It was
this latter consideration that led the Cquncll to suggest to Government that it should
take charge of the School of Arts, in view to converting it into an efficient and power-
ful industrial school. In my letter, No. 794, dated 28th January 1895, dealing
with the re-organization of the School of Arts, T have stated my views on this
proposal, and would only add here that, since Government is to remain burdened
with the entire financial responsibility for the upkeep of the school, it is highly
expedient that the Council should put Government in possession of- the specific
measures it proposes to take in order fo effect this transformation of the School of
Arts. The Council admits that its income will be fully absorbed by the salaries of
‘the Curator of the museum and the clerical and other staff, Who then is to pay for
the teachers which the council proposes to employ ? If it is intended that Govern-
ment is to pay the salaries of all the teachers employed by the Institute, it will introduce
this novel feature into the administration, namely, that the teachers are to be paid by
Government, but their work is to be directed and supervised by an independent body.

: 5. As for the building in Pantheon Road, 1 am not in possession of t'he views
entertained by Government when it was first proposed to erect it. One thing, how-
ever, is clear, namely, that the situation 18 badly chosen, if it was intended to carry
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on consecutive and systematic instruction in the building. It lies on the outskirts of
the city removed alike from the great centres of the population and from the seats
of such industries as Madras can boast of. The Council proposes to hold evening
classes as well, but I venture to predict that evening classes will not be well attended
if held in a place so far removed from the haunts of the industrial population as the
institute building is. Equally clear it is to my mind that the building, admirable as
it is for other purposes, is badly planned for purposes of instruction. The theatre is
much too large for the small audiences or classes which the Institute could bring
together. Even a highly popular course of lectures would fail to bring together a
sufficient number to fill the theatre, and any course of lectures on a strictly technieal
subject would seldom be attended by a largér number than could be accommodated in
the two front benches. The Couneil need not object to the theatre being retained
by Government for other purposes as well, sceing that the room could not be continu-
ously used (could in fact rarely be used) for any of the objects the C'ouncil has in
view, and the maintenance of it in a state of good repair and in a cleanly condition
would absorb a not inconsiderable part of the funds at the disposal of the Couneil.
As for the other rooms down-stajrs, which it is proposed to utilize as class rooms,
I have merely to say that they are ill-adapted for purposes of wstruction, and
none of them could be adapted to the teaching of such a subject as tinctorial
chemistry without considerable structural changes carried out at no small cost.
The Council recognizes the necessity of making efforts for the improvement of
the condition of Eurasian women and Muhammadans of both sexes. With regard to
Kurasian women the Counecil wishes ¢, arrange for instruction in laundry-work, cook-
ing, domestic economy, dress-making and needle-work. It would also arrange to
teach Muhammadan women needle-work, embroidery and the use of the sewing
machine, T agree with the Counci] ip recognizing the importance of these things;
but if the teaching of these subjects is to be successful it is useless to attempt it in
the palatial building on the Pantheon Road, Such instraction must be brought nearer
to the homes of the people who are to benefit by it. "

Three of the rooms up-stairs the Clouncil proposes to occupy as a museum and
the fourth as a library. The Council attaches considerable importance to the museum,
which would, it is expected, become the parent of similar museums in the mofussil,
Up-country museums have not hitherto been a success, and I doubt whether the
Couneil would be able to infuse vifality into those which now exist in a moribund
condition, much less to establish new gnes. But this by the way. What I wish to
invite attention to, in connection with the museum part of the Council’s proposals, is
the repetition by the Council of the same mistake as I have adverted to in the early
part of this letter—viz., the assumption that a beginning has to be made in the
establishment of a technieal museum, Just as it expects Government to take for
granted that there has been up till now no such thing as technical instruction, so it
expects it to be taken for granted that there is at present no such thing as a technical
museum in Madras. To say nothing of the small museums attached to the Christian
College, the Presidency College, the Medical College, the Colleges of Engineering and
Agriculture and the School of Arts—museums which are all more or less technical in
their character—I would ask the Council whether it altogether forgot the existence of
the splendid museum in the Pantheoy Road, or, if it had this museum in mind, whether
it means to deny to it the epithet  teehpjcal.”” There are sections of this museum which
are in the strict sense technical—as technical as any museum which the Council could
establish. TIf the Council were to establish a museum of its own it could not fail to
overlap with certain sections of the present museum. It would, in my opinion, be a
grave blunder to allow a second museum to be established in the same compound, the
new one to arrogate to itself the title of « technical.” The present museum is over-
crow¢_led, and unless space can be set apart for certain sections of it in the Institute
building, Government will have to sanction large additions to the old building. F ailing
both these, Government will have to face the inevitable conclusion that the useful-
ness of the museum must for the future be curtailed. I cannot understand why there
should be a moment’s hesitation in appropriating the space down-stairs and up-stairg
in the Institute bl}ildi.ng for the extension of the existing museum, The rooms, ills
adapted for teaching purposes, are gdmirably adapted for museum purposes and in
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appropriating them in this way Government may rest assured that it is advancing the
cause of technical and industrial education. This is also the opinion of the committee
on the future management, &c., of the Museum, Connemara Library, and Technical
Institute, two of the members of which were also members of the Council of the
Victoria Technical Institute. I make bold to say that the expansion of the museum
under the present able Superintendent will do more to promote the interests of techni-
cal education than an attempt to hold classes for Instruction as proposed by'the Couneil.
The Council may have a room for its library and in which to hold its meetings, and the
theatre may be used for any courses of lectures which the council may inaugurate.
The small theatre in the old museum building is also available for lectures. Beyond
this T do not see that the Council can have any need for more accommodation.

6. T do not think that the firms mentioned in paragraph 11 of the Counecil’s letter
would be prepared to allow their workshops to be used as industrial schools for the
training of stipendiary and other students sent by the Institute.

7. With much that the Council says regarding the importance of developing
technical and industrial training I fully.concur. I would further remaﬂ'{ that Goys
ernment and the department are fally alive to the importance of the subject and are
moving as fast as the circumstances of the country and the resources at the d_lﬂQOSﬂl
of the State will admit. It is idle to urge the G({Vel‘nnlenp of this Presidency to imitate
the gigantic operations of Great Britain with its practically boundless wealth and
resources. : :

8. T hope it will not be thought an _iznlpel‘t}neqce_ on my part if I suggest that
the Council might well reconsider its position, Whlch' Is in seve}'al important particulars
different from what it was when the Council was instituted in 1§87. What are the
means with which the Couneil proposes to effect, or assist in gﬁeetmg, thp educational
reform which it has at heart ? To effect a reform of this kind two things amongst
others are absolutely essential—money 1n large amount and expert opinion. The
Council has, on its own confession, no money whatever to spend on the teaching of
technical and industrial subjects or on the spection of institutions in which such
instruction is given. Government 1s exp_ected to provide the funds for those two pur-
: It remains then for the Council to provide the necessary body of expert
opinion, to furnish the intelligent and skilled knowledge and insight which shall
bollgtitdte the moving and directlpg' spirit of teehmgal and 1ndu_str1al 9ducat1qu. 'I
ean 'ha'rdly believe that the Council is serious when it says that its main function is
to supervise, direct and advise. I am aware that thexre may always be on the Council
at least one ,man who is an expert 1n some branch of technical instruection, and wh_o

1d consequently be able to give Government and the country the benefit of his
st ] knowledge and skill. Tam also aware that as long as the Council can retain
spef;m} ad a gentleman of the ability ax}d resource of its present President, it will
=, ? illeto fuglish to all engaged in technical education advice both highly suggestive
no:;l i?timulating. But this is a very different thing from the Council, consisting of
zn : en the majority of whom have only A1 amateurish acquaintance with the
s:l?jye:tl, setting itself up as the highest authority in the Presidency on the matter of

technical and industrial training.

poses.

From the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, m.A., D. 8c., Director of Public Instruction,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 7th May 1895,

No. 5425.

inuation of my letter, No. 4833, dated 23rd April 1895, I should have
enm;:nggl::t!:;: af brief hiZtory of the Government Technieal.exgminations will be
;n und in the Calendar of the (Commission for GOV@rnu}ent Examinations, pages 10-12,
(l)o in Mr. Sathianadhan’s History of Ea’ua_:atzon in_the Madras Presidency, pages
3584_63 The Council of the Victoria Technical Instltuf:e might well have perused
these br'ief sketches and the connected papers before tqlhng Government that it had
not yet broken ground in the matter of technical education. ‘ ‘
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Orper—No. 872, Public, dated 16th October 1895.

In G.O., No. 975, Public, dated 22nd December 1894, the Couneil of the Victoria
Technical Institute was requested to submit definite proposals as to the portions of the
new buildings on the Pantheon Road, Madras, which it would require and the use to
which each rovm would be put if made available, In his reply, No. 12, dated 25th
Febraary 1895, the President of the Council briefly states that it is proposed to reserve
the upper floor for a museum and a library, while the rooms downstairs are required
for class, meeting, oﬁicg, record and store rooms. He then proceeds to remark on the
solution of t_‘he “technical education problem ” in this Presidency and the position
which the Council proposes to adopt in reference thereto. It is to be regretted that,
before despatchmg_ his eommunication to Government, the President did not take
greater care to verify the statements which it contains. For instance, in paragraph 3
the Pre_sldent presumes t_hat the Government will admit that it has not yet broken
groun(} in regard to tgchmeal.education, and from paragraph 8 it would appear that the
lenm’l is under the impression that no technical museum already exists in the Presi-
dency Town. These statements and the whole position taken up by the Council have
been fuTlly aI)ld accurately dealt with by the Director of Public Instruction in his
letter, No. 4833, dated 23rd April 1895, and the Government cannot do better than
communicate it to the President and commend Dr. Duncan’s remarks to the earnest
consideration of the Council.

2. It appears to Government, from a perusal of the President’s letter of the 25th
February last, that the Council has conceived an idea of its position and duties in
connection with technical education which cannot be regarded otherwise than as
un.tenable. Whl!e the Government must in the ordinary course of things be held
pl'llll?.l‘lly responsible for the advancement of technical education and must necessarily
provide by far the greater proportion of the funds without which the object in view
cgnnot. be achwvegi, it is obviously impossible to entrust to a body composed as the
Cou}l_cll of the Vietoria Tgchnical Institute is the duty of supervising, directing and
a_dnsmg as to the steps which should be taken to promote the cause of technical educa-
tlpn. The Government cannot at present make any further pronouncement of its
views or pass any orders on the subject : these must necessarily be held over until

4+ - = it has dealt with the recommendations
G.i)s"%l,%' Ak o e of the committee which has recently consi-
dered the various questions connected

with the re-organization of the School of Arts.

3. The Government regrets that it cannot accede to the request that the whole
qf the new buildings should be placed at the Council’s disposal. Ihe Council has lost
sight of the fact that the primary objeet of the new buildings was a Free Library ; the
Technical Institute was a secondary consideration.

4. Tt has, in separate Proceedings, been decided that the library of the Literary
: ; Society shall be accommodated in the new
No. , Publie, dated September 1895. buildings pending the decision of the

; ~ question of  providing for it elsewhere.
Thgre are also the following collections to be provided for therein :—

(a) The Connemara_ Free Iibrary, the nucleus of which consists of the books
now lodged in the Museum library.

() The Art and Ethnological sections of the Government Central Museum.

(¢) The Art collection at present in the School of Arts. :

(d) The collection of Arms now deposited in the Argenal, Fort St. George.

(¢) The Oriental Manuscripts Library.

In regard to the last mentioned, it is observed that in paragraph 3 of G.O,,
No. 597, Public, dated 16th August 1894, it was remarked that if sufficient space
for the manuseripts and special staff employed in connection with them could not he
found in the new buildings it wag possible that they might be accommodated in the
Museum after the removal of the Art and Ethnological sections. Wo report from the

Superintendent on the point has yet been received.
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5. Tt will thus be seen that the calls on the available accommodation are already
heavy, and at the present juncture the Government is not in a position to do more
than provide space for the Council’s library in a room which could also be used for
the meetings of the Council and to grant permission to the Council to use the small
theatre in the Central Museum for lectures, the new theatre being apparently much

too large for the purpose.

6. In regard to item (c) in‘paragraph 4 supra, the Director of Public Instruction
has stated in paragraph 10 of his letter recorded in G.0., No. 471, Educational, dated
7th June 1895, that he approves the proposed transfer subject to the condition that
no articles are moved which are in constfmt requisition at the School of Arts as
models or otherwise. With advertence to item (&), it is observed that a selection of

objects of interest has been made by

G.0., No. 416, R., dated 3rd April 1895. Mr. Thurston and the Government of
Ind}a has been addressed in reference to
their transfer to the new buildings.

7. In the absence of details of the space required for each of the purposes
enumerated above the Government is unable to pass orders as to the actual distri-
bution of the rooms in the new buildings. In paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 597, Public,
dated 16th Auvgust 1894, the Government agreed generally in the observations in
paragraph 21 of the report of the committee recorded therein to the effect that the
whole of the buildings should be in charge of an officer of some standing and position
and that, as the most economical and convenient arrangement, the Superintendent of
the Central Museum should be entrusted with the duty and have also general charge
of the free library and the public collections to be deposited in the buiidings. His
Excellency the Governor in Council considers that the time has now arrived to give
effect to this suggestion and Mr. Thurston will therefore be requested to submit with
the least possible delay the distribution of the accommodation which he would propose
for the purposes indicated above. He'should consult the Honorary Secretary of the
Literary Society as to the space that will be required for its books. The question of
an allowance to the Superintendent of the Museum for the additional duties he will
be called upon to perform must })e hel_d over for future consideration. But meanwhile
the Director of Public Instruction will be requested to favour Government with his

views on the subject.

8. In regard to the evening classes referred to by the President in paragraph 5
of his letter the Government fully agrees with the Director of Public Instruction
that the situation of the new buildings is unsuitable for the purpose. Such classes to
be a success should be held in the midst of the people who are to profit by them.
Provided that the Council ﬁ.n(?s tllle.rfequgmte funds and does not deal with Subjests
which are already met by existing institutions th'erq can be no objection to its under-
taking to give instruction in technical subjects. l‘hm.’ however, is a matter in which it
would be wise to defer action pending the promu.lgatmn of this doining of Corermmad
as to the future scope of the work connected with the School of Arts. The disposal
of the various minor matters referred to by the President of the Council and the
Director of Public Instruetion must similarly be held over.

(True Extract,)

J. ¥. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Secretary, Victoria Technical Institute, Madras,
Director of Public Instruction.

Superintendent, Government Central Museum.
Revenue Department.

Public Works Department.

:: Educational Department. ;
Honorary Secretary, Madras Literary Society.

”

»
»
”

Exd. A. Raitt.
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Connemara Library Buildings. '

Passing orders on the proposals of th i
of the Victoria Teohnica.lplnstituteo regq‘;d(i}: m:f::

portions of the — which it would require

use to which each room would br:qput i;nm:g:
available ; and directing that the issue of orders
on the subject of Technical Education be deferred
for the present. '

No. 872, PusLic, 19t Ocroser 1895.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From the Hon'ble Mr. C. 8. CROLE, President of the Couneil, Victoria
Technical Institute, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras,
25th February 1895, No. 12.

As desired by Government in its order of 22nd December 1894, No. 975, Publie,
T have the honour to lay before it two tracings of the rooms in the Vietoria Technical
Institute. The entries in red ink show at a glance the uses to which the couneil
would put the accommodation provided. Briefly stated, the upper floor is reserved
for the museam and library, the rooms in the lower are allotted for meeting, office,
record and store-rooms, while three class rooms and the lecture hall absorb the
space downstairs,

9. The principle on which the Council has made the above allécation of the space
available in the new buildings of the Technical Institute in the Pantheon road
involves some consideration of the solution of the technical education problem in the
Madras Presidency, and it likewise requires that some clear understanding with
Governthent should be arrived at. The Council does not pretend to take any long views
on an Indian subject of such importance and complexity, or to. forestall developments
which it would ba hard to predict ; but it is not impossible to lay down the proper
sphera of duty belonging to the council of the Victoria Technical Institute for the
present and in the immediate future. The present opportunity may, i is submitted,
be not inappropriately taken by Government of advertising the Couneil, and through
it the public, in respect of the attitude towards technical education, which Govern-
ment purposes to assume 1n the Madras Presid eney.

8. The object of, and necessity for, teehpieal education, the field of its operations,
the duties of Government and S)E.loca.l bodies in respect of it, and the manuer in
which funds are raised and administered have, in so far as Great Britain especially
is concerned, been fully discussed 1n a_speec_h delivered by the President in Pachai-
yapp’s Hall, which has since been printed in pamphlet form (copy enclosed) by the
Trustees of that institution. The Council, therefore, in order to avoid repetition
proposes to assume it as common ground tift technical education is as much the
spocial care of eivilized Governments as the literary education of the people. It will
likewise, the Council supposes, be admitted that Government has not yet broken ground.
in this direction in Madras. y

4. The real question which the completi'on of the Victoria Technical Institute-
buildings in the Pantheon road has brought into prominence is in what manner it
may appear desirable for Government to commence to discharge its responsibilities in
this all important matter. Incidentally the decision will involve the future of this
Council, for it is beyond dispute that, except as an instrument in carrying out the -
determinate policy of Government, a body of this character would; by itself, be
absolutely powerless to cope with the gigantic task of bringing about an educational
reform closely affecting thirty millions of human beings. The most that the Council of
the Victoria Technical [nstitute can be expected to do,— and it is quite ready to strain
every nerve for the due performance of that function—is to supervise, direct and
advise. It might also do much in the way of bringing capital and labour in Tndia’
into toach with the most improved methods of the day in other countries. Asan’
auxiliary to the due performance of this duty, the establishment of an efficient and’
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mf))dels of machineseuailldc:;;?i‘:rﬂispee"{]dens of raw, and manufactured products and 11. Then, as to pure handicrafts, the railway workshops for smiths’ work and
LA B s g g would be of lmmense utility in the way of dis- carpentry ; Messrs. P. Orr and Sons for metal-work and the manufacture of scientific
min : ting fo the producer in what direction profitable instruments; Messrs. Moses and Co. for boots and shoes and harness; Messrs.

.

markets may be found : A
ekl ne {0 the exiséezgjo?fl?x:fgt thf]z( capitalist and the merchant in possession Simpson and Co. for carriage building; and the School of Arts for carpentry, wood
ment of which would enrich the coy 25 8 illed labour and industries, the develop- carving, tile making, pottery and metal-work, might be availed of as industrial schools
selves. In this connection the lib:tq’ and might proﬁ.tably be exploited by them- for the training of stipendiary and other students.
substantial commencement has been ::Zigf the tl nstitute, in the formation of which a ’ 12. The history of the original firm of Deschamps and Co. exemplifies the apti-
The salaries of the curator g P ) m}1s not be left out of account. tude of local workmen in the construction of high-class furniture, for which there is
available income of the institute nd the clerical and other staff will fully absorb the : a steady demand, not only within the L’x’gm’dency, but also from far beyond its borders.
’ It is a severe commentary on the existing want of systematic training that this

WL Lo e Which is at present about Rs. 4,500.
ol ke s satd rI’] ototfxigg the opinion that, in theory, the proper functions
) €r normal conditions, permit it usefully to engage

directly in the duties of in i
g struetion, the (! : .
some ti : » the Council does not conceal frc JAf ;
me fo come, it can hardly avoid some work of this kind. I;‘;I;:xsl tsl;g zgﬁi’.dfﬁ , ') - first fruits of extended .instruetion in such crafts would be the stoppage of the vast
j{, drain on the resources of India, caused by the source of supply being at present con-
§
3

industry is now extinct.

13. The persons in
belong to the very class

immediate charge of the industrial concerns alluded to above
which produces similar articles in England, and one of the

Government School of Arts i
. : in B, SRR .
part instruction in subj . e, also, that it may be found risable t 14. The same advantage would follow Irom obtaining the services of experts
evening classes. To g ];fl:'sposs‘:hthas Howinais chemis‘lfy),( Thwing a?l((]i‘;:)uOIlle i from Great Britain in order to put capitalists and employei of ‘ghour, . tho Wal')y %
Will o eoted sERat 1 ot ake three class rooms and ]ccturebliall downstz’tirs e understanding the proper methods of tanning and preparing hides to be worked up
eliver] to apen their use to private persons licensed 4 into boots, shoes, bags and portmanteaus, harness and saddlery. At present there 1is
6. In this connection the Cot;;el..llecturcs from time to time. '3 a vast export of hides from b o Whélih i A Ko ot e
e o 2 Ty b ' g of highlv-paid foreigners for working them up. The same remark applies to the
provement of the depressed conditionng Euiae.necesslty for making efforts for 3 e‘pmf% ofv \I:rool and oé% cotton, while the knowledge of the chemistry of tgl(; dye stuffs
sian women and of the Muham- 3‘ atid 4o making of good papet,' remains locked up in the same quarter.
3

madan community of both se

of the former in iaund oot seems desirable to arr ' i

WOrk W0 0 ot ¢ gmwfﬁ:(, cooking, domestie e conomy é":’e%‘;:;‘i(ﬁlf u‘;‘;‘; ‘é‘éflll‘:: the Council regards the present condition of agricultural education

hood. A project has also beenmeans O earning an honest ,and self-respectful liveli-

the reformed Madrasad. Azans o cied for amalgamatinig the Anjuman Mufid with

mforms in the latter instituéio Overnment eventually carrieslout the proposed
N. The Council anticipates being enabledl,‘ iIf)Ehe

15. Finally,
with grave concern.
not until farm schools,

Tt has to do with far the greatest industry in the country, and
museums and local exhibitions, have thoroughly impregnated
the ryot with enlightened methods and the freshest scientific knowledge, communi-
cated in a manner in which he will be able to assimilate and utilize them, can this
branch of technical edacation be considered to have been placed on a basis befitting
an industry on which the finances of the country are, so far as Madras is eoncerned,

unfortunately increasingly dependent.
16. In the above compressed resumé, the Council has#endeavoured to sketch a
mme of the possibilities of technical education during the next few years. It

g;%atélir:adaqlzg The condition of {} fem 3 fostering industrial knowledge among
)
women needlework, embroidery whigh wil ought to be made in order to teach these

7. These mav. i " Will sell, and the use of the sewing machine. E EOgTs
e iy cons{éer:d ‘i:,:g);fwon B i icats i one s wing machhl-ln. : 5‘ ?eel% that in doing so it has provided a syllabus of imperial work, and that, for a
bilities in Great Britain, and e walks of duty, but they ar partments of technica ' finuncially weak private body to attempt independent action, would be merely to court
‘such in Madras. ) thﬁ Counei] proposes that }th ee {)eclo imz‘?fl as respo‘ilsl- H cortain failure, and the discredit of a great and much needed educational and econo-
8 T g g i Y.be likewise accepted as e mic advance. The Council has endeavoured to confine itself to strictly practical lines
Madras will 1 g; P ?}?el?pated. that the detablishruant. of. & i 2 and wants. If its scheme be considered ambitious, it can only see in such an opinion
micat fisefal s Eiatityi ormation of giyilar *ons of a teehmc_:al museum 1t ' an overwhelming argument in favour of the direct intervention of Government for the
forth of the latter. Foxl-nt%-d“tles of the former would 1{)1 tth ¢ mufussil. One of the : fulfilment on the part of the State of a great duty.
mens of many of the exhiblists Frpose it would be necess: ot&smst. P g 1. 10 the Goveriment s D2 i e e ol g e
space reserved for the muge or distribution to local m?seo Piintain spare epeis it, legislation, somewhat on the lines adopted in Great Britain, will, no doubt, be
it 855 ; S um ought {, he libetal, and tha:ms' . In this view tge o Y eventually unavoidable ; but it does not appear to the Council that it is immediately
: 9. Tn aﬂg Sahol i provided seems to be i essential. In addition to the usual allotment for the School of Arts, a grant of
between industrial trainin MAp aut the work of a technica] just: AT i Rs. 20,000 towards the furnishing mid SUpment of She f iy A e,
instruction of the employor L5 CAching of handierafts, and the Loip e oo bt o the payment of stipends to pupils and salarics to teachers, and for grants-in-aid
Tho edueation of the th TS, and Wanagers of labous n; and the higher or s.cwntlﬁc' would probably suffice to make a oomm.encgment'of real_work in 1895-96. Detailed.
» Must never be lost sight of. estimates would be submitted for sanction from time to time.

: classes
more frequently it does so, the referred to may doubtless often overlap; and the

besides the provision of ; greater the g
&i success of the g 0% b are i
and resort to the skilled Eng?iig tigc T8, the importation og S;;[;e:t;llfrgx.n I;I;llgifsl :13

———

No. 634, dated 14th March 1895.

to belgrovi.ded or induced to enlist u:?g:g}g'e available in Madras—all of these ought Endorsement
P .hfu'st, as regards the guas J; s the Service of technical education. Referred, through the Educational Department, for the remarks of the Director
ge have opened very succossty] . c*TY SPecies of it, the Trustees of ivapba’ i i ‘ |
there is a considerabl evening clas es of Pachaiyappa’'s of Public Instruction. e
erable demand for ip ng classes, and the Council understands that (Signed) J. F. PRICE,
i Claef Secretary.

Commercial Correspondence Struction in 8 '
o . Commgoction in Surveying, Short. it
Printing and Lithography m;y gem;n ercial "Geography, and B‘«)mk,-llzggﬁizgp = ztll:?fﬁ

»  This enterprise ought to be fostered.
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rom the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, wm.a., D.So., Director of Public Instruc-

tion, to the Chief See .
1895, No. 483, retary to Government, dated Madras, 23rd April

I have the honour to submit the i :
ment, No. 634, dated 22nd Mur(;h {gggouowmg ¥R e il ndieug, o sdingn

2. T must begin by entering i
with which the Council}:)f the er’Dietr:gi’ n'll??t SINpliagy o e Spaish e Menmiption
R WA A Yot B a LChl]l‘Cﬂl Institute sets out that the Gove
Wek the wiatloss. abten: t} A loxen ground in the direction of tochuicul' ed 'Vt_rn*
winvoly it -ardini pt 1s made to prove a statement which, t g
ry acquaintance with th 8 ch, to any one having
Mt Spnsar bz Anid e progress of education in this Presidency
attempt at least should bo'm dn @ yet such a statement surely requires that vied
e, oo el ;{ e to substantiate it. The Government, the Educat'som(i
i i e sl St ¥ a;ll‘;\.gers of private institutions have in recent years l};ma
ey S etive- Sl ml:?l' mg was })elng done to promote technical educat(?etl
on gt s iy gu e Instruction have described the work done year lgn
the Educational Departmente 1?10umbent on the Council to show that (;‘roveyr:nmenty
oo Yicing Duibi thres earm'l Managers of Technical and Industrial schools have
s Neitia g Is Bho m}z;tte: lrfl a foulfs paradise ; that the impression that somethin
S B thid pesageurti devote(()i ttec}ll?'mal education was a mere fantasy of the braing'
Tnstruction were nothing more tﬁ this subject year by year in the Report on Public
Pie Tttt © I 1580 5t an the airy imaginings of successive Directors of
Gt Dy W s ik Sidsria r. Grigg, at the request of Government, sketched the
ey ey ey iie and technical education. This outline was followed
Vin telling o importa,a & stm Approving o.f it Government certainly believed that it
Sdticatin fsce” G0, No 3{;}; in the dirdetion of promoting other than purely literary
i the.’COIll.l - f), dated. 3rd June 1885. Are we now to believe, on
iy vl Sl t}il ((]) the Vietoria Technical Institute, that both Mr. G’rigg
Kockidosl Fdsmation o ?tay were under a complete delusion? Then came the
i mmittee appointed by Government * in 1885, on Mr. Grigg’s
% S‘gete(}n‘&; ;\ngs 540, Edueational, dated 11th {'ecomm§andation, to draw up courses of
,tio?m.l, ® r 1885, also G.0., No, 198, Educg- i0Struction and standards of examination
ated 31st Maroh}SBo‘). in scientifie and technical subjects. 1t is,
.5 ot T know, the fashion to speak of the tech-
e e lﬁ:niﬁ gof) vleglso?) E:d aticheme of examination solely. But this r:apinion is due i;lo
g Morilird o rger Sy i at the syllabuseg drawn up professed to lay down courses
gl aeeoms standards of examination, and that the promulgation of the
e e i e P:_Iililed by the strengthening and enlargement of existing
it W When ifie, technical and industrial sides, and by the opening of
Report on Publio Tng h;w. such did not formerly exist. (See paragraph 5_‘;2 of the
hetors tn thit Praiides ctf:dfor the year 1886-87). I make bold to say that never
Body: of Gxperts. offs 1?1, i there been called together such an able and influential
Grioul i dra.win;; Sy hm}mn—oﬂ?ieial, as were brought together to assist Mr.
ot Bestount 180t pemef 91(13 cal scheme. This committee, which began its sittings
T st ¢ o Z ully considered every detail of every syllabus, its report
deie aiot At 1886v ril;nent in February 1886 (see G.0., No. 198, Educational),
o the il of the \fieto re we to be asked to take for gr:anted, on the mere ipse dizit
body 0000110{ g n»x;m'Techmvcal Institute, that this large and representative
Yol wiatiired hthe leeturo hing of technical education—that the experience they
i Frs dteptir i e-,(xioom, in the laboratory, in the workshop, in the factory
e e endeavouraaf them in good stead when they met to assist Government
e oo Dar b :1) promote industrial and technical education ? Are we to
Belisying that they wge e de 1 that, in working this scheme from. 1886 to 1892, and in
sd hroupl I o ﬂdvanceo'ltlll;g someﬂ}mg to progmte industrial and technical training
b Pt wdio e materig]l well-being of the country, the Government
partment and the heads of technical and industrial institutions

were labourin . . .
51 a%t ;éder .a delusion, what they did not being technical and industrial

,AAA,MWMMW
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Again, to show that Government and those responsible for and engaged in technical
education were alive to the need for keeping abreast with the times and that they
were aware that there was 10 finality in educational work of this kind, I may allude
to the thorough revision to which the technical scheme was subjected in 1892-93.
A strong committee was then formed consisting largely of gentlemen who had been
engaged in teaching and examining under the technical notification since 1836.
These gentlemen, some of whom had served on the original committee, brought to
bear on the syllabuses the knowledge they had gained in the actual working of the
scheme during five or six years. It is not for me to assert that the scheme was
improved, but improvement on the lines suggested by past experience was what the
committee aimed at and what it fondly believed it had in some measure accomplished.
Was this committee also labouring under & delusion ? Most of the members of it are
still happily amongst us, and they will doubtless be surprised to learn that their work
had no relation at all to technical education and did not even break ground in that
he examiners who conduct the examinations under

direction, Further, the names of t L .
d twice a year in the Fort St. George Gazetle.

the technical notification are publishe : . . .
Apy one who takes the trouble to look through those lists will see that it contains the

names of gentlemen acknowledged to be experts in those departments of science
and art in which they examine. Are we, on the authority of the Council of the
Victoria Technical Institute, to believe that gentlemen of their standing are either so
ignorant that they mistake for technical education something which is not technical
education, or so insincere that year after year they go through the farce of pretending
to condue’t technical examinations, knowing all the time that technical education does

Again, what are we to say of the managers and

st in this Presidency ? : :
not exist 1 J hools and colleges which prepare candidates

sachers technical and industrial scho
oo ST Are they also 80 ignorant that they do not know that there

1€ aminations : - ;
g:rn:)hglslﬁlflt‘ﬁﬁg asutcchniCaI education in this Presidency, or so immoral that they do
not scrui)le to lend a hand in maintaining that huge imposture which pretends to be
genuine technical and industrial traming ? :
3. In what I have said above there is nothing new fo (tovernment or to any one

y : ken the trouble to follow the course of education in Madras since
YglgﬁPaslliﬁ}}lylit? lf;ve said enough to lead Government to pause before it admits, as
the Council of the Viotoria Technical Institute in a high @ priori way assumes that 1t
must, ¢ that Government has not yet broken ground ”’ in the direction of technical and
indu;trial training. And I will venture now to add by wa of‘ conclusion or moral to
this part of my letter, that the operations of the Victoria 'lephmcal Institute are
dO(;med to failure unless the Clouncil makes itself fully acquainted with what has
already been done, recognizes the efforts of the past in a generous spirit, and sets
itself to build upon the foundations alread¥ laid. par s -

4. The Council of the Victoria Technical Institute is of opinion that its proper

ion i o direct and advise, but that for some time to come if can
{fsgtllOnat'soi(tloezgzggljet,o gome extent dit:ectly in the duties of instruction. It was
this thter consideratio% that led the Council to suggest to Government that it should
take charge of the School of Arts, In view to converting it into an efficient and power-
gul industrial school. In my letter, No. 794, dated 28th January 1895, dealing
with the re-organization of the School of Arts, 1 have stated my views on this
roposal, and would only add here that, suce Government is to remain .burqened
gritll)l the entire financial responsibility for the upkeep of the school, it is highly
expedient that the Council ghould put Government in possession of the specific
s it proposes to take in order to effect this transformation of the School of
<oy prep will be fully absorbed by the salaries of

g : itg that its income 4
Arts. The Council admits | and other staff. Who then is to pay for

h eum and the clerica . W
g;: g‘;ﬁiﬁ; ofv}t‘i:hmt“:; council proposes fO employ ? Ifit1s intended that Govern-

: . loved by the Institute, it will introduce
to pay the salaries of all the teachers emp.oyea by ? ;

?111?: thl:v;)l Iéig,ture into the administration; namely, that the teachers are to be paid by

Government, but their work is to be directed and supervised by an independent body.

building in Pantheon Road, T am not in possession of the views

emerii,ﬁ%fg; gfve:,:m;?f when it was first proposed to erect 1f. One thing, how-

ever, is clear, namely, that the situation is badly chosen, if it was intended to carry
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on consecutive and systematic instruction in the building. It lies on the outskirts of
the city removed alike from the great centres of the population and from the seats
of such industries as Madras can boast of. The Council proposes to hold evening
classes as well, but I venture to predict that evening classes will not be well attended
if held in a place so far removed from the haunts of the industrial population as the
institute building is. Equally clear it is to my mind that the building, admirable as
it is for other purposes, is badly planned for purposes of instruction. The theatre is
much too large for the small audiences or classes which the Institute could bring
together. Even a highly popular course of lectures would fail to bring together a
sufficient number to fill the theatre, and any course of lectures on a strictly technical
subject would seldom be attended by a larger number than could be accommodated in
the two front benches. The Council need not object to the theatre being retained
by Government for other purposes as well, seeing that the room could not be continu-
ously used (could in fact rarely be used) for any of the objects the Council has in
view, and the maintenance of it in a state of good repair and in a cleanly condition
would absorb a not inconsiderable part of the funds at the disposal of the Council.
As for the other rooms down-stairs, which it is proposed to utilize as class rooms,
I have merely to say that they are ill-adapted for purposes of instruction, and
none of them could be adapted to the teaching of such a subject as tinctorial
chemistry without considerable structural changes carried out at no small cost.
The Council recognizes the necessity of making efforts for the improvement of
the condition of Eurasian women and Muhammadans of both sexes. With regard to
Kurasian women the Counecil wishes to arrange for instruction in laundry-work, cook-
ing, domestic economy, dress-making and needle-work. It would also arrange to
teach Muhammadan women needle-work, embroidery and the use of the sewing
machine, T agree with the Couneil ip recognizing the importance of these things;
but if the teaching of these subjects is to be successful it is useless to attempt it in

the palatial building on the Pantheon Road. Such instraction must be brought nearer
to the homes of the people who are to benefit by it.

Three of the rooms up-stairs the Clouncil proposes to occupy as a museum and
the fourth as a library. The Council attaches considerable importance to the museum,
which would, it is expected, become the parent of similar museums in the mofussil.
Up-country museums have not hitherto been a success, and 1 doubt whether the
Council would be able to infuse vitality into those which now exist in a moribund
condition, much less to establish new ones. But this by the way. What I wish to
mvite attention to, in connection with the museum part of the Council’s proposals, 1s
the repetition by the Council of the same mistake as I have adverted to in the early
part of this letter—viz., the assumption that a beginning has to be made in the

establishment of a technical museum, Just as it expects Government to take for

granted that there has been up till now no such thing as technical instruction, so it
expects it to be taken for gran

b ted that there is at present no such thing as a technical
museum in Madras. To say nothing of the small museums attached to the Christian
College, the Presidency College, the Medical College, the Colleges of Engineering and
Agriculture and the School of Arts—museums which are all more or less technical in
their character—I would ask the Council whether it altogether forgot the existence of
the splendid museum in the Pantheon Road, or, if it had this museum in mind, whether
it means to deny toit the epithet “ technical.” There are sections of this museum which
are in the strict sense’technical—as technical as any museum which the Counecil could
establish. If the Council were to establish a museum of its own it could not fail to
overlap with certain sections of the present museum. It would, in my opinion, be a
grave blunder to allow a second museum to be established in the same compound, the

new one to arrogate to itself the title of « technical.” The present museum is over-
erqw@ed, and unless space can be set apart for certain sections of it in the Institute
building, Government

Wil]. have to sa, 1 d i't‘ t th ld sy 30 @
both these, Governme netion large additions to the old building. Failing

nt will have to face the inevitable conclusion that the useful-
ness of the museum must for the future be curtailed.

should be a moment’s hesitation in g ropriating the s
io the Institute building for the extggsi(?u of t%e exis
adapted for teaching purposes,

I cannot understand why there
pace down-stairs and up-stairs
ting museum. The rooms, ills
are admirably adapted for museum purposes and in

O e
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e P
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iati in thi overnment may rest assured that it is advancing the
appropl‘nlatuig 'thaeln;rig iﬁ:ii::?i};l(iducation. Th)irs is also the opinion of the committee
cauﬁxm ftetc 1[:awmanarrement &o., of the Museum, Connemara Library, and Technical
(fn t'tete utvl;:; of the members of which were also members of the Council of the
Y;lisctlo:-lia Technical Institute. I make bold to say that the expanm_orte of ’zl:e ﬁuéﬁu{n
under the present able Superintendent will do more to promote the interes A ocec n-11-
1 education than an attempt to hold classes for instruction as proposed by the Council.
Tho Cor \l may have a room for its library and in which to hold its meetings, and the
ikl {)ndy‘ d for any courses of lectures which the council may inaugurate.
i Iﬁq%'h ‘etuestin the old museum building is also available for lectures. Beyond
:tIl‘lhi‘sa ;ntli:) nbte:ez that the Council can have any need for more accommodation.

1 h s
: i t the firms mentioned in paragraph_ll of t}le Couneil’s letter
Woulg'bi ii()gzi:&llt%ka{ﬁ%v their workshops to be used as industrial schools for the

training of stipendiary and other students sent by the Institute.
o

- . he Clouncil says regarding the importance of developing

techn‘i;amﬁg ﬁgfl};tzilfllttrfx}iﬁixgg I fully_Zoncur. I would further remark that Gov-

et and the department are fully alive to the importance of the subject and are

ernment an e 1{ circumstances of the country and the resources at the disposal

mOVIng as fast as d '(jt It is idle to urge the Government of this Presidency to imitate

aﬁ@th;i::fgcw;lll) :ml?ilo ns of Great Britain with its practically boundless wealth and
g "

resources. : ’
yihuid sht an impertinence on my part if I suggest that
‘8 -1 taope llt “Il,ilu:;cggsitdlzgui?s position, which is in several important particulars
the Council mig 1; ,“;;L't was when the Council was instituted in 1887. What are the
different fmm} }‘:h‘lthle ool proposes to effect, or assist in effecting, the educational
s with lW 1.1tchag at heart ? To effect a reform of this kind two things amongst
ey o lbl lutely essential—money in large amount and expert opinion. The
sty So'ltls bzvn confession, no money whatever to spend on the teaching of
Council has, on 1d trial subjects or on the Inspection of institutions in which such
!:echmcn} e Government is expected to provide the funds for those two pur-
instruction 18 glvei. then for the Council to provide the necessary body of expert
o = remal!li the intelligent and skilled knowledge and insight which shall
OpIIot, R '1.1 and diregting gpirit of technical and indufstﬂal 9ducat10_n. .I
constitute the_mov;hgt the Council is serious when it says that its main function is
can hardly bel¥evet 1 advise. I am aware that there may always be on the Council
to supervise, direc ]f‘ u's an expert in some branch of technical instruction, and who
iAoy o PR Y ({)1 able to give Government and the country the benefit of his
would consequently (f Kkill. Tam also aware that as long as the Council can retain
special knowledge anc of the ability and resource of its present President, it will
at its head a ge_ntltima]ﬁ engaged in technical education advice both highly suggestive
not fail to furnish to ? this is a very different thing from the Council, cousisting of
and stimulating. .Bl}t of whom have only an amateurish acquaintance with the
bug}’ !Itlege&?gau;tagg{fl ‘i’p as the highest authority in the Presidency on the matter of
subject, g 11 ;

techuical and industrial training.

——

NCAN, m.A., D. Sc., Director of Public Instruction,

From the Hon’ble Mr. D. DU to Government, dated Madras, Tth May 1895,

to the Chief Secretary

No. 5425. |

. \ ¢ my letter, No. 4833, dated 23rd Aprﬂ 1895_, T .Bhould. have

In eon'mnuatlokl,1 .Of hiZtory of the Government Technical examinations will be

;nent&‘{ne:}hfahgzlznd;;%f the Commission for Government Examinations, pages 10-12,
ound in : )

" story of Bducation in the Madras Presidency, pages
also in Mr. Sabthla.n?inﬁ;n?heﬂvwiiot:{ia Technical Institute might well have perused
354"63‘. fﬁimﬁ:: zcmd the connected papers before telling Government that it had

1ese brie

not yet broken ground in the matter of technical education.
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Orpes—No. 872, Public, dated 15th October 1895.

. Tn G.0., No. 975, Public, dated 22nd December 1894, the Couneil of the Victoria
Technical Institute was requested to submit definite proposals as to the portions of the
new buildings on the Pantheon Road, Madras, which it would require and the use to
which each room would be put if made available. In his reply, No. 12, dated 25th
February 1895, the President of the Council briefly states that it is proposed to reserve
the upper floor for a museum and a library, while the rooms downstairs are required
for class, meeting, office, record and store rooms. He then proceeds to remark on the
" solution of the ¢ technical education problem » in this Presidency and the position
which the Council proposes to adopt in reference thereto. It is to be regretted that,
before despatching his communication to Government, the President did mnot take

reater care to verify the statements which it contains. For instance, in paragraph 3
fhe President presumes that the Government will admit that it has not yet broken
ground in regard to technical education, and from paragraph 8 it would appear that the
Council is under the impression that no technical museum already exists in the Presi-
dency Town. These statements and the whole position taken up by the Council have
been fully and accurately dealt with by the Director of Public Instruction in his
letter, No. 4833, dated 23rd April 1895, and the Government cannot do better than
communicate it to the President and commend Dr. Duncan’s remarks to the earnest
consideration of the Couneil.

9. Tt appears to Governwent, from a perusal of the President’s letter of the 25th
February last, that the Council has eonceived an idea of its position and duties in
connection with technical education which eannot be regarded otherwise than as
untenable. While the Government must in the ordinary course of things be held
primarily-responsible for the advancement of technical education and must necessarily
provide by far the greater proportion of the funds without which the object in view
cannot be achieved, it 1s obviously impossible to entrust to a body composed as the
Couneil of the Victoria Technical Institute is the duty of supervising, directing and
advising as to the steps which should be taken to promote the cause of technical educa-
tion. The Government cannot at present make any further pronouncement of its
views or pass any orders on the subject: these must necessarily be held over until

T v 3 it has dealt with the recommendations
G?S’%l\ o. 471, Educational, dated Tth June ¢ ¢}, gommittee which has recently consi-
dered the various questions connected

with the re-organization of the School of Arts.

3. The Government regrets that it cannot accede to the request that the whole

of the new buildings should be placed at the Council’s disposal. 1 he Council hus lost

sight of the fact that the primary object of the new buildings was a Free Library ; the
Technical Tnstitute was a secondary consideration.

4. It bas, in separate Proceedings, been decided that the library of the Literary

| . Society shall be accommodated in the new

No.  , Public, dated September 1895.  buildings pending the decision of the

' uestion of providing for it elsewhere.

There are also the following collections to be provided for therein :(—

(a) The Connemara Free library, the nucleus of which consists of the books
now lodged in the Museum library.

(6) The Art and Ethnological sections of the Government Central Museum.

(¢c) The Art collection at present in the School of Arts.

(d) The collection of Arms now deposited in the Arsenal, Fort St. George.

(e) The Oriental Manuscripts Library.

In regard to the last mentioned, it is observed that in paragraph 3 of G.O.,

Jo. 507, Public, dated 16th August 1894, it was remarked that if sufficient space

for the manuseripts and special staff employed in conneetion with them could not be

found in the new buildings it was possible that they might be accommodated in the

- Museum after the removal of the Art and Ethnological sections. No report from the
Superintendent on the point has yet been received.

i
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5. Tt will thus be seen that the calls on the available accommodation are already
heavy, and at the present juncture the Government is not in a position to do more
than provide space for the Council’s library in-a room which could also be used- for
the meetings og the Council and to grant permission to the Council to use the small
theatre in the Central Museum for lectures, the new theatre being apparently much

too large for the purpose.

6. In regard to item (¢) in paragraph 4 supra, the Director of Public Instruction
has stated in paragraph 10 of his letter recorded in G.O., No. 471, Educational, dated
7th June 1895, that he approves the proposed transfer subject to the condition that
no articles are moved which are in constant requisition at the School of Arts as
models or otherwise. .With advertence to item (d), it is observed that a selection of

objects of interest has been made by

G.0., No. 416, R., dated 3rd April 1895. Mr. Thurston and the Government of
India has been addressed in reference to
their transfer to the new buildings.

7. In the absence of details of the space required for each of the purposes
enumerated abové the Government is unable to pass orders as to the actual distri-
bution of the rooms in the new buildings. In paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 597, Public,
dated 16th Avgust 1894, the Government agreed generally in the observations in
paragraph 21 ef the report of the committee recorded therein to the effect that the
whole of the buildings should be in charge of an officer of some standing and position
and that, as the most economical and convenient arrangement, the Superintendent of
the Central Museum should be entrusted with the duty and have also general charge
of the free library and the public collections to be deposited in the buiidings. His

Excellency the Governor in Council considers that the time has now arrived to give
offect to this suggestion and Mr. Thurston will therefore be requested to submit with
the least possible delay the distribution of the accommodation which he would propose
for the purposes indicated above. He should consult the Honorary Secretary of the
Literary Society as to the space that will be required for its books. The question of
an allowance to the Superinteudent of the Museum for the additional duties he will
be called upon to perform must be held over for future consideration. But meanwhile

the Director of Public Instruction will be requested to favour Government with his

yiews on the subject.

8. In regard to the evening classes referred to by the President in paragraph 5
of his letter the Government fully agrees with the Director of Public Instruction
that the situation of the new buildings is unsuitable for the purpose. Such classes to
be a success should be held in the midst of the people who are fo profit by them.
Provided that the Council finds the requisite funds and does mot deal with subjects
which are already met by existing institutions there can be no objection to its under-
taking to give instruction in technical subjects. This, however, is a matter ih wihidh st
would be wise to defer action pending the promulgation of the deoision of Government
as to the future scope of the work connected with the School of Arts. The disposal

of the various minor matters referred to by the President of the Council and the

Director of Publie Instruction must similarly be held over.

(True Extract.)

J. ¥. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Secretary, Victoria Technical Institute, Madras,
Director of Publie Instruction.

Superintendent, Government Central Museum.
Revenue Department.

Public Works Department.

Bducational Department. & ;
Honorary Secretary, Madras Literary Society.

»
»
”
»
»
”»

Exd. A. Raitt.
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Connemara Library Buildings.

Passing orders on the proposals of the Council
of the Viotoria Technical Institute regarding the

portions of the — which it would require and the C /4 G
o SOV

use to which each room would be put if made
available ; and directing that the issue of orders
on the subject of Technical Education be deferred
for the present,
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