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3. If the Literary Society Library were to be required to move into another
building, I would strongly recommend that it be given temporary accommodation in
the Connemara Library, Government bearing the cost of moving the books into the
Connemara building and moving them from there when a building has been erected
for the Society. It seems to me absurd to have, on the one hand, a splendid building
lying absolutely empty and with no prospect of its being fully used for years to
come; and to have, on the other hand, two important offices like those of Public
Instruction and the Commission for Government Kxaminations cramped for space to
{hesdetriment of efficiency. When Macmillan’s and Longman’s Agents called on me
a few ago, I found it difficult. to explain to them why their exhibits of text-books
and school appliances remained still huddled together so that the public could not
oxamine them properly. Years ago, a promise was held out to London publishers by
Mr. Grigg and my f that if they sent us specimens of their books, maps, Kinder-
oarten appliances, &c., the articles would be housed and arranged so that all interested
in e ration might come and examine them.

4 A.-for the Commissioner’s office it is getting more and more difficult to carry
on the work with care, despateh, and, when necessary, with secrecy. Between the
1st August and the 30th September applications for the following examinations will
come in :—

Probable
number of

applications.
Lower Secondary ..
Upper ¥
Handwriting ; .. 2,000
Special Tests = Ste .. 4,000
Technical Examinations .. .a .o oo 5000
Sult and Abkari Competitive Examination ; .o 10

To scrutinize all these applications, to arrange them according to examinations
and 1>sts and those relating to each examination according to stations, a room or rooms
are peeded with ample space and other facilities—space and facilities which do not
exist at present. Meanwhile, the question papers are being printed—about 280
distinct question papers being required. These must be scrupulously kept apart,
sorted for the different stations, and securely locked up till the date of despatch.
There are, for instance, seventy-five stations to which question papers for the Lower
Secondary examination alone have to be despatched, and about twenty packets have to
be prepared for each station. One packet disappeared last year in the course of
sorting for despatch, and the wonder is that more - accidents of the kind have not
occurred. I have always regretted that I did not invite the two Hon’ble members to
visit my office before going to the hills and see for themselves. Even if the Literary
Society were to vacate its present rooms, I should not have enough room ; but that
would give immediate relief.

5. T understand that the committee of the Literary Society has resolved to
inform Government that it would prefer the alternative of Government building and
the Society undertaking to pay rent. I need not again urge that this means time—
probably years—and my office cannot remain as it is much longer. My proposed
solution of the difficulty seems simple and inexpensive and can be carried out at once.
I would recommend that the Society be allowed the use of a partof the Connemara
building as a temporary .arrangement, and that it be not interfered with in any way,
but be allowed to restrict the books to its own members and subscribers. The cost of
the transfer of the books to the Connemara building would amount to only a few
hundred rupees and should be borne by Government, and the cost of the retransfer of
the books to the Society’s new premises when erected should also be borne by Govern-
ment. The Society would be put to no expense and the books would enjoy the
benefit of a little fresh air in course of transit. The Society’s book-cases could be
stored in the godowns in this compound.

6. .1 do not think that all the advantage of this proposal would be on the side of
the Society. The portion of the Connemara building upied temporarily by the
Society would be all the better of being used and kept clean. Experience would also
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be acquired at the expense of the Society as to how far the working arrangements
provided in the building are suitable for a large library. And finally a practical

demonstration would be given of the fallacy of the suggestion that the Society’s
library would fill the whole or the major portion of the book-shelves.

7. I would earnestly beg of Government to make it possible for me, as far as
accommodation goes, to carry on the work of my offices efficiently.

OrpErR—No. 873, Public, dated 19th October 1895,

The Government sanctions the proposals of the Director of Public Instruction as
the only modus vivendi possible, pending the consideration of final arrangements for
accommodation for the library of the Literary Society.

2. In separate Proceedings it has been decided that the Superintendent, Central
Museum, shall have charge of the new buildings on the Pantheon Roas s20d that
officer has been requested to propose a distribution of the accommodatix} available.
The Honorary Secretary of the Literary Society should accordingly place himself in
communication with Mr. Thurston in regard to the temporary transfer of the Society’s
Library to the new buildings. An approximate estimate of the cost of the removal of
the books should be furnished.

3. The Government desires that very eurly steps may be taken for opening the
Connemara Free Library. The Superintendent of the Central Museum will lose na
time in transferring the Museum library to the new buildings, and the Director of
Public Instruction will be requested to take steps for the removal thereto of the
library of the Registrar of Books. Attention is invited to G.0., No. 461, Educational,
dated 23rd June 1894.

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary,

To the Director of Public Instruction.
»  Superintendent, Government Central Museum.
»  Honorary Secretary of the Madrag Literary Society.
»  Puablic Works Department.

Exd. A, Raitt.
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me for remarks) to point out the great inconvenience caused to my office by the dela
that has occurred—an inconvenionce which is likely to be indefinitely prolonged by
the new turn which affairs have taken,

2. I have mentioned more than once that publishers in Great Britain have been
sending specimens of educationa] publications and of educational appliances on the
understanding that these presentations would be placed in rooms where they would
be easily accessible to managers of schools and teachers, Owing to want of aceom-
modation it has been hitherto quite impossible for the Director to fulfil his part of the
understanding, and I do not know when I shall be able to fulfil it if things afe to
remain as they are until the decision of the committee of the Literary Society hag
been arrived at and acted upon.

3. Government is aware of the €normous expansion of the examinations under
the Commissioner in recent years and of the growing difficulty experienced in getting
the question papers drawn up, printed, and placed in the hands of the superintendents
without their contents becoming known to the candidates before the examination,
With the present accommodation it is impossible for the work of the Commissioner’s
office to be carried on satisfactorily. GGovernment holds me responsible for the proper
management of these examinations and I think it is only fair to ask that Government
should not keep the office in circumstances that render the safe custody of the
question papers and the accurate and confidential distribution of them to the
superintendents more difficult thap it would be with more accommodation,

4.'I need hardly add that it ig not conducive to the interests of two large offices
like those of the Director and the Commissioner to have a non-official establishment
over which I have no control planted in our very midst,

Order—Mis. No. 519, Publie, dated 24th June 1895,

The Director of Public Instruction will be requested to state what modus vivends
he considers possible. G.0., No. 347, dated 7th May 1895, cannot be reconsidered.
It is for the Director to Suggest the best course to be followed in the meantime,
Perhaps his Library and Museum, anq probably part of his establishment, coyld be
temporarily located elsewhere, Or, on the other hand, the Literary Society might
be moved mto an adjacent house,

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. F. PRICE,
Cheef Secretary,

To the Director of Public Instruetion,
through the Educationa] Department,

s

Reap—also the following paper :—

From the Ion’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, i 4., D.Sc., Director of Publie Instruction,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 24th August 1895,
No. 9200,

With reference to G.0., Mis. No. 519, Public, dated 24th June 1895, forwarded
under endorsement of the Educational Department, No. 1471, dated 26th idem, I
have the honour to inform you that it would not be possible for me to carry on my
work if part of my office were moved into some adjacent house, even if a suitable
house were available.

2. T have been making enquiries for a suitable house in which the Literary
Society Library might be temporarily located. There is one not far from here, in
which the late census office was held, which would probably do, but the rent is high,
namely, Rs, 200,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., No. 347, Public, dated 7th May 1895.

Read—the following letter from C. MICHIE-SMITH, Esq., Honorary Secretary,
Madras Literary Society, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras,
13th March 1895, No. 276 :—

In reply to G.O., No. 597, Public, dated 16th August 1894, T have the honour
to forward herewith a copy of the report on the proposal of Government regarding
the transference of the Society’s books to the Connemara Library adopted at a general
meeting held on the 7th instant and a copy of the Society’s rules.

Order—No. 347, Public, dated 7th May 1895.

On reconsideration of all the circumstances of the case, the Governor in Council
is of opinion that it would probably be preferable to build accommodation for the
Literary Society adjoining the office of the Director of Public Instruction. Before a
decision is arrived at on this point, however, the Government desires to be furnished
with plans and an estimate of the expenditure that this would involve. The
Public Works Department will be requested to take the necessary action without
~delay. The Consulting Architect should consult the committee of the Literary
Society before preparing the plans,

2. The committee will be requested to state whether it would undertake the
building itself and receive alump sum as a grant from Government towards jts cost,
or whether it would prefer to pay rent for the building which the Government wiil
provide for it. If so, the maximum amount they are prepared to pay as rent should
be stated.

3. The committee will also be asked whether they would be willing to dispose of
some of their surplus books at a reasonable price in view to their being placed in the
Connemara Library.

(True Extraet.)

(Signed) J. F. PRICE,
Chaef Secrctary.

To the Honorary Secretary, Madras Literary Society.
»  Public Works Department.

Copy to the Director of Public Instruction,
through the Kducational Department.

G.0., Mis, No. 519, Public, dated 24th June 1895,

Read—the following letter from the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN ,» M.A., D.Sc., Director
; of Public Instruction, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Coonoor,
21st May 1895, No. C.-3 :—

With reference to endorsement, dated 17th May 1895, No. 1063, regarding the
proposal to transfer the Library of the Madras Literary Society to the Connemara
Public Library, I beg leave (though the Order of Government was not forwarded to
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3. If the Litcmry Su«:iety Libmry were to be required to move into another
building, I would strongly recommend that it be given temporary accommodation ip
the Connemara I',ibr;u'y, Government be: ring the cost of moving the books into the
Connemars buihling and moving them from there when a building has been erected
for the Society. Tt seems to me absurd to have, on the one hand, 3 splendid buildiy
lying absolutely empty and with no prospect of itg being fully used for years t
come; and to have, on the other hand, two Important offices like those of Public
Instruction and the Commission for Government Examinatiopg cramped for space ¢,
the detriment of efficiency. When Macmillan’s anq Longman’s Agents calleq on me
a few days ago, I found it difficult to explain to them why their exhibitg of text-books
and school appliances remained still huddled together so that the public counld not
examine them properly. Years 480, & promise was held out to London publishers by
Mr. Grigg and myself that if they sent us Specimens of thejp books, maps, Kinder-
garten appliances, &e., the articles would be housed anq arranged so that g]| interested
in education might come and examine them,

o
(=]

4. As for the Commissioner's office it 18 getting more and more difficult ¢, carry
on the work with care, despatch, and, when lecessary, with secreo 7. Between the
st August and the 30t} September applications for the following examinations wi]
come 1n ;—
Probable

number of
applications,

Lower Secondary

Upper "

JI:[IJtI\\'I'ftixlg; v

Special Tests e e

Technical Examinations = 5% i 1,000
Sult and Abkéri Competitive Examination A z 10

To scrutinize a]] these applications, to arrange them gee rding to examinatiops
and tests and thoge relating to each eXamination according to Stuﬁ«)n% 4 Iroom or rooms
are needed with ample 8pace and other fzirili!ics\spurb and facilitjeg which do not

st at present. Meanwhile, the question Papers are being printed—-about 280
distinet question papers being required. These must be scrupulously kept apart,
sorted for the different stations, ang securely locked up till the date of despatch,
There are, for instunev, Seventy-five stations to which question papers for the Lower
Secondary examination alone have to be d/zsp:zf‘r:herl, and about twenty packets have to
be prepared for each station. QOnpe packet disappeared last year in the course of
sorting for despatch, and the wonder is that more accidents of the kind have not
occurred. T have always regretted that I diq ot invite the twe Hon’ble members tq
Visit my office before going to the hills and see for themselyeg, Even it the Literary
Society were to vacate its present rooms, I should pet have enough room ; but that
would give immediate relief,

9. I understand that the committee of the Litemry Sncicty has resolved to
inform Government that it would prefer the alternative of Government building and
the S()ri(:ty umlvl'lukiug to pay rent. I need not again urge that this meang time—
probably years—and my office cannot remain g4 it is much longer, My Proposed
solution of the (liﬂh:u]ty seems simple and i!u.'.\’pcnsi\'e and can be carried out gt once,
I would recommend that the Suciuty be allowed the use of 5 Part of the Connemarg
buildiug as a t(.‘mpomry arrangement, and that it be not interfered with in any way,
but be allowed to restrict the books to its OWn members and subscribers, The cost of
the transfer of the books to the Connemara buil(liug would amount to ogly a few
hundred rupees ang should be borne by (}}(wcrnm(mt, and the cost of the retransfer of
the books to the b‘m:i(-ry’s NewW premises when érected should also be borne by Govern-
ment. The Society would be Put to no expenge and the books would enjoy the
benefit of a little fresh air in course of transijt, The Society’s book-cases could be
stored in the godowns in this compound,

6. I do not think that all the advantage of this proposal would be on the side of
the Sm-i(,-t_y. The portion of the Connemara huildi“g occupied tcmpm'ari]y by the
Society would be all the better of I)uing used and kept clean. Experience would alsg
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be acquired at the expense of the Society as to how far the working arrangements
provided in the building are suitable for a large library. And finally a practical
demonstration would be given of the fallacy of the suggestion that the Society’s
library would fill the whole or the major portion of the book-shelves.

7. 1 would earnestly beg of Government to make it possible for me, as far as
accommodation goes, to carry on the work of my offices efficiently.

PRS-

OzpErR—No. 873, Public, dated 19th October 1895.

The Government sanctions the proposals of the Director of Public Instruction as
the only modus vivendi possible, pending the consideration of final arrangements for
accommodation for the library of the Literary Society.

2. In separate Proceedings it has been decided that the Superintendent, Central
Museum, shall have charge of the new buildings on the Pantheon Road, and that
officer has been requested to propose a distribution of the accommodation available.
The Honorary Secretary of the Literary Society should accordingly place himself in
communication with Mr. Thurston in regard to the temporary transfer of the Society’s
Library to the new buildings. An approximate estimate of the cost of the removal of
the books should be furnished. -

3. The Government desires that very eurly steps may be taken for opening the
Connemara Free Library. The Superintendent of the Central Museum will lose na
time in transferring the Museum library to the new buildings, and the Director of
Public Instruction will be requested to take steps for the removal thereto of the
library of the Registrar of Books. Attention is invited to G.0., No. 461, Educational,
dated 23rd June 1594.

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secrelary.

To the Director of Public Instruction.

., Superintendent, Government Central Museum.
% Hongra% Secretary of the Madras Literary Society.
,»  Public Works Department.

Exd. A. Raitt.
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to point out the great inconvenience caused to my office by the delay
that has occurred—an inconvenience which is likely to be indefinitely prolonged by
the new turn which affairs have taken,

2. I have mentioned more than once that publishers in Great Britainshave heen
sending specimens of educationa] publications and of educational appliances on the
understanding that these presentations would be placed in rooms where they would
be easily accessible to managers of schools and teachers, Owing to want of accom-
modation it has been hitherto quite imp( sible for the Director to fulfil his part of the
understanding, and I do not know when I shall be able to fulfil it if things are te
remain as they are until the decision of the committee of the Literary Society has
been arrived at and acted upon. -

3. Government is aware of the enormous expansion of the examinations under
the CommisSioner in recent years and of the growi ng difficulty experienced in getting
the question papers drawn up, printed, and placed in the hands of the superintendents
“without their contents becoming known to the candidates before the examination,
With the present accommogdation it ig impossible for the work of the Commissioner’s
office to be carried on satisfactorily, Government holds me responsible for the proper
management of these examinations and I think it is only fair to ask that Government
should not keep the office in circumstances that render the safe custody of the
question papers and the accurate and confidential distribution of them to the
superintendents more difficult than it would be with more accommodation,

4. T need hardly add that it ig not conducive to the interests of two large offices
like those of the Director and the Commissioner to have a non-official establishment
over which I have no control plantad in our very midst.

Order—Mis. No. 519, Publie, dated 24th June 1895.

The Director of Public Instruction will be requested to state what modus Vitenu.
he considers possible. G.0., No. 347, dated Tth May 1895, cannot be rec sidered.
It is for the Director to Suggest the best course to be followed in the meantime,
Perhaps his Library and Museum, an1 probably part of his establishment, coyld be
temporarily located elsewhere, Or, on the other hand, the Literary Society might;

be moved into an adjacent houge,

(True Extract.)

Signed J. F. PRICE,
O .
Chief Secretary,

To the Director of Public Instruetion,
' through the Educationa] Department,

Reap—also the following paper : —

From the Hon’ble Mr, D. DUNCAN, u 4., D.Sc., Director of Publie Instruction,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madwas, 24th August 1895,
No. $200:.

With reference to G.0., Mis. No. 519, Public, dated 24th June 1895, forwarded
under endorsement of the Educationa] Department, No. 1471, dated 26th idem, T
have the honour to inform you that it would not be possible for me to Carry on my
work if part of my office were moved into some adjacent house, even if g suitable
house were available.

2. T have been making enquiries for a suitable house in which the Literary
Society Library might be tempurarily located. = There is one not far from here, in
which the late census office was held, which would probably do, but the rent is high,
namely, Rs, 200,
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" GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap

again the following papers :—»
G.0., No. 347, Public, dated Tth May 1895. :
Read—the following letter from C. MICHIE-SMITH, Esq., Honorary Secretary,

Madras Literary Society, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated M adras,’

13th March 1895, No, 276 :—~

In reply to G.O., No. 597, Public, dated 16th August 1894, I have the honour
to forward herewith a copy of the report on the proposal of Government regarding
the transference of the Society’s books to the Connemara Library adopted at a gcuerul
meeting held on the 7th instant and a copy of the Society’s rules.

Order—No. 347, Public, dated Tth May 1895.

On reconsideration of all the circumstances of the case, the Governor in Couneil
is of opinion that it would probably be preferable to build accommodation for the
Literary Society adjoining the office of the Dircctor of Public Instruction. Before a
decision is arrived at on this point, however, the Government desires to be furnished
with plans and an estimate of the expenditure that this would involve. .The
Public Works Department will be requested to take the necessary action without
delay. The Consulting Architect should consult the committee of the Literary
Society before preparing the plans. z

2. The committee will be requested to state whether it would undertake the
building itself and receive alump sum as a grant from Government towards its cost,
or whether it would prefer to pay rent for the building which the Government wiil
provide for it. If so, the maximum amount they are prepared to pay as rent should
be stated.

3. The committee will also be asked whether they would be willing to dispose of
some of their surplus books at a reasonable price in view to their being placed in the
Connemara Library.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. F. PRICE,
Clief Secrotary.

To the Honorary. Secretary, Madras Literary Society.
s»  Public Works Department.

Copy to the Director of Public Instruction,
through the Educational Department.

G.0., Mis, No. 519, Public, dated 24th June 1895,

Read—the following letter from the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, w. A., D.Sc., Director
of Public Instruction, to the Chief SC‘CI‘Otal‘y to GOVCI'I-IIDC‘llt, dated COODOO!"
21st May 1895, No. C.-3 :—

With reference to endorsement, dated 17th May 1895, No. 1063, regarding the
proposal to transfer the Library of the Madras Literary Society to the Connemara
Public Library, I beg leave (though the Order of Government was not forwarded to
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

Pablic Works Department.

From

Tuae CoNsuLTING ARCHITECT . o

To THE (GOVERNMENT OF MA?.RAS, PUBLIC DEPARTM ENT.

To Reap—again the following papers ;—

G.0., No. 347, Publie, dated 7th May 1895.

Read—the following letter from (. MICHIE-SMITH, Egq., Honorary Secretary,

Madras Literary Society, to the Chief Secretary to Govemment, dated Madras,
13th March 1895, No. 276 :—

/44,(/ 2/1’ ,1/1.1:;; ez
benne oy a0

In reply to G.O .
to forward herewith a copy of the report on the proposal of Government regarding
-the transference of the Society’s books to the Connemara Library adopted at general
meeting held on the 7th instant and & copy of the Society’s rules,

No. 24 L/

/

Dated 3 } @7Mf’ 187.57,

Received //

———
4 i = ! P e
P ot /

is of opinion that it would probably be preferable to build accommodation for the
Literary Society adjoining the office of the Director of Publie Instruction. Before g
decision is arrived at on this point, however, the Government desires to be furnished

No. or ENCLOSURES. delay. The Consulting  Architect should consult the committee of the Literary

Society before preparing the plans,

2. The committee will be requested to state whether it would undertake the
building itself and receive alump sum ag g grant from Government towards its cost,
or whether it would prefer to pay rent for the building which the Government will

provide for it. If 80, the maximum amount they are prepared to pay as rent should
be stated.

will also'be asked whether they would be willing to dispose of

3. The committee (
some of their surplus books at g reasonable price in view to their being placed in the
Connemara Library. s

. Subject.
e
,J?;J /w/uaj/uﬂc UPaiore,)

// bR P
a )

(True Extract.)

. (Signed) J. F. PRICE,
. Clief Secretary.
To the Honorary Secretary, Madras Literary Society.
»  Public Works Department.
Copy to the Director of Public Instruction,
through the Educational Department.

”
g 20f, Lownondd G.0., Mis, No. 519, Public, dated 24th June 1895.

eIk Read—the following letter from the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN » M.A., D.Sc., Director

of Public Instruction, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Coonoor,
21st May 1895, No. C.-8 :—

With reference to endorsement, dated 17th May 1895, No. 1063, regarding the
proposal to transfer the Library of the Madrag Literary Society to the Connemara
Public Library, I beg leave (though the Order *of Government was not forwarded to
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me for remarks) to point out the great inconvenience caused to my office by the delay
that has occurred—an inconvenience which is likely to be indefinitel 1 d b
the new turn which affairs have taken. 4 A e Ao

2. I have mentioned more than once that publishers in Great Britain have been
sending specimens of educational publications and of educational appliances on the
understanding that these presentations would be placed in rooms where they would
be easily accessible to managers of schools and teachers. Owing to want of accom-
modation it has been hitherto quite impossible for the Director to fulfil his part of the
undefstanilﬁlg, and I %?l nflf lénoyv_ wherfl Ih shall be able to fulfil it if things are to
remain as they are un e decision of the commi i i
o ey s g't s e . ttee of the Literary Society has

8. que;_mmegt is aware of the enormous expansion of the examinations under
the Commissioner in recent years and of the growing difficulty experienced in getting
the question papers drawn up, printed, and placed in the hands of the superintendents
without their contents becoming known to the candidates before the examination.
With the present accommodation it is impossible for the work of the Commissioner’s
office to be carried on satisfactorily. Government holds me responsible for the proper
management of these examinations and I think it is only fair to ask that Government

should not keep the office in circumstances that render the safe custody of the.

question papers and the accurate and confidential distribution of them to the
superintendents more difficult than it would be with more accommodation.

. 4, I need hardly add that it is not conducive 4o the interests of two large offices
like those of the Director and the Commissioner to have a non-official establishment
over which I have no control planted in our very midst,

Order—Mis. No. 519, Publie, dated 24th June 1895,

The Director of Public Instruction will be requested to state ‘ g ;
he considers possible. G.0., No. 347, dated 7tthay 1895, cann‘gthg: Zzeoc(f)?sﬁgigg'
It is for the Director to suggest the best course to be followed in the meantime.
Perhaps !ns Library and Museum, and probably part of his establishment could bf;
temporarily located e.lsewhere. Or, on the other hand, the Literary Socizat ight
be moved into an adjacent house, y mg

(True Extract.)

(2 , : (Signed) J. F. PRICE,
- Clief Secretary.,
To the Director of Public Instruetion, ;
through the Educational Department,
Reap—also the following paper :— , .

From the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, x 4., D.Sc., Director of Publ; i
%;» th:zg(l)ﬁef Secretary to Govexznmen’t, dated Madras:) 2431 1213‘:;:“ ({téggj
0. p

With reference to G.0., Mis. No. 519, Public, dated 24th J 5
under endorsement of the E(’iucationql Deﬁartmeni’;, No. 1471, lcllzet’e}dszz,tlfm;::r;de(i
hay;: tllfl_q honox;r to méiorm you that (llt yvct);uld not be possible for me to carry on . ¢
work if part of my office were moved into some adjacent h. i : :
house were available, J f ouse, even if a suitable
2. T have been making enquiries for a suitable house in which the o
Bociety Library might be temporarily located. There is one not far ﬁomlﬁl;: ?1:

which the late census office was held, which would probably do, but the rent is high, .

nawely, Rs. 200.
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3. If the Literary Society Library were to be required to move into another
building, I wouald strongly recommend that it be given temporary accommodation in
the Connemara Library, Government bearing the cost of moving the books into the
Connemara building and moving them from there when a building has been erected
for the Society. It seems to me absurd to have, on the one hand, a splendid building
lying absolutely empty and with no prospect of its being fully used for years to
come; and to have, on the other hand, two important offices like those of Publie
Instruction and the Commission for Governmeut Kxaminations cramped for space to
the detriment of efficiency. When Macmillan’s and Longman’s Agents called on me
a few days ago, I found it difficult to explain to them why their exhibits of text-books
and school appliances remained still huddled together so that the public could not
examine them properly. Years ago, a promise was held out to London publishers by
Mr. Grigg and myself that if ‘they sent us specimens of their books, maps, Kinder-
garten appliances, &c., the articles would be housed and arranged so that all interested
in education might come and examine them. .

4. As for the Commissioner’s office it is getting more and more difficult, to carry
on the work with care, despatch, and, when necessary, with secrecy. Between the
1st August ‘and the 30th September applications for the following examinations will

come 1n :—

Probable

number of

} applications.
Lower Secondary .. OB SR ' o Besimy o # . 7,000
Upper 1) . .o . .. .o .o % | e l50
Handwriting e 37 o Ly 5% <EE G .. 2,000
Special Tests by .o S v .o oo .o 4,000
echnical Examinations .. HiE 2% v e Ak «. 1,000
Sult and Abkéri Competitive Examination i .o oo 5% 10

To scrutinize all these applications, to arrange them according to examinations
and tests and those relating to each examination according to stations, a room or rooms
are needed with awﬂe space and other facilities—space and facilities which do not
exist at present. WMeanwhile, the question papers are being printed—about 280
distinct question papers being required. These must be serupulously kept apart,
sorted for the different stations, and securely locked up till the date of despatch.
There are, for instance, seventy-five stations to which question papers for the Lower
Secondary examination alone have to be despatched, and about twenty packets have to
be prepared for each station. One packet disappeared last year in the course of
sorting for despatch, and the wonder is that more accidents of the kind have not
occurred. I have always regretted that I did not invite the two Hon’ble members to
visit my office before going to the hills and see for themselves. Even if the Literary
Society were to vacate its present rooms, I should not have enough room ; but that
would give immediate relief.

5. I understand that the committee of the Titerary Society has resolved to
inform Government that it would prefer the alternative of Government building and
the Society undertaking to pay rent. I need not again urge that this means time—
probably years—and my office cannot remain as it is much longer. My proposed
solution of the difficulty seems simple and inexpensive and can be carried out at once.
I would recommend that the Society be allowed the use of a partof the Connemara
building as a temporary arrangement, and that it be not interfered with in any way, |
but be allowed to restrict the books to its own members and subseribers. The cost of
the transfer of the books to the Connemara building would amount to only a few
hundred rupees and should be borne by Government, and the cost of the retransfer of
the books to the Society’s new premises when erected should also be borne by Govern-
ment. The Society would be put to no expense and the books would enjoy the
benefit 6f a little fresh air in course of transit. The Society’s book-cases conld be
stored in the godowns in this compound. :

~6. I do not think that all the advantage of this proposal would be on the side of

“the Society. The portion of the Connemara building occupied temporarily by the

Society would be all the better of being used aud kept clean. Experience would also
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be acquired at the expense of the Society as to how far the working arrangements
provided in the building are suitable for a large library. And finally a practical
demonstration would be given of the fallacy of the suggestion that the Society’s
library would fill the whole or the major portion of the book-shelves.

7. T would earnestly beg of Government to make it possible for me, as far as
accommodation goes, to carry on the work of my offices efficiently.

OrpER—No. 873, Public, dated 19th October 1895,

The Government sanctions the proposals of the Director of Public Instruction as
the only modus vivendi possible, pending the consideration of final arrangements for
accommodation for the library of the Literary Society.

2. In separate Proceedings it has been decided that the Superintendent, Central
Museum, shall have charge of the new buildings on the Pantheon Road, and that
officer has been requested to propose a distribution of the accommodation available.
The Honorary Secretary of the Literary Society should accordingly place himself in
communication with Mr. Thurston in regard to the temporary transfer of the Society’s
Library to the new buildings. An approximate estimate of the cost of the removal of
the books should be furnished.

3. The Government desires that very early steps may be taken for opening the
Connemara Free Library. The Superintendent ofethe Central Museum will lose no
time in transferring the Museum library to the new buildings, and the Director of
Public Instruction will be requested to take steps for the removal thereto of the
library of the Registrar of Books. Attention is invited to G.0., No. 461, Educational,
dated 23rd June 1894, :

(True Extract.)

To the Director of Public Instruction.
»  Superintendent, Government Cntral Museum.
»  Honorary Secretary of the Mafiras Literary Society.
Public Works Department.

Exd. A. Raitt.

£°,
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