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111, MARINE.

! 19t Arrin 1895, No.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From M.R.Ry. J. M. B. ROCHE VICTORIA Avargal, Chairman, Municipal
Council, Tuticorin, to the Chief Secretary to Government (through the Sub-
Collector of Tinnevelly), dated Tuticorin, 23rd January 1895, No. 24.

With reference to a resolution of the council dated 18th December 1894, copy of
which is enclosed, I have the honour to submit that that part of the foreshore which
has been reclaimed, levelled and planted by the municipality has been all along under
the jurisdiction of the council as per G.0., dated 1st December 1875, No. 2355. As
it was brought to my notice that the Port Officer has levied fees for the storage of
goods on this part of the beach, T addressed him a letter pointing out that, under
the said Government Order, the land is vested in the muniecipal council and requested
him to refund the amount hitherto collected by him for the goods deposited on the
sald land. In reply he refused to comply with my request and referred me to G.O.
No. 1861, dated 21st September 1875, which you will find has not been conclusive
in itself and which has been superseded by a subsequent G.0., dated 1st December
of the same year.

2. Under these circumstances, I beg to request you to be so good as to issue
necessary instructions once more to the Port Officer not to interfere with the muni-
cipal council regarding it and to remit all the fees hitherto collected by him for the
storage of goods in the said land.

ENCLOSURE.
Exrracr from the Proceedings of the Municipal Council, Tuticorin, in their special
meeting held on Friday the 18th December 1894 at 5 p, .
* » * » *

2. Bead motion from the Chairman, dated 28th November 1894, regarding the
fees collected by the Port Officer for storage of goods on the foreshore which belongs
to the municipality,

Resolved that the ma‘ter be referred to Government in connection with G.0.
No. 2355, dated 1st December 1875, Financial, and the Government be requested
to order the Port Officer to pay to the municipality the fees collected by him for rent
of the said land.

»* * * * -

(Signed) J. M. B. ROCHE VICTORIA,

Chairman.

Current No. 194-G1. Rev.
Forwarded. A report on the subject will be submitted to the Collector shortly.

2 (Signed) M. D. BELL,
31st January 1895 Ag. Sub-Collector.
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Endorsement on Current No. 194-Gl.
Submitted.

9. The construction of a sea wall was commenced by the Municipal Commissioners
of Tuticorin in 1869 in order to prevent the sea from encroaching upon the beach
road. Finding that the municipality had to give up the work owing to want of funds

: and material; application was made to

G.0., No. 218, dated 27th July 1870, Marine. ~ Government for assistance. In 1870 and
JESGTONSG - R . T T e R in the following year, Government, in

, g 181 , 26th May 1871 3 their orders noted in the margin, sanc-
tioned three allotments aggregating to

a sum of Rs. 3,355-8-0 for the purchase and cost of landing of ballast stone for the
revetment of the work, the coral stone for the backing of the wall, sand for filling up
the ground to the rear of the wall and labour being defrayed from Municipal funds.
The municipality spent on the work from 1869-76 asum of Rs. 3,981-4-5

apparently under the impression that the eastern boundary of the municipality was
the sea.

3. In 1875, the municipality proposed bye-laws for the sanction of Government
for the levy of fees for carpenters’ and blacksmiths’ sheds on the beach and for docking
boats, dhonies and ships on the beach. This proposal was negatived by Government
in (.0. No. 1861, Financial, dated 21st September 1875, on the ground that the
money so raised within port limits (z.e., within fifty yards above high water mark)
properly belonged to Port funds. 1In the same order the Government remitted for the
remarks of the Master Attendant, Madras, the question whether the jurisdiction of
the municipal councillors should not be declared to have ceased “towards the east at
the point on the beach where the fifty yards beyond high water-mark begins.”
‘On perusal of the remarks of the Master Attendant, Madras, the Government,
in G.0. No. 23855, Financial, dated 1lst December 1875, ordered that ¢ that
portion of the ground within port limits at Tuticorin which has been levelled
and planted by the municipahty for the recreation of the residents will be
allowed to continue under the charge of Municipal Commissioners ; but all other lands
falling within port limits as defined by law will be under the jurisdiction of the
Master Attendant and Conservator of the Port.”

4. A sketch is enclosed showing the portion of land claimed by the municipality
as having been levelled and planted at its cost. The extent of the reclamation from
Messrs. Parry and Co.’s jetty to the Government jetty measures 13,090 square yards
and the portion from the Government jetty to the Bank mcasures 300 square yards
‘approximately.

5. In 1876, a Municipal Commissioner of Tuticorin moved the council to apply
to Government for the refund of money laid out on the sea wall. The council, how-
_ever, resolved that, as the Government gave a grant of Rs. 3,3566-8-0 towards the cost
of the stone required for the sea wall and the work was undertaken by the munici-
pality for the benefit of the town, it was inexpedient and unnecessary to address
Government for a refund. Later on the Municipal Commissioner pressed the
question before the Collector, and the Collector then made inquiries as to the portion
of land on the beach which might be regarded as being in the charge of the Muniei-
pal Commisgioners. The Port officer, Mr. G. A. Phipps, reported that the land on the
beach south of the Bank, which was used for docking and other purposes, should be
in charge of the Master Attendant of the port, as it was not reclaimed by the
municipality and that the portion reclaimed was between Messrs. Parry and Co.’s
jetty and the Bank. '

6. Tn 1885, the Port Officer, Tuticorin, solicited t_he sanction of the Master
Attendant, Madras, for spending a sum of Rs. 300 for landing stone ballast to improve
the foreshore. The latter officer declined to sanction the charge on the ground that
it was purely a municipal charge. It was then _poix;ted out by the Acting Port Officer
that the strip of land reclaimed by the municipality was to the no.rth of the Gov-
ernment jetty and that his proposal to revet the foreshore was in respect of the
land between the Government jetty and the Bank. (This report of the Acting Port

P R ok A i i - - e -
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Officer is apparently in conflict with Mr. Phipps’ report of 1876). The revetment of
the foreshore between the Government jetty and the bank was then carried out by
the Marine department.

7. In 1888, the Government sanctioned, at a cost of Rs. 1,830, the laying of a
tramway line on the beach within port limits, along the land now claimed by the
municipality to connect the inner end of the Tuticorin pier (Government jetty) with
the South Indian Railway.

8. In 1891, a corrugated iron goods-shed was constructed at a cost of Rs. 8,000
on the land now claimed by the municipality immediately to the north of the Govern-
ment jetty under the sanction conveyed i G.0. No. 868-W., dated 24th March
1891. A scale of fees was prescribed for storage of non-dutiable goods in the goods-
shed in notification published in page 1304, Part I of the Fort St. George Gazeite dated
95th October 1892. In G.O. No. 250, dated 21st July 1893, Marine, as amended by
G.0. No. 324, Marine, dated 6th September 1893, a schedule of rates of rent for the
occupation of port land has been preseribed.

9. In 1893, the municipality imposed house-tax for t‘he goods—shed grec.ted on the
beach by the Marine department. The Port Of’ﬁcer, Tuticorin, took ob]ect_mn to the
payment of the tax and proposed to the Presidency .P<_)rt Officer the desirability pf
recouping the municipality for the sum expended by it in respect of the sea wall in
view of the land reclaimed being transferred to the Mu_rmq de_partment. The claim
to the land reclaimed having been set up by the m_unlclpuhty in the correspondence
about house-tax, the Collector, Mr. G. S. Forbes, in transmitting t'he Port Officer’s
communication to the Presidency Port Officer, obser_vet_i :——¢ The claim set up by the
municipality is really only to the taxation of the buildings newly erected on this land.
There is no claim so far as I can see to the land itself which is clearly port land
belonging to Government. The land was reclaimed at the expense partly of the
municipality and partly of the Port funds. This fact did not alter the ownership
of the land which was already Government land within port limits. The municipa-
lity were equally interested in securing a satisfactory and durable reclamation on
account of the protection it gave to the town property. 'Whether the cost was fairly
divided between the owner of the land and the municipality is not a question which
need now be re-opened, for the municipality e_xpressly waived, by a resolution passed
in April 1876 (copy enclosed), any claim to reimbursement or re-adjustment.

«3 * L * . B

«4, T am of opiuion that the taxation be admitted subject to the usual certificate of the
Executive Engineer provided there is no legal enactment, of which I am not aware, exempting
port property from municipal taxation.”

10. No further correspondence passed through this office on the subject. The
municipality now apply for a refund of the rent realized by the Marine department
on aceount of the storage of goods on the land in dispute. Apparently the claim
refers to the rent realized according to column of the schedule of rates sanctioned
in G.0. No. 250, Marine, dated 21st July 1893 (as revised by G.O. No. 324, dated
bth September 1893). It may be remarked in passing that the municipal council might
equally well lay claim to the rent realized for the storage of goods in the goods-
shed or the fees levied for theuse of the tramway, for both goods-shed and tramway
occupy parts of the same land.

11. The admissibility or otherwise of the claim of the municipality for refund of
the rents collected by the Marine department depends on the question whether the
strip of foreshore land between the Madras Bank and Messrs. Parry and Co.’s jetty is to
be construed as being the property of the Marine department or of the municipality.
The resolution of the council now under consideration claims both the rent and the
land. A copy of the letter of Mr. Baker, the Port Officer, Tuticorin, on the subject is
enclosed. 1 agree with Mr. Forbes that the reclaimed ground being within port
Jimits is undoubtedly still Government property. It was by the G.O. of 1st Decem-
ber 1875, No. 2355, lett in charge of the Municipal Commissionzrs, but did not therehy
become the property of the municipality. The municipality did not urge any claim
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ENCLOSURES.

Proceepinus of the Munici : ol
nicipal Commissioners of Tuticori :
Saturday the 22nd April 118'?gm at a meeting held on

»
* * o
>

2. Read letter from Commissi
missioner Mr. M. L. M 1
ment for the refund of money laid out on sea wall byott}?: n?tll)glilcti;glli)g’mg o ipddinng

Resolved :
towardes :h‘;eeo:lt]?fiielzt:ppears that Government gave a grant of Rs. 3,355
and carried out by the ﬁle required for the sea wall and the work Was.u ’d -8-0
inexpedient and unnecessar‘;’n:gll;a&ldrcomrgBSioneI'S for the benefit of the ;v:rll.tai];eilg
expended in years gone by by the muisiscip acl)i‘;;mment for the refund of the an;lount

*
*
* * .
»

(Signed)  R. RICE,
Lo Vice- President,
From T. H. BAKER, Es
, Esq., Port Offi Tuticori
Geviity, dated Matiuii, letc'(]e;,n 3 : r}l’ccilélgé fON 1(;)1.1e4 iulb‘i-Collector of Tinne-
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No. 895, Local and Municipal.

Transferred to Marine Department.
(Signed) W. FRANCIS,
Ayg. Asst. Secretary.

herewith forwar

Fort St. GEORGE,
13tk March 1895. it

From Commander wW. POWELL, R.IM., Presidency Port Officer, Madras, to
the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 22nd March 1895,
No. 163—178-G.

With reference to the letter to Government from the Chairman, Municipal

Council, Tuticorin, dated 93rd January 1895, No. 24,a copy of which has been
forwarded to me ander endorsement dated 26th February 1895 by the Collector of
Tinnevelly with 2 request that my views on the subject may be communicated to
Government, I have the honour to state that 1 fully concur with the Collector’s

opinion as expressed in paragraph 13 of his endorsement and would add further that
on repayme ioned the control of the land should be permanently

nt of the sum mentl
taken away from the municipality and vested in the Port Officer.

e S—

Orper—dated 19th April 1895, No. 111, Marine.

The Government agrees with the Collector. There can be no doubt that the
Jand in question has all along belonged to Government. The municipal council will
dan o paid the sum cxpended, viz., Bs. 8,981-4-5, aud tho land Wil be formally
withdrawn from their charge and handed over to the Port Officer. The amount will

be made available from Port funds.

(True Extract.)
J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Presidency Port Officer.
Collector of Tinnevelly, with sketeh.

,, Revenue Department.
,, Local and Municipal Department.
Financial Department.

”

”

Exd. 8. J, Pereira.
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Issued

Recd. En A

G.0., 19th April 1895, No. 111.

APRIL.

Tuticorin Port.

Directing that the land adjoining the sea wall
at the — now in the possession of the munici-
ality of the place should be handed over to the
Jort Officer on payment of Rs. 3,981-4-5, the
sum expended by the municipality for the im-
provement of the land.
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CIVIL WORKS.

@obt. of {1895} FHadvus.

PUBLIC WORKS.

Dated July, 24th.

Teed, Enel.

G.0., 24th July 1895, No. 1823 W.

JULY.

Foreshore at Tuticorin

Endorsement in the Marine Department
agreeing with the Public Works Department
i1, the matter of reserving all land in the
—- for public purposes, commquated to
Superintending Engineer, VI Circle, for
inic1mation and guidance.

e -
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

tEap—the following papers : —

From the Agent, Messrs. Ralli Brothers and Co, to the Sub-Collector of Tinne-
velly, dated Tuticorin, 11th March 1895,

We beg to enclose tracing of the foreshore opposite our premises sent to us by
the Executive Engineer, wherein we have fixed the plot of land we consider suitable
for us marking it h\ a shp mes ann%v 110 X 50 feet pinned on the tracing.

We have no ()])Jt*(tl()ll to the slip being \‘M"tml one way or another, provided the
site so indicated is not too far out of our pwmlws 80 as not to inconvenience us for
one ]c;tt§.

We may also mention that we have fixed our site on the reclamation ground
alone which we consider free from the claims on the foreshore of the Port office and
the Municipality.

From Mg 40 BB B\I,, Bsq., Acting Sub-Collector, Tinnevelly, to the I’\m'lm'\'(-
Engineer, lnLL\‘J"(“V, dated 14th March 1895, Ref. I. on Current No. 1619.

In connection \\lth the acquisition of land in front of Messrs. Ralli Brothers at

Tuticorin, measuring 182§ square yards, for the siding of the railway to the new pier,

I have the honour to enclose a letter,*

* To be returned. dated the lith current, frcm the Agent of

the company together \\1[‘1 a plan * filed

by him and to request the favour of your upmmn in the matter of gr: mting in
ﬂ\chan"e to the company a portion (100 X 50 feet) of the foreshore to be reclaimed.

. I can see no objection to grant the land in question in exchange for the com-
pany’s 1111(1 required for Government, provided that the company undertakes to use
the land for no other purpose than the construction and use of a jetty.

3. Please let me know the value of the land and favour me with an early reply, as
the compensation case has to be disposed of soon.

No. T70.

Forwarded to the Superintending Engineer for favour of orders as to whether
the Sub-Collector may be asked to settle t hu compensation on the terms proposed.

(Signed) C. W. WOOD,
16th March 1895, Executive Engineer.
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2 24rH Juny 1895, No. 1823 W., Pusric WoREs,

No. 1046 T.N.

Submitted to the Chief Engineer for instructions. The dimensions of the land
asked for by Messrs. Ralli Brothers show that it is evidently intended to erect a
building. The estimated cost of taking up 182 square yards of Messrs. Ralli Brothers’
premises is Rs. 3,000. I do not think that even for the sake of saying this large sum
the land asked for should be given. I think the foreshore and reclaimed land should
be reserved for public purposes.

(Signed) W. HUGHES,

22nd March 1895. Suptg. Engineer, VI Cirele.

From W. HUGHES, Esq., Superintending Engineer, VI Circle, to the Chief
Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Trichinopoely, 20th June 1895,
No. 230 T.N. ;

I have the honour to enclose a plan of the foreshore at Tuticorin asked for in
your No. 20 D., dated 19th April 1895. In writing to the Executive Engineer last
month, Messrs. Ralli Brothers’ agent stated that the measurement of the land they
required was 110’ X 50', and that they have no objection to its being on any part of
the foreshore between the road and railway, but not further south than Messrs, Darley
Butler and Co.’s jetty.

2. In case of much further delay in settling with Messrs. Ralli Brothers, I have
permitted the Executive Engineer to extend the reclamation to the pencil line drawn
with a radius of 330 feet in order that a temporary line of rail may be laid down
avoiding Messrs. Ralli Brothers’ land. I have ascertained from the Chief Engineer,
South Indian Railway, that the permaunent line cannot be made of less radius than
480, and it must therefore go through Messrs. Ralli Brothers’ premises as shown on
the plan.

From the Sub-Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Superintending Engineer, VI Circle,
dated 19th June 1895, Ref. L. on Current No. 1619 of 1894.

With reference to your letter No. 60 T.N. of 24th April 1895, stating in
connection with the reclamation of the foreshore at Tuticorin that the question of
compensating Messrs. Ralli Brothers by granting a portion of the foreshore is under
consideration before Government, I have the honour to inform you that the Govern-
ment have in their Order No. 111, dated 19th April 1895, decided that the land belongs
to Government and should be handed over to the Port Officer, Tuticorin.

2. I have, therefore, the honour now to enquire if this is the point at issue
referred to in your letter under reference and, if so, whether there is any objection to
the grant of the land applied for by Messrs. Ralli Brothers.

e

No. 238 T.N.

Copy submitted to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, for orders, in
continuation of this office No. 230 T.N., dated 20th June 1895,

9. In this office No. 60 T.N. of 24th April 1895, the Sub-Collector was informed
that no pledge whatever should be given to Messrs. Ralli Brothers regarding the grant
of a portion of the foreshore in exchange to the portion of their premises to be
acquired in connection with the reclamation, until the orders of Government are
received.

3. Nothing is known in this office of the Government Order referred to by the
Sub-Collector.

(8igned) W. HUGHES,

22nd June 1895. Suptg. Engineer, VI Circle.

1
i.
1
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No. 477 D.

Referred to the Marine Department.
9. The question for decision is whether to give Messrs. Ralli and Co. land in

the foreshore as shown by the yellow strip pinned on the drawing, in exchange for a
strip of land required by the railway ; or to reserve all land in the foreshore and pay

Messrs. Ralli and Co. Rs. 8,000 for the strip of land required.

3. The Superintending Engineer is in favour of paying the Rs. 3,000 and
reserving all land in the foreshore for public purposes. In this view the Public

Works Department concurs.

()OTACAMUND, (Signed) J. PENNYCUICK, Colonel, R.E.,
1st July 1895. Secretary to Govt., P.W.D.

—

No. 1686, Marine,

The Marine Department agrees with the Superintending Engineer and the Public
Works Department. The creation of permanent private rights in the foreshore
should not be allowed.

OQO0TACAMUND, (Signed) J. F. PRICE,

20th July 1895. Chief Secretary.

Orber—dated 24th July 1895, No. 1823 W., Public Works..

The endorsement in the Marine Department, No. 1686, dated 20th July 1895, is
commuznicated to the Superintending Engineer, VI Circle, for information and
guidance.

(True Extract.)

Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D,

To the Superintending Engineer, VI Circle, with one plan.
»  Marine Department.

Exd T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
8pare Copies
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Foreshore at Tuticorin

Endorsement in the Marine Department
agreeing with the Public Works Department
in the matter of reserving all land 1n the
—- for public purposes, commun_icated to
Superintending Engineer, VI Circle, for
inicimation and guidance.
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