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g0re Marcm 1894, No. 884 W., Pusuic Works,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

»

General.
Establishment.

Rgap—the following papers' — :
From 8. D. PEARS, Esq., Superintendent of Works, No. I Periydr Division,
to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Periyir, 1lth
Mareh 1894, No. 288 C.E. . A

4 T have the honour to report that the labour at Periyir has now fallen in con-
sequence of the cholera to sucha point - that 1t is irapossible to carry on work any

~ longer. ’

2. 1 append a statement which will show you the progress of the epidemic in
comparison with the population. You will see that, in an ayerage population of 2,417,
there ocourred in 20 days no less than 81 cases, of which 45 had ended fatally,

not taking into account the deaths which have still to occur amongst the patients
still under treatment. These figures work out-to the, 1 believe, almost unprecedently
high ratio of 1°75 cases and 097 deaths per 1,000 per day, the significance of which
may be thus illustrated that in Madras town, with a population of 450,000, there
would at this rate be 787 cases and 437 deaths per day. Iven these fignres are far
 from representing the real severity of the outbreak, for it is known that many of the
coolies were attacked when leaving the camp. Five dead bodies haye been reported
to me as being found on the roads, one died at Kumuli, and there must have

_and, probably, several deaths, which do not appear in the

first nine days of the epidemic the infectod houses were burnt down
and their sites disinfected, every hut in the camp was fumigated, medicines were
 distributed, orders were given to boil all drinking water, drains; and latrines were
disinfected with quick-lime and strenuous exertions were made by cleanliness and any

gther measurcs that suggested themselves to stamp out the disease. As these all
proved ineffective, it was determined to transport the whole population into a tem-

porary rest camp on the south bank of the river, This was done on the 25th (Sunday)
and immediately resulted in a short lull in the number of cases. The disease soén

re-asserted itself however, and on the 1st March it was dgeided to allow the eoolies

* o return to their former camp’ which had meanwhile been thérgughly sprinkled with
“solution of corrosive sublimate and afterwards with quick-lige. Another lull fellowed
ich again proved delusive. There ramained nothing to be done except to patrol

' the lines (with a view to taking each ease in good time) and to isolate and disinfect,
" by burning, in each oase as it oceurred, The population continued to dwindle und

. one line after another to disappear by firing, till there now remain about 200 coolies

- (the deodws not yet ended however) and the camp is merely a patch of blackened
4. Under these circumstances, and in apticipation of your approval, 1 have
allowed the Perivér §ub—dxvtsional officer and all the Periydr establishment, with a
few exceptions, 0 avail themselves at once of the ﬁ;sugl recess. 1

panize labour with a yiew to ecollection of materials and the executio

'nm‘mry pisces of work and to recomstruet the camp. 1 do not propose to use great

ons towards recollecting labour for the prosent, as cholera still exists in camp,
would it indeed be possible to do so until new lines have been built, I propose
A , ‘ & . g i ) i
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o mm remnant of coolies to build lines. By the
l climatie changes and tire want of material

era and that enongh lines will be ready for
B will be all that are likely to be eithe 50

"0 agreements will return and
Peing until enough arc ready f
d next, season.

&lsvgubordiuaw who will be r
e relisved iu turn till the

i take turng of & woek or ten days each for
tho Eob'. But us the work will require little
v part of mﬂ beyond that of the

' that the officers will take turns
pril and the middle of

on the main dam. Shoul

: s B ’@\*t..?
30ra Marcm 1894, No. 884 W., ‘Posuc Womzs. 8.

.~ 12. The old site will by June have been all expose | to 'sun and rain for thre
months ; some of it (on the part burnt down in the December) for six months which
~ must in fwelf disinfect it, and even were more disinfestion pronounoed mecessary by
dical experts, a great deal could be done at & very much smaller sum than the
5,000 involved in the removal of the camp to thepewnite.. = o F 2

18. On the other side of the question there is but one argument, viz., that net
holera but every sort of ailment must necessarily be less on & cleaner site thap
dirtier site. No denial of this is possible, and, in view of the dispiriting,
‘demoralizing and retarding effect that the present epidemic pas had on all oonceng,
t is emtitled to very great weight. . et By
- 14. On the whole I am slightly inclined to recommend rebuilding on the old
site, but am so far from being convinced of this ,view’ that I should prefer to leave
. the decision entirely in your hauds. : e e 4 e
rom' Surgeon-Major W. G. KING, wm., c.M, n.pH., Acting Sanitary Com-’
& :F l'.;ﬁﬁé%:er forJ Madras, to the Seeretary to *Gévemmt?t:lt? PnblicryWorks
Department, dated Fort St. George, 22nd March 1894, No. 647 8.

. With reference {o your endorsement No. 1318 0., dated Blst March 1894, T
' have the honour to inform you that if the soil of the eamp be naturally dry and but

3

little pervious, the sub-soil water level being well removed from the surface, I

. consider the return to the old site after complete exposure to the action of the sun
‘and lapse of three mouths would be reasouably safe, so far as cholera is concerned.
- I, however,she camp be low-lying and possessed of a moist soil, with the sub-seil

. water subject to fluctuations bringing it at times close te the surface, there would be
g * risk of the cholera poisonn the svil retaining sufficient activity to place the iubabi-
[ fi tants “of the camp in jeopardy on return pf the meteorological ehanges ineident to
{ ' the south-west monsoon. - . , e : :
a3 2. There cannot be two opinvions as to the camp at Periyér having been too long
i - oveupied ircespeclive of the vecarrence of cholera, aud 1 therefore think you should
. decide the guestion upon the possivle length of tiwe the works will ‘proceed.  So far

~ aa I have been able to gather, the camp bas been. very unhealthy of late owing
to malarial fever, This may well be acconuted for by the general contamination of the -
roil with organic matter, rendering the malavial poison—generally assigned to the
prasence of«a specifio germ—morc vigorous and capable of propagation, If therefore
you were likely to occupy the camp buta single season, it would be reasouable, in view

- of the expenditure, to allow the camp lo remain in its present site after taking the'
 pracantion of burning the grass digging up and REpotig 2l specially soilod portions.
%\u it there be any doubt as £6 the prolongation of the stay, I consider, in view of
 existing circumstances, there ought fo be no hesitation in vacating the present sife :

rstly, a5 a necessity for the reténition of the health of the workers and their consequent
tment and capability of work, and, secondly, on the ground thut, sheuld cholera
appear amongst thew, there would be better capability of contending against it

- 3.1 may add here, with rogued fo thy rudsscenco of eholera, that,
A g g 1l of cholera in this Presidenc 4
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