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His Excellency
The Right Honorable
BAILLY BARON WENLOCK, &.c.LE.,

GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL,
MADRAS]

T

Tae House PeriTion or SIMPSON HODGSON, ATE
CovenaNTED ENGINEER To rHE MADRAS GOVERNMENT
AND SUPERINTENDENT, (rOVERNMENT W ORKSHOPS,
DrrARTMENT PuBric Works, MADRAS.

Your humble petitioner showeth that after passing an examination before a board of
Engineers in London, he entered into Convenant with the Secretary of state for India tO
serve the Madras Government as an Engineer, and on his arrival at Madras, he was appointed
by, Warrant to the Public Works Department (warrant enclosed) and when the Superinten-
dant of the Government Workshops D. P. Works resigned and went to England, your peti-
tioner was appointed to be the Superintendant of the Government Workshops D. P. W.
Madras, and held that appointment until the expiration of his Covenant and Government very
kindly gave him three thousand rupees (Rs. 3,000), on his leaving the service,

On the 12th July 1892, your humble petitioner was engaged by Mr. L. L. Wickham,
General Superintendant P. W, Workshops, Madras, to examine snd report upon the condi-
tion of the Pankah Works at the Geeneral Hospital. He (Mr. Wickham) told your petitioner
that he had been informed that the Steam Engine was very much out of working order and re-
quested your petitioner to point out in his report all the defects of the Steam Engine and all the
necessary alterations and additions required to be made to the Steam Engine to enable it to do
the extra work of pulling the punkahs on the new upper storey of the Hospital which was be-
ang built at the time. After he had been engaged on the work for nearly three months in at-
tending Mr. Wickham’s office at the workshops at Mr. Wickham’s request, to consul and ad-
wise Mr. Wickham and in going to the Hospital from time to time for nearly three months

from the 1% July until the 8rd October 1892.

On completing and sending in his sixth and last report Mr, Wickham wrote to say that
it was not necessary for your petitioner to report any further because nothing could be done
until the punkahs ceased working. That letter was filed in Court and is still in Court ab
the present time. Your petitioner sent in his bill to Mr, Wickham, who refosed
to pay it, but promised to give him the work of carrying oot the alterations
and additions that your petitioner had'recommended to be made to the punkah works.
Mr. Wickham also wrote to your petitioner and renewed his promise to give him the work to
do. His letter was filed in Court and is still in the Court. This promise Mr. Wickham broke,
and did not give him the work to carry out but still refused to pay him for the three months
work that your petitioner did, which left him no other alternative but to place his case in the
hands of a legal gentleman (Mr. Branson), who advised him to sue Mr. Wickhgm for the
amount of his bill. Consequently a summons was taken out by that gentleman againsgt
Mr. Wickham.

Your humble petitioner sued Mr. Wicham in his private capacity. But His Honor the
9nd Judge who tried the case held that Mr. Wickham was not liable, because ' the work that
your petitioner did was for Governmert, and he being a Government servant was not respon-
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sible. His Honour the 2nd Judge, said that Mr. Wickham did not engage your petitioner on
his own account but in his representative capacity on account of Government,

1f Mr. Wickham had informed your petitioner at the time he engaged his services that
the work that he had to do was for Government, he  would not have sued Mr. Wickham,

and thereby your petitioner would have saved the five hundred rupees that he paid to the
Lawyers and for Court costs.

After His Honour, the Judge, disposed of his case, your petitioner did not know to whom
he was to apply for payment. Some said that your petitioner would have to apply to the
Secretary of State for India ; others said that he would have to apply to the Chief Engineer
Madras ; Mr. Branson his Solicitor advised him to send.a-petition. dineebmtouyownxmlency

as your Excellency is in charge of the pawtfolig Public Works Department.

Just as your petitioner was on the eve of submiting this petition to your Excellency,
your petitioner received an official letter from the General Superintendant P. W. Workshops,
dated 19th June 1894, enclosing a cheque, for rupees (50) fifty, in final settlement of your
petitioner’s claim of Rupees 1500 for examining and reporting on the punkah works at the
General Hospital. Your petitioner regrets that Government should have dealt with him so
bardly, in placing such a low value on the services rendered by him, ignoring the fact that
the work occupied him nearly three months, from the 12th July until the 3rd. October, 1892,
during which interim he had attended the workshops from time to time at the request of
Mr. Wickham to consult and advise him about the necessary alterations and additions to be
made t0 the Steam Engine, boilers and punkahs at the General Hospital so that the present
Steam Engine would be able to do the extra work of pulling the punkahs on the new upper
Story that was being built at the time, thereby saving the Government a great deal of expense
in getting a larger Steam Engine and boilers from England. Mr. Loan the Chief Mechanical
Engineer, Madras Municipality, states in a letter to your petitioner that if your petitioner’s
suggestions had been carried out he had no doubt it would have saved Government obtaining
new machinery at a high cost.. He begs to enclose an extract of Mr. Loan’s letter to your

petitioner dated 2nd Angust 1892, If your Excellency desires to read the original, your peti-
tioner will send it at once.

Bearing in mind the fact that your petitioner had not been called upon by your Excellen-
cy’s Government to explain the facts of his case on his own behalf, and in ~ defence of his own
interests your petitioner could wot avoid feeling greatly surprised when he learnt that your
Excellency’s Government had passed an order on his case, directing payment of only so small
a sum as rapees 50, to your petitioner, who had good and substantial reasons for expecting
very much more for his services, which have been valued at Thirty times that amounnt by pro-
fessional Machanical Engineers whose competence to adjudicate in such matters c%uld not be
questioned. In view of these and other considerations, your petitioner begs respectfully to
submit that before his claim in this case could in justice to your petitioner be finally disposed
of, your petitioner should be allowed an opportunity of stating his own case. - X

The whole of the facts of his case could not have been laid before the Government at the

time the order was passed in his case, giving him so small a sum as rupees 50 for valuable ser-
vices rendered by him,

Your petitioner respectfully and humbly prays that your Excellency will be pleased
to take into consideration sll the professional consultations and practical advice given to
Mr. Wickham and for pointing out to him all the defects of the punkah works at the Hospital
and for giving his professional practical opinion to Mr. Wickham on several occasions
about the necessary alterations and additions necessary to be made to the steam
Engine boilers and punkahas, the length of time he was occupied and the trouble
involved in getting the necessary information that was required to emable him to
frame his report. The Government will be pleased to reconsider their order of the 9th June
1894, No, 1437, W, deciding to give your petitioner the small sum of Rs 50, That the amount
claimed by your petitioner is fair and reasonable is supported by the opinior cf two professional

o
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Mechanical Engineers—uvis., Captain G. M. Dorsey, retired Acting Chief Mechanical Engineer,
Gun Carriage Factory, and Mr. S. Loan, Chief Mechanical Engineer, Madras Municipality,—
who gave it as their opinion on oath before the Judge on the day of trial, that your petitioner
ought to receive 1500 Rs,

Your petitioner most respectfully and humbly solicits that your Excellency will also be
pleased to consider the legal expenses your petitioner has been put to (nearly 500 Rs.) in

~ order to establish his claim, against Mr, Wickham who engaged his services.

Your humble petitioner begs respectfully to inform your Excellency that he did Eﬁoh
more than report on the Punkah machinery, (the enclosed bill will show) and which Was filed
1n the Court at the hearing ot vne suis between Mr, Wickham, your pelitioner has always
been paid well for holding surveys on machinery and for. giving. his. practical opinion upon
machinery, he has surveyed the Steam Engines and machinery of Steam Boats, and for every
time he went on board he was paid Rs. 60 by Dymes and Compauny (Madras) which only
lasted a few hours, and for each Survey at the Custom House Madras he was paid 60 Rupees
by Messrs. C, Shand & Co., Merchants Madras, Messrs Arbuthaot & Co., Madras, engaged
his services for two Months and paid him one thousand five hundred rupees 'and for holding

~ a survey upon a Cotton Press, Messrs Arbuthnot & Co., paid him 75 Rupees wkich only took

up his time for three hours.

As there obviously is a very considerable difference between the amount claimed by your
petitioner and the comparatively small sum tendered him by the Superintendent of the P, W,
Work-shops, Madras, in final settlement of the account in question—your humble petitioner
respectfully prays that your Excellency wonld ke pleased to direct that the real and only point
now at issue wviz. the precise amount of the remuneration and indemnity to which your
humble petitioner is reasonably entitled to might be determined by arbitration, yonr
Excellency nominating one gentleman, representative on behalf of Government and your
humble petitioner likewise to be allowed te name another Gentleman representative on his own
behalf, or as an alternative cause if your Excellency should think it would be better to
appoint the Govornment Solicitor and Mr. Branson to settle the matter in dispute who
represented Counsel on both sides in your petititioner’s original suit against Mr. Wickham,
as those two Gentleman are already famfliar with all the facts and circumstances connected
with the case which has a direct bearing on the subject matter of your petitioner’s present
claim being fully satisfied as to the reasonableness and justice of his request. Your petitioner
cannot but feel confident, that your Excellency wil be pleased to accede to the request (to have

his case settled by arbitration) herein humbly and respectfully set forth and in this conviction
your humble petitioner, as in duty bound shall ever pray.

Mapras,

Becernten 1894,
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f.LWICKHAM, Esq., P2 | 7o S. HODGSON,
Asst. Engineer, 2nd Grade and Late Covenanted Mechanical Engineer
Goliovdr Supiritondint to the dladras Goverment, and
P Superintendent Government
P. W. Workshop, Workshops, D. P. W.,
MADRAS. MADRAS.

To surveying Inspecting and Kxamining and reporting to you all the defects of the Steam
Engine Boilers and Punkah at the General Hospital and reporting to you all the necessary al
terations, additions, aud requirements of the said Steam Engine Boilers and punkahs at the
General Hospital, so that the same Steam Engine would be able to do the extra work of pulling
the Punkahs on the top story of the Hospital and also reportingto you the necessary alterations
and additions required to be made to the Punkahs &o., so that-the present Steam Engine, after
the alterations that T had recommended had been made to be done in my report to you would
be able to do the Extra work of pulling the puwkahs on the new upper top story that it would
have to do, and for attending at your office at the Public Warks Workshop, from time to time.
to receive all the instructions that you had to give me about the Punkah Works and given
you all the information that you required me to give and for attending the General Hospital
to get all the information that you required me to report to you, and to consult with you upon
different subjects in connection with the defects and alterations that were required to be made
to the Steam Engine Boilers and Punkahs as requested by you, and to give you my veribal
professinal practical opinion and advice about the defects of the same such as how the jarging of
the Steam Engine could be stopped and to devise some plan how this could be done—and ilius-
trating to you by rough drawings and explanations how each or any of the Punkahs could be
disconnected and coupled again at any time wi§h011t stopping the Steam Engine as you reques-
ted me to give you my opinion especially upon this point, and to devise some plan how this
could be done—about taking off the Lap of the value slide of the Steam Engine, s that the
Steam Cylindar would receive full Steam and of a grebater pressure to the end of each stooke, so
that the Engine would beable to do the extra work. Aputreducing the area of the Punkahs in the
center to releave the Steam Engine of the great strain that will be upon it when the Punkahs
on the top story are conuected to the Engine. To examining and informing youif the slide valves
of the Steam Engine were set right or not, as you had your doubts about the slide valves be-
ing set right—About the alterations of the Steam Engine Ecgentric and the Eccentrie Strap
which I pointed out to you in my report if yon take off the Lap if the Steam Engine slide
valve which you intended doing. ~About consulting With you about the necessity of having a
third Boiler, so that the Kngine would receive more steam and at a greater presence which

the Engine would require to pull the punkhas on the top stowsy. About the difficalty there .

is in starting the Steam Engine and how this could be rectified. Ab‘ogt; inventing some plan to

kuock off or disconnect the whole of the punkahs on the top story when starting the Steam /5

Engine. About the shakey state of the wooden Frame work that the Steam Engine is erected
upon, and how it could be made more st;a.bla3 and. giving you my professional and practical
opinion_and advice. About the Steam Engine being erected on the ground floor, instead of it
remaining where it-now is on the wooden Frame work upstairs. About closing the Crank Shaft
Brags bearings and raising the plumber blocks a little, so that the centre of the brass beayings
.be in & direct line with the centre of the Crank Shaft. To giving you my professional
practical opinion about replacing the present Steam Cylinder of the Steam Engine with a
Jarger one if you could see your way clear to cdst and bore out one of a greater diameter in
your workshop as per my Tepurs o you, ;

To giving you my verbal professional and practical opinion and advice about altering
the whole arrangement of the present punkahs as you were not satisfied with the punkahs as

will
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S. HODGSON,
Late Covenanted Mechanical Engineer
to the Madras Government and

Superintendent Govt., Workshops
Department Public Works,Madras.

Mapgas, 15tk June 1893.
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si.ble. His Honour (:.he ?nd Judge, said that Mr., Wickham did not engage your petitioner on
his own account but in his representative capacity on account of Government, v

If Mr. Wickham had informed your petiti i i
Petitioner at the timehe engaged his services t
the work that he had to do was for Government, he would not have sued My, ,V?ickh::yt

and thereby your petitioner would have d th ] .
A T iy save e five hundred fupees that he paid to the

s w:f:)raHn? Hff:nour, the Judge, dispo.sed of his case, your petitioner did not know to whom
izt orfa}é g; : x; paIy n;t'ent. Some sfnd that your petitioner would have to apply to the
g3 ry : e for ndia ; 9t!1ers sau? that he wounld have to apply to the Chief Engineer
adras ; Mr. Branson his Solicitor advised him to send a petition direct to your Excellenc
as your Excellency 18 4n charge of the Lo tfolio Public Works Department. g

J uS'f a8 your pefntloner Was on the eye of submiting this petition to your Excellency,
Zo;n(-i ;;e;ntxoner received an ofﬁcia’l letter from the General Superintendant P. W. Wtkshops,
p: ti(: ionef.}’ls g ll:;:, lg?%Renclosmg a che}que, for rupees (50) fifty, in final settlement of your
i You;lpee:t'l 900 for €xamining and reporting on the punkah works at the
e i Mo fe 1tioner regretg that‘ Government should have dealt with him 80
T Ok S Noed ;)W hvalue on the services rendered by him, ignoring the faot that
B i v ikt " rly three months, from the 12th July until the 3rd October, 1892,

m he had attendeq the workshops from timeto time atthe request of

l,s:z‘; :::: :::rb:;-ng‘tbmuﬁ?t f'_he time, tPereby saving the Government a great deal of expense
o Madfa i Meﬂfé_ ugine and b(.nlers from England. Mr. Loan the Chief Mechanical
sugeg eﬂbio;ls i unicipality, states in a Jetter to your petitioner that if your petitioner’s

eén carried out he had no doubt it would have saved Government obtaining

new machinery at a high ¢ f )
P Sk o Aﬁgn’m?lSQ He begs to enclose an extract of Mr. Loan’s letter to your

tioner will send it at once,

A .
icx)]’t:ri‘::::ﬁe::ﬁtg;iphm ;;(l;'e facts of‘ his case on his own behalf, and in defence of his own
Excellency’s Gove " ‘_’;’]“ -n‘ot avoid feeling greatly surprised when he learnt that your
sy 50mz)1ent' ad Ba.éseq a1 order on his case, directing payment of only fo small
T 1 8 o fo’r e your PetlﬁlOn?l‘, Who had good and substantial reasons for expecting
Blaiviil Mashartc ES services, which have been valued at Thirty times that amount by pro-
questioned. In view ofn ?hneers - compet,.e i to adjudicate in sach matters buld not be
duibur’s shat Bt b 050 aq@i. other oonalder.atxons, your petitioner begs respectfully to
of, your Beidbianne 'shou(;;;? n th‘.&“}ie could in J ustice to :your .petitioner be finally disposed

The whole of the £ qfuﬂ,“@v&n opportunity of stating his own case. ¥
0% e nots o *8 case could not have been laid before the Government at the

E
time the order was passed in his 0y :
vices rendered by him. d » 8lving him sb small a sum as rupees 50 for valnable ser-

Mr. chkl.xa.m and. for pointing‘out to him all the defects of the punkah works at the Hospital
gnd for giving his professional 'plaeﬁe'ﬂ""‘-opinioh to Mr. Wickham on several occasions
abou-t the .necessary alterations apq additions necessary to be made to the steam
V_Engme lf"ﬂe“ .and punkahas, the length of time he was occupied and the trouble
mVOIVGd. In getting the necessary information that was required to enable him to
frame his report. The Government will be pleased to reconsider their order of the 9th Jupe
18?4, No. 1437, Vf. .deciding to give your petitioner the small sum of Rs 50, That the amount
claimed by your Petitioner is fair and reagongble is supported by the opinion cf two professiona]

2. If your Excellency desires to read the original, your peti- -
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Mechanical Engineers—viz., Captain G. M. Dorsey, retired Acting Chief Mechanical Engineer,
Gun Carriage Factory, and Mr. 8. Loan, Chief Mechanical Engineer, Madras Municipality,—
who gave it as their opinion on oath before the Judge on the day of trial, that your petitioner
ought to receive 1500 Rs,

Your petitioner most respectfully and humbly solicits that your Excellency will also be
pleased to consider the legal expenses your petitioner has been put to (nearly 500 Rs.) in
order to establish his claim, against Mr, Wickham who engaged his services.

Your humble petitioner begs respectfully to inform your Excellency that he did much
more _than report on the Punkah machinery, (the enclosed bill will show) and which was filed
1 the Court at the hearing of the suit between Mr, Wickham, your petitioner has always
been paid well for holding surveys on machinery and for giving his practical opinion upon
machinery, he has surveyed the Steam Engines and machinery of Steam Boats, and for every
time he went on board he was paid Rs. 60 by Dymes and Company (Madras) which only
lasted a few hours, and for each Survey at the Castom House Madras he was paid 60 Rupees
by Messrs. C, Shand & Co., Merchants Madras, Messrs Arbuthnot & Co., Madras, engaged
his services for two Months and paid him one thousand five hundred rapees 'and for holding
a survey upon a Cotton Press, Messrs Arbuthnot & Co., paid him 75 Rupees wkich only took

up his time for three hours.

As there obviously is a very considerable difference between the amount claimed by your
petitioner and the comparatively small sum tegdered him by the Superintendent of the P, W,
Work-shops, Madras, in final settlement of the account in question—your humble petitioner
respectfully prays that your Exdellency would te pleased to direct that the real and only point
now at issue wviz. the precise amount of the remuneration and indemnity to which your
humble petitioner is reasonably entitled to might be determined by arbitration, your
Excellency nominating one gentleman, representative on behalf of Government and your
humble petitioner Jikewise to be allowed te name another Gentieman representative on his own
behalf, or as an alternative cause if your Excellency should think it would be better to
appoint the Govornment Solicitor and Mr. Branson to settle the matter in dispute who
represented Counsel on both sides in your petititioner’s original suit against Mr. Wickham,
as those two Gentleman are already fam{liar with all the facts and circumstances connected
with the case which has a direct bearing on the subject matter of your petitioner’s present
claim being fully satisfied as to the reasonableness and justice of his request. Your petitioner

“cannot but feel confident, that your Excellency wil be pleased to accede to the request (to have
his case settled by arbitration) herein humbly and respectfully set forth and in this conviction
your humble petitioner, as in duty bound shall ever pray.

Mapras,

Becernleos 1804 .
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, -2 5 WICKHAM, Esq., 5 T8 HODGSON,

Asst. Engincer, 2nd Grade and Late Covenanted Mechanical Engineer
: , to the dludras Goverment, and
General Superintendent Superintendent Government
P. W. Workshop, Workshops, D. P. W.,

MADRAS. MADRAS.

To surveying Inspecting, and Examining and reporting to you all the defects of the Steam
Engine Boilers and Punkah at the General Hospital and reporting to you all the necessary al
terations, additions, aud requirements of the said Steam Engine Boilers and punkahs at the
General Hospital, so that the same Steam Engine would be ab'e to do the extra work of pulling
the Punkahs on the top story of the Hospital and also reporting to you the necessary alterations
and additions required to be made to the Punkahs &o., so that the present Steam Engine, after
the alterations that T had recommended had been made to be done in my report to you would
be able to do the Extra work of pulling the pugkahs on the new upper top story that it would
have to do, and for attending at your office at the Public Works Workshop, from time to time.
to receive all the instructions that you had to give me about the Punkah Works and given
you all the information that you required me to give and for attending the General Hospital
to getall the information that you required me to report to you, and to consult with you upon
different subjects in connection with the defects and alterations that were required to be made
to the Steam Engine Boilers and Punkahsas requested by you, and to give you my veribal
professinal practical opinion and advice about the defects of the same such as how the jreing of
. the Steam Engine could be stopped and to devise some plan how this could be done—and ilfus-
trating to you by rough drawings and explanations how each op any of the Punkahs could be
disconnected and coupled again at any time without stopping the Steam Engine as you reques-
ted me to give you my opinion éspeoia.lly upon this point, and to devise some plan how this.
could be done—about taking off the Lap of the value slide of the Steam Engine, s» that the
Steam Cylindar would receive full Steam and of a gzzgter pressure to the end of each stooke, so
that the Engine would be able to do the extra work. Qubreducing the area of the Punkahs in the
center to releave the Steam Engine of the great strain that will be upon it when the Punkahs
on the top story are connected to the Engine. To examining and informing you if the slide valves
of the Steam Engine were set right or not, as you had your ‘doubts about the slide valves be-
ing set right—About the alterations of the Steam Engine Eccentric and the Rocentric Strap
which I pointed ‘out to you in my report if you take off the Lap if the Steam Engine slide
valve which you intended doing. About consulting with you about the necessity of having a
third Boiler, so that the Engine would receive more steam and at a greater presence which
the Engine would require to pull the punkhas on the top stovey. About the difficalty there
18 in starting the Steam Engine and how this could be rectified. About inventing some plan to
knock off or disconnect the whole of the punkahs on the top ssoﬁ when starting the Steam
Engine. About the shakey state of the wooden Frame work that the Steam Engine is erected
upon, and how it could be made more stable, and giving yon my professional and practical
opinion and advice. About the Steam Engine being erected on the ground floor, instead of it
remaining where it now is on the wooden Frame work upstairs. About closing the Crank Shaft
Brass bearings and raising the plumber blocks a little, so that the centre of the brass beavines
will«be in a direct line with the centre of the Crank Shaft. To giving you my professional
practical opinion about replacing the present Steam Cylinder of the Steam Engine with a
larger one if you could see your way clear to cast and bore ogt one of a greater diameter in
your workshop as per my report to you.
To giving you my verbal professional and Practical opinion and aflvice about altering
the whole arrangement of the present punkahs as you were not, satisfied with the punkahs as

they now are SR, -+ 1600 0 ¢
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S. HODGSON,
Late Oovenanteq Mechanical Engineer
to the Madras Gaovernment and
Superintendent Govt., Workshops

Maoras, 15tk June 1893. Department Public Worko,lladra@
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