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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,.

JUDIOIAL DEPARTMENT.

READ—again the following paper :—
G.0., dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judicial.

AnstracT.—Passing orders on the report on the Cochin fires of the 2nd, 3rd and 7th
February.

ReAD—also the following paper :—

From W. V. BAKER, Esq., Officiating Executive Engineer, West Coast Division,
to the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, Coimbatore, dated Cochin,
20th June 1894, No. 375-S.E.

With reference to your endorsement (returned) No. 187-W.C., dated 30th April
1894, on G.O., No. 1059 W., dated 24th idem, calling for a report on the proposals
made in connection with the recent Cochin fires for readily commanding a good supply
of water, &e., 1 have the honour to state that I am of opinion the suggestion of a steam
fire engine combined with a barge need not be seriously considered. For if it was
made with a view to also utilizing the barge to tow cargo-boats out to steamers
anchored off the port, what is to prevent a fire breaking out while the barge is away
on such duty? In fact, then would be the opportunity for an incendiary to carry out
his plans.

2. Even assuming that the barge is to be kept solely to assist in putting out fires,
how could it deal successfully with such should there happen that two fires broke out
simultaneously at the extreme ends of the backwater or some distance apart ?

3. The great drawback felt during the late fires was undoubtedly the want of an
abundant supply of water close at hand to admit of the fire-engines with their limited
length of hose being kept constantly playing on the fire.

4. T happened to he present at the fire which occurred on Tth February last in
the yard of Messrs. Brunton and Son, and the supply of water at hand was 8o inade-
quate that recourse had to be had to passing water by means of buckets from hand to
hand, which arrangement proved most unsatisfactory, for by the time a bucket reached
the fire end of the line but little of its contents was available, being spilt in the hurry
and excitement en route.

5. There is an unfailing source available from which the European firms can
obtain their supply of water for extinguishing’ fires, namely, the backwater, for their
yards and business premises are so situated as to have the backwater as their northern
frontage. It is only the distance between the backwater and the premises which has
to be considered, and this is not great.

6. The question is—Why should not each and every European firm so arrange as
to have a supply always ready close at hand by having the water led into their yards
by a service of pipes from the backwater to cast-iron or even glazed-earthenware
cylinders sunk down to below the bed-level of the backwater at convenijent centres ?
One pipe at each end of a yard supplying and connecting two or more cylinders is all
that 1s required.
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7. The cylinders may vary from 1 to 2 feet in diameter. They need not be
above ground-level, and if covered over with a wooden cover will not be in the way.
In case of a fire, the hose of the fire-engine has but to be inserted into tbe eylinder
nearest at hand and a constant supply of water is available as each and every cylinder
will be connected by pipes to one another and the backwater. This plan would also
have the advantage of permitting other fire-engines as they come up to get into action
at once, as the other adjacent cylinders can be made use of. The idea is merely
sketched by me; its details will have to be worked out in applying the same.

8. I do not see the necessity of Government being put to any expense in this
matter. In my humble opinion, each firm in its own interests should provide itself

with the necessary steam or manual fire-engine and make its own arrangements for
working such in connection with its property.

9. As regards the municipality, a more powerful fire-engine than the one at
present in useis, I consider, necessary. I would recommend that at least one of
* Merry weather and Son’s Railway fire-engines, No. 1, to be worked by 10 to 15
men, capable of pumping 4,000 gallons an hour to a height of 100 feet, be provided.
The total cost of such an engine delivered at Cochin complete with 500 feet of
canvass delivery hose ought not to cost more than Rs. 1,500. The English price is
£48 for the engine with fiittings complete, &e.; for every 100 feet of extra canvass
hose and serews, £5-1-0.

10. The plan proposed for obtaining a ready supply of water by the European

firms might be adopted by the municipality at one or more convenient centres in
connection with the densely-populated native town of Cochin.

—

No. 263-W.

Copy submitted to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, with reference
to G.O., No. 1059-W., dated 24th April 1894.
2. The suggestions of the Officiating Executive Engineer appear to be good and
likely to prove effective.
(Signed) J. HANNAN,

2nd July 1894, Superintending Engineer, IV Circle.

No. 5562 D.

Transferred to the Judicial Department with reference to paragraph 6 of G.O.,
dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judicial. \

9. So far as he is able to form an opinion in thQ absence of pergot}al knowledge
of the locality, the undersigned endorses the suggestions of the Officiating Executive

Engineer, West Coast Division.

“ Signed J. PENNYCUICK, Colonel, R.E.
18&T£75223’4. e Secretary ia,Governm:ent, P.W.D,

Orprr—dated 4th August 1894, No. 1888, Judicial.

The Officiating Executive Engineer has apparently not noticed that, if arrange-
ments are made for increasing the water-supply, it _WLM hardly be necessary to
purchase more powerful engines or longer hoses- and his rqmarks upon the combined
barge and engine scheme are based upon a misapprehension. It was suggested by
theDDistrict Magistrate that a steam-vessel shquld be procured for .the doublf:) purpose
of working a fire-engine and towing boats ; this suggestion was rejected as impracti-
cable by Government and it was not Eroposed that any towing Wor}: should be d(_)ne
by the combined barge and engine in the event of that alternative scheme being
adopted. 1t now remains for the Cochin Municipal Council to make a selection among
the four schemes which have been mooted and which are as follows : —
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(1) the Executive Engineer’s system of sunken cylinders connected by pipes
with each other and the backwater ;

(2) the sinking of numerous shallow wells in the neighbourhood of the back-
water and in all the more crowded parts of the town ;

(3) the construction of a fire-engine affixed to a barge to work along the
backwater ; :

(4) the purchase of a new and more powerful fire-engine with a 500-foot hose.

The views of the Municipal Council should be intimated to Government at

an early date.

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Local and Municipal Department.
»  Public Works Department.
»  District Magistrate, Malabar.
»  Inspector-General of Police.

Exd. A. Raitt.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. .

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper:—
G.0., dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judicial.

AsnstracT.—Passing orders on the report on the Cochin fires of the 2nd, 3rd and T7th
February.

Reap—also the following paper :—

From W. V. BAKER, Esq., Officiating Executive Engineer, West Coast Division,
to the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, Coimbatore, dated Cochin,
20th June 1894, No. 375-8.E.

With reference to your endorsement (returned) No. 187-W.C., dated 30th April
1894, on G.O., No. 1059 W., dated 24th idem, calling for a report on the proposals
made in connection with the recent Cochin fires for readily commanding a good supply
of water, &ec., I have the honour to state that I am of opinion the suggestion of a steam
fire engine combined with a barge need not be seriously considered. For if it was
made with a view to also utilizing the barge to tow cargo-boats out to steamers
anchored off the port, what is to prevent a fire breaking out while the barge is away
on such duty? In fact, then would be the opportunity for an incendiary to carry out
his plans.

2. Even assuming that the barge is to be kept solely to assist in putting out fires,
how could it deal successfully with such should there happen that two fires broke out
simultaneously at the extreme ends of the backwater or some distance apart ?

3. The great drawback felt during the late fires was undoubtedly the want of an
abundant supply of water close af hand to admit of the fire-engines with their limited
length of hose being kept constantly playing on the fire.

4. T happened to be present at the fire which occurred on 7th February last in
the yard of Messrs. Brunton and Son, and the supply of water at hand was so inade-
quate that recourse had to be had to passing water by means of buckets from hand to
hand, which arrangement proved most unsatisfactory, for by the time a bucket reached
the fire end of the line but little of its contents was available, being spilt in the hurry
and excitement en route.

5. There is an unfailing source available from which the European firms can
obtain their supply of water for extinguishing’ fires, namely, the backwater, for their
yards and business premises are so situated as to have the backwater as their northern
frontage. It is only the distance between the backwater and the premises which has
to be considered, and this is not great.

6. The question is—Why should not each and every European firm so arrange as
to have a supply always ready close af hand by having the water led into their yards
by a service of pipes from the backwater to cast-iron or even glazed-earthenware
cylinders sunk down to below the bed-level of the backwater at convenient centres ?
One pipe at each end of a yard supplying and connecting two or more cylinders is all
that is required.
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7. The cylinders may vary from 1 to 2 feet in diameter. They need not be
above ground-level, and if covered over with a wooden cover will not be in the way.
In case of a fire, the hose of the fire-engine has but to be inserted into the cylinder
nearest at hand and a constant supply of water is available as each and every cylinder
will be connected by pipes to one another and the backwater. This plan would also
have the advantage of permitting other fire-engines as they come up to get into action
at once, as the other adjacent cylinders can be made use of. The idea is merely
sketched by me ; its details will have to be worked out in applying the same.

8. I do not see the necessity of Government being put to any expense in this
matter. In my humble opinion, each firm in its own interests should provide itself
with the necessary steam or manual fire-engine and make its own arrangements for
working such in connection with its property. i

9. As regards the municipality, a more powerful fire-engine than the one at
present in use is, I consider, necessary, I would recommend that at least one of
“ Merryweather and Son’s Railway ” fire-engines, No. 1, to be worked by 10 to 15
men, capable of pumping 4,000 gallons an hour to a height of 100 feet, be provided.
The total cost of such an engine delivered at Cochin complete with 500 feet of
canvass delivery hose ought not to cost more than Rs. 1,500. The English price is
£48 for the engine with fiittings complete, &c.; for every 100 feet of extra canvass
hose and screws, £5—-1-0.

10. The plan proposed for obtaining a ready supply of water by the European
firms might be adopted by the municipality at one or more convenient centres in
connection with the densely-populated native town of Cochin.

No. 263-W.

Copy submitted to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, with reference
to G.0O., No. 1059-W., dated 24th April 1894.
2. The suggestions of the Officiating Executive Engineer appear to be good and
likely to prove effective.
(Signed) J. HANNAN,

2nd July 1894. Superintending Engineer, IV Circle.

No. 5562 D.

Transferred to the Judicial Department with reference to paragraph 6 of G.O.,
dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judieial.

9. So far as he is able to form an opinion in the absence of personal knowledge
of the locality, the undersigned endorses the suggestions of the Officiating Executive
Engineer, West Coast Division.

J. PENNYCUICK, Colonel, R.E.,

OoTACAMUND Signed
, Eigpad) Secretary to Government, P.W.D.

1044 July 1894.

S e st

Orprr—dated 4th August 1894, No. 1888, Judicial.

The Officiating Executive Engineer has apparently not noticed that, if arrange-
ments are made for increasing the water-supply, 1t will hardly be necessary to
purchase more powerful engines or longer hoses and his remarks upon the combined
barge and engine scheme are based umpon a misapprehension. It was suggested by
the District Magistrate that a steam-vessel should be procured for the double purpose
of working a fire-engine and towing boats ; this suggestion was rejected as impracti-
cable by Government and it was not proposed that any towing wor}{ should be dpne
by the combined barge and engine in the event of that alternative scheme being

adopted. 1t now remains for the Cochin Munieipal Council to make a selection among
the four schemes which have been mooted and which are as follows : —

1
i
.

-

-

—— —
. ——

i

A A A A AT I IR I P I AN AT PPN I S I PP B AT N P I I A I I I IS PTG

4ta Aveust 1894, No. 1888, JubpICIAL. 3

A A A A A A i

(1) the Executive Engineer's system of sunken cylinders connected by pipes
with each other and the backwater ;
2) the sinking of numerous shallow wells in the neighbourhood of the back-
water and in all the more crowded parts of the town ;
 (3) the construction of a fire-engine affixed to a barge to work along the
backwater ;
(4) the purchase of a new and more powerful fire-engine with a 500-foot hose.
The views of the Municipal Council should be intimated to Government at
an early date.

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Local and Municipal Department.
,,  Public Works Department.
,»  District Magistrate, Malabar.
»  Inspector-General of Police.

Exd. A. Raitt.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper:—
G.0., dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judicial.

AnstracT.—Passing orders on the report on the Cochin fires of the 2nd, 3rd and 7th
February.

————

Reap—also the following paper :—

From W. V. BAKER, Esq., Officiating Executive Engineer, West Coast Division,
to the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, Coimbatore, dated Cochin,

90th June 1894, No. 375-8.E.

With reference to your endorsement (returned) No. 187-W.C., dated 30th April
1894, on G.O., No. 1059 W., dated 24th idem, calling for a report on the proposals
made in connection with the recent Cochin fires for readily commanding a good supply
of water, &c., 1 have the honour to state that T am of opinion the suggestion of a steam
fire engine combined with a barge need not be seriously considered. For if it was
made with a view to also utilizing the barge to tow cargo-boats out to steamers
anchored off the port, what is to prevent a fire breaking out while the barge is away
on such duty? In fact, then would be the opportunity for an incendiary to carry out
his plans.

9. Even assuming that the barge is to be kept solely to assist in putting out fires,
how could it deal successfully with such should there happen that two fires broke out
simultaneously at the extreme ends of the backwater or some distance apart ?

3. The great drawback felt during the late fires was undoubtedly the want of an
abundant supply of water close at hand to admit of the fire-engines with their limited
length of hose being kept constantly playing on the fire.

4. T happened to be present at the fire which occurred on 7th February last in
the yard of Messrs. Brunton and Son, and the supply of water at hand was so inade-
quate that recourse had to be had to passing water by means of buckets from hand to
hand, which arrangement proved most unsatisfactory, for by the time a bucket reached
the fire end of the line but little of its contents was available, being spilt in the hurry
and excitement en route.

5. There is an unfailing source available from which the European firms can
obtain their supply of water for extinguishing fires, namely, the backwater, for their
yards and business premises are 80 situated as to have the backwater as their northern
frontage. It is only the distance between the backwater and the premises which has
to be considered, and this is not great.

6. The question is—Why should not each and every European firm so arrange as
to have a supply always ready close at hand by having the water led into their yards
by a service of pipes from the backwater to cast-iron or even glazed-earthenware
cylinders sunk down to below the bed-level of the backwater at convenient centres ?
One pipe at each end of a yard supplying and connecting two or more cylinders is all
that is required.
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7. The cylinders may vary from 1 to 2 feet in diameter.
above ground-level, and if covered over with a wooden cov

In case of a fire, the hose of the fire-engine has but to be
nearest at hand and a constant supply of water is available as each and every cylinder
will be connected by pipes to one another and the backwater. This plan would also

have the advantage of permitting other fire-engines as they come up to get into action \
at once, as the other adjacent cylinders can be made use of. The jdea is merely !
sketched by me ; its details will have to be worked out in applying the same. .

8. I do not see the necessity of Government being put to any expense in this
matter. In my humble opinion, each firm in its own interests should provide itself
with the necessary steam or manual fire-engine and make its own arrangements for
working such in connection with its property.

9. As regards the municipality, a more powerful fire-engine than the one at
present in use is, I consider, necessary. I would recommend that at least one of
“ Merryweather and Son’s Railway ™ fire-engines, No. 1, to be worked by 10 to 15
men, capable of pumping 4,000 gallons an hour to a height of 100 feet, be provided.
The total cost of such an engine delivered at Cochin complete with 500 feet of
canvass delivery hose ought not to cost more than Rs. 1,500. The inglish price is

£48 for the engine with fiittings complete, &e. ; for every 100 feet of extra canvass
hose and screws, £5-1-0.

r. They need not be f
er will not be in the way. |
inserted into the cylinder

10. The plan proposed for obtaining a ready supply of water by the
firms might be adopted by the municipality at one or more convenie
connection with the densely-populated native town of Cochin.

European '
nt centres in

No. 263-W.
Copy submitted to the Chief Engineer, Public W
to G.0., No. 1059-W., dated 24th April 1894.

2. The suggestions of the Officiating Executive Engineer appear to be good and
likely to prove effective,

orks Department, with reference

(Signed) J. HANNAN,

2nd July 1894. Superintending Engineer, IV Circle.

No. 552 D.

Transferred to the Judicial Department with reference to paragraph 6 of G.O., l

dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judicial. l
2. So far as he is able to form an opinion in the absence of personal knowledge

of the locality, the undersigned endorses the suggestions of the Officiating Executive l

Engineer, West Coast Division.
J. PENNYCUICK, Colonel, R.E., {
Secretary to Government, P, W,D.

OoracAMUND, (Signed)
104k July 1894.

Orprr——dated 4th August 1894, No. 1888, Judicial. i

The Officiating Executive Engineer has apparently not noticed that, if arr:

dnge-
ments are made for increasing the water-supply, it will hardly be necessary to

purchase more powerful engines or longer hoses and his remarks upon the combined
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barge and engine scheme are based mpon a misapprehension. It was su
the District Magistrate that a ste.am-vessel shquld be procured for 'the dou
of working a fire-engine and towing boats ; this suggestion was rejected
cable by Government and it was not proposed that any towing work should
by the combined barge and engine ip the event of th:_!t alternative schg
adopted. It now remains for the Cochin Mummpql Council to make a selecti
the four schemes which have been mooted and which are as follows : —
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

READ—again the following paper :—
G.0., dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judicial.

AsnstrAcT.—Passing orders on the report on the Cochin fires of the 2nd, 3rd and Tth
February.

Reap—also the following paper :—

From W. V. BAKER, Esq., Officiating Executive Engineer, West Coast Division,

to the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, Coimbatore, dated Cochin,
20th June 1894, No. 375-8.E.

With reference to your endorsement (returned) No. 187-W.C., dated 30th April
1894, on G.O., No. 1059 W., dated 24th idem, calling for a report on the proposals
made in connection with the recent Cochin fires for readily commanding a good supply
of water, &c., 1 have the honour to state that T am of opinion the suggestion of a steam
fire engine combined with a barge need not be seriously considered. For if it was
made with a view to also utilizing the barge to tow cargo-boats out to steamers
anchored off the port, what is to prevent a fire breaking out while the barge is away

on such duty? In fact, then would be the opportunity for an incendiary to carry out
his plans.

2. Even assuming that the barge is to be kept solely to assist in putting out fires,
how could it deal successfully with such should there happen that two fires broke out
simultaneously at the extreme ends of the backwater or some distance apart ?

3. The great drawback felt during the late fires was undoubtedly the want of an
abundant supply of water close af hand to admit of the fire-engines with their limited
length of hose being kept constantly playing on the fire.

4. T happened to be present at the fire which occurred on 7th F ebruary last in
the yard of Messrs, Brunton and Son, and the supply of water at hand was so inade-
quate that recourse had to be had to passing water by means of buckets from hand to
hand, which arrangement proved most unsatisfactory, for by the time a bucket reached

the fire end of the line but little of its contents was available, being spilt in the hurry
and excitement en route.

5. There is an unfailing source available from which the European firms can
obtain their supply of water for extinguishing” fires, namely, the backwater, for their
yards and business premises are so situated as to have the backwater as their northern

frontage. It is only the distance between the backwater and the premises which has
to be considered, and this is not great,

6. The question is—Why ghould not each and every European firm so arrange as
to have a supply always ready close at hand by having the water led into their yards

by a service of pipes from the backwater to east-iron or even glazed-earthenware

cylinders sunk down to below the bed-level of the backwater at convenient centres ?

One pipe at each end of a yard supplying and connecting two or more cylinders is all
that is required.
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7. The cylinders may vary from 1 to 2 feet in diameter. They need not be
above ground-level, and if covered over with a wooden cover will not be in the way.
In case of a fire, the hose of the fire-engine has but to be inserted into the eylinder
nearest at hand and a constant supply of water is available as each and every cylinder
will be connected by pipes to one another and the backwater. This plan would also
have the advantage of permitting other fire-engines as they come up to get into action
at once, as the other ad.JaceI}t cylinders can be made use of. The idea is merely
sketched by me; its details will have to be worked out in applying the same.

8. I do not see the necessity of Government being put to any expense in this

matter. In my humble opinion, each firm in its own interests should provide itself

with the necessary steam or manua] fire-engine and make its own arrangements for

working such in connection with itg property.

-

9. As rega_.rds the municipality, a more powerful fire-engine than the one at
present in use is, I OOIl,Sldel‘,.necessary. I would recommend that at least one of
“ Merryweather and Son’s Railuqy » fire-engines, No. 1, to be worked by 10 to 15
men, capable of pumping 4,000 gallons an hour to a height of 100 feet, be provided.
The total cost of such an engine delivered at Cochin complete with 500 feet of
canvass delivery hose ought not to gost more than Rs, 1,500. The English price is

f;i i.(;rdﬂsl(?re(;lfi.%%—v{i—tg. fiittings complete, &c.; for every 100 feet of extra canvass

10. The plan proposed for obtaining a ready supply of water by the European

firms might be adopted by the municipality at one or more convenient centres in
connection with the densely-populateq native town of Cochin.

———

No. 263-W.

Copy submitted to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, with reference
to G.O., No. 1059-W., dated 24th April 1894,

2. The suggestions of the Officiating Executive Engineer appear to be good and
likely to prove effective,

(Signed) J. HANNAN, .
2nd July 1894, Superintending Engineer, IV Circle.

—_—

No. 552 D.

Transferred to the Judicial Department with reference to paragraph 6 of G.O.,
dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judieial.

2. So far as he is able to form an opinion in the absence of personal knowle@ge
of the locality, the undersigned endorses the suggestions of the Officiating Executive
Engineer, West Coast Division.

: J. PENNYCUICK, Colonel, R.E.
183?3?5?8%4. (Signed) Secretary to’Govemm’ent, P.W.D. .

———p——

Orpre—dated 4th August 1894, No, 1888, Judicial.

The Officiating Executive Engineer has apparet}tly not noticed that, if arrange-
ments are made for increasing the water-supply, it will hardly be necessary to
purchase more powerful engines or longer hoses and his remarks upon the combined
barge and engine scheme are based upon a misapprehension. It was suggested by
the District Magistrate that a steam-vessel Sho}lld be procured for the doublq purpose
of working a fire-engine and towing boats ; this suggestion was rejected as impracti-
cable by Government and it was not proposed that any towing work should be done
by the combined barge and engine in the event of that alternative scheme being
adopted. It now remains for the Cochin Mumclpa_l Council to make a selection among
the four schemes which have been mooted and which are as follows : —
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(1) the Executive Engineer’s system of sunken cylinders connected by pipes
with each other and the backwater ;

(2) the sinking of numerous shallow wells in the neighbourhood of the back-
water and in all the more crowded parts of the town ;

. (8) the construction of a fire-engine affixed to a barge to work along the
ter ;
(4) the purchase of a new and more powerful fire-engine with a 500-foot hose.
The views of the Municipal Council should be intimated to Government at
an early date,
(True Extract, )

J. F. PRICE,
Chicf Secretary.

To the Local and Municipal Department.
»  Public Works Department.
»  District Magistrate, Malabar.
»  Inspector-General of Police.

Exd. A. Raitt,
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: GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
? JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
[P ReAD—again the following paper :—
G.0., dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judicial.
ABSTRA(."r.-Passing orders on the report on the Cochin fires of the 2nd, 3rd and 7th
February.
Jscned ReAD—also the following paper :— ‘
2% 14 . . R
: From W. V. BAKER, Esq., Officiating Executive Engineer, West (loast Division, |
Enel to the Superintending Engineer, 1V Circle, Coimbatore, dateq Cochin,
Recd. 3 20th June 1894, No, 375.8.1.
With reference to your endorsement (returned) No. 187-W.C., dated 30th April !
1894, on G.0., No. 1059 W., dated 24th idem, calling for a report on the proposalg ,1
made in connection with the recent Cochin fires for readily commanding a good supply 3
. of water, &e., 1 have the honour to state that T am of opinion the suggestion of a steam &
: No. 1888. fire engine combined with a barge need not be seriously considered. For if it was
' G0, 4th Angust 1894, made with a view to also utilizing the barge to tow cargo-boats out to steamers

%
{
anchored off the port, what is to prevent a fire breaking out while the barge is away f
on such duty? In fact, then would be the Opportunity for gan incendiary to carry out ‘
his plans.
2. Even assuming that the barge is to be kept solely to assist in putting out fires, r
how could it deal successfully with such should there happen that two fires broke out
simultaneously at the extreme ends of the backwatey Or some distance apart ?

3. The great drawback felt during the late fires Was undoubtedly the want of an
2 abundant supply of water close ot hand to admit of the fire-engines with their limited
AUGUST. length of hose being kept constantly playing on the fire.

4. T happened to be present at the fire which occurred on 7th February last in
the yard of M essrs. Brunton and Son, and the supply of water at hand was 80 isade-
quate that recourse had to be had to passing water by means of buckets from hand to
hand, which arrangement proved most unsatisfactory, for by the time a bucket reached 14

the fire end of the line bhut little of its contents was available, being spilt in the h“"Y
* and excitement en route.

9. There is an unfailing source available from which the European firms can

E obtain their sy ply of water for extinguishing’ fires, namely, the backwater, for their

yards and business Premises are so situated as fo have the backwater as .their northern

i frontage, Itis only the distance between the backwater and the premises which has
, to be considered, and thig ig not great,

6. The question is—Why should not each and every European firm so arrange as

to have a supply always ready close at hand by having the water loq into their yards

1 Pipes from the backwater to cast-iron or even gluzed-earthem-ure

dbsriw eylinders sunk down to below the bed-level of the backwater at convenient centres ?

oc ires.

One pipe at each end of & yard supplying and connecting two or more cylinders is g]]
that is required,

. . . . . {
iting the views of the Municipal Council o
Coﬁl!;ivri ongcertain alternative schemes for effectu=
ally putticg down fire at that town.
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7. The cylinders may vary from 1 to 2 feet in diameter. They need not be
above ground-level, and if covered over with a wooden cover will not be in the way
In case of a fire, the hose of the fire-engine has but to be inserted into the eylinder
nearest at hand and a constant supply of water is available as each and every evlinder
will be connected by pipes to one another and the backwater. This plan would alsy
have the advantage of permitting other fire-engines as they come up to get into action
at once, as the other adjacent cylinders can be made use of. The idea is merely
sketched by me; its details will have to be worked out in applying the same.

8. I do not see the necessity of Government being put to any expense in this
matter. In my humble opinion, each firm in its own interests should provide itself
with the necessary steam or manual fire-engine and make its own arrangements for
working such in connection with its property.

9. As regards the municipality, a more powerful fire-engine than the one at
present in use is, I consider, necessary. I would recommend that at least one of
¢ Merryweather and Son’s Railway " fire-engines, No. 1, to be worked by 10 to 15
men, capable of pumping 4,000 gallons an hour to a height of 100 feet, be provided.
The total cost of such an engine delivered at Cochin complete with 500 feet of
canvass delivery hose ought not to cost more than Rs. 1,500. The English price is
£18 for the engine with fiittings complete, &e.; for every 100 feet of extra canvass
hose and serews, £5-1-0.

10. The plan proposed for obtaining a ready supply of water by the European
firms might be adopted by the municipality at one or more convenient centres in
connection with the densely-populated pative town of Cochin.

—

No. 263-W.
Copy submitted to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, with reference
to G.0O., No. 1059-W., dated 24th April 1894.
2. The suggestions of the Officiating Executive Engineer appear to be good and
likely to prove effective.
(Signed) J. HANNAN,

2nd July 1894. Superintending Engineer, IV Circle.

No. 5562 D.
Transferred to the Judicial Department with reference to paragraph 6 of G.0O.
dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judicial.

2. So far as he is able to form an opinion in the absence of personal kno wledge
of the locality, the undersigned endorses the suggestions of the Officiating Executive
Engineer, West Coast Division,

(Signed)

)

J. PENNYCUICK, Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government, P, W.D.

OoTACAMUND,
107k July 1894.

Orpre-—dated 4th August 1894, No, 1888, Judicial.

The Oﬂiciuting Executive Engineer has appm'ently not noticed that. if arranoe-
ments are made for increasing the water-supply, it will hardly be 1100053:11')TD£0
purchase more powerful engines or longer hoses and his remarks vupon the cwinbiued
barge and engine scheme are based apon a misapprehension. Tt was .\'utméstod by
the District Magistrate that a steam-yessel should be procured for the doulﬁg 'xul' )0 ‘Y
of working a fire-engine and towing boats ; this suggestion was rejected as i“r] n"ltctb'e
cable by Government and it was not proposed that any towing work .*ho‘uld b}o ‘1 1:
by the combined barge and enginein the event of that alternative —sche Mt
a‘rlopﬁtwl. It now remains for the Cochin Municipal Couneil to make
the four schemes which have been mooted and which are as foll

me being
a selection among
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Name of the party by whom
taken,

When taken. 1 & _ bt s
M
R e i B 4t Aveusr 1894, No. 1888, Jubicrar. 3

For what purpose.

NO. Of Gn 0'

' (1) the Executive Engineer's system of sunken cylinders connected by pi
Wwith each other and the backwater ; L Y. Dipos

(2) the sinking of numerous shallow wells in the neighbourhood of the back -
water and in all the more crowded parts of the town ; .

(3) the construction of a fire-engine affixed to g barge.‘ﬁo work along the
ter ; f

(4) the purchase of a new and more powerful fire-engine with a 500-foot hose,
The views of the Municipal Council should be intimated to Government at

an early date,
(True Extract,) \
: : ( /é : -3
Chief Secretary,

To the Local and Municipal Departy(t.
i P1_1b1i_c Works Department.

District Magistra,te, Malahar,
:: Inspector-General of Police,
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Exd. A, Raitt.
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