BoarDp oF ReVENUE (REv. SETT., L. RDS. AND AGRL),

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LAND RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE),

AD—phe following letter from G. STOKES, Esq., Collector of Salem, to the
retarvy to the Commwissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and
riculfure, dated N4makkal, 7th June 1894, Ref. on No. 1083-B. & G.:—

I have the honour to submit herewith the programme of famine relief works for
1894-95, prepared in the forms 1;)1'<}.-"1‘ihud in Board’s Proceedings, dated 7th June
1892, No. 411, as modified in Board’s >roceedings, dated 16th July 1892, No. 502.

2. Provision is made in the programme a5 follows : —
RS.
1. Irrigation works ... . 3,20,155
| orest-fencing works 31,631
3. Road works, () breaking and stacking metal and storing
gravel along the sides of the existing roads ... W 28,08,020
Road works, (b) new roads i 50
5. Miscellaneous works (improvements of water-supply, village-
site, &e. ... s i 17,301
6. Works to be carried out by the aid of State loans ! 65,000

Total approximate estimated cost ... 34,17,
3. The works are calculated to afford employment for a period of 3 months
455,714 persons, or 23 per cent. of the total p()pl.lhlti()n of the district ac ording
the census of 1891. The proportion of the population for whom provision is made in

4

each taluk for 8 months is more than 20 per cent.

I would observe that the amount of road work shown is for breaking and stack-
ing material on the road side only. It 18, however, a most completely wasteful and
foolish policy to collect road material and not at the same time to spread it and
thoroughly finish the road. If this course is laid down and carried out the amount of
work available on the roads may be increased by 75 per cent.

4. Tt is necessary to have estimates ready to provide ’l“b‘“" for 5 per cent.
(98,100) for 3 months. This amounts, at rate of Rs. 7% for 3 months per cooly,
to Rs. 7,35,760. Estimates are only ready for Rs. 4,56,069, leaving a deficiency in
whole district of Rs, 2.79,681, of which the following are the talukwar details :—
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The special record of the state of tanks inspected by the Tahsildars referred to in
this office letter, dated 30th April 1893, No. 1221, has been maintained by the Tahsil-
dars, so that they may be in a position to have estimates prepared on short notice.

5. The irrigation works entered in the statement received from the Fxecutive
Engineer and the roaq works entered in the Local Fund Engineer’s statement are
classed under  professional agency» works in the statement A herewith submitted.

In this programme, the Tahsilday of Atur has made provision for only 19 minor

irrigation works out of 48 works entered in form B. His attention has been-called to
the fact that all the works should haye been fully provided for.

6. Notwithstanding the order jssued in this office order, dated 22nd ultimo,
Ref. on No. 790-Eng., the Tahsildars of N4makkal, Hostr, Tiruppattir and Uttangarai
have failed to supply information regarding the improvement of water-supply and
village-site. : : :

7. In the original statement B for 1894-95 received from the Executive Engi-
neer for irrigation works under Public Works Department, tank restoration works and

irrigation projects which are not in 3 forward state of preparation were not shown, -

and information in regard to the same was called for. The revised statement B
was received only on the 27th ultimo, This has been the cause of the delay in the
submission of the programme,
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REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

1894, |
gy of Bebenue

(Revenue Settlement, Land Records
and Agriculture),

MADRAS.
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Printed July 19¢h.

Proceedings, 2nd July 1894, No. 265,
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