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17tr May 1894, No. 1219 W., Purric Works.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPART

Buildings and Roads,
Civil Works.

Rean—the following paper :=—
G.0., dated 2nd May 1894, No. 1040, Judicial,

Read—the following papers i—
indorsement of the Surgeon-General, Madras, dated 28rd Decamber 1893,
No. 679.
Ansrract.— Forwarding, with remark, the Official Visitors’ report on the Madras Lunatio

Asylum for December 15893,

——

From the same officer, dated 8th November 1893, No. 674.

ARSTR o, — Submittiog letter Hrom the Hu]m-riutc»m‘lrut, Lunatic Asylam; Maidras, pointiug
out ‘certain defects ingdle constinction ol the special wards for Europeans.

'l

ExCLOSURE.

From Surgeon-Major W. G. KING, s.p.. Superintendent, Government Lunatie Asylum, to
the Secrstary to Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras, dated Madras, 19(h

August 1883, No, 469.

I have the honour to state that the special wards for Europeans in this asylum present
certain defeots in their construciion which 1 consider it most desirable should be remedied as
early as possible” The roofs 6f the bath rooms are very low, and thek&:‘r‘mt\d benms offer facili-
ties for the committing of suicide by the use of articles of elothing or bedd
olosed from view and access by meaus of & teakwood ceiling.  Whilst the front of these rooms in

each case is guarded by strong burred iron doors, the bath rooms at their rear hate ordinary

wooden venetinn doors, 1 Jately confined a patient in one of these rooms, sud five m
not elapsed before he amashed the wooden door and attem od to make good his ceoape.
neotwsary to place iron doors in front, equally is it #p to pince them in the rear. Certain
Viath yooms hove inner doors, by closing which the patient can prevent his bring inspectod
the front. These shonld be removed. Both wooden snd iron doors should bewrranged for
-~ bath rooms at their exits, and in the former an inspection inlet to be mauipulated from the ¢
 shtould be inserted. A
. 9, Thesingle cells for native males and fomalos respectively (the so-cnlled rooms number
' 18), which sre of the same type, are, in my-opinion, absolutely unsuitable in their present
for the confinement of human beings,  The initial eubi¢ B:t_oe per head is about 494 feet. ,
patients in high state of excitement are corfined here ; the result is that whet, with the.small
i method of ventilation {ace dingraw) and the smell of putiont’s exeretions
hich are ;{“ sy, the places being prov ically single room, insanitar m:i:timm
vasult which are alike prejudicial to physician an ent. Un my exhibiting the buildings to
_the Awistant Engineer, he suggested « roandy and cheap method of improving thew, namely, by
~ opening doors to the front as per dingram No. 2. 1 suggest thut early activn be taken acoordingly.

o

* From the same officer, dated 5th April 1894, No. 295. : iSiten

Ansrieair—Forwarding grounds plan and also n lotter from the Superintendent, Madras

! Lonatic Asylum, #ffording certuin additional information.
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