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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENL.

Reap—the following paper :—

From H. BRADLEY, Esq., Acting District Magistrate of Malabar, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Camp, Cochin, 28th February 1894,
No. 180-M.—Gl.

T have the honour to forward, for the information of Government, a copy of the
Cochin Deputy Collector’s report on the recent fires in «that town. I have supple-
mented the Deputy Collector’s investigation by a personal inquiry held in Messrs.
Volkart Brothers’, Brunton and Son’s and Peirce, Leslie and Co.'s premises, during
which I examined all the witnesses whom the merchants were able to bring before me.

9. The European mercantile community of Cochin is divided in ‘op_ihi.on":és*to the
cause of the fires. Most of these gentlemen attribute the fires to incendiarism, but the -

minority consider them to have been accidental. There is not the slightest evidence
B either way, but there was and is now a great deal of heat and excitement in relation

4 to the cause of the fires. One gentleman stated before me: 1 think the fires were
caused by incendiaries—I cannot conceive with what object, but at the same time
certainly it was incendiarism.” Similar statements have been made frequently by
other gentlemen in my hearing since I came to Cochin. : '

; 3. Even those who accept the incendiary theory do not always pretend to be
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-~ % able to point out the object of the incendiaries. Some assert that it was loot, others

8  cun give no opinion. It is certainly very strange that two fires should have broken
‘@ outin Messrs. Volkart Brothers’ yard and one in Messrs. Brunton and Son’s in 5 days

g thatched houses
ave been‘ a mere

. immediately after the order issued by the municipal council regardin
 __vide paragraph 11 of the Deputy Collector’s letter—but it may
coincidence. Still the theory of incendiarism seems more probable. ok

4. The suggestion that the objectof the incendiaries, if the fire was not accidental,
was loot, is, 1 think, untenable. The looting of coir-yarn cannot be a very profitable
proceeding, and although a considerable quantity of cocoanut oil appears to have been
stolen during the fire at Messrs. Volkart Brothers, there ,W;a&gbaql,;x;_tlelymgt’}mg‘ s
coir in Messrs. Brunton and Son’s yard. ‘Messrs. Volkart Brothers’ agent estimates the
loss in cocoanut oil at Rs. 26,000, of which he thinks Rs. 25,000 worth was stolen
when the casks were rolled into the ‘backwater, but if loot had been the object of the
fire of the 7th February, it would not have been Messrs. Brunton and Son’s yard that
was fired. | P
5. The supporters of the accident theory point to the fact that the fires took place
in two yards in which there were. chimneys connected with machinery at work and
that these are the only two yards where there are such chimn (¢]
it is stated that these chimneys have ‘been in use for many ye
been no fire attributable to them. Nevertheless the fact remains the
of Cochin had large quantities of loose coir j_.‘ﬁbr'e“swredrm ahe&saﬁ&
their yards and it seems to me 2 perfect marvel that they have not been
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times without number. Tt is, no doubt, a fact that coir-fibre is not very inflammable
except in a breeze ; it merely smoulders, Buta spark is enough to set it smouldering
and a breath of air fans it into a flame, and once 1n flame probably nething burns
quicker. At Cochin like the rest of this coast there are strong winds daily.

6. The first fire at Messrs. Volkart Brothers may have been accidental, but the
gecond is very suspicious indeed. It broke out, when the land breeze was blowing, at
the very east of their yard in a shed confaining colr-yarn. Sqme of the salvage from
the first fire may have been put into the shed in front of that in which the second fire
broke out, but none was put into the further shed. 8till, as I found that a heap of
unburnt coir about 4 feet 6 inches in height remained near the spot where it broke out
after the fire was quenched, it seems probuble that the fire commenced at a considerable
height from the ground and may have been causefl, as sugge‘stcd by the Deputy
(lollector, by a burning spark blown througl} a crevice in the tll.es. Pho tilag sere
Mangalore tiles of the old pattern under which the wind on this coast occasionally
drives rain with guch foree that roofs of houses leak.

7. The most suspicious circumstance in the whole series of fires is the breaking
out of the fire at Messrs. Brunton and Son’s yard. It began when the most of the
employés bad left for their midday meal. The spot at which it began was the
eastern end of the bale shed, and if the direction taken by the fire is any criterion of
the direction of the wind, it could not have been caused by a spark from their chimney.
1 imagine that it must have been caused by an incendiary. It was suggested to me
that this fire was lighted in the hope that it would communicate itself to Messrs.
Aspinwall and Co.’s or Megsrs. Peirce, Leslie and Co.’s yards where there was likely
to be a good deal of loot; but this idea is untenable as, although Messrs. Aspinwall and
Co.s yard is difficult of access, that of Messrs. Peirce, Leslie and Co. is very easy, and
it there had been any notion of looting, the last firm’s yard would have been set on fire.

1t happened at the time to be full of loose coir-fibre and nothing could have been
casier than to drop a lighted match into it.

8. The fire in the southern portion of Messrs. Brunton and Son’s yard was, 1
think, almost certainly caused by burning materials blown there from the fire in the
main yard. Messrs. Peirce, Leslie and Co.’s Assistants say that this was absolutely
impossible as the wind was blowing from the south and the sparks must have travelled
against it. But the direction of the fire in the main yard, which burnt along the
north and west sides of the yard, seems to me to show that the wind could not have
been blowing continuously from the south. And these gentlemen also state that they
were employed in moving loose fibre from the neighbourhood of the walls of the works
of their firm both in Messrs. Brunton and Son’s southern yard and in their own, which
is on the south and west of the last-mentioned yard. The fire in Messrs. Brunton and
Son’s southern yard broke out almost under the eyes of Messrs. Peirce, Leslie and Co.’s
two Assistants, and I do not think that any native incendiary would dare to set fire to
coir-fibre in an open shed with two European gentlemen looking on.

9. On the whole, I fear that it must be considered that the fires were caused by
incendiaries. It is not easy to determine what their object could have been.

10. For the future, I think that the storing of coir-fibre, as distinguished from
coir-yarn, in Cochin should be absolutely prohibited. The merchants have already
taken the precaution of removing all they had. But I doubt whether this could be
done under section 188 of the District Municipalities Act, and I would therefore
recommend the addition of the word ¢ inflammable” after *‘explosive ” in sub-section
(i) and of ¢ fibre” before % or coal?” in sub-section (iii) when the Act is being
amended.

11. The municipal council appears to have shown a certain amount of misplaced
tenderness for the poorer inhabitants in carrying out section 179 of the Act since the
big fire of 1889 arid the notice issued by them requiring the owners of thatched
houses to pull down the roofs within ten days appears to be illegal. In future I think
section 179 should be gradually brought into operation and no one allowed to re-thatch
a building in future.

T
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12. I do not recommend the offer of a reward suggested in paragraph 12 of the
Deputy Collector’s letter. If any reward is to be offered it should, I think, be done
by the merchants themselves or the insurance companies. I do not think the sinking
of a few wells would meet the difficulty alluded to in paragraph 17 of the Deputy
Collector’s letter. What is really wanted is sufficient hose to enable the fire-engines
to work at distances of 100 or 150 yards from the backwater. No doubt a steam fire-
engine on the backwater would be of the greatest service and if it could be combined
with a steam vessel capable of making the journey to the Laccadives it would be of
great advantage to the administration of the islands. It might also be used as a tug
and earn fees from time to time in towing boats against the sea breeze to steamers.
Only a day or two ago the Rewa had to leave a good deal of cargo behind as the boats
were unable to reach the vessel against the sea-breeze.

LA
ENCLOSURE.

From B. M. D’CRUZ, Esq., Deputy Collector and Magistrate, to the Collector of Malabar, dated
Cochin, 17th February 1894. 4

In contiunation of the telegrams andl etters
noted in the margin, I have the honour to sub-
mit !:he following report on the result of my
enquiry in connection with the recent fires that
broke out in the business yards of Messrs. Vol-
kart Brothers and Brunton and Son, Cochin.

- 2. The first fire which ooourred at Messrs. Volkart Brothers took placeion Friday, the 2nd
instant, at about half-past 10 a.m. It originated in a heap of fibre which lay in a portion of a tiled
shed situated on the margin of the backwater and used chiefly for storing casks. ~ From this heap of
fibre the fire spread rapidly along the cask-shed, communicating itself to the loose fibre lying in
the open yard in front of it and its western end. The next place affected was the coir-shed, from
which the fire spread quickly towards the bungalow occupied by the agent, Mr. Schwarz, the
matting factory and the screw house, all of which lay adjacent to each other. Messrs. Volkart
Brothers’ pumps which were in the premises commenced at once to play on the flames followed by
the municipal fire-engine. ~Two more fire-engines were expeditiously brought on the scene by the
Cochin Si.rgnr police. Although all these worked vigorously the flames could not be got under
before 2 .M. owing to the inflammable nature of the materials stored within the premises.

3. No time was lost by me in making enquiries and recording statements from all who were

Telegram, dated 2nd February 1894.
. Lotter, dated 4th February 1894.

” ”» Gth ”» ”
Telogram, dated 7th February 1894

" in the immediate vicinity of the spot where the fire first broke out and who were likely to afford

information as to its origin. T examined Mr. Schwarz, the agent of the firm, Mr. Cherian, the
yard clerk, Mr. Jackson, the store-keeper, Lucian, coir-matting maistry, Farridkhan and Mammad,
yard peons, and Annamah and Anno, two female coolies who were sorting fibre within a couple
of yards of the spot where the fire was first seen, All of them declare their utter inability to
acoount for the cause of the fire. e T e s S

4. As the fire broke out at a point adjoining the wooden palings facing the river, I took the
precaution of ascertaining whether any boats were at the time moored ongside. It appears
from the statement of Liucian, the coir-matting maistry, that at the time the conflagration began
he observed a boat loaded with cocoanub shells and tw . covered baggage-boats moored in the
river just outside the wooden fence. There seems 1o reason to doubt this statement although
uncorroborated by others, as according to peon Mammad’s evidence three hoats loaded with yarn
arrived that morning and were unloaded by 8 o’clock and two of them had not left when he
shut the river-gate and went to the yard to attend to ther business. Very probably these two
boats had lingered behind for the purpose of cooking, as all baggage boats are furnished with
fire-places, and these boats had arrived from a great distance. Xvery effort has been made to
find out from persous unconnected with the b&ﬁ%‘ﬁhﬁ*ﬁhﬁr they saw any cooking going on on
board but no one is able o throw li sht on the subgwb ~ As for the boatmen ‘themselves they are
quite certain to deny having kindled a fire even i * they can be got at. If cooking had actually
tukon place it is not improbable that a spark or a cinder reached the fibre from the oven through
the gaps in the palings and set it on fire. Mr. Jackson 's statement that he has often seen boat-
men cooking in their boats at the firm’s jetties and that he used to cut the ropes and send them
adrift for fear of fire lends support to this theory. : , x st

0. Although the fire was brol.»ght upgier‘_ by 2 p.M;, a8 stated abwe,a.ﬁdtneﬁre.@ gines
were kept working the whole night in addition tofetoh - water from the river in buckers and
throwing it on the flames, bales of yarn kept burning throughout the night and the following
morning. ‘ Flaliran e : By R e A e

8. At about 8 a.m, while efforts were being: continued to completely stifle the flames, an_

alarm was raised of a fresh fire having broken out in the easternmost shed, that is, in the direction
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opposite to where the first fire :

v.(zimlca and gunnies. After (i:;:ri);tilril SItIL(mlderin S
side of it and in spite of the efforts ma% ese the
easternmost corner of the office. %30 dheok

SR ¢
gé amegnz ;1:‘;31 v;vas stored with coir-yarn, nux
s i o the sheds situated on (;ith ‘
gress they stopped short only at tl(xa(l;

7. The only buildi '
o A 3; g siéglzgg iivedmout of these two fires are th iohi
and the coir-matting shed a d?'o fice, the strong room, a yar ehwelghmg'Shed and bleachi
Mr. Schwarz, the agent— thatJ(‘):l;;)ng the Kalvetti road. 317 ,,I,ll'lﬂted next to it, the screw r:;’)g-
appears Keistt M. Jdikosns statemgnc;nt%u}; :}tl this second fire iss V;‘(;'miltay-tto use the words g;
at there were crevices bet sterious,” although it
small cinders from the first day’ O missiong;;‘ll
deposited on the bales of y . Mo firo being carried b was ‘every possibili  of
T Foh tiat ki i se{; :;(nl \fvivhmh were piled up to th{a tti}l‘:s br&wﬁz? through thoi’epcr:é?égstinodf
S5t ‘e e Bt re was first observed it was the upp:;s I:(})let",’"y is strengthened by
rtion of the pile of
yarn

alam? .beﬁlsr u:snzﬁ?lzlz,dhowever’ Yas given to the the

broken out at Messrs. B(I)'ﬁn‘lt&:x? -Wedg esday, the 7th instant, t 1.3

Volkart Brothers by the ext, and Son's premises, which ;n'e st

Sl i e colbar e deﬁ‘;“ﬁl yard of Messrs. Aspinwall Sepgmted from those of Messr

prompt assistance rendered by the foczi)f%&irgn;?rle@heg It Spl:‘gad ggbidly d d "
- 1es and the h ,, and despite the

engines which were ma :
nned by the police of that Stats e woearty co-operation of the Sirkar

characterized their effort .
s at the fixst fire at Messrs, Volkart Br:)]tfﬁ(eir:ng; thi same energy that
» the whole shed situated

by the river sid :

bz it weiie Soz,nfefgglt(l)oﬁdoif %he shed on the western side. th

under control, another she}()i 'be]n ames. = Whilo great exertions o pross house and an upstai

which was stored with fibre wonglng to the same firm on the solr})lre being made to get thI:a fi i

i i alebetimbbrtinse Shat t?s' observed to be on fire. This w ern side of the Kalve tti rorfg

Shoriraiisne of Sbisass, Peirde Lmll' fire should be got under at allaﬁ & critical juncture. It wa.
» Lueslie and Co. which were also full of s?fnaiﬁ(i:’iz% this sli)xed ndjoines

ammable materials.

The absence of a su

p pply of water at this point ;

before it could spread to the other sh;ld]: ilglottrlllgslllrfgi:ised t? o difficulty of quenching this f
on of t ing this fire

e e Ly

ps: rated on the burni ? lames were
Throughout the whole ni ng mags of buildin

oy AT e ((), nel;rn ht t;f fli)re continued burningg;‘sa.l(l):i1 t}?;?l I};Otr}thern side of the road.

y daybreak that further danger was g(') bvi:zier()ium]r?hwere worked the

: e portions that

escaped the fire in the main or
e e S l:mrthern yard are the gate-shed
op- » & long shed on the g
eastern side

9. There seems t i i
s to be an impression that the fire that broke out suddenly and
Y and unaccountabl
to was the result of a delibeiat)(;

yet, considering its proximi
g 11§ proximity to the fire and that sparks and cinders :’ve::as awag from this shed,
seen flying about in all

directions, it was, I think, j i

: : 3 Just possible that th ¢

is not easy to bel : at the one fire origi

s e); ighin fgst}'il;aérewl;zn cl’lundreds of persons wet;:’;ﬂ:tglil tfr:}r:; th{a other. Moreover, it

arism as it were under their ;rer_yye;;z would have been so daring as to cognifii a?ﬁﬁ?f;f 9xerti(11,'g
: incendi-

10. With regard to the origi :
aspect, closely f i origin of the main fire, however
Pl'gviously. ‘?['n %lég:;gg; 38 ‘é;?tglfﬁ_the double fire which took tﬁiﬁﬁ"{; vlv]iars,a very suspicious
o s Sl s bt for itk 18 fire also I have examined several olkart’s only four days
gront btk of sherioulics 4 :h e cause of the fire, which, strangely en Wltlﬁesses, but none of
s bt v opeli: N? hea:d clerk in temporary charge g’f t}?ugl s began when the
oo s r. Wilkieson, the Superintendent, who w y }l)]aee were away to
Brchimidis ikt s bge Iima-s with, I believe, no better resul’ts Thas there on the day this
e S5 0&;156(1 by the sparks from the chimne e att e)h eory that both the
found innocuous by the experiea:cero? tenable as the sparks eman g{ing a}’r ed to the machinery
Pl st i o bokyears. Taking all the circumstanc om them have been
abtsthbible b Tkia ko T oroke out at_l\_dessrs. Brunton and 8o e into consideration it
perpatohbuiie of Bhd i rega’.rd b 18 not surprising that no clue has b: : f'ard’ at any rate, is
wrorking 15 Sk uielien Bty 3n.g had to the numerous facilities that :n ound to the actual
matohstiok; which & misoréant cool oing this nefarious act without fear ofn (;1 nsuspected labourer
Aot el i el b Lt ﬁvb can easily secrete about his person, i otection, A single
it s (nack 0 Hodtais T i 8 fibre ablaze all in & moment. 'lx)he Hae (;5 all that is required to
Shodibls thits” ot wanld cgver the offender as he leaves no e]?le gno? done unobserved
dictontion “hin ight Kok himaref to fire the buildings in broad da et Eh’“@' 1t is hardl):
clear to my mind that the mischie? :;: safer ogzportunity for working Ji:w'h]? Imminent risk of
with the yard and from inside, #iong 37906 of mors pereons h*WiH;: lfgsizlu' i Lot
88 connected
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o for this diabolical act has next to be considered.
the thatched huts at Kalvetti has been a burning question
889 : and the recent petty fires among some of those huts
on to the municipal eouncil praying that the owners
of the huts be compelled to unthateh them. At the meeting of the council on the 31st ultimo
it was accordingly resolved to issue a notice to them to the effect that they would be prosecuted
unless they removed in 10 days the thatch the 'lgad put on without the council’s permission.
‘Within two days after the passing of this resolution at the instance of the European firms we
ng and a third four days after, all in

have a big fire on the 2nd instant, another the next morni
their business premises and anaccounted for. The inference that the Buropean firms incurred the

ill-will of some at least of the hut-owners (who are mostly Moplahs) whose dwellings were about

to be dismantled is not an unreasonable one, an he suspicion that one or more of

d hence arises t
them might have resorted to the desperate expedient of weakening the case against them by
¢ the Buropean firms which have pucka

11. The question of motiv
The scheme of doing away wit
at Cochin ever since the great fire of 1
induced the European firms to present a petiti

buildings with tiled

demonstrating that the premises 0 g 1
roofs are not less dangerous to public safety than their own huts which have been made the

subject of so much complaint. :
12. Assuming the fire-at Messrs. Brunton and Son’s to have been the result of foul play, the
offorts on the parts of the police, the magistracy and the firms cannot do much towards prevent-
ing a recurrence of such crimes which can be perpetx:ated so easily and with such little risk of
detection. I would therefore suggest that a substantial reward of a thousand rupees be offered
to those giving information leading to the conviction of the party or parties implicated in the
caid fire. Even if the offer of cach a reward does not lead to an immediate detection, T submit
it will not fail to serve the very useful purpose of acting as a deterrent to evil-doers, who will be
approhensive of being betrayed by one of their accomplices who might be dazzled by the prospect
of a handsome reward. : : St e ;s ;

13. Tn order to minimize the risk of accidental fires and to diminish the facilities for incen-
diary ones I propose suggesting to the municipal council that the. warehousing in the heart of
the town of loose fibre, which 18 hifgllly'inﬁﬁp}mablp, be prevented or af least controlled under
the anthority vested in them by the Municipal Aet e s

14 The losses incurred in the fires are estimated as under,
nearly all covered by insurance:= L ‘

(1) VOlka'rt B!’Othel‘ﬂ .o o . ; LB

(2) Brunt;on an.d. Son . . B, i % E . .
s 15.‘,,”Every. asaigj;‘anqa‘véas':eadily; rend‘érédb??ll olasaem-oﬁieials and non-officials, in putting
" down the fire, among whom 1 may mention M. J. W. Boys, local Agent of the Bank of Madras,
who was the most active and energetic in aiding to arrest the progress of the flames and who has
who wae the 106t Ko by sl aa the captain of our impromph fre brigulos Mr. 5, Tacts
Chairman of the Muvicipal ‘Council, who was indefatigable in persoually superintending the
operations of the municipal staff throughout the fire ; Messrs. W, N. and E. Black, who directed
 the working of some of the pumps day and night; and Mr. G. “H. Ganther, Superintendent of the
Cochin Sirkar Police, who rendered valuable assistance b 'prqmgtly bringing the Sirkar pumps
and a staff of 30 men ‘and two inspectors, who worked with a wi fotheend. = :
©16. The fires have been unattended with loss f life. RS R R
" 17. Tt would be a serious omission on my part were I to fail to bring to your notice one
ihﬂhﬂg&n@~mp¢?@ﬂ¢! to work we were greatly

and I understand that they are

. Between 3 and 3} lakhs.
A AR

_of my sad. experiences at the fire. With pumps at han dy t«
handicapped in our operations, except on the river side, for want of water. To remedy this
future co genoies I wonld strongly advocate the sink-

- grave disadvantage in conuection witl ntin _
Ther of a dozen wells at convenient céntres. ‘These wells at a place like Cochin, where the water
level is easily reached, will not cost more than Bs. SUesoh. L o A N

18, The statemeuts recorded by me are herewith aubmibbed\a’s»per-scdompanying ke e

VB S e —

Oupsn—dated 9th April 1894, No. e Crlegae s T

Tho somsespondenco zead abore rlates o tho fires which osourred at Cochin o

tho 9ud. 3rd and 7th February. The origin of tho. fires is dispufed but the Govern-
ont inclines o the viey that they.wero. scoldontal. and ageoes Wil the District

Magistrate in thinking it inexpedient to offer ioformation.

%5, Tt appears to His Excelloncy in i |
 disasters of this character while cocoanut b} ] n be stored in great
al limits and while the couneil 'mﬂu@ﬂ»b;tog_shpw mh

~ quantities within municip

apathy in regard fo the su stitution of tiled for thatched roofs. =
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3. The storage of cocoanut fibre and oil can, it seems to Government, be
restricted by applying the provisions of section 188 of the Madras District Mu,nici-
palities Act, 1884, for these articles are certainly ““ combustible materials ” within the
meaning of the section. But, as the District Magistrate seems to feel some doubts on
the subject, the Government will suggest to the Select Committee to which the Bill to
amend Act IV of 1884 has been referred the advisability of inserting the word * fibre ”
between the words ¢ straw ”’ and * or coal ” in clause (ii1) of section 188.

4, With regard to the substitution of tiles for thatch, it is obser i '
diately after the great fire of 1889, the municipal eouncil,issued a noYc?éle t;)]ﬁ)tl,lill)ni]trinxf
the reconstruction with thatched roofs of buildings which had been destroyed b thge
fire unless the written permission of the council had been obtained. But. in s i);:e of
this notice and of the monetary assistance offered by Government to enable flouse-
owners to comply with its terms, the reconstruction of buildings with thatched roofs
has been permitted and no active steps to punish persons guilty of disobedience to th
notice of the 22nd January 1889 seem to have been taken until the 31st January 1 i
when they were threatened with prosecution. It is true that a similar threaty as
made in October 1890 but it appears never to have been acted upon and the Gov:’ ?18
ment is not aware whether any prosecutions have been instituted even yet f{
Excellency in Council does not deny that the enforcement of the order re l{ir'. . hls
substitution of tiles for thatch was attended by difficulties but he considersqit B
tionable that the defiance of the council’s orders is the result of a want of resolutl'1 nques(i
energy on its part. The matter must now be taken in hand seriously. The e 19[; w5
of thateched buildings in the crowded portions of Cochin is a great d.an"er XIis ence
lead at any time to a catastrophe similar to that which occurred in 18890 i

5. It is even more important, however, that the unrestricted s :
articles within the limits of the municipality should be put a stégrtaoge oitc(i);nbustll)lg
that the merchants have already removed their stocks and, if stora, e wi tf'porti
municipality can be absolutely prohibited without unduly hami)ering tr%de tlh in '1(;
be no reason to anticipate a recurrence of these disastrous and periodical con’ﬂa;r:?cizvlis

6. It has further been suggested that a hose of 100 or 150 i

be obtained with the object of enabling the engines to work at t{lzrtd?iilsntalsgg tlfl Sho:;lllld
back-water, that a dozen wells should be sunk in various parts of the town gom ’che
purpose of supplying water or that a steam fire-engine should be obtained to W°1:k e
the back-water. It will be considered in the Public Works Department h(‘nh 01;
these schemes is likely to prove most effective and least ekpensive Th:V flc tho
proposal that a steam fire-engine should be combined with a steam-vessel does nu: fer
gseveral reasons, commend itself to Government, but the cost of an engine 0b,' 05
with a barge would probably not be excessive. e

7. Tt remains to request the District Magistrate to convey to Messrs. B L

. ke
W. N. Black, E. Black and Gunther the thanks of Government f oys, Locke,
afforded by them. : ut for the assistance

(True Extract.) -

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the District Magistrate, Malabar.
,, Local and Municipal Department.
,,  Public Works Department.
Legislative Department.

»
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times without number. It is, no doubt, a fact that coir-fibre is not very inflammable
except in a breeze ; it merely smoulders, But a spark is enough to set it smouldering
and a breath of air fans it into a flame, and once in flame probably nothing burns
quicker. At Cochin like the rest of this coast there are strong winds daily.

6. The first fire at Messrs. Volkart Brothers may have been accidental, but the
second is very suspicious indeed. It broke out, when the land breeze was blowing, at
the very east of their yard in a shed containing coir-yarn. Some of the salvage from
the first fire may have been put into the shed in front of that in which the second fire
broke out, but none was put into the further shed. Still, as I found that a heap of
unburnt coir about 4 feet 6 inches in height remained near the spot where it broke out
after the fire was quenched, it seems probable that the fire commenced at g considerable
height from the ground and may have been caused, as suggested by the Deputy
Collector, by a burning spark blown through a crevice in the tiles, The tiles were
Mangalore tiles of the old pattern under which the wind on this coast occasionally
drives rain with sueh force that roofs of houses leak.

7. The most suspicious cirecumstance in the whole series of fires is the breaking
out of the fire at Messrs. Brunton and Son’s yard. It began when the most of the
employés had left for their midday meal. The spot at which it began was the
eastern end of the bale shed, and if the direction taken by the fire is any criterion of
the direction of the wind, it could not have been caused by a spark from their chimney,
I imagine that it must have been caused by an incendiary. It was suggested to me
that this fire was lighted in the hope that it would communicate itself to Messrs.
Aspinwall and Co.’s or Messrs. Peirce, Leslie and Co.’s yards where there was likely
to be a good deal of loot ; but this idea is untenable as, although Messrs, Aspinwall and
Co.’s yard is difficult of access, that of Messrs. Peirce, Leslie and Co. is very easy, and
if there had been any notion of looting, the last firm’s yard would have been get on fire,
It happened at the time to be full of loose coir-fibre and nothing could have been
easier than to drop a lighted match into it.

8. The fire in the southern portion of Messrs. Brunton and Son’s yard was, I
think, almost certainly caused by burning materials blown there from the fire in t’he
main yard. Messrs. Peirce, Leslie and Co.’s Assistants say that this was absolutely
impossible as the wind was blowing from the south and the sparks must have travelled
against it. But the direction of the fire in the main yard, which burnt along the
north and west sides of the yard, seems to me to show that the wind could not have
been blowing continuously from the south. And these gentlemen also state that they
were employed in moving loose fibre from the neighbourhood of the walls of the works
of their firm both in Messrs. Brunton and Son’s southern yard and in thejr own, which
is on the south and west of the last-mentioned yard. The fire in Messrs, Brunton and
Son’s southern yard broke out almost under the eyes of Messrs. Peirce, Leslie and Co.’s
two Assistants, and I do not think that apy native incendiary would dare to set fire to
coir-fibre in an open shed with two European gentlemen looking on.

9. On the whole, I fear that it must be considered that the fires were caused by
incendiaries. It is not easy to determine what their object could have been.

10. For the future, I think that the storing of coir-fibre, as distinguished from
coir-yarn, in Cochin should be absolutely prohibited. The merchants have already
taken the precaution of removing all they had. But I doubt whether this could b
done under section 188 of the District Municipalities Act, and T would therefore
recommend the addition of the word “ inflammable ” after *“explosive ” in sub-section
(i) and of *fibre” before “or coal” in sub-section (iii) when the Act is being

amended.

11. The municipal council appears to have shown a certain amount of misplaced
tenderness for the poorer inhabitants in carrying out section 179 of the Act since the
big fire of 1889 and the notice issued by them requiring the owners of thatched
houses to pull down the roofs within ten days appears to be illegal. In future T think
section 179 should be gradually brought into operation and no one allowed to re-thatch

a building in future.
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12. 1 do not recommend the offer of a reward suggested in paragraph 12 of the
Deputy Collector’s letter, If any reward is to be offered it should, I think, be done
by the merchants themselves or the insurance companies. I do not think the sinking
of a few wells would meet the difficulty alluded to in paragraph 17 of the Deputy
Collector’s letter. What is really wanted is sufficient hose to enable the fire-engines
to work at distances of 100 or 150 yards from the backwater. No doubt a steam fire-
engine on the backwater would be of the greatest service and if it conld be eombined
with a steam vessel capable of making the journey to the Laccadives it would be of
great advantage to the administration of the islands. Tt might also be used as a tug
and earn fees from time to time in towing boats against the sea breeze to steamers,
Only a day or two ago the Rewa had to leave a good deal of cargo behind as the boats
were unable to reach the vessel against the sea-breeze,

Rt

ENcrosure.

From B. M. D’CRUZ, Esq., Deputy Collector and Magistrate, to the Collectdg of Malabar, dated
Cochin, 17th February 1894.

In contiunation of the telograms andl etters
noted in the margin, I have the honour to sub-
mit the following report on the result of my
enquiry in connection with the recent fires that
broke out in the business yards of Messrs, Vol
» kart Brothers and Brunton and Son, Cochin,

2. The first fire which occurred at Messrs. Volkart Brothers took placejon Friday, the 2nd
instant, at about half-past 10 a.m. It originated in a heap of fibre which lay in a portion of a tiled
shed situated on the margin of the backwater and used chiefly for storing casks. Krom,this heap of
fibre the fire spread rapidly along the cask-shed, communicating itself to the loose fibre lying in

Telegram, dated 2nd Febrnary 1894.
Lstter, dated 4th February 1894,

EE t3 ) 6th ” »
Telegram, dated 7th February 1894.

the open yard in front of it and its western end. The next place affected was the coir-shed, from

which the fire spread quickly towards the bungalow cceupied by the agent, Mr. Schwarz, the
matting factory and the screw house, all of which lay adjacent to each other. Messrs. Volkart
Brothers' pumps which were in the premises eqmmenoed at once to play on the flames followed by
the municipal fire-engine. ~Two more fire-engines were expeditiously grought on the scene by the
Cochin Sirkar police. Although all these worked vigorously the flames could not be got under
before 2 .M. owing to the inflammable nature of the materials stored within the premises.

3. No time was lost by me in making enquiries and recording statements from all who were
in the immediate vicinity of the spot where the fire first broke out and who were likely to afford
information as to its origin. I examined Mr. Schwarz, the agent of the firm, Mr. Cherian, the
yard clerk, Mr. Jackson, the store-keeper, Lucian, coir-matting maistry, Farridkhan and Mammad,

ard peons, and Annamah and Anno, two female coolies who were sorting fibre within a couple

Zf ards of the spot where the fire was first seen. All of them declare their utter inability to
account for the cause of the fire. a : :

4. As the fire broke out at a point adjoining the wooden palings A e et
longside. It appears

recaution of ascertaining whether any boats were ab the time moored s
From the statement of Lucian, the coir-matting maistry, that at the time the conflagration began

he observed a boat loaded with cocoanut shells and two covered baggage-boats moored in the

river just outside the wooden fence. There seems 10 reason to doubt thm statement although
uncorroborated by others, as according to peon Mammad’s evidence three hoats loaded with yarn
arrived that morning and were unloaded by 8 o’clock and ‘two of them had not left when he
shut the river-gate and went to the yard to attend to other business. ~Very probably these two

‘boats had lingered behind for the purpose of cooking, as all b&%age bhoats are furnished with

laces, and these boats had arrived from a great distance. Kvery effort has been made to
g’n%'%:;’efmm persons unconnected with the boats whether they saw any cooking going on on

board but no one is able to throw light on the subtjgot; _ As for the boatmen themselves they aro

ite certain to deny having kindled a fire even if they can be got at. If cooking had actuall

;1;1;21 0;1&06 P noiy imlxronibg.ble‘that a spark or a cinder reached the fibre from the’go.ven' throng{
the gaps in the palings and set it on gire Mr. Jackson’s statement that he has often seen boat~
men cooking in their boats at the firm’s jetties and that he used to cut the ropes and send them
adrift for fear of fire lends support to this theory. . . s Gt G b I L 5

5. Although the fire was brought under by 2 P, as stated above, and the fire-engines

o ke :
:heil(‘)wing‘it on the flames, bales of yarn kept burn
morning.

alarm was raised of a fresh fire having broken out in the easternmost shed, that is, in the direction

pt wo;igmg the whole night in addition to fﬂtﬂhmi‘wa&er ’#0'4;’?52‘95.*‘iryéi'?finj)ugketg Rz
; ling throughout the night and the following

6. At about 8 a.m, while efforts were "<Beiﬁg*zzsdhﬁhﬁed tcaompletalthﬂethe ﬂ&mes,an
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opposite t”i where the first fire wag ill i O PO e e
vomica and gunnies.  After destpoc: smouldering,  This h LA T g AT o
side of it and in spite of th EStroying these the fi shed was ‘storeq i . b i : ve for this diabolical act has next to be considered.
8 offort ames spread t with ooir- 4 11. The question of motive lor 13 : : sl
easternmost, o ellorts made to check thes 0 the g} : yarn, nux e ¢ i d huts at Kalvetti has b burnin
st corner of the offige, ock their pr, ogress they stz}l)(;i?ls;;uat"d on either o Th? scheme of dﬁmg awtafsi'r:t)télltg& t'h:,tgflmthe recent Pettye ﬁ;esfmof; :ome o; %h?):: Sﬁfftz
ort only at the e :_';tdCoc{xll:th%m)nz 1t1 {(i,rg::?:o present & pelition to the municipal council praying that the owners
manee P At the meeting of the council on the 31st nltimo

lled to unthatch them.
?tf :v};: l;;l:sxngl);l fe;o(lavedoto jssue a notice to them to the effeot that they woulq. ,be prosecuted
unless they removed in 10 days the thateh they had put on without the council’s permission.
Within two days after the passing of this resolution at the instance of the European firms we
4 ther the next morning and a third four days after, all in

7. The only buildin .
house by the river side mﬁ theed_out of these two fi
> the office the stron Tes are the weig hi
3 leaching-

and the coir-mattin joini Bt L i to
g shed adJOmmg the Kalvetti ror:a’da e nexs to. it the sc
: A rew room

Mr. Schwarz, the agent
~that “the origin of. thi I must adp;
appears from Mr. Jackson’s siage. . OTgI0 of this second fire ; admit—to yeq th
with which the roof of the statement, that there were areyine. 1k Y. Mysterions . words of
VT ik o eastel"nmost shed was ¢ 1ces botween som & ”:m.“mgh it . have a big fire on the 2nd instant, ano 2 ;
Gipomitol s;stf:-:xga;élseo?rst day § %0 hotng carroiggre}()i m;g that there v e'giethe mission tiles their busingesr-' premises and unaecounted for. The mfertltlxce I&hmi tllie Europe;n ﬁﬁ'_ms inourred the
+ the fact that when this sef);arg ;ivhmh were piled up to th{) tih;3 e through thg{épomll')llity = ill-will of s:.ie af least of the buF-oWASre o areh’mgg ayris 0};1;1 Ao t‘ret ik wem'abou;
BN e bt T ond fire was first observed it wag ths. This theory i gt crevices and " to be dism .ntled is not an unreasonable one, and ‘ent . es i e.sus;:"l}(:mn 1at one grtxlr:ore l(,)
8- € upper portion § renqthened by : . them might have resorted to the desperate expedient of weakening the case againsi them by
of the pile of yarn demonstrating that the premises of the Efurop:;n i‘;ﬁisrvghmhl?%ve Pﬁljd];&;)mi bngs ;ﬁl t}iﬁ%
roofs are not less dangerous to public safety than WIL T Sl S Tn s

8. A rude ShOOk hOWGVBI‘ was 0 ect o
’ ’ b g'iven t the “1001' subj
b. fSO much OOmPlai ¢ SOﬂ,’lt ha bee
| TO :

alarm bells announced on Ag} v of acci
Bhokén out et Meseg BOD sh-Wednesday the 7th i accident When the i '
. Brunto ot nstant, at 1.3 € rin
Volkart Brothers by the extelx]m?vlzd ;:11':15 }}rein[lses’ which are sep(s)tr:t:d’ .that moﬁhg;:%r%f lglg 12. Assuming the fire at Messrs. Brunton and
of Messrs. Aspinwall and (o, g H10% of Messrs offorts on tho parts of the police, tho magistraoy an;;é?::t e spt e i gt
s 1 of such crimes  which/an-be: perpetrnted so easily an with sue ) risk o
at a substantial reward of a thousand rupees be offered

ing a Trecurrence
nviction of the party or parties implicated in the

b
observed at the eastern end of the northern bale-shed It
: 8
1d therefore suggest th

i R

prompt assistance rendered } Py
S th ngi oot “deapi
engines which were manned b))" t}?eloeall- fire-engines and the hg;rt; coiapldly" iz d“piteﬁgg . ing &
cpgines which wors mannad by polide of that Btats srd worked wor Peration of ¢}, 8i . detection. 1 wor formation leading to the co
siarsteed teir Torts ot thm S04 b Demen. Voih ki with the it eilere l:hk:r | : to_those giving 10 o}i'mﬂl ﬁ}°“of such a reward does not lead to an immediate detection, I submit
NG 0t o weetoo ai g s ;:;stshﬁ whole ghed guam 3 S:Xdﬁm i ? {fzolﬁet-v: :h:rvery useful purpose of acting as a deterrent to evil-doers, who will be
: ou it will not fa  their accomplices who might be dazzled by the prospect

prehensive of being betrayed by one 0
a handsome reward.

building were soon enveloped ;
ped in fl : .
8mes.  While great exertions were beip o . Upstair
e southern sideg 0?:}?@ }? fet z¥
Bl 0 ; ' :
; alve tti road 13. In order to mini

under coutrol, another sheqd belongin me firm
: * ¢ elong g to n
which was stored with fibre was oi)sert'b; hti i?c (fn g "
2 : re.

; : L of accidental fires and to diminish the faci}.ities for incen-
ngnthzor:;taom:hicipal council that the warehousing in the heart of
asing: ! , be prevented or at least controlled under

of the utmost impol-tanee tha . Thi
. t th 18 was
'tl}‘]}feprimmes of Messrs, Peiroe, Leﬁieﬁ;ﬁ dslé(:)ulghl?elhgot under at a]] ha:a(;-xsngg -}:!lloture. It was ;
absence of a supply of water E - Which were also full (_)f Similar,inﬂ 18 shed adjoined , diary ones I Propoég Suggh. his highly inflamma
1c point increased the diffiey] ammable maforials e the tow}? oft 10082 : ?e,t: rlx‘:? by the Municipal Act. 7y
i ¢ i the authority vested in them e
fires are estimated as under, and I understand that they are

bei_’ore it eould spread to the other sheds in this

Peirce, Leslie and (o.’s : y of quenching thi
e .8 premises. g this fi i ? :
. However, the ack - MB g 14. The losses incurred in the

f; nearly all covered by insurance:—
% (1) Volkart Brothers .. S :: :: _Rs. 1’75’w0
(2) Brunton and Son .. o v i e ‘ s
; . all classes, officials and non-o s, in puttin
15. Every assistance was readily mder;&h} % Boys, local Agent of the Bank of Madrasg,

Between 3 and 3} lakhs.

.

. th; y;.: O St shop. gato-shed, a long shed on the eastern sig
- There seems to be an impression ¢ i oty f hom I may mention % ) W
n that the fire {} i down the fire, among whom ic in aiding arrest; the progress of the flames and who has
wha was the most active and energetio 1n uéinr affomhr imprctg‘ptg fire brigade; Mr. 3. Locke,
all as the capt d personally superintending the

1at broke out suddenly and unaccounté.bly
come to be recogmy

in the fibre-shed on the southern side
of a deliberate
Chairman of the M

act of incendiarism as the bree
% Was blowing at the t; by | who was indefatigable i
Counoil, who Was 2 f s, W. N. and E. Black, who directed

unicipal

¢ the fire;
staff throughou ‘and Mr. G. H. Gunther, Superintendent of the

which this shed stood. Alt me i 2
5'9t’ fpnsidering if§ proximi tl;og)g 3} ghf?regengrftai (tiirection of tﬁeabr('ielggtlwovlzlxs (il:vf:re?t from that in £ the munici
1rec i : . ; an a : # i f i of the m ot
cieotions, it was, I think, just possible that the on s . 4™ Were soen flying abouy L1011 ’ R working of some of the pumps day and nights B0 T L Ut ke the Sirkar pum
Ehemselyn to mat iy When hundreds of persons ey yd 0M tho other. Moraoya | tho workiog of oo rendered. valuablo ssiskancs Ly promptly bringng - pumps
it wa. 4t vl ouf the fire, any one would have hean sn 5w 20Ut the place eager] PraoYeR it o a staff of 30 mon and two inspectors, who workee Wit & : ,
88 it were under their very eyes, © been so daring as to commt an gerly exerting and & &% fires have been unattended with loss of life. 5 :

10. With re d t6 the origin of the ma; 4 act of incendi. 16, The fires ha :ous omission on my part were I to fail to bring to your notice one
aspect, olosely following, as it did, the doublm i 16, however, the matter wea, 17. 1t would be a %:'}1l fire. With pumps ab hand and men ready to work we were greatly
previously. In connection with th e fire which took place at Vol I8 & very suspicio i of my sad experiences WLEe TRDy u the viver side, for want of water. To remedy this .
them can explain or account for f:helzaﬁre also I have examineq several Olkart’s only foup dau-s 3 handicapped in our PPOMtloqs, e;li’:}:“fsm contingencies I would strongly advocate the sink-
great bulk of the coolies and the h use of the fire, which, stran Witnesses, Pyt Y ] rave disadvantage in connection These wells at a place like Cochin, where the water

e head ¢l gely eno none of : ient centres. e P
clerk in tem Y enough, hogy, when ¢} ing of a dozen wells at :5111"03: et oo Be. 00 cach.
I the : : ) no ;i -5
lvel is easily reached, herewith submitted as per accompanying list.

artake of their m; d o
P eir midday meal. M. Wilkieson, the Sy
18, The statements recorded by me are

D
o 4
@
I~
=
< s
~
e
(=]
b W

—-‘_’\ -

o s

LTCUmstanceg ; ‘M have hee : ' %
o Oons‘de’“‘ioﬂ?é . Onprr—dated 9th April 1894, No. 849, Judicial. ' :
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! v Xt is vot 3 19 runton gnd 8
%ﬁxt&m&fetheﬁiﬁ rﬁgad }1 b‘gng had to tﬁ‘:’:fmg;ng }’a c-itlte has on: ﬁalfg&af any rate, is d
2 y - or doi : : c1lity 0t ) naenc T Ay ;
matchstick, whxoﬁ a miscreant mol;mcgnthw-l]_]yefsznolzs af)t Withomlnttas ftfait :fn él nsuspectedhﬁl?:ltllrl:: the 2?5,6 3(1"?1"::%071: February. The origin g fihe’ bl B i
castly secrete about b etect; B Yiew that they were accidental and agrees with the District
ment inclines to the view ; e s i :
it inexpedient to offer any reward Ior 1o ormation.

xcellency in Council that Cochin will never be safe from , »4,;5;‘;

his porson, ig a]) g 1. 4 eingle 1 L
Magistrate in thinking
hile cocoanut fibre and oil continue to be stored in great et

set such inflammable materialg as fibre ablaze al
1 onee d
g ¢ Blobserved, i B RET e apgears ‘to His E
. ‘s

1t 18 next to impossible to discover the offender

credible that & stran d
- ranger would da 8 he Jeay 0
gzg??:;;l:?n gxglﬁbtag:)rds him ar ?‘:ro sf;:rtgepg;ltﬂdutzgs in I?Boa?l f;lui tb:lhmd It is hard)
: at the mischi unity f . . 16 . . 1 character w 5 — g
with the yard and from inside, > 1020 by one or more ;3??3’,15 5‘“ .W“‘ke:lm'?;f'entt““k % ““223?&15 f\tvithi:h:nunicipal limits and e‘(;l}fﬂe ‘gl: council continues to show such - B
8¥INg bisip gy seems qu 2 ard to the substitution of tiled for thatched roofs. e
connected apathy in regard t0 : ik

¥




T ey I P A g - A A A Ik i A A A R T A A A A A A S A I A A A i A s

6 : 9tH APRIL 1894, No. 849, JurpiciaL.

RN W Al U e e e

el

3. The storage of cocoanut fibre and oil can, it seems to Government, be
restricted by applying the provisions of section 188 of the Madras District Muniei-
palities Act, 1884, for these articles are certainly ¢ combustible materials » within the
meaning of the section. But, as the District Magistrate seems to feel some doubts on
the subject, the Government will suggest to the Select Comxmtte(_a to which the Bill to
amend Act IV of 1884 has been referred the advisability of inserting the word ¢ fibre
between the words “ straw ” and * or coal” in clause (iii) of section 188,

4. With regard to the substitution of tiles for thatch, it is observed that, imme-
diately after the great fire of 1889, the municipal council issued a notice prohibiting
the reconstruction with thatched roofs of buildings which had been destroyed by the
fire unless the written permission of the council had been obtained. But, in spite of

this notice and of the monetary assistance offered by Government to enable house -
owners to comply with its terms, the reconstruction of buildings with thatched roofs
has been permitted and no active steps to punish persons guilty of disobedience to the
notice of the 22nd January 1889 seem to have been taken until the 81st January last
‘when they were threatened with prosecution. It is true that a similar threat was
made in October 1890 but it appears never to have been acted upon and the Govern-
‘ment is not aware whether any prosecutions have been instituted even yet. His
Excellency in Council does not deny that the enforcement of the order requiring the
substitution of tiles for thatch was attended by difficulties but he considers it unques-
tionable that the defiance of the council’s orders is the result of a want of resolution and
~* energy on its part. The matter must now be taken in hand seriously, The existence
- of thatched buildings in the crowded portions of Cochin is a great danger and may
 lead at any time to a catastrophe similar to that which occurred in 1889

- 5. Itis even more important, however, that the unrestricted storage of combustible
articles within the limits of the municipality should be put a stop to. It is reported
~ that the merchants have already removed their stocks and, if storage within the
- municipality can be absolutely prohibited without unduly hampering trade, there will
~ be no rea,son_go@nt;cxpate a recurrence of these disastrous and periodical conflagrations.
6. Tt has further been suggested that a hose of 100 or 150 yards in length should
- with the object of enabling the engines to work at that distance from the
y that a dozen wells should be sunk in various parts of the town for the
upplying water or that a gteam fire-engine should be obtained to work on
c-water. It will be considered in the Public Works Department whiqép. of
hemes is likely to prove most effective and least expensive. The further -

asons, commend itself to Government, but the cost of an engine combined
4 a barge would probably not be excessive. :
7. It remains to

lack, E.

‘request the District Magistrate to convey to Messrs. Boys, Locke,
faek‘_ and Gunther the thanks of Government for the asgistance

(True Extract.)

b ok,
Clief Secretary.

#

ent,

ab a steam fire-engine should be combined with a steam-vessel does not, for =~
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