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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS., i L
REVENUE DEPARTMENT, % - |
Reap—the following letter from Diwan Bahadur 8. SRINI e
IYENGAR Avergal, to the Secretary to Government; BewnEeAI?wg%ﬁA.
. Adverting to your demi-official communication of ‘ Sl
i ~ the honour to submit a complete copy of my ¢ Memora;n St(?nmﬁf:h ]892’ I have i
£ Madras Presidency during the last forty years.” Pro gre i Qf the HRRMRERR SR 7
reduction of the necessary statistios and_ the timi i 1\ i b

: i 9. The collection and
the second part of the
I was able to complet

'I‘f

~ Ieave for three mon

8.,+1 should be wanting in my duty

assistance rendered to me by M.R

., office, and MLR. Ry

e heavy work o
tion of the

g e
.mathematiml afta
some “of the mtrmate calculations checked.

Gxﬁxa—-da$ed 20th Oetober 1893, No. 915 Revmme,

201r Ocroner 1893, Nos. 91_5, 915A, REVENUE.
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memorandum took up more time \ e/l B
ete the work only last May nombmm iﬁatalmmw;ﬂ N S
ths in the beginning of this year for the purpo oge. tResiis
lf 1 did npt Enﬁg;ta 'o ‘
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this time i¢ described thus : 1In

or. loss sett led government,

" ~ cLE, sub

« Memompdum on the pro & of t
eﬂm of British administration.’” ;.mm
deed a compendious histery of the period to wl
wemaml from official records, but
task which the author at the eq

if thore has boen improvel
deseribing briefly the state of the
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anarchy prevailed, and the position of the people was miserable in the extreme. T
- the Zemindur and Poligar countries the only limit to the exactions to which the
= ryots were subjeot was their ability to pay; the customary share of the produce belon
; ging to Gavemt.x;xant was m’)mm:a.lly) half, but additional taxes were levied on variow
: .~ pretexts, rednoing the shate enjoyed by the ryots to one-fifth or' ope-sixth.” Sael
o P was the stafe of the country ‘when ' the efovemment thereof was assumed by th
o ~ English : the coundition of the agricultaral asses, who formed the bulk of the popula
tion, is said o have been abject and demoralized to the last degree ot
-~ 8, The noxt section is devoted to a desors stion of 1} ¢ Briti
_aﬂministm_tiqn during the ﬁrgtf half of ft.he‘presentleentury. Le?ﬁsgtzs::rzulf;glpn,gm::
Lo rsides to improve the position of the ryot, h“t’fraq‘“-‘llﬂy without Wcm; The
S ~ substitution of payment of Government dues in money for the former svstem 4
-~ payment in kind, led to nmek inconvenienee and hardship owing to the msuﬁime 3
- of the currency to meet the inereased “duty ” thrown upen ?tby the change -
L ~ prices steadily fell. The ' period of 20 years from 1834 to 1854 was one 2? -
agricultural depression on aceount of the low prices of grain, and, ing the

5 &I
: s = o ] during € 30 venr
-which preceded this period, progress was retarded by five guceessive faggn‘g ?:%gem
~ the early years of the century metalled roads were unknown, and whe L-traffle, excep
f&r&hort distances, did unot exist, Trade was hampered by want of commiinieatis
 and th% moaus of transport and was confined to the narrowest local lims
~ general improvement of communieations throughout the country may be s
: frmtherepart of the Public Works Commisssion issued in 1858, 25
~. 4, The author then proceeds to review flie principal faofs be
= s the condition of the agricultural
5 e 1V, Ps *from the middle of thgemmmry 4
time. About the year 18514 the period of agricultural depression eame tc
d and a time of great prosperity began, The demand abroad for Indian ‘commo-
la gely increased—the result of several causes, such as the diseovery of golg
1l

a and California, the Crimean war, and, ahove all, the Civil war
- which increased enormously the demand for Indian cotton. Exports, whi
1 amounted to only 181 millions sterling, rose in 1864-65 to 68 millions,
to the country and large loans—especially for the comstruction of
r public works—were raised in Eugland, of which it is. caloulated
nded on wages in India. The result was that the cur-
prices of Indian produce rose to three times what they
ately preceding 1850, During this period, moreover,
ere introduced. The Police was organized upon & new
eut was constituted for the pprposeofaﬁe#iatingﬂig
g Inequalities in asse ; the revemue
and village acconnts were simplified ; and,

to the construction of public w
ed demand, the wages of labo
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 Thio figures of the census of 1891 show ¢
cdoney inereasod hy. 42 milions o

seems pable —that no such famine as:
the author calculates the ; :
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the standard of livin : : : e
it ndesd o gt o oery, impartal obwesyoe s s, 1 WO yours
with the conelusions at which' the I:irth oh rver, and the Government fully concurs
population upon the soil, the author e ts” perred. In Missdaing SIS bt
such as Tanjore, where the populati points out that it is precisely in those districts,
the lowest, are the most m“s’on&!l most dense, that all classes, not ex .
cujﬁvaﬁ(,n is ample fﬂ!’ tg; mﬂin‘eman .he Onlelﬂates t.hat the area ut : .A
for extended cultivation is very cons‘i:il:e of the ]?quhtlon and that the #
. N rable. o * .
pomble to obtain gnch a Kndhﬂl inerease of qnqtea §ll’ James Cai
present rate of increase of population for: production in India as.
author wisely remarks that the inereass of ‘?dmdgmble time.” He
nent iumvgment in the standard of livi pr duchon has its hm}ts,-f :
change 1 the habits of the people inmgf,'ﬁ : P t;!e general conditign e ~.
The next question discumgeiog ene Schich, f‘; :nr Y marriages is 8 yece roquisi
attention, viz., * whether' the greater portion 0:0[310 time past, | # DZage
insufficiency of food” TUpon this question, after - P"?“‘""“’“ ffer fror
much is sufficient, the anthor, who finds tf:at per t:_ﬂqnmpg b“l
no doubt, states his conclusions as follows :—(1) the gml 't'm, g
is very poor when judged by a European standard ; (2) ‘. 3
of the people fifty years ago there has certainly Leen im rove
condition of the population, the advance consisting mainlpof is
of living of the upper strata of society and a reduction inythé
lowest grades bear to the total population; (3) the very los
hand-to-mouth existence, but, not being eongregated in town
physique than one would expect to find in them, con‘aiﬂbring
and the frequency of crop failures, on which ececasions they hay
subsistence as best they cam; and (4) the economie coﬁeg‘ ic
whole, t;hough improving, is at best a low one and is such as to fa
statesmanship of Government to the utmoest in devising sui
" amelioration. From these conclusions the Government iz by n
dissent ; they recall, however, the recorded observations of Sir 1
pearly a century ago, whereby he cautions the governing anthe
expecting to effect ina generation a revolution in the habits o %
in European ecountries if took centuries to accomplish, This
e e eludes with a valuable eomparison between the economic eond
' that of Ruropean vountries and closes with the hope that, havig
~ wonderful improvement which has taken place in Eug}and during the
- centuries, a similar advance in prosperity may be attainable here. i
. T, In the next place the author proceeds to co:mider * certain all
2 3 ST e present economic positic
i S"*‘““ ¥4 certain remedial measul
the suggestions here made are those which relate to the prine
ated for the revision of land assessments in future yo T
it would be impossible to have rules meg |
ore liberal spirit than those at present o Imdy he
| that it is very necessary that they s “be wi
ever, he considers it essential that the initial stan
hich future revisions of assessment are fo be
the commutation prices adopted for the @
rent x ys and should not therefore be
2 of with reference to prices
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B posals to i ve the position of uemm@i tenants on the one hand, by o
i el A 1mprgf lnnd}l)'::l and tenant, and on the other to arrest the e
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the amendment of the law R ,
rapid dismembarment of semindari estates have been snticipated by Govemment. v |
A draft Tenancy Bill and a draft Encumbered Estates Bill have been recently drawn Hilae
up and will be introduoed into the Legislative Gouncil at & very emrly dates . 30 Y
9. The remarks regarding the advantages of banking facilities are of a practical g
character. eTrgm 'qnesﬁo%a:)f ggtablishing what are known as Agricultural Banks has B
been under the consideration of tegovemz?fb? f“mn“"“’, Wt';'i m&‘nﬁwﬁ et
o ik - » been deputed to make inquiries concerning Lhe constitution anc : A
Mr. Nicholson, having been Gep “% and to: report bo- Governxasnt 8

; working of such banks on the continent of Hurope and to . T
upon tlt:;e subject generally. - Similarly as regards Agricultural education, which Las
ot tho ‘savnest: atiestiod of tha Madres Govertuiteh for the et il Foure; THY
Exeﬂ&:cy the Governor in Council hopes soon fo Sah = pokition i determine what
further steps should be taken for its extension, the mﬂﬂ“"fﬁ;ﬁmmhﬁwm :

 hold in aboyane for some time past pending the disposal by ¥ Government of Tndia of
Dr. Voolskera repot. The Tducational Department will be requested fo consider th

nlyid

| * Sections 104 and 1

remrkod that Gore

3

o

A o of persons belonging to diff
S 1P 5 ntry,” it must be admitted that consid
& el ,,’! ) ended the eftorts to roc o'e ah‘ w&mw . W me” ' i
el - - BT ' ?S"‘ ﬁé L ntien Dimt Rnd‘% i xlﬁ-nd,
- " ‘Wﬂﬁa‘ view to tle further development of the us th
. ~ makes several suggestions which worthy of co
e g meils for employmen: ‘
o e ep of & somowhat retrograde
" cases, the suggestion might, perhaps, be ad
(e skeh ' accept itas a general rule. On the other hand th
et ' author in considering that further advance in the t

M. |

 tobe lovked for only by entrusting to local bodies moy
HERIAY tration, and the suggestions as to the manner

.‘ utiliz | in_advising the (g;egtment‘ inp d t
:  to His Excellency the Governor in Louneit
st p: raph of this chapter the question

us endowments is mooted. 35 this i
ler in which these institutious are now asiny
atisfactory and that the Government
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roots mto somety, 50 as to enablo it to adjust its ‘m!hfutw 3
, ening in any way the power of the Central
’nlmoe between rival interests and creeds and for -

'fia nger of such balance being dntn;%esi,
taken place in the feeling of &maﬂm&@
ress does not prowedfastm

s been made under the new '

ed tho salient features of this valaable 'wor’k
with t] ’t'.he conclusions aquc}. at by the autho
es {0 rea @p:mm' 01
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