i
f
¥

T

s e T T L

L. o]

&
-
- 179
o ‘
. K
» iy d
¥, \
- I
\'5 .
X' L ’
i /’i
¢ dnd o
o of ’A e
o I S A VI L SRRy
PS4 B
% L Bt PR L : v e 2
Y .",:
1 /

———
PR —hti=y

L

L o ] e e

B

L AN

B

'l.
i

1

L o et e

i v
r - -y e
e e 3
: L1 .

(1) usshsad r ﬂ“ﬁayﬂ&",&—ﬁL\
(2) ymaBs Hmimniu zgum‘m%

() wsmEGHtuMT 5w Qs 1&“

SUPHTE st sriumb.

SUPHTH SyaH

P D

SPFTHT_CTET. ? 2 [7,, S1FFE D
p. GuniLyd HwéT eTaT, UM &

BT 2 [?—/3—' /8902_,

\\3

i bECaIT SALUL. MEUTTGAIT Sl 75!
20 Shed” :
-
/ -
Nl V2
B

IH'-I-—-IS.ODC——jH-C.B 7o

‘“g



.

‘.'
£
g
E
Ar'
7

B
L i

£ 4 .?"3&7 e :

A A A A P A ot i P
P s

20t Faseoary 1892, No. 150, Powrricar.

= e=ui et i -
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper:—

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), dated 18th November
1891, No. 656. : |

Read—the following letter from W. DUMERGUE, Fsq., Acting Collector of Malabar
to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated Calicut, 29th
August 1891, Ref. on C. No. 3478—P. 91:— '

1 have the honour to submit the following‘i'?pprt on my recent inspection of
Laccadive Islands attached to Malabar, and of Minicoy. . ; the

9. The British India Steam Navigation Company’s Steamer Fistna, which
had been chartered by Government for the occasion, ar_rlved at Calicut on the 15th
January 1891 and having, in accordance with instructions of Government, arranged
with the Collector of South Canara to convey Mr. Cowie, the Head Assistant Coll, bt
of that distriet, to Amenidivi, I proceeded on the 17th nguary, accompanied by
Dr. Beech, the District Medical officer, Mr. Hunt, the Assistant Superintendent of
Police, North Malabuar, and a police escort, to Mangalore. We reached Mangalore on
the 19th January and sailed on the evening of the same day with Mr. Cowie for

Amenidivi, arriving there on the 20th January. Mr. Cowie then disembarked and

he [Kistna resuming her voyage anchored off Androth on the 2lst J
?Phe order in which the islands were visited was Androth, Kalpeni, Kavarathi, :‘8‘:1};3: ‘
Suhelipar anl Minicoy, but between Kavarathi, where the inspection occupied no Jess
than 16 days, and Agathi, it was found necessary to put back to Mangalore for frosl
provisions, and this opportunity was taken of ealling for Mr. Cowie at 'Amenidiyi
Finally the Kisina left Minicoy on the 14th, and returned to Calicut on the 151;1;

March. . “
3. The topographical and physical features of the islands have been
deseribed by S?r %Viiliam Robinson in 1848?—,.by Mr. Thomas in 1858, and 18); ﬁi}[lfy
Winterbotham and other officers who have visited them from time to time since 187
that there is nothing left for me to add on this subject. T propose, therefore, to cop.
fine myself to an account of the financial and administfative measures which { founq
it necessary to adopt in each island and at the end of this report to offer such it
remarks as appear to be necessary. 4

4. The Kisina as already stated, arrived at Androth on the 2 ,
and the inspection of the cowle lands, scrutiny of various registers a:; Jx_agna;y
of complaints and petitions occupied me ten days. The troes stan g Vi
hundred and fifty-six plots of pandaram or Crown lands, granted on cowla be
Mr. Brodie in 1880, were now counted for the ﬁrs!: time. In 16 cases remissions.
amounting in all to 5 tulams and TO.palamg of coir, equivalent to Rs, i wns,
ganctioned in eonsequence of trc;]es' thavm% ‘passed bea{mg, but in the I‘Bmasinsin—g’ ere
there was a general increase in the tax. BIX'uewrcowles were issued for :
Jeft unoccupied ; the whole of the Crown lands being thus disposed of al:dndsml;‘;:m
items of lands which had been assigned on cowle by t—hg. amin in 1887, but loasd
on annual rents in 1888, were put up fto auction, with the result that n all :gt
seventeen cases the rent was enhanced. The annual lease of the Kacheri park Whiog
had for many years been enjoyed by the amin on a rental of Rs. 60, was also’
to auction and knocked down for Bs. 251. A complete register of all pand put 13:
containing particulars of existing trees, names of occupants and term of rent wag
prepared, and showed an increase of Rs. 352 in the revenue, i Of rent wag

5. 1 regret to ne%ort that the leaf disease which did such extensive SR :

76 and which was described by Mr, Winterboth

Wmdmthml am in paragraph

U
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years ago, and the fact that it was not
madeif I | m :]:'athy. E;en e:lmz I do;:el;t if
 curlew 5 »"*- ance wandered off the beaten
An examination of -::"” ":g asked why some trees looked sickly
il duhmg and M;ﬁlﬁeﬂ Q_“.* owed that 3,253 were affected, that
m As, on the for - disease at present prevails only on the

2 first outward. the theory that this is not the case.
d rib {_tf:dwlhh Sign of the disease is a kind of
But iy eat at its junction with the trunk and
oy minute, it is true, but still distine(ly visible if
: 0 e that swarms of black-ants
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must venture to diffey fuo- 0% M1 insect was said to be the

10 alinost every leaf I examined I found under.

® amin stuied that
;. Considering that
e was no valid
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moveable and immoveable ; others disclosed reluctance on the part of tenants
t;')orog;l;){',m customary service as sailors for their landlords ; some, and thI:ese bore manv
signatures, were directed agams_st the amin, cl;argl.ng him vglth tyranny, bribe
and extortion, and a few were filed by the amin himself against sundry islanders,
It will be remembered that in 1889 trouble arose in the §s_land whe_n it was foungd
necessary to deport two members of one of the leading families to Calicut as a punish-
ment for opposition to the amin, and the inquiries then made proved that the hand
of almost every man in Androth was against the hand of the amin. On that occasion
the amin had plausible grounds fpr complaint, but now, in his anxiety to bring his
enemies more completely under his footstool, he was sufficiently ill-advised to make
accusation which he could not substantiate and, in the .end, what he was pleased to
call lawful authority proved to be uqlawful persecution. Thus, for instan do, %
charged Abusala Koya and others with having refused to pay the fines he had
inflicted on them for trespass, but a serutiny of t}le records showed that not only had
a copy of the complaint been 1'_efused when applied for by the accused, but also that
gentence had been passed without a particle of evidence Igavmg been recorded.
Again, the amin desired that one Tanga Koya should be punished for - disobedience
to & summons and asserted most positively that the man had never appeared before
him. Utfortunately for the truth of this assertion, a deposition taken by the amin
from the said Tanga Koya on the 2nd June 1890 was found on the record.

10. In addition to these and other ‘indigationg that the amin was nota man of
cuch unswerving integrity as he was at infinite pains to profess, I found that ordera
which had been issued by Mr. Twigg for the timbers of a boat, abandoned by the
Muhableshwar some years ago, to be used as a ceiling for the cutcherry had
not been earried out. Popular rumour, which the amin ascribed to hostility,
eaid the timbers had been used for the repairsof the amin’s own house. Tt iy .
course, impossible to identify the wood, but the fact remained that the amin had
disobeyed orders and that t;t{e tupbers, .ex.cept a few pieces which were quite useless,
had disappeared. The ceiling in question was estimated to cost Rs. 40 and this
amount was deducted from the pay due to the amin.

. Trevious accounts of the amin’s conduct and capabilities had naty
imprelsied me in his favour, and 1 went to Androth fully prepared to give him allt::z:s:
gary support. One of my first acts on arrival was to harangue the assembled councei]
of clders on the dvpravity of those who arraycd themselves against the local repre-
sentative of the Government and to threaten all implicated with the direst penalties
if they continued stiff-necked and perverse. It may, however, I’Je well supposed that
after the instances which I have given, and others, of the amin’s own depravity, i
faith was considerably shaken, but nevertheless I refused to entertain vague dlings
tions of general misconduct. Matters were finally brought to a climax by a definite
charge which I put to the proof and on Wleh' it was conclusively established, after
full and formal inquiry, that the amin Syed Mahomed Koya had, on the 5th Febrygy b
1888, exacted an illegal gratification of Rs. 15 from one Komaleth Ahamed Koya as
the fee for an order 1n his favour regarding a certain boat-shed. With- this anq

ord against the amin, there could no longer be any doubt b

her evidence on rec . .
:lflgeanarchy to which the island had been reduced_ was due entirely to his vicious ot
vrannical administration, and he was therefore dismissed. At the same time it e

0 essary to dismiss the gumastah who was the amin’s nephew and who, hayi
{;‘zﬂd :;;omt.eg on probation, had not only neglected the duties of the office, I’n}:: v:::ag
also found to have connived at and actively assisted in the malpractices of which his
nncle was guilty. e pa - : : .
12, Tt was then incumbent on me to appoiit a NEW amin, and on consulti v

olders of the people I found that they were all, with the exception of the latt:anagm.itll’z
brother, in favour of Kunnangaleth Cheria Koya. This Cheria Koya and his up s
Yusuf Kanakkapalla Koya were the political defenus to whom I have already alluded
and it would therefore appear at first sight that neither of them was eligible for the
on. But after having frequently conversed with Cheria Koya durin 2 his

t in quosti ; : A ;
g:snjshment at Calicut and watched Lis demeanour on the island, I formed the opinion

oot only possessed of more than ordinary intelligence, but is also singularly
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exeeutiy tempt it Usurpation of me. ;lll.:l;geed Py s ere is no

and under al] the ® 18 certainly no one else in the
taking into canciae o2 Circumstances I appointed ('heri
ould B Into considerat; ppointed Cheria Koya

L
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office uuder the fannanore Raja and under Goyernment, is not without its advautages
siruile contentment of the peacetul and prosperous, if somewhat sluggish, people oyer
whom he is placed in authority.

18. Kavarathi, with its intricate tenures of cowle lands has, before now, demanaed

a considerable share of attention, and on the present occasion the difficulties were
augmented by the state of almost rabid fu.ry to which the amin had suceeeded in
reducing the islanders. While the Captain of the Kisina was cautiously finding
ora

:; :;.c:nd the nexp no bottom at 20 fathoms, the amin, with a crew of small boys
in one boat, and his chief opponents Wl}o manned ano'ther,.rowed towards the steamey.
The latter naturally won, and scrambling up the ship’s side began vociferating their
complaints before they had fairly reached the deck. 'They were pacified by assurunces
of full inquiry and the same afternoon I landed with the office establishment and
records. The passage was one of difficulty not free from danger and for the next

three days communication with the steamer was cut off, one boat that tried to cross

the reef being swamped.

19. Adopting the course I had followed at Androth and Kalpeni, T proceeded
to examine the general state and administration of the island _before investigating
gpecifie complaints. The most nptlceable features o.f Kavarathi at the outset which
struck me were the inferior quality, as compared with Androth and Kalpeni, of the
soil and its products, of which the cocoanut palm is chief, and the large area of land
Iying waste. For the first Nature alone is 'respoumble and ther.e 18 no remedy, hut
t& second is due to the conditions under thc%n Crowu. land has hitherto been assigned
for oultivation. Those conditions are .well sm_bed to 1slan_ds where the soil is fertile,
but it gppeal‘ed to me from the beginning that in Kavarathi wh-ere the palms tuke much
Jonger in arriving at maturity and decay far sconer than is usual elsewhere, some

laxation of the rules was necessary to protect not ouly the 1sl§mders from poverty, but
;;o the Government from a diminution of revenue. This subject has alread y attracted
attention and in paragl'aph 19 of his report, dated 15th Aprll'187'8, No. 70, printed with
Government Order, dated 23rd February 1880, No. 72, Mr. Winterbotham stated that
o account of {he barrenness of the trees he was unable to secure tenants for the plots
Qumbeted Kal Valappu 65 E., Valia Valapf)u plot 5 and Ali Mussa’s Valappu plot &
?n the map. In these there are 146 trees ¢ asged by him as in bearing, the produce of
which would be gathered by the amin and might be reckoned as worth about Rs, 29
a year. - A‘)number of trees which were immature in 1878 must have come into bearing

<% : d that these plots contained only 78 bearin

since then, but with all that I foun : e g tréds,
‘ half the number of trees which were productive twelve years ago ha

Thus nearly : ‘been done to replace them, aﬁd hfh‘gi

. me barren, while nothing has _aone |
I Bhﬁg ;;yb::ot&ke‘n asxt;, fair sample of the condition in which the Crown lands
;;'nown as padhipadhi are at present. i b
90. The Crown lands in Kavyarathi fall under the denominations — the idiakkal
e nati;agam and the padhi-padhi The idiakkal and smttagam lands are tlivided’
:nto plots which are leased out on a rental of 15 palams (= 4% pounds) of cojy per
into p These are fully occupied and the system did not appear to require any change,
tree. adhi-padhi lands including the swantam pandaram which had hitherto been
Thg p the direct management of the amin are o called because according to the old
under the rental of each tree, here estimated at 20 palams of coir a year, wag
o eted by the State and half was retained by the lesseo. It should be explained in
this connection that cocoanut palms are knowfn as tm‘t:.’ kllls:‘ marams, phalams ang
aphalams according to their various stages of growth. A “tai” is a séedling; 4
e ili »  sapling; & * maram ” a fully developed trec; a  phalam” a tree in bearing
.nd an aphalata one that is past bearing. Under the padhi-padhi system various
¢ various stages of growth in ome and the same plot belong to various indi.
trees & n of conflicting claims was the inevitable result, Moreover, the

; d a confusio v
:;g:lml? aﬂin :he rent, noted above, had been offered asan inducement to the islanders tg

the lands, but had almost entirely failed in its object. A referonce t, para-

e ¢ Mr. Winterbotham’s report printed with the Board's P .
h Hevenue), dsted 11th June 1889, No, 401, will show that the padi pesss

2

ge among the coral reefs, where one cast of the lead showed 5 fathoms of
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’ s ) | ovizinally converted the islanders to the faith of Islam is regarded with veneration 4
M&o time of Sir William Robinon’s visit in 1848 : g;ltg::ﬂy yin Kavarathi, but also in other islands where he is not unfrequently called C\ i
u misuage ¢ fo'sbolish it. But the iustructions issuel’n 878 L ‘; upon to act a5 arbitrator in disputes. . . ;/
» a0d it will be seen from the description I have — = ‘ 94, After leaving Kavarathi, conveying Mr. Cowie to Mangalore and taking in e b
 were found to be as great as ever. Accordingly, Y | visions, the course of the Kistna was directed to Agathi. There the adminis- i
ly the cocoanut pulm for the screw pine, I 1 b ljotzi«m of the amin, notwithstanding his inability to read or write, and in spite of the '$
‘pandaram lunds on cowles to the holders of the ( 4 e ition offered by his predecessor, who was dismissed, is most satisfactory in 'E
0d “ marams ” in each plot. - Com nuﬁoﬂ""g,- 5 | ?}iseretion vigour and impartiality. ~Unfortunately the amin Kasmi Koya has been . : N
holders of the * tais,” * kilis” and * marams’’ - y threateneé with paralysis, but this did not preveut him fr_om skilfully harpooning, on : F
> trees were to be allowed to enjoy the product of b - the way to Bungaram, one of the reefs attached to Agathi, an' enormous skate which '

Jearing, but were not to plant new trees in @ ng: );’: | " towed the boat some distance before it was finally secured. . :

]

held on cowle were to be free of

T

3 , ) foeYs g , anding on the Crown lands, of which the area is small and th-
i d Tot % 25. The trees stand on fthe y an e
rent of 10 palams of coir was to be 4:

ry

- . g il : . were connted and the result was a net increase of 3 tulamsand 43 palams

d.‘:ha&': Whs:that cash, plot ':l::‘lﬁ m % ’ ?::Jg;:gy: P,‘,ooﬁfids yof coir. The cowles granted for five survey plots were canoelled,p as the

vt A say, were e -y, e e il , owled;l‘s had failed to fulfil the couditions and, as no one would take up the lands,

y, if 1} conditions il ‘”ﬁnjf are dul ot ;0 Jing ‘}‘7 ~ | :hey were left in charge of the amin, who was instructed, fo plant them up on behalf
lyiug waste. The terms undoubtedly oral, ! of Government, keeping accounts. of receipts and expenditure. This was the onl

ible and, as a matter of fact, the cultivation of the gocoanut is of less
:gﬂi‘imignkgiﬁj than in the other islands, because the trees are less remunerative,
Hence the inhabitants devote more attention to otherfmgns h(f livelihood and derive
considerable profit from the manufacture and sale of fhe Bats or caps wom by the
G'ﬁ galese. Each of these.'?fetches fl.'om Rs. 9 to Rs.‘12, and the W@ﬂactm Foach

o;cupiea a man or boy about a fortnight. - : ;
. o islets of Bungaram, Tinnakara and. Parli Whl.ch. are en c! R e
t xienz“?"’e?*’:f’ about 5 mikgat’o' the northeof Agat.lu and Kalplm,_w{hmh i8 ,anzemd
" . s reef with -Agathi o the seuthy were duly inspected. Parli is very diminutive,
i & / agd i ‘Bungaram and Tinnakara ‘the screw piue 18 as luxuriant as ever. All these
| o islands were held on an anuual rental of Rs. 1,000 by the ex-amin and I found
iﬁz{ the existing cocoanul trees syere rapidly going out of bearing, while reproduction
as entirely neglected. ‘Thescrew pine jungle is far too formidable to be attacked
: : a tenant with a short leaso,. and I accordingly rented Bungaram, Tmna:k. ko
3 Pagu to the amin for 20 years on payment of Rs. 1,100 a year and on condition that
. 00 trees are planted every.year. Kalpitti I rented out separately to one A. Kutti
', : Pt % for the same period on payment.of Rs. 100 per annum and subject to the condi-
tisnﬁthat 250 trees are yearl planted, Tt will be observed that by this arrangement

s
i the other of eriminal cases, had been main-
)0 and the former showed that out of 120 suits
1‘:«:6&??211 cases which had also beenl d“
S of mischief, - eft, ‘assault, 11 of trespass, 1 ot
“#Hendance at the hauling up of “ odams,” 1 of escape fro
m f an “ odam » and 2 of impom:;on of articles.
‘ases came up to me in appeal and i

K the annual rental has been creased.¢shy Rs. 200, while provision has been made for
\ ‘

ken : Fh Fe , g ‘ s mmgt%r ::Len:s:mta:’a‘ permanent Vequl'(_’%é,?f,Pl‘oét instead of permitting them to
D79 oS 7 y AR : ety s Y TR : '
' qw'a*m‘-“ £ v relap; mt;)ndér Mr. Logan's orders & fee of 2 annas was charged on every fishing

T rthern. islets and this measure was intended to protect th
boat visiing thtfeigh;;; ,?g:)duce-. The islanders, however, complained of the impost ,:,

Jessee agaivst b i t of the new lessee, I suspended i i6
: d. with the consent o ) spended it on condition
: hglt'e:tf g?a::?; %Eéi::ahfrom the amin for each boat and that each boat is subjected

A ‘ ination by the amin or his authorised
S : to the-main island t.o examination n or agent.
i oy oe ?Ant..ltt;;:;:::time 1 informed the islanders t.lmt if the concession is abused, the fee will

be reimposed and doubled. %
| | | Bungaram we passed.near the wreck of the Makableshuwar
. : e 38' 30 fat;ﬁ;: :{ wt:ter. The iron ralls and Portland cement which had e
. e 13"“3@? the vessel’s csri o were distinetly visible and the cement had petrified into the
v Rt part o of the casks which bad held it, though the casks themselves had disappeared.
|  Thie wreokage was sold 3 yoars a6 to a man from Mangalore, but until he consents
zoh;‘ S inders reasonable wages for diving, It 1s likely to remain where it is as g
e Phyq;; Tn this connection it may be noted that about 2 months before my arrivy]
| SEiA ihi a pumber of railway sleepers had been oast up by t].: i £ g e
i ‘; & ‘g:r was fO‘md at Suhelipar. Th?ﬂe have. been,dlsposed of e due course, but they
lbluu: no mark by which the vessel which carried them could be traced, A
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I was unable to make any fresh agreement with the présent lessees, one of whom I saw
as 1 was starting for the railway station. Matters must therefore remain exactly as
they are until the islands are revisited.

36. Mifficoy now alone remained to be visited and the Kisina’s anchor was
dropped off the reef on the western side of the island on the 6th March, Here I
anticipated more trouble than elsewhere, but, as will be seen hereafter, this antiei-

ation was not realised. Sétting my establishment to work on checking the registers
and accounts, I devoted the ‘ﬁl‘f:%t two days after arr:ival to making acquaintance with
the people and the island. Difficulty of eommunication. with'the people has been
considered the chief impediment in the administration of Minicoy, but with the utmost
respect for my predecessors, I must express my opinion that the difficulty is far less
substantial than 18 supposefl. It is true that the Minicovites are ignorant of M alaya'-
Jam, but so-far from knowing only a few brokon.words of Hindustani, some of them
talk that language fluently, and a few can readand write it. Minicoy is said to be
.overned by women and although the inhabitants are most orthodox followers of the
Prophet, the women are not ¢ (ioslm.’_’ ; Hence I deemed }t my duty to discover the
views entertained by the ladies of Minicoy on the domestie policy of the island and
with the help of a Hindustani interpreter found my task was easy. The troubles
which have of late years befallen Minicoy and the o_fﬁce.rs visiting it bave been too
fully discussed to require repetition here, and all I need say is that the women of
Minicoy united in aseribing them to the tyranny, rapacity and mendaeity of the amin
Ali Malikhan. The truth of these accusations Was subsequently established by the
records of the amin’s stewardship. .

97. The fiscal. system of Minicoy differs from that _of the Lacecadives in the
absence of monopolies and in the fact that with_ the_ exception of a very few plots all
the land belongs to the Crown. The State derives 1ts revenue from—

[} Cocoanuts from the Crown lands Kept under ifs own management,
(2) Rent on Crown lands leased to tenants.

3) Poll-tax. s .

4) 'T'ax on vessels trading with Bengal.

5, Tax on fishing boats. ;

The last two are taxes on industry and although they are light the questio.n of
substituting a less objectionable mode of taxation should, T think, be.considered
when a suitable oppertunity arises. Of all the sources of revenue, the most important
and those principally under the control of the amin, ave the cocoanuts from and rent
of Crown lands. These lands consist of the South Pandaram managed directly by the
State through the amin and of the Valiapattam, the Attivipattam or village sites and
¢he Daundus or gardens rented to tenants. =1 g :

98, The amin was appointed in December 1884 and it will be seen from the state-
ment-(appendix I11) showing the number of nuts brought fo aceount from 1875, the
year in which the islands were attached, to 1890, that the yearly average of 364 179
puts obtained from 1875 to 1884 declined to 144,972 between 1885 and 1890, The
former average includes one very ba@ year, when only'l,‘&! 8 nuts were collected and
if the average of the six years preceding 1885 is taken, it will be found to be 402 025

The decrease during this amin’s term of office has been attributed to the ravag:es of
rats and this theory was apparently started by the amin himself, But giving the
rats all possible eredit in the matter, it seems to me utterly inerodible that they
chould have incregsed wnd multiplied'to such a remarkable extent or developed such
remarkable energy as to effect such a.re_ma_rkable reduction in the produce of ity
trees. As a matter of fact, no mention of rats was made by the islanders until I
questioned them and then they scoffed at the idea that the rats were the cause of the
great and sadden decrease in the cocoanut crop. The reason they assigned was very
different. The stated that the amin made a practice of sending his people into the
South Pandaram to collect the fallen cocoanuts on the day before the one appointed
for the monthly gathengf at_:d that he _had_ lately ‘despatched a vessel laden ek
50,000 cocoanuts to the Maldives. Considering the hostility of the islanders towards
“tihe amin, their statements had of course to ‘be received with caution, but were ulti-
mitely'eorroborated by the irregularities in the amin’s accounts. I found three sets
| 3
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fufilled. As, however, Dom Malikkan is frequently away from the island on trading
excursions, I arranged that, during lps absernce, bu;;mess shall be transacted in his
pame hy his son-in-law, Mussa Malikhan, and. this arrangement has also been
acquiesced in. Finally, I reinstated as gumastah Gulam Kadir who was removed
from Minicoy on the representation made by the .late_ amin, Thaf Qrulam Kadir is the
late amin’s enemy is undogbtgdly true, but gonslderlng the fac_;ta which have now come
to light, this 1s a strong point in Gulam Kadir’s .fa:vour.' Having rpade these arrange-
ments, L left detailed instructions for the administration of the island, the collection
of revenue and the management of the Crown lands, and I trust that, when Minicoy
is next visited, the result will be found satisfactory.

43. A combined register had been opened for criminal and civil cases and was
anintelligible in its details. Only one charge of a serious offence had been recorded
and this had been withidrawn. The offender in this case was not an islander, but the
ward cooly attached to the Mpdwal estab'hshmept, and had threatened to stab the
compounder with a hunting knife. I convicted him of an offence under section 506,
Indian Penal Code, and to prevent such offenges, lntht'arto _unknown in the island,
from becoming fashionable, sentenced him to rigorous imprisonment for two years.
This sentence has been reduced by the Court of Session to one year and the records
have now been called for by the High Court, apparently to form ground for a decision

on the question of jurisdiction. : :

44. The tidal observatory is now complete and its operations are in progress,
Orders were issued for the erection of a house*for the Superintendent who undertook
that the expenses shall be paid by his department.

45. The final census was taken on the 8th and 9th March and showed the total
population to be 3,730 against 3,195 in 1880 and 2,800 in 1876. As bearing on the

olicy which is hereafter to be observed with regard to Minicoy, it is important to

note that out of a total population of 1,788 men and boys, 451 men were absent on
voyages to different parts of the world.

46. In considering this policy, the points to which attention has especially been
drawn (vide Board’s Proceedings, dated 11th June 1889, No. 401) are the breaking
up of Dom Malikhan’s mono[m_ly of the rice trade and the reclamation of the jungles
and it seems to have been decided that the monopoly must be broken down and thaé
d. The so-called monopoly has been condemned chiefly
because, as far as I am able to understand the question, the poorer classes have to
work from morning to night,- and because Dom Malikhan, having the food-supply
entirely in his own hands; can dictate his own terms of .barter. It has also been
reported that, as Dom Malikhap is master qf Ith_e situation, the rice which he barters
for coir, cocoanits and fish, is not only inferior, but actually unwholesome. Bug
some officers, including myself who haye examined the rice at Dom Malikhan’s shop,
have found that it is of the same qu_allty as that consull_led _by the poorer classes on
the mainland and that, as on the mainland, a better quality is kept for those who can
or will afford it. Why a superior state of things should be expected at Minicoy is
difficult to understand. As for the poorer clfxs.ses havmg to work from morning to
night, this is unfortunately not peculiar to Minicoy, but is and until Utopia is dis.,
covered, will be the common lot of the poorer classes all over the world. 1In the next
place the representation of Dom Mahkh.an as a rap':wlous tyrant dictating his own
terms of barter is contained in Mr. Wm_terbotham’ 8 letter to the Board, dated 1st
November 1888, No. 4057 R., printed with Board’s Proceedings (Land Revenue)
fated 20th March k889, No. 208, but on this point I would invite attention to para:
graphs 40 and 41 of his report, dated 9th September 1889, No. 2877, Public, printed
with Government Order, dated 18th Dec_:ember 1889, 1ro. 665, Political. Therein My, -
Winterbotham states that it is only fair to Dom Malikhan to say that his prices Wili
probably defy foreign competition » and that * I confess that I think we have under-
rated his expeunses, the difficulties with vs:hmh he had to contend and the extent to
which his prices have been kept down by fear of lynch law.” Considering the views
which had previously been expressed, which had been enforced by the deportation
of some islanders, and in consequence of which even Dom Malikhan’s own deporta- - 4
tion had been suggested, I do not think that any stronger arguments than the psssag;
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B8 0 ! \\\\,: CAL. ; » 8o :V ine is absolutely necessary for the protection of young palms until they are
: y ‘under referepce could be found aoq: A AT 4 : o I:mough to resist the heat of the sun. That there is truth in this assertion was /'
g g _&mwnmmoy against the theory that Dom Malikhan’s trade i st::;’gi by a comparison of young trees of about the same age, some of which had

:n:::mm which Another point. which has been raised in this connec

%])een lanted in shade and some in a clearing. The former were fresh and vigorous

47y 00 one is better - appeared.to have beeg offered on thé i free tradé or sickly and stunted. Buta still more cogent proof is afforded by the
Nt ‘Waamm to w Yo-speak on this point than tllll: éﬂ&d ltl?erchaﬁt who o tgf ia:;tcleamnc{a of jungle which was effected a few years ago and considered it
i ally that he had eneg Part of his trade to Minicoy, and h red me X fast, h: ugury for the future of Minicoy has resulted in a barren blinding waste of ha
o ‘l‘imm thmwg.,mwmm OPpusition. from no one exceeta:iu in hi a brig :dg Six thousand seedlings were planted therein, but it now contains E |
o, Wy | ;ﬂ' amin’s enemies 'hl:,ghtou the ¢ that one F; th o . 5 thtf’tsf fower and far inferior saplings than will be found in any plot of the same
g .'imh.rof free trado, Anad'm deported in 1839 was lhut° ) e charg o P? mfzmte v{ithin the jungle. On this ground alone it appears to me that a wholesale %)
"% . Obstacles to free trade is ditional Proof that the island b at,00 N ‘ i ce of the jungle is anything but desirable, and I further submit that, as regards (1
¥ : hﬂmfron Cannan, 18 to be found in e 1slanders themsclves presefit clearan.ta condition of the island, the unhealthinees of the jungle has yet to be ¥
A}  responsibility, HR“O:Q’ ot under the auspiges mncec:l:‘ Minicoy of s‘:‘::ir - the 8:;“ II'Z is true that the Civil Apothecary who accompanied the expedition to the |
: %'ﬁum hs‘hdnw of their wares b free ectar, but on to give z ?rovd :m 1887 stated that the dense screw pme jungle afforded materials for marsh .9
: ';“Y‘llﬁmeoy Woman © mayy and thig [ woy 1 e trade, they asked me to 8% 3 i islan but another Apothecary, in 1889, pointed out that only three cases of malarial &
4 could not, and attempteq t e uld have done had they not ent oh iR miasma,

e . .+ his notice, that only two of them had apparently been con-
mms:x;. ha(t hﬁ‘*&inﬁ“ﬁil?land that the strong sea breeze convey the emanations from
tract °1n m,{; to the inhabited portion of the island, but to the eastern sea. In this &
the jungle f opinion facts must come to the rescue and these are that the light-
difference © opho live surrounded with jungle but at a distance from the pits in

diffionts Countenance,  Aftop W mug le her on board—a proceeding Whi
o to see Wwhat | freamrt : Wmtubs,p.g‘m’. declaration onpthe subject, it
ﬁ:‘tm u‘;::x ) 80 : &T;‘:)gl;h?t it does not exist slit m
as to 7 bahglf of B 18 ¢o adii- Th uth:
A leave the islandery Sovernment sending al:neglr':l‘;ant ker: :?leymai lant

” ““mmmto Starving fop t}, s . hou_se«kef_‘p(fm et lain of ill-health, while such cases of fever as have b
:mt' The onf;e'r‘!d““t_“il ml'l:e s?r?' {l sk Doge Malikhan returned 18 sl o sﬁ:];:d ;egtoricntg:i ct(())";l});emvillage where t,ber.e is no jungle in the immediate iad
. - Systen Mt'f:% .Wh it,y = whick: G"“mmeng 5 deprecate repetition of the g K oocurred have ir pits abound. The inference is that the coir pits and not the e :

i " v A ‘Q " e E i
O sttended fighy 0, he Marchant itsets o LAy and safely interfere T CO8 [ vioinity Db o

Xorbi such evilg M 8 ioin of malarial evil as they certainly are of the‘ plag}xe of mosqui- 3

S “ tion 1 o » Sy“ b&‘:'my ,;:hi‘;ut ottty tvll“;g thﬂﬂﬁ ) ! wlﬁﬁatgetggﬁmm t:»rfm(}hzria Koya, the nev:d And;o:lﬁ aﬁm, Iinstructed the s

g stay i by Mr. Win new departure. e H t a ir vits in salt water at the edge o e lagoon instead of in )
- b 2 4 “Ph)liqmlz?rtg:mm himgg?f and the theory 1| jslanders how to make coir pits in sa

! ir houses. If this plan is adopted there is no doubt that the
fresh water d!ilg?); (t)lfmtlllx‘e i:{::ed will improve, but the conclusion which I could draw
that the necessity for clearing the jungle in the interests of sanitation

2 {alnndmwhiehhas'miﬂﬁ" s | g
h”‘. Visited HMimy‘ But ,ﬂpﬂrﬁ from #‘I;: r. ir:l X ‘-“.‘ ganpitary con

- D

i ry . : t is
‘only.impegigone"® “Onclusively that trad0 Weg S} R Lsen catubilishod.
> h.(hn;:idx :.?el;d to ity ex.pansion is?he M; _' ‘:"I;" f ' has not b%;_ nt;. regard to the rival advantages of a seafaring hfe and cultivation of
8urded as coptqiy tﬁtbwmdﬁ with S e th 4i81' 1 hlave already indicated what the natuﬁe dof tl:le soil lg w}'lhen the jungle is
Dore ment: will em e soil, he so-called gardens, which are
oted above, Reform is undon : i cleared, and the gradual abandonment of the 8o g y really paddy

: o at the cost of enormous labour by previous generations
flats ant(lil ‘Ze.re eiﬁ(:g;yh:‘sageen found more profitable than cultivation. On the other
shows Ma %?:terbotham has most clearly pointed out in paragraph 37 of his letter
h“ndt;d r'-th Government Order, dated 18th December 1889, No. 665, Political, that the

1 ?ooeoanut trees is already ample ; while the Board in paragraph 2 ( ¢) of its
supply © (Land Revenue), dated 11th June 1889, No. 401, has recognized the
Pwdmthg o capacity of the island for producing sufficient food-supply for its inhabi-
fact that tierly inadequate. I would therefore, under these circumstances, most
tants 18 ulil as}f why a part of the population should be diverted against their will

sea;f,;rin life which gives the men constant em loyment and is healthy and
from a seal t§ cultivation of a barren soil under conditions which would tend to
remunerative ds of the men and bring men, women and children really near the star-
make Sll;gg;;ch at present they show no Sgns. The women have already as much
vation of W facture as they can manage, and deducting the number of men who
coir to m&nu a in ships, the remainder left I .the island is only sufficient to furnish

t: t%:e mis boats, Mas fishing is carried on every day of the year except
crews for d during the height of the monsoon ; and the ordinary take for each boat is
Fndnﬁs?)!:) fish a day. In paragraph 40 of his report referred to above, Mr. Winter-
2me :nts out thatan island  nina” of rice worth one anna and a half exchanges for
bo pown 8 skins of coir or 8 cocoanuts or 8 pieces of

: : smoked mis * fish, that the profits on coi
N:“%ex)ﬁsh weigh from 7 to 114 pounds and cocoanuts are inﬁnitesipmal and :ﬂi
and each fish is cut up into two or lour pleces  ¢he profits of mAs fish amount to about !
acoording to size. 400 per cent. The computation has refer- y
ence to the Calicut market alone and the islanders informed me that their smoked
fish fetches far higher prices at Singapore and certain other places with which they
4
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54. The questions of continuing the monopoly and of the settlement have alread
been temporarily decided and it appears to me that any further discussion of them ii
this report is unnecessary as the islands are still merely under attachment. The two

aestions are, however, inseparably connected with each other and at present the
islanders are strongly opposed to any change. They are also resolved never again to
submit themselves to the rule of Sultan Ali Rajah of Cannanore.

55. In conclusion, I would remark that whatever system of administration
may be adopted eventually, no system can be carried out satisfactorily unless the
Collector of Malabar or the Collectors of Malabar and South Canara are provided with
the means of visiting the islands at frequent intervals in person or by deputy. On
the one hand the occasional loan of the steamer provided for the pearl fisheries has
led to a very perfunctory discharge of the duties connected with the islands and it
will be found on almost every such occasions that work had to be left undone because
the steamer could not be detained ; on the other hand, the expenditure incurred in char-
tering a steamer from the British India Company for one trip alone would almost be
sufficient to buy a steam yacht, and 1 Bl.lbmlt, ipr consideration, a rough specification
prepared with the assistance of the Chief Engineer of the Kisina, of a vessel which
would be admirably suited to the purposes required. The vessel should be of 150 or
900 tons burden, copper-bottomed, double bottom fore and aft, ballast tanks forming
the double bottom ; light draught 5 feet, deep draught 10 feet ; bunker capacity for
1.000 miles to steam 8 or 0 knots ; two masts with fore and aft sails; light fore deck
forward ; room on deck for three Kuropean passengers, two officers and two engineers
forward and ten crew aft, Engine room and declf stores_complete. It I am correctly
informed a steamer of this description would be built by Messrs. Fleming and Ferguson
Engineers and Shipbuilders, Paisley, whose speciality is engines of small compass i

eat power, at a cost of under £42000 and when not required for the inspection of the
islands would be useful for a variety of o.ther objects. : Thus_ for instance there is a
complaint in the Forest Department tha}: little Yevenue 18 der:wed from teak saplings
in Malabar and the steamer 1 have described could well be utilized for conveying thice
saplings and other timber to places where the market is brisk.  Again, it will be seen
$rom the island administration report that the prices realized for coir at Calicut are
depressed and one cause certainly is lack of competition. If as I have suggested the
quality of the coir is improved, better markets mlght be found at Caleutta and B ombay.
1n this case the steamer would be most useful in helping to increase the revenue

derived from the islands. At the same time, in addition to the original outlay, the

expenses
account, but there can be 1
absolutely essential for their prope

of officering, manning and maintaining the steamer must be taken into
e no doubt that constant eommunication with the islands is
r administration and ultimate development.

Excrosure No. 1.

, COTES ., to the Su erintendent, Government Central Museum, M ' '
From E. C. 00TES, Esq, Jo b0 seum, Calcutta, 15th May 1891. o s o= g

dated 5th instant, on the subject of a disease attacking ococoanut trees in the

Your letter‘,h
Laccadive Islan . &
The specimens have safely arrived and I find the leaves thickly hoset with voccid seal
inseet which would be quite sufficient to account for the injury reported. =
1 have not ed in identifying the species to which the scale insect belongs, 50 have

gent on some of the specimens to New d to Mr. Maskell who has made a special study of .

the occides and will probably be able to identify the species.
Areca catechu palms in the Bombay Presidency have lately been sufferi i
attack of the mﬁm chionaspis aspidistree, but, as?a.r as I can xynak'e, out, :l?en sgél::l‘il:leyifmm
belongs to & very distinct spectes. X . Soirssict
t:E)sle most anccessful method of destroying scale insects is generally agreed to comsist in

spraying them with kerosine and soap emulsious, but I am not in a position to say to what extent
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the ; . ‘m’"‘ThiB ltem Oonsti » weli 1299, 1300.
Islands . tutes by far s | RS. A. P, ES. A. P.
the folly and the quantities Y far the most { ven ;
wing state . thereof - U 1mportant source of re e 25 - hased by the Collector at
s " iported during the last six years are SIVEEEE ok i 5 uh?;'hpdsmﬁcgﬁew&‘:t gt ¢
A ¥ s uantity left by the du vl
X ‘ . (10) Vauo of rico brought back by the Sub-Col
3 : Quantity &, Sphad ¢ lector from Androth in December 1 8 0 0 s
\N\\ 3 o Sn.l.old at Oalio?t nde:i"ltockmd noe
M i A . Wl! 0 unex
\\xi r:::! rltr:'}l Fasli A Fasli s' 36 etKeu over to the islands by the Collector i19 15 0
B Bt Bt K10 B Tanuary LU0 ... il M
3 Amathi cDe. T i (12) Amount paid to certain ship-wrecked men 0
3 Ai‘",,ﬁ“"""" SRl 295 e”x"sz‘ n:'n ons. — *® Amini island, but subsequently recoupe B 35 8 0
tm g :3 Tk el I8 246 | 258 P from Provineial revenue . g4 ot
e S 278 g’- 487 :‘,: 365 a8} (13) Portion of advance made to the "
v . & 25 10 % 1 265 270 ;:; 4“7 - 'i F t assistant and oompoundgr who pt,h g
B T :.c'sTTu?";“; 3 g o e i mﬁvm“ from bem W p10 8 1271210
i ey . - ] f monthly instalmen L AL -
It will be : , 0 L e | pase| rem| + 19| T ngi p (14) Pay of thz il:liud establishment on the main- 814 5
ﬁm Mu ed that the totq] ; TS ¥ é B (18) El:nd refun&ledtoﬂ(llettmsmy i BN 580 O
with im % Compared wi * unports dy fasli exhibite® h ings of Minicoy detenus B A8 8T s vn
ruled mports of fag); 1 Pk ﬂl the average of lthmge aslis 1299 and 1300 {5 b (16) Value of jaggery brought from Minicoy .-

-

Total ... 1,692 0 5 807 8 4
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1300 were gg, By oding | he’collection of fasli 1300 were1es% : & :

) e, | . | ’ . S % lue of toy boats, &e., made by the

* veaes The large &&iaélm_m%&!w% %sl.’fég-. The average prices realized ¥ | i A iy 8 s e v land under the orders of Govern.

Years is merely noms > be dthe ;1 b the previous year. Y bt FAe mmga&;tel:::hd‘g;g;b::r 1:8; No. 665, The amouut was rep?lld to thm under
i1y nominal, being g8 Collections of fuo psequent % ment, Bre-sor F cloths
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i to
1297 as

Gblained in paragraph
int

1 AL 2T

. oA . .t - g : _ i : ‘n g .II %. . A
7&‘ ﬁi““““ oy arg gm0y and by M. T

'
e R g Iy j
3 ¥ R

2t Fasli 1299,
,- d‘B N :.0‘- P.
wvered from s 0 10 0
‘1' . ‘m .“Aﬂ E "' 9 . B
by boat-sheds on t"’
"B o R 100
from the :
oo 'éji) $ow *

o i g
Bas Twe: "

W lm 310

L0383 iy 1on > Under this b cl‘amonl'hﬂ‘n"-"s"»"[;f
" argd ) d Re. 6,707 in 1208. The Wrde Sl
: h"mm&tmfomd in fasli 1‘ othe

wigg ot
Wmﬂuﬂfm no remarks
Mudﬁd under .“mndriel”m” TRl |

gt vgs T ET Gl e

6 of Mr. Winter!

. 28&1& 1890 No. o h.'
oy , No. 275, Political. ®U™
: ﬁ . Wfﬁbo fo'ﬂnd_ini,ly mtpw .

gs. A P

1 m-o -.'I
CRE
PO B

A

A o |'?:’r1"l";‘ o 1
. M

been in fasli 1298 a large SOO% fhock,

PRI ey B
x> .‘i "_. 'v 1

iy

4

- other articles. '
9. Charges.—The direct charges incidental to t

consist chiefly of payment of P

connected with the pe

nation except those following un

on

apoly

Y Saite d

ish: i d on the islands an
rees Bt mmntam:iodical expeditions to
island funds, and the balance left after meeting

e f peshkash arrears.
towards the liquidation ol P der the hetj.

he administration of the islands
articles and the cost of the

the maimland. Potty charges

the islands are also debited to the
the necessary expenditure is credited
None of the items require any expla-
d * Sundries,” the details of which are

during fasli 1300 were Rs, 35,8 14 as

. : a
furnished below. The movopoly PAtes Bloogt, ¢.gi 1298 and are detailed in the

against Rs, 36,606 in fasli 1299 and Rs.

subjoined statement—
s ; : 7 Establishment and miscellansons
Price ‘palumdr““-‘ charges.
L, e Establish-| Cherges
i toi on Freight
Coir.  (Cowries| TEIOr"" | Total z.;?;‘““ o] on Custom
charges. |o; idands. e Bevm, 0
9 3 4 5 6 7 8
RS, RS, HE. BS. )
RS, " ll.l’ " 7 517 2 RS,
4 S -+ =~ 6,413 568 P M
. 41 10,631 466 i ,
d B o { Sl f g 9,426 460 4§
3 46 11,138 403 49 =
11,092 . 11568 200 s o
% 1;.3:: ‘:: AR W+t 7 i .
B 8138 | 209 a 8,407 673 156 -
A% SRR . . A 596 132 11
- . L gL sl 509 156 . 104
-~ . . . 732 = e "188
i : . v . 848 U e e
e |- 88,268 407 41 36,606 3,491 181 11
| ssaes| o8| .. 35,804 | 3,267 v i 138
- | 20,070 132 :o[ - 29,228 { 2,045 1,226 m <
6
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i3 S urdt-l 3  { Gompea- : U8y
l SriLE ' Pid on | 3 mﬁ* Repay- | t paid in A
il behalf | Sum. | | Amiadivg | ment of | Hawidation of Grand
8 dria | Toh | pask ana | PRy poshkash | | Total
AT "‘iW: 'T B P (1 | onals kv
: Jks S e T | : : 4 - 1
__%__ , o m ment. W' Inter-
e —— | u TL‘F-‘— s
*N]S !ﬁ-ﬂ_lm e 13 1 15 16 17 ‘Ti"
gy i it SR ST BT € el B |
' --{ﬂ‘gm RS S U R e Sl gl e o
Ralpeai in 1m0 .| S o i e - % ; 1&'35
: ..V Faslitzee '*| S IS0 (e ! : 9.94%
x. :“" St "'..‘ . ve ¥ ol B m e . e 1 - l'lw
iniony ., {Menlcaey-- | oo 4 TP o deoddoan]iagy . 2 128
SRR O - M 4 B e I R e £
et T | ] sG] L R
Total 4““‘ | _eor| 28291 5250 | g9 2,343 | alg '“!: .
b | 830\ vau [ ares | s A18 | "ol | 108 | Saees i
o 1,257 | o 5,250 y $ _\
o = 8 308 ad 2000 | woes | ThEE
. S 86,7
. 5,613 | 44,100 | 7954
.‘v(‘ A
dries ” are as noted
Fasli 1200, Pugli 1300.
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‘have, at the end of each year,
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ereof up to the end of fasli 1300. The arrears have

the usual rate of 6

been utilized in
tained in their Proceedings printed with G.O.,

5, Political. The balance cutstanding on 1st July 1891

per cent. and all available balances
the reduction of arrears in accordance

amounts to Rs. 35,185-10-0 :—
% . ab Amount of ! e
Particulars mourit 0 interest at _ &
: ; ArTEATS. 6 per cent. per Surplus income. Remarks.
- anpum.
Amount of a o RE. A P. RS. A. P. AN
5 rrears on 1st July 1889 (i.e -] 43,348 sl 2,600 9 9 3
R §wpke
_,"""""." h:;‘”" available for crediting towards . . 23,943 1 6
' to ba Muowdo;;«:: o Fecys 21,3¢2 13 8
ing int principal after pay- ‘, . pes
o e
" Peishcust Balance of cipal .. | 22,000 10 3 - 43
i} for fasli 1209 .. " mp‘l 9,750 0 11 33 s
Fé pl— —
W ey Potal arrears on 1st July 1890 .. 31,760 11 2 1,905 0 & s Tuterest
© Surplus incomo available for B erwiris % 4. 8226° 2 9 | 1300, et ayis
. of peishoush on ist July 1801, . ’
e mm’ﬁuﬁp‘lgﬁu pay- 6,315 2 1 7\ A
’ = Balanee of principal .. M.M—i 91 58 e
| Pelhouds for fuli 1900 o0 e 9750 0 11 ol s
A : o e g S
SR Total arrearson 1st July 1891 .. 35,185 10 0 o "

A%
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Rs. 473-4-4) in accordance

March 1890, No. 170 (Land

aken from G
end of the

f.llowing loans to the aggregate amount of

yaners % Loans from Government.—The 1 8 ,
~ Ra. 30,000 were t overnment as 2 emporary Teasure and were all

year. The loans carried interest at 6 per cent.

Dute of loan.

with paragraph 9 of the Board’s Proceedings, dated 22nd
Revenue) i— W .
. Interest l Total. l Date of Npﬂymex:.— T

g
§
g
!
g

12th Angust 1880,

As By *
e 6T B8, 8.1« 109835 §
. WP, ot o ¥ L8 0 3119 9 .| Loz b 5th June 1891,
AL o R B B -t i - o = '

b “{ o000 0 0 ity e .

Aﬁhﬂ‘y“ll”l B 15.000 oo | ns i | eaa sl Do.

April 1891 S B e o

s .. i i e
R ap L Tkl i f. 90008 0, O 473 4 ‘?‘l‘”v‘"» K1oh

Mr. Twigg in G.O.,

under review Messrs. Winterbotham

V. AP ¢ i " 1 i
;! 54 4o {he islands.—During the period e
‘Mr. Winterbotham’s report has been

in G.0., No.

14. Financial resulls.

| yment of peisheush ar
of Rs. 23,943-7-5 and in

d Twigg and myself visited the islands.
sorded 665, dated 18th

dated 27th March ]
—The finane

7 be gauged by the amount of surplus.
n rears and these were -

fasli 1300 to‘t_he-;éiten't of Rs. 8220-2-9. The decrease
¥ fasli 1300 appears at*first sight to be startling; but such

December 1889, and the furn:
1890, No. 173, Political. o ¥ v gt |
ial result of the administration of the i

revenue which has been mndgre?zv‘:};ﬁ:
cleared in fasli 1299 to the extent

in the surplus revenue 0
 variations ave usual, as will be scen from a comparison of the previ
variations are us 18 Wikl | sl previous years’
mmgngm in the coir. market and the possibility of non-recovery within ¥he?e£ %}u;%s
prices of coir sold lafe in the season tend to disturb the equilibriam of the islans
ance and must always be borne in mind 1t estimating the relative results of the
- '\, vﬁm: = ey gt fl-., e H ‘~ # 4. : ."vt"‘ 0r v 4
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Cha. X, LB, RS, A. P.

10,489 13 0
400

10,530 13 ©
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uly 1889 to 80th June 1890 (fasli 1299)-
/ : " e Mainland Total.

= 4

CEsaEaTE s v Quantity- Cost
Cost % ‘,go:;u cweisgt. or charges.
r/-
10 n | e e s
4_,_.-—'-._—-———""" u.ki- o cyl-l»ﬂ- RS. A, P.
abe. i B us. & P ovs. M
9216 14| 1,082 2 8
Alae s SR S 1,883 3 12 | 84,788 11 10
E e SR et - 131618 | 287 4 7
.su': o e SR .
4 - - _____—-—P“-—- v o v
" ___.__.-——-"_—'
. ; ; 9 15 16 | 36,158 3 1
d i W - LI e '42'{ 00
,l” 010 e ':: o ¥ 0 o”
Y49 2 0 - 2 -
- . y i
& 'y 36,606 3 1
Claser 20| - 5 e
- Y 2 - I’/-V ] 5
4 NO.
Y 55,871 1 o 3
% 13718 1 o+ 137 13 1
‘» §d jor 1 0f o 3,397 010
A a8 2 93 7 9
-—;-:'——T_'_
o 2413 10
¥ k. 5215 0
’ - .. 94 10 0
2 s 8 8 0
- -ﬂ#‘k“ ‘\#” -
: : s - 180 14 10
Litadeo . 8 g 520 11 8
£ B e e x,?: i . 1,314 12 7
[ T e AT -
ML 2508 36 © - 5,764 13 0
4 .
. 5,260 00 LE ';’50 [ ]
= 23,943 7 b ] 23,043 7 6
k ] ”tl“ 75 e “'1” 7 5
e 31,729 6 6 3% 71,664 7 6
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i 1300).
from 1st July 1890 to 30th June 1891 (fosli 1300)
» inland. Total.
AR Mi icoy: . ‘ = &
peni. PR o sl e
——— & ¥
—-——-—-—-———“'—"""/ - : Quantit; Amount £ :
g ti Amount ity un .
Quantity oA,““m: gﬁgﬁ or value. or weight. or value. : ‘
or value. or weight- e aelii £
/ NE
e 13 14 15 483
0 S R e SR ey 1 %
/ e 1 | TP B LB RS, &, ® Al 3
ps. A P Sl
P “‘:{’;’
|t,f, *
& * g5 613 3,07110 2 i I
7 141316 628 510
“ErTedt g 314| 690 410
af 1,197 8 19 | 37,733 15 10
s 60 13 2| 1,801 4 ©
_____.—._—-"""'_"' -
W 1,577 6 7| 43,825 8 8
s 520| <427 3 8
. o 0,84 820 0
/—'7
& 45,284 12 4
i ’
0.
56,535 | 1,149 6 9
3 " 4391 8 7
3 S 31513 0
* 52 4 0
o . 34 410
e e 61 8 0
13610 8L v 6,512 3 6
5250 0 O ¥ 5,250 0 0
30,000 0 © i 30,000 0 O
35,260 0 0} 35,250 0 0"
35,386 11 8| . | 86,046 1510 °
> Ty :




ol i a1 - —
i v : ol M ¢ o = ’
AT S & eih , bkl 3 : ‘ e e N -,a«%ty
o TN 34 3 b £ 1 ¥ % ki ’ i R e T -;Jl
e 7 3 LT By ud ; -
+ g hoT sl L EA o v ¥

‘ :"\4 ; 3 ~33 X

i A% ;‘_’;{,ﬂwmw
by 20m Fron e —~ | e oo Fasauarx 1892, No- 150, Pourmiost 51
:" ’ No. IL “

O _ Smamusr B showia Esomm% " from Ist July 1890 to 30th Ju° 1691 (fosli 1300)-
5 ey : h“&“““@td&eh@vel 5t o

e o

Mainland. g BUeeL

Minicoy-

B < 3 / Jost ! Quantity Cost or

Eaveesihl. PTG 7 A B SRR d Cost or Quantity jrives z:' or n::ighc. charges.
; e Quantity | or weight. g
- 3 Cost or or weight: charges

charges- ] - 15

. 14 ' .
e - 2 2 e R o | g

{
\
|

Cost Quantity Cost i‘ .
or charges, | or weight. | OF s - <

10

! Ry # ______,———"__,..-—-—-"‘ e 1 gy

] ¢ 1 - T ; - R 28 A P. CD8. M. LB.
6 - P mu, 1B

i

Ccps, M, LB. B8, A P.

i
TR
Fllor s
o

= ~ | eonwoin T A
%8 A. ».| ops.w. 8. | B A . !

"
(5.0 ; ad o5 496| 802 6 5 P b
e - . 1,347 10 18 | 33,485 13 1 A
24 - AR Sl o ¥ g7 pee 6013 2| 1,200 14 7 |
i £ :;' N : ‘me . ol .. .o g 4
iy

. " & > : a‘“ ' 3 T.m 0 1 o e __-—;:‘_'—/——
% 717 7| 98 3 Sl & S 7 52l 1451310} WS e i 85,498 3
: 8741 5 8| 463 o}:‘ m:;;lg : i e et o 1,433 818 &
TN RS RYS : ; Geg1s 3| 11 2 LS5 e, ‘ - e o 305 7 0
N e SRR W 1;5 : ' witid : ’ I | sgi22e| susr1s O ’F b gxgag e
ol ~ 042 2 11| ass o 710848 0 S  7is15| 26811 O A o P '

rs e “ .. . WS e
011 112 0of © 7 8 TR IS S ieTad

[ s W

-
"
W TR

Ry ) ] : | sty ; 85803 9 1 +
. p: it .,  c— % )
0 0 8 5 - - Lo "'."‘ 1’, > - . ; 2 ae

i : " ‘ %

. W'll g it
.;," i) = ; M-

\
\

‘ NO. : 52,048 104 1 5
- : ’ ) ! 5 L
@ Y X sa0i | 104 . , : 198 2 11

108 211 .
# . ‘ , o D 2 3,204 9 6
Loy - { R SRR 4 ‘g0 S| ot 5 627 4

' el 10 ;e
.
W ‘ . v ,___.—_——.'
t x
‘ 'V it 45110 0
. p :“.‘ l“ 0,9 > ' 268 0 C
| | 3 R 27 1 8
8 | i i
. | 156 0 0 % 746 11 8
i 5 ¢ 727 210
. /5 a7 210 N
| ‘5‘- gz o 1 - ‘:m 12 o
| Lo e
3 : 3 9 2 6,200 15 8
1 'lﬁﬁ 2,529 y
i ¥ _ :
| et
| ;-.‘:
250 0 0 oo | 8280 0 0 *
i b ‘ ao,m B e 30473 4 4
; . 20
\ :
j 1 43943 7 1 . 43,043 7 1
647210 3} . 86,046 15 10
" -1
i
; 4 35 ‘n s * :
et v .
i : :
__.:
; o
— ".:_‘7 :‘; .-‘ : 4 >

o
. '{-‘-ﬁ'«
A
"
“
.



R it

M‘ W
- " 33
929ra FEBRUARY 1892, No. 150, I’omm,—u.

R e 2

32 291w Frsruany 1892, No. 150, PoviTicax.

= PR R . T VRN S

A AL
o o A P S SIS

} L
Resolution—dated 18th November 1891, No. 656.

The first letter read above contai i i .
by - read at ins Mr. Dumergue’s very interesting report of a8
g:!;i ;?althe Laceadive islanids and to Minicoy. With lh:ysecoml he forwards the
i l3008tat’i‘ll1::nts connected with the administration of these islands for faslis 1299

8e papers will be submitted for the information of Government.
2. Mr. Dumer

gue has gone thoronghly into the circumstances of each island and has
redressed such grieva J ’ x i i R |
56 ating of AI{,;I nees as were brought before him, among other things dismissing

droth, Kavarathi and Minicoy for oppression and fraud.
. 3. He has besides introd

it

A e S

i for the existing serew-
unless some s_ubstltute o o

et h bt o the s and. ot S S0 oy f Gl e e

pine s provided it s {VCL L nd tho Board hinks B othr should consult the

S n mppors of OSSR emain for the present, but the Lo -e}\and a consignment of

nnder-gmwthfm;y thi:e‘f;f)wh;s Cirele in view to0 gend to the1s

Conservator of Fores

> be suited to the
ina, korakapalli babul or such other secds as may be
cashew-nut, casuarina, >

i 7 stitut for the USeLess
iti f th case for distribution to the mhmdere to SUbbtltll e
(htlons 0 e 1

o oiven, recommends the
for the reasons therein given,
6. In paragraph 52, the (lollector, for

of a hand-power spinming-jenny into Androth as an experi-

", A | 1 ion 1 4] : sary steps.
ced R a o : urchase and introduety llector should take the neces. 2 ;
these islands which are noticedubelowa-.-fe sl et admlmstratloq . pment, This may be appl‘owdv at" v %CO  draws attention to tlhe deswabtll]:fy :nd,r %
. : h, the Collector dra . : Q0NS § matter 18
y > (a) The sham‘I z syst(*m under which the ¢ padhi~padhi  erown lands in Kava- 7. In the same Iﬁ.‘me gleaP ,it ¢ blasting passages lﬁg) ther asg y ool ‘t S
1 - rathi have been hitherto managed being found unac ptable to the islanders the Collector the case of. Androth, no"_‘issry ommend th?.t the Pub Weo kt Dtpom' tv "tﬂl athe llt de
18 has now substituted fo it vstem of Gy iy L Ay ntv one on which the Boa nartment might per aps P
it ears, but subj It a system of cowles granted free of assessment for twenty : . 2 rdr Wf t“ adt eLc : ig h be depu ed tomvesug h
' 15;9 fu 1)1 t subject to the condition that the several plots assigned to the cowledars should be consulted ; an ﬂi_ce o
! » > h (l pa

¥ planted vp with cocoanut trees in fiv

} e iod e years, and that at the end of the cowle
) - Period, a rent of 10 “ palams ™ of coir should be paid for each tree in bearing. This

_ arrangement was accepted by the islanders, and all'the lands have aecordingly been
e occupied by them. Th

subject on the oceasion of e neﬂ; 1111:;3 Colleotor pleads that for the proper adminis-
] %

i 8 i ans of visiting them at
8. In his eox;ch(;dm}?epzauldp be provxded vr‘:(::mtrggngethe e o - Bl et
tration of the islands,
Y

d he decide on, but it
Y ; or by deputy, 2% gor Government to ok
Collect is acti b d, and the N nent intervals in person tter is one Re. 14.000 a month is too
b Board supports it, B R e e T 15 S ,mmer for the Pmo:;e s‘;};:em aof hiring athﬂ;: rt:t;e:)end on, or rather to interfere
3 . (%) The annual lease of the four islets—Bangaram, Tinnakara, Parli and Kalpi- ‘53;‘ , certainly is.true tkutxtremély inconvenient t :d specially for the Tm.nevelily iea" ;
i thi—attached to the island of Agathi being found too short to encourage any attempt N costly, and that » 18; of the steamer plu'Oha‘:vill be costiy and 18 not likelyto he 10
e to replace dying trees was changed to one of twenty years, subject to the condition that A with the proper © hand, a DeW steamer ¥ . o to the islands. On the whole,
the lessee should plant a given number of trees any;xﬁully.’ . s el fisheries. On the Oth;r fr:m’ the occasional “:?; necessary expense. The islands
3 3 () A desire being expressed by the islanders to learn English and Hindustani TR very much use, ap2 reoommends }t{! Purohaﬁem.ym d for proper a,dmlnlstl'atl();l gn%
B as being of wider use than Malayalam, the Collector has arranged for the teaching of el VR however, the B actually British territorls o sre than merely an annual Visi
d ' ?Ilndl}stgani in addition to Malayalam in Androth and for the teaching of English also R will pl‘opﬂbly soon in case of B ty, some & e 2 k
i in Minicoy. In the former the work has been entrusted to the newly-appointed A s prompt, interference o 0 the leaf-disease, which did such
B gumastah on a total salary of Rs.’ 25 a month, and in the latter, the hospital compounder ER is required. 5. the Collector mporh ¢ bas again broken out in the latter
‘ bas agreed to teach the boys for a sum of Rs. 20 a month. The latter has also : 9. In pnragﬂ‘Ph . nd Androth®in 1876, tual removal, he secured specimens
d been promised result grants. ‘These arrangements commend themselves to the Board. i terrible havoe i K§lpem o ome remedy for its eﬁe:he Superintendent of the Central
. The Collector intends to place on a better footing the education of boys at Kalpeni, - [ island, and thnttod‘scoveri’ and sent them to . tendent of the Indian Museum,
,f v ; Kavamthif.and. Agathi, ggmre schools do_exist, but where the attendance has not been Py of diseased leaves 1;11 IEOﬁW*:’r ded them t0 the ’Sﬁgsr;hat the leaves are thickly beset
¢ very satisfactory. . e S S e T , M who 101 ter has rep . account for the injury
pe - % . o T 4 . ] useunm, Al he lat . sufﬁﬁleﬂt to A =
. : 4. In his letters disposed of in Board’s-Proceedings, dated 20th e pation. be quite i ects is generall
A S a0t madk XM Jwns USSR AEy: W Wenderbcthnos: reportad tﬁ?ﬁls@» Oaloatts, fo¢ O sect which would D dhod of destroying uﬁ';fonfs e iy
trade with Minicoy was entirely in the hands of one Dom Malikhan, whe i with ooemm; that the most "‘Mthheminemd soap 3‘: 2 i Poad regrets,
e consequence, able-to charge m«:}g prices, and " that the foodgy, . was, 1n reported, mmfh"?"ymg-them o palms with soap suds;
L2 insufficient, and he therefore suggested that this monopoly should bo Joeire ) oy agreed to SORSE L inge @ jungle & B the disease. , :
T that merchants from the mainland should bhe encouraged to e destroyed, and impractica ﬂ:t nothing can be done ot the abolition, if some financial sub-
A « * Later on, however, in his report printed in G trade with the islands. ey .

| . P overnment Order, 4y
0 1889, No. 665, he said that it was only fair to ) —raer, dated 18th December
would probably defy foreign tition, and 0 Lom Malikhan to his prices

T he had “ndel'-l‘ategy])am Mmflm »and that in the opinion i o

§ previously express&da

.. taxes, that on fishing boats and
D il: Elecop{;ll-t:;: As he says the amount
Fo the figures as follows :—

and the extent to which hig pﬁmm#i‘the difficulties he

' all, for T e g
The tia . had to contend againsty produced 18 ST T mh Bengal.

e tter was aooormé,)] )m 3 ept down by wefear of loeal lynohblﬂWd oy B8,
the next visit of inspace: 07 fo e specially reported on, on the occasion of -
the conclugior. 1., .15Pection ; and the Coll £, . 6 g e i = 4 as

conclusion he has come i3 tha ector now refers to it, in his paragraph 407 T e i

ter at all, and that 18 that there is no need for Government to interfere in the Fasli .

Sl Jhe T The Board thinks,
short . 300 = . ble restriction on trade.
Ly Bo loft over fon " interference, no good can be done, The matter . an undesirab

» ds ithout waiting to find a sub-

; : - . . at once withou ]
el ety S i Y g e e 2L 2 e

10% be los llghtdhy bt Py et inted amin o coy, the ; — hri& At the . _ -
- In the Proceedings co ®inspecting officers. stitute 10T "= o s, s the financial results of the administra-
d that the serey-. &S quoted i_‘»%.ihg_p:eviom aph, it had further been - ot byﬂ!O o Board DOW o tggf:v;:;g 1300. The total income from all the
med for oyltivar: P‘mlﬂiﬂg]eun this island m cleared and the Jand ) The ¢ two faslis, 1299 99 and Rs. 50,797 in the following fasli,
R s e e resent repdrt, however (paragraph 47), the Collector IR " ~tion during the PutRs 66,314 1M fashi :'zholeaof the.ilw:)me was expended in thLe

1allowness of the soil, under-growth of some gort 18 & A islands am"“"é 292 in fasli 1298. The ﬁtemeﬂt annexed. '
the young P.dml_ until they are strong enough 554 n against Rs. T4 will be seen from the s 9

- respective years 88



e

¢y -i'." '\_ = iy /g PR b ;
\;i‘"_ﬁ-v i _ _]‘f : 4?*\! 2 1.{{ J . . ‘:,..7.\‘- g o }P - A . o, e - & Ve b (Y
% :: 3 ‘ . Tﬂa.’i"g- s € S o S AR Lo iy agiieg. 50 _— ; , ey :
g s ey ‘ ' SRt e = ey N G
RS 4 5 | oo ; S
e RN e Ao A
RN s ~ — 29te Fesr 25 e p wﬂw i3
- Faseuary 1892, No. 150, Posmicar oL g | | s i1
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B L e A2 , ¥ - : B
| 8) Mede = ——— _.—_=.—.- 7 e 2. Rece’ipts.——‘l‘he geveral sources of revenue are COir, cowries, tortoise shells, ql j
L AR b s Pasur 1208, -3 =1 - cocoanuts and rents from crow? lands. Nearly the whole of the revenue is derived from § 4
i TR b e pd s  SERIN cd » 11299, Fasu 1300. > the first-mentioned article. Durin the two years, the quantity of coir imported from ° i 4
'z BN 10 7. Al s | Weight | Amount | Weight = E the islands amount to 1,380 and 1,433 candies, respectively, against 1,261 candies = i N
: T Bt i Sl b ‘quantity. | -0 or Amw Wﬁ:" An::# | & fasli 1298, Though the outturn was not lessin the years under notice as compared with &
Y ot AR  Opening balance ] T quantity. | value. | geentity.| veloe- s | ‘ e .12 mount realized by the sale of the article fell off considerabl . ’
G g T balance 1 { , fasli 1298, the a d by y. In fashi .
N e s e A oo &5 ¥ - ; A 1208, the revenue trom this source amounted to Rs. 67,350, while in the year !
:;ﬂ s ‘_".-._:T‘j_ m“um , '» Wit 1 %) --' et i RS DS, BA. 'i::" nnder notioe it amounted ‘0nly tO'BB. 55,.54‘5 a»nd Rs. 43,826, respectively. The ;
S N L g‘ Jour's stosk ol Wi e f 53 R | ‘5 ~ decrease Was due partly to the low prices obtained for the article in fasli 1300,but chiefly - |
L R Sech ey v SPNIR : 2 » g abeanco of & large stock in hand il both the years, for at the commencuren of 4
S AR Y I A i“u 'l WLy ;?‘:ﬂ stoek sold in the | B 350 2 - 3,970 ) ;,ga' 8 - fasli 1298, the qnantity of unsold coir pf the previous year amounted to a little over 3
PRI S RN R e e 1,066 1 _ i2sa 15 ¥ A 1.000 candies, while in the corresponding period of fasiis 1299 and 1300, it amounted ' 2
i ' 5 '!-u L a8 W 51,648 Lo | w0998 : o;ﬁy to 124 and 99 eandies, respectively. The decrease in fas i 1300 is also accounted 3
. PP o T 3 gl . for by the fact that the value of.ab.out 156 candies of coir sold at the end of the year ':
PANRTHIL) e m 1,419 | 66,645 | 1,377 | W; ;’, for Rs. 5,030 was not realized within that year. b . 3 i1
i F 1 3 ik “r;.f
> R ' .":' "‘ 8 | o0 a. 'ﬁ .o= g% ‘g . _-'3 The‘other items of revenue are small, or the variations under them as _compared ‘_a»
‘ o s | a il = with fasli 1298 are not large and do not 68_11 for rexpark. The amount realized under -
g by ¥ a0 b o ' g & fines,” however, was considerable in fasli 1299 ; 1t Was due to the heavy penalties 13
s 4 Lok B .38 41 3 imposed on cortain islanders of Minicoy and Androth having been levied in that year. 34
132, 1,931 “ 585 1 A 2 g The 'mcome om po _m was small in {asli 1300 as Gompal‘ed with the two preceding é‘l
e o j ars.- This was owing to the pon-recovery of the full demand due for that year, the 44
X { E : d ylsnders having refused to pay the tax at the enhanged commutation rate fixed by the 34
o2 LR i amin without authority. The Collector has sinee directed that the collections should 3'3
66,314 o 3R g be made at the recognized rate. : . . 5k
-’i—"“'-j‘)- ¥ 3 o . . & L & i
By s 18, Ulwrgoa.——'rhe bulk of the expenditure. occurs in the payment of («) mono- i -
3 ialbies | A poly prices, chiefly of eoir; (b) of establishment € ges; (¢) of charges on account of o .
M e ‘ 3 | 5 peﬁbdi ol visits t0 the islands; and (d) of _p_?ﬁment of Municipal tax on account of . 4
S .7_-3 b q’ ! 1 3o ¢ IL“'-- » Sulm Aﬁ Bﬁjaho' The sxpendi ] der h@aqs amounted to Rs. 42,371 and :
B Nt Vg = : Y LT g SH Re. 42,104 against Bs. 35,382infasli 1298. Excluding the charges shown above from =
ek e Agre: ¥ o B the total receipts, the net revenue in each of the*}g ‘g:ﬁgs amountre:d. to Rs. 23,943 and 43
b == ”* — = ' - .' = 2% L i 69 res ectivel an thesa ms were ‘pal ovemmen l'n Pal't p.ayment Of i B
‘ . m mve. | as 10 3 ey 5 g f{:ﬁ g;sh%ash pand intz;est due to it. The Brrear of peshkash still remaining to be RE
iy e ,‘ BT (TR RE L) ¥ paid was Rs. 35,185 or more than 34 years’ peshkash at the end of the fasli. ,{;
| : ; (True Copies and Extract.) N
; : (Signed) H. A. 8IM, . ;q
- bt .. ; , g i S Acting, Secretary., : i
‘ ] o the Qh\eﬁomtﬁ to Government, 'Pohtwal Depﬁrtment. \
-n‘-.‘vl“.:i'j 23 - (}()Mer of &bﬂl'. i ,l “
| o Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenuse Department:
| b -U ‘ . 3 = 5
R pposn—dated 2010 Pebruary 1892, No. 150, Political. 4 &
¢ B L " The Government has read with interest Mr. Dumergue’s report of his visit to the : )
'q . "--__ b I_‘ccad'lve islﬂnd-e- b 3 \
1 . g The Goveror in Council trusts that the persons selected by the Collector as
{ ~ Amins of Minicoy, Androth and Kalpenh, 1% lace of those whom he has dismissed
. “ ¥ 'mb‘ found .eﬂlﬂble of discha their duties. In the case.of the island first
; B o appeintment of Dom e 2 must be regarded as an experiment, the B
i | e results of whicl only time will show ; 1638 hOpt'ad that they will prove to be happy. M=
] | Sl X The system of temporary free grants in Kavarathi, subject to conditions of :
] et planti and payment of a rent of 241b. of coir on each fertile tree when a i :
. e m zﬁ e ORON be wel . period of
} S _ been ed, appears t0, well devised, and the Collector’ ion i
h 4 WWYM . ) ! r's action in
¥  introducing the arrangement at once is approved. i% ,
: 3 - £ e 10
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