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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 4

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Bup..-'vthe-following paper i-— - |

~ From W. HUGHES, Esq.,.ﬁuperintending Engincer, VI Cirelat 30 'the: Clilst
Engineer for Trrigation, Tank. Restoration Scheme, dated Trichinopoly
7th January 1892, No. 1050 M.D. : : )

Wwith reference to the accompanying papers relat:,ing to No. 4, Muthukulam tank
Dindigul minor basin, 1 have the honour to request it may be decided who is to Pa);
the cost of correcting errors made in laying out work in the surplus channel.

9. The maximum discharge over the surplus weir at the r{ght flank of the tank

will be about 800 cubic feet, and_, as the::e was only a Very narrow surplus channel
rovision Was made in the revised estimate, sanctioned in your office as registex’-
o. 280 T.M. of 1889-90, fcr widening it to 70 feet close to the weir and to 50 feet
Jower down- The sections and survey of the surplus channel were cayefully made out,
the latter showing for every few feet in length the land to be taken up. The report
does not explicitly state that no bund was to be formed on the right bank of the channel,
put the absence of a bund on the sections and of provision for taking up land beyond
f the channel leave no room for any mistake.

_ The work was at first in charge of Sub-Overseer (now temporary ove

D N?;rra'nswami Aiyar, \gvho laid it out in November 1890 and did not? insp{;,ct it ?fiz:-z
'w;T a0 his transfex: in December 1890, 0ve;seer Ml:. LaFontaine took charge
<hid measured the work in January 1§91 and submitted a bill much in excess of the
estimate without a word of explanation. Payment was refused and an explanation
was called for on the 7th February. The overseer inspected the work again on the
93rd, under which date the remark appearsin hl.s progress report: “The surplus
channel has yet to be yvu}ened as the estimate provides for widening it 50 feet, but
the greater portion of it 18 only 36 feet wide.” This was the first intimation received

that the work was incomplete as the report called for on 7th February was not sent in

until 10th March. ;
4. Overseer Narrainswami Aiyar, 1n his eXplanati.on, states that he marked out
35 feet at cenire and ?5 feet at ends in the hpq on right of channel. The survey -
“howsél toet as required to be taken up and it is remarkable that the difference of
D foet is verY pearly the width of left bund which has been wrongly cutaway. I am
fully of opinion that the overseer, w.hether. by mistake or intentionally, laid out the
shannel in such a way as to make him entirely responsible for such part of the extra
¢ the work as is due to t.he sprtmg of the line to the left, I think also there
can be 10 ‘oubt that he did give permission to make a bund on the right of the
¢l, but 1 see no reason to believe that he ordered the bund to be made anywhere
within the limits he had_marked out for the clymnel. Hc_a is also responsible for an
nse or trouble which may arise from his not making out at the proper time ¥
G;I:ement of the land to be acquired, g
8 5. Overseer Mr. LaFontaine’s fault consists in accepting and mdiﬁ in & bill

for faulty work and also in taking no measures for acquiring the land until February
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6. It is not necessa : ; o ’
neer’s estimate. Qnly sr Y to carry out all the work provided in the Executive Engi-

B uch portion of the earth on right bank as has to be cut away
i:h‘i{:l? ?tl the channel to 50 feet need be removed. The rest may be left and the land

’ e exmmuin? taken up if the owner desires it. The following is approximately
l'esponsibl:-or_ or which I consider Overseer Narrainswami Aiyar and the contractor

C. FT.

X Ah"‘dy measured exclusi

3 ve of clearin . : | &%
R e R 1 |
ving from right bank and widening channel on right ... 19,416 l
de “ﬁmste e e ;" e ey e e e g‘i:ggg 1 /
Balance ... 43,488 ‘ S

; at Rs. 4 = Rs. 174.

7. As the overseer gave no written orde . _ s %o haadyid

« 2 rs beyond the rough takwari, which 1is
emn:nlomd’rbown;i must judge in part from pmbabilitiez. The invetikrlate habit which so
wro by tes have of refusing written orders so that, when anything 1s done
35 they may be able to throw all responsibility on contractors is a very t evil
and should not be allowed to tell in the favour of those who practise it. Of theabove-

mentioned sum I consider the contractor liable only for Rs. 47, which will be about

: he cost of removin g earth abo i to be widened.
Thé bala R the ground line where the channel has to | ¢
: g = 127 shoul vehink,'be paid b the oversee he should be punished
X - insomeotherway.7 . s v 'e_o .ror e

Onvun—dated 3rd February 1892, No. 817 W., Public Works. ,
P | Gove!hmentagreeg i inion expressed in para. 7 of the Superintending
< ngineer’s letter above reoordlgaﬂ;ﬁd"ﬁ‘i?wm that the sum of Rs. 127 l:ai reo:svered ‘
: membvmrD,Nmmm Aiyar in twelve monthly m;t ﬂn:en 5 ; 3
2. Overseer ¥ T ‘blame in the matter and the remark . :
“not reoomm“ggl;, L:igosm::dﬂ; mt:t his name in the recommendation roll for
the half-year ending 31st December 1891. |

(True Extmt)

Major, R.E,,
Under-Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

T’ ““MW Engm.u-, VI Circle, with twenty-seven enclosures.
I, o II
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