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5t Janvary 1892, No. 18, REVENUE.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture), dated 23rd December 1891, No. 822 :—

Mzr. CLOGSTOUN.

Read—the following letter from J. THOMSON, Esq., Collector of the Chingleput
Distriet, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and
Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Saiddpet,
17th December 1891, Ref. on No. 5658, Eng. :—

I have the honour to submit my report on the state of the distriet for the fortnight
ending with Saturday the 12th instant. :

9. Rainfall—Fairly goed.zain has fallen throughout the district. It Wwas Lieavy
+n Sathiavedu and Madurantakam, each station recording more than 6 inches. The fall
was well distributed, and the average for the district 4-03 inches. That recorded for
the 13th, 14th and 15th being added, the total of the 17 days gives a district average
of 7-46 inches ; the period, 29th November to 2nd December, gives inches 12'7 and that
from 8th to 15th instant inches 6-19.

Within the fortnight the rain did not do much in the way of bringing a supply to
tanks save a few in Madurantakam and in parts of Tiruvallur taluks which are reported
to have filled ; but it and the further three days’ fall has been of incalculable benefit
and has saved the standing crops and given excellent assurance of their harvest. More
rain is looked for and will be very welcome for the extension of wet cultivation.

8. Cultivation.—The average cultivation up to the end of November for the
previous five years is 207,732 acres of dry and 334,595 acres of wet and the figures for
this year are acres 168,792 under dry and 233,291 acres under wet inclusive of
second crop cultivation in both cases as shown below :—

] First crop. Second crop.
Particulars. ST e i S Tl
Dry_ Wet. Dry. Wet.

- ACS. ACB. ACS. ACS.

Average cultivation up to the end of 200,967 316,422 6,765 19,173
November for the last five years. :

Cultivation up to the end of November 161,123 223,200 7,669 10,091
1891. .

There has been a slight increase in the second erop ‘“dry ”’ which may be due to
wells. Agricultural operations are in progress in expectation of a further good fall
of rain. The standing wet crops are in very good condition generally, but as the
cultivation was commenced late (end of September) In the year, there will not be
much of a harvest before February next. Some of the dry, especially varagu, on this
land has been so stunted by the long break and short fall of November that little, if
anything, can be looked for from i, but on the whole the dry crops are now doing
well.

4. Prices.—Prices continue to be excessively high and above the scarcity rate in
spite of the rains. Rice is sold above the scarcity rate in 8 out of 10 recording
stations and ragi in all the stations as will appear from the accompanying statement.
Rice has cheapened a little at Saiddpet, Conjeeveram and Tirupdrir " elsewhere the
same or higher rates are maintained ; ragi has inereased in price everywhere except
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at two outlying stations Thé markets are re

. . ;- oo . Orted ¢ 1 ] ]
glll'ang%f:e.pt 11n ezgew localities in the Ponnéri :fnd Tir?vall)ﬁif'd;;ll{ﬂ;:en hsupphed b
the Divisional officers report thg exhausted stock will be reeo (,1W i e d
is active, and no notable change in this direction has been reportgge g e

5. Public health.—Excepting for
% : cholera, the d ;
against 226 in the last fortnight, ‘the public héaltl? c:r?;:ihsuf;mt](l) {)V;l 1fch numbered 246
6. -Oaltlle.——There is a material improvement in the conditi air.
no anxiety about pasture; but it is a very common complai:ltloxtlh(;t i g
' e cattle are

unequal to their work, and in parts they are sti

. o e still : ;

their proper condition. The scarcity of deder, of cm‘;:g %?ntfil:l;n S e
) €8,

7. I extract some of the District officers’ remarks : —

t the cattle, and

Maix Division.

: Tiruvallur Depuly Collector, 5th December 1891.— The pri A

famine rates ; the crops on the ground are in want of furthef rlc_es of grain have risen above
labour to the poorer classes, and the prospects of R, it ain and do not afford abundant
a large proportion of the standing crops will wither. The CJ’OOE If no further rain comes
more. No prospects of rain, and the outlook is gloom Y can, however, hold on for a week
where, however, have been benefited by the slight showers ;)E s The standing crops every-
ber and 1st December) and can held on for a week or ten days S% new-moon day (30th Novem-
ghowers may prolong their life and minimise the disaster. "'InTI?“e by which time a few more
the water in tanks is speedily drying up, offering no chance £ he southern parts of the taluk
newly repaired where the work has not already been finished”” or even turfing the tank Beide

12th December 1891.—“ The large (281) Santa :
no fear of crops withering in this (nor(ther%) tracfell,l,’;rfa‘;fk };as received § supply. Thére is
Sathiavedu and the Cortelliar, the rainfall was not so liberal but,l gets no more rain. Between
In the tract south of the Cortel}iar the fall was still mo;‘e i avex-aged.between 2 and 4 inches
the forenoon of the 12th, egpecm]ly towards the evening, th eagre during the week, but Binc(;
tered ab '[.m‘uvallur at 3+95 inches on morning of the 13(:11, fl'e hws,s & more liberal fall regis-
greshes since the 10th between 2 and 3 feet deep. T'he Un the Arni river there have been
There were no freshes in the Coovum”. ortelliar ran up to 4 feet depth

The subsequent fall was 5:50 inches at Tiruvall
and the taluk must now be accounted well off. vallur and 3

Tiruvallur Tahsildar, 12th December 1891.— On the whole the ras

the week have proved very timely to the standing crop which Oi:: e rams we have had during
have changed the face of pature and will ere long tend to brin S;)}r)ne vil ¢

in the condition of man aund beast . In the few Vﬂlagesgthaglit decided improvement
the week (and I could mot do more owing to the wet weather) the ha)rg nspected durin
grains appear t0 have been telling on the physique of the people ; bP“BVallmg prices of food-
diate fall in prices now that the season is changed for the better . ut I anticipate an imme-

Saidapet Deputy Collector 12th December 1891.—* The tot ;
was not as much as was ueede’d. ‘I'here were only 3:05 inchgsat}.tq;:indt;ty of rainfall

05 inches at Sathiavedu

lages began to wither

] hOWerr’

mallee, but the rain appears to have been general throughout the talpet and 2-80 at Poona.

wanted for the tanks to receive their full supply without which the exis?il; More rain is still

cannot all be saved. The erops under wells and kasams may get th g crops under th
come down the Coovum river, and so the Chembrambakixﬁ tankr%‘;gh' tNO freshes have ;::
required supply.” not yet received the

The further rainy 2:02 inches at Saidépet and 3:80 inch
1 hear, river freshes will allow this to be read with better hopees, atrl?t:): Téalalmallee’ and, as
tank has now 5} feet of water as against 33 feet. ¢ Chembrambakam

Ponneri Deputy Collector, 12¢th December 1891.—“ The rain : :

and the tanks have received supplies ranging from 20 days t?g. 1:1110:‘1}1:1113 .Week was general
tanks have yet rece_ived full supply . . Owing to the failure of the scsn’n,}l:ut none of the
cultivation began this year only by the end of September, and the chief cro -west monsoon
samba, a five months’ erop, and sirumani, peruntumban (six months’ cro ps raised are vada
be harvested after the 15th February next.” ps) which can only

The further rain was 3:69 inches, but I have received no further report
Sus-Division. 2

_ Sub-Qollector, 5th December 1891.—The number of people requiri s
present, be very l;a.rge, but the steady rise in the price of food.pgrainsq:;réngh:ehzf may not, at
cultural operations must (}nve the poorer classes to seek relief at no dista,ngpdu:lty of agri-
large portion of the occupied area is loft waste. The standing orops are, no do:‘:t. xﬁ verg
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condition, but it is feared that a great portion of the wet crop fhust wither. Tanks in the
Conjeeveram taluk are already drying up.”’ : - .

12¢th December 1891.—** Five days of the week were rainy, and it is still raining when T
write, but the rains not being heavy, the supply received in tanks is not much ; except the
Madurantakam tank, no other large tank is reported to have received any good supply. The
Conjeeveram talnk tanks, which [ said in my last report were drying up, have not had any

- .

perceptible increase, and till our tanks are full we cannot be free from anxiety. Nevertheless
the rains have been of incalculable benefit to the standing erops. Most of the dry crops are
expected to come to maturity ; so will also the kar and the shorter rice crops.”

Madurantakany Tahsildar, 12th December 1891. —“ There has been a little more than 6
inches of rain since the lst of this month ; this has no doubt brought water of nearly 2 months’
supply to many a tank in the taluk ; this quantity, of itself,. is pob suﬂic_ient to raise a crop.
Hence the ryots are not as forward as would wish in the galtivation of. their lands; nearly one
half of wet and dry lands are still lying waste ; dry lands are not likely to be cultivated in
future, and a small proportion of wet Jands may be brought under ploagh if more rains fall.”’

The further fall was Madurantakam 2:98 inches and Uttramerur 2:90 inches.

Conjeeveram Tahsildar, 10th December 1891.— There has been a general fg.ll of about an
inch of rain in all parts of the taluk by which both the dry and wet crops are considerably bene-
fted. The former and the kar crop will mostly come to matarity ; but paddy cultivated in
Achookattu dry lands and samba require more rain. The rains during the week did not bring
any appreciable supply to tanks so as to encourage the ryots to attempt at further wet cultiva-
tion, the present supply which various from nothing to two months not being enough to save a
major portion of the standing samba crops.”’

The further fall was Conjeeveram 3-89 inches and Sriperumbudur 3-97 inches
and Tahsildar reports it general, that the large tanks had received from two to four
months’ supply, and the standing wet crops were expected to mature without sav,
while navarai (three months’ paddy), cultivation was being commenced. The Coovum
and Sriperumbudur large tanks (the first gave on in the end of November and water
in the latter was getting low) had two months’ supply.

The additional fall at Chingleput was 2-57 inches.

8. Kitehens.—Out of the seven Kitchens that remained at the beginning of the
fortnight, the one at Tiruppalavanam was closed, and orders issued for the closing
those at Golldnchavadi and Gummidipundi, where the number of inmates on the last
day were 11 and 2 respectively. The number of inmates fed in all the kitchens on the
last day of the fortnight was 168 against 432 in the previous fortnight. The Deputy
Collector, Tiruvalliir, looks to the closure of the {&n_lbﬁr kitchen and promises a further
report on the subject. The strength of the remaiing kitchens is so low that I shall
close them when I have sent out some of the money at presentn hand sent me by a
private donor for gratuitous relief. With the exception of Périr and Ambir, all the

other kitchens have been inspected by the Divisional officers in charge :—
Saidapet Deputy Collector.

Gollanchavadi ... ek e s .
d. 1 e aew aee CERS e i
gﬁéﬁ?&’yﬁ’“d’ o G B o P ! Deputy Collector, Ponnéri.
"l‘. aen e e e -ns
K::F:;:{ianam IR ... Sub-Collector. _

I inspected Périr and Karunguli in the fortnight ; at the latter place I admitted a
Villi boy, who wasin a wretched condition. » i

9. Relief works, &c.—The number of coolies employgd on works of all kinds has
fallen from 5,367 to 3,428 as shown in the accompanying statement. The recent
rains have drawn off most of the coolies to the fields and caused a temporary stand-.
still in the execution of some of the works. ST o ;

10. L } ¢ Toans.—One thousand fou hundred and eighty-three wells
and improvement (0ans ke Tatal, st o iy

have been constructed and 2,379 are under construction.

granted from 1st January and that actually paid are given below ;— .
Amount Amount
granted. actually paid.

RS. : RS.
Land Improvement Act . o< w = ieee 4,567,990 8,90,00% |
3 Agriculturists’ Loans Act ... witih URSTE = 14’947‘

Totsl . 457473 3,01,798
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One thousand two hnndred and six applications f i

) ' _ pplications for Rs. 1,02,523 have b
offlur}ng, the fortnight, of which 633 applications for Rs. 28,,09-5 relate :gntS;sK)s:ﬁ
culturists’ Loans Act as per talukwar particulars in the accompanying return. =

11. I travelled in the fortnight through the south-west of Said

wegt of Conjeeveram, west and centre of Maduréntakam and cenfx?eet’an?lo régstano%
Chmgleput taluks. The state of the parts of Chingleput and Conjeeveram that T had
goen is already reported. In the south-west corner of Conjeeveram, the large Dornal
tank }Jad two m_onths’ water which was not likely to carry on all the crop under it;
the river-side villages were having some water from the river chaunels, but little on
the whole ; the dry crops were beginning to fade. In Uttramerur division of the
Maduréntakan} taluk, the Uttramerur large tank had two months’ water and a large
extent was being _ploughed, while some crop under it was two months’ old. The d%
crops were In fair cqndition for the most part, but all, of course, in want ot ra'my
Onwards to Karunguli the crops, both dry and wet, were generally very fair ; while at
Karunguli (8th to 11th) the Madurdntakam tank received a foot and ahalf of ‘water and
was some two feet below the crest of the calingula. Even before that one cro
under the tank was assured. With the rains the tanks generally were filling auﬁ
much water standing about on the ficlds. The Mambakkam was the first (andclast)
tank 1 have seen surplusing. To the south of Maduréntakam the dry crops on good
ground were looking well, on high or thin soil the crop, mostly varagu, had been
stunted, and a good deal of it will be of little orno value. Gram generally was lookin
very well. There was but little ragi to be seen. .

12. In Chingleput taluk, T went east in both the Tirukkalikundram and Tiruppo-
rur directions, All tanks had received a Very fair supply, generally two months or
over. It was c_onsulered by those concerned to be sufficient for the erop on the ground
but not ml_lch, if at all, for extended cultivation ; but further east along the éea-boar(i
both in this and in Madurédntakam taluk the general report was that the rain had been
heavier then and theretofore, that the tanks were fuller and that water would be
ayaﬂable for some second crop. Much of the crop under the tanks within the
hilly parts had been put down only recently, and some ploughing of the waste was
going on. There were great variations in the proportions of waste and cultivated
under even neighbouring tanks. Very little dry crop came under my observation.

.18 I noted a considerable increase in the contents of the tanks along the line of
railway between the 13th and 16th instant. :

14. On the whole, I think, I may safely say that the future of the crop now on
the ground is assured. ;

15. There will be some extension of wet cultivation, and as the people seem
generally to expect more rain, it is possible that if that does not come there may be
mlstqkes made and too much ploughed and planted ; but the season is so peculiar
that if is too early to interfere with the distribution of water.

16. The dry crops generally may be taken now to be safe, but there is not likely
to be any appreciable extension of the area under crop. The people say it is too late
for that ; but the real reason: will be that they espect to be fully occupied with their
wet lands.

e 1 note that the Tahsildar of Tiruvalldr has observed a falling off in the
physique of the people. Nothing of this has come under my own observation, but I have
not gone out of the way to search for it; all I can say is there is no wandering on
the roads or country tracks and nothing to attract attention in the physical appearance
of those met ; but the high prices. now ruling must begin to have an effect before
long and probably in the interval between the conclusion of the weeding and the
crop coming to harvest. I hear at present of wages being paid to coolies in grain
and I note a large amount of labour employed in the fields ; but the variation of the
number of laborers on relief works shows how uncertain and brief the field work
often is as well as indicates how useful these works are to the local population; and
having regard to this continuing high price of food-grain, I would dcprecate for the
present any curtailing of expenditure on Public Works directly useful in characte
euct;{ as 'gu:hma]or m'lg;tion* ‘Eo;'ks; no doubt this and the expenditure on min(l):;-
works and the money advanced ior wells has kept the district i :
condition in which they are. > pople e T
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18. I enclose the packet of grass geeds forwarded from Poonamallee as a specimen
of what is gathered for food within the Chembrambakam tank.

19. T shall address the Board separately on the matter of the special estab-
lishments which the now more or less settled conditions of the year require should be

taken up for consideration.

e

Resolutz'on———dated 93rd December 1891, No. 822.

gubmitted for the information of Government.
in Board’s Proceedings, dated 12th December 1891, No. 792,
verage fa the district between the 1st and the 15th
hrought 2% & triet has therefore, seceived enough to save the standing wet crop
4 cultivation, but at present the Collector
o adequacy of the supplizs for tl;ishpur%f'se. '1;{119
: . " q promising con ition although in the
standing wet o ipei v eb'%ali?ifia;n ab tlll)e end ofg November the estimate was
ot so good, and the varagu, one of

in alluded to
2. Thoraln® =gl iof 710 inbhos fo

the most important in the district, is poor in some places. : i
o cattle continue to improve 1 condition, but

. Pasturage is abundant and th : e
fodd(i)’r 18 2‘0'11 arfd is likely to continue scarce having 1n View the small area of wet land
sown and the inferior character of the dry crops-

Joved on relief works dropped to 3 498 on the 12th Decem-
e npmber SURLE in the season, orde{'s have been issued to close

in vi at 1m rovement
ber, snd L TIEN to e B8 5 In the kitchens only 168 persons were,

i budgeted works forthwith. ¢ : i
fflgd E:tﬂz;dﬁ?hyahg t%e Collector is arranging to close the kitchens which remain opel.

5. Prices have continued to advance and on the 12th those for ragi were above the
scarcity rate for the district at all stations, as were those for rice at all stations except -

Pulicat, Uttramerur and Madurdntakam. This rise in prices, if it be maintained, must
cause a g00 deal of distress amongst the poorer classes when field work ceases.

6. During the fortnight 302 applications for loans, amounting to Rs. 27,305, under
the well rules and 191 for Rs. 6,726 for the purchase of cattle and seed-grain were
approved of,and 713 applications for both purposes were rejected, leaving 2,119 applica-
‘tions under the well rules and 2,121 for loans to purchase cattle and seed pending on
the 12th December. Every effort <hould be madeto dispose of the numerous applica-

tions of the latter class with rapidity.

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) P RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,

Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
,, Collector of Chingleput.
Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department.

Orper—dated 5th January 1892, No. 18, Revenue.

| Miscellaneous. ‘ Recorded.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. A. GALTON,
: Secretary to Government.

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Recoz:ds and Agriculture.
Copy to the Public Works Department. ; bt :

Exd. A. Aubert.
75 Copies.
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