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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Reap—the followihg papers :—

From G. D. WYBROW, Esq, Superintending Engineer, I Circle, to the Chief
Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Dowlaishweram, 20th July
1891, No. 462 G.N.

With reference to item No. 1. ¢ Jogodo or Jaugodo-Astka rock inscription’
noticed in para. 2 of Mr. Rea’s letter, No. 71, dated 18th February 1891, printed W ith
G.0., No. 1574 W, dated 9th June 1891, 1 have the honour to enclese for your
perusal a revised estimate received from the Executive Enginecr, G anjam, for the
preservation of the inseription.

9. The work has not been earried out, as the rates in the original estimate Were
insufficient and a revised estimate has been submitted for the worl ; but, before
ganctioning the revised estimate, 1 would beg to suggest that the Archemological
Surveyor’s opinion might be obtained as to whether the method proposed to adopt
for the preservation of the inseription meets with his approval.

3. The inscription is doubtless one of great interest, 8s it is said to date back
to about 250 B.C. and contains some ten odiets of King Astka, Copies, however,
have been taken from time to time and the inscribed stone is nOW only an interesti
relic.

4. The rock—a large boulder—on which the inscription is out i
weathers and is laminating very much, and already the inscription
imperfect by decayed {portions of the stone falling off. Mr. Minchin, 2 Re
Aska, informed me that he has noticed a considerable deterioration of the inseription
during the last 20 years.

5. Personally I doubt if painting the surface of the stone with whitelead and
the characters with black varnish ”’ as provided in the estimate would have any useful
effect in preserving the stone.

6. 1f it is considered desirable to preserve this relio, probably o small shed

erected over the rock would be more effective, so that the inscribed stone might be
protected from sun. and rain.

e

.. i No. 608 D.
Referred to the Public Department for the Archaological Surveyor’s opinion.

. (.Signed) J. PENNYCUICK, Colonel, R.E.,
80th July 1891.. , Secretary to Govt., P.W.D\

Forwarded to the Superintendent, Archmological Survey.
| (By Order.)

(O OTACAMUND, g . (Signed)  N. B. BRODIE,
8rd August 1891 - Ag. Asst. SBecretary,
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