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*To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

* Oroer—dated 19th March 1891, No. 223, Revenue. .
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7. The Commissioner g.ladly_ joins with tht Collector 'in acknowledging fthe-

work done by Mr. Buckley. , He is sparing no pains to make himself thoroughly

‘acquainted with 'th'e.staté of the peoplesin his charge. ; - :
" (True Copiesand Extract.) §
e T . (Signed) . P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,,
' g yoay Becretary,

i . with enclosures in original. Aiire
,,  Collector of North Atcot. ; ; .
"+, Land Revenue Department.’ ’

" : His ‘Excellency the Governor ‘in
ot s | * Council is satisfied. that the time has

' . amrived when gratuitous relief shogld be
given to a limited extent in the Wandiwash taluk of North «Arcot and in the
Kélahasti zemindari. Accordingly he resolves to vest +the _Collector ‘lnt_h dlscrfe‘tlon to
grant such relief subject to the orders of the Board‘,- provided tha_.t it is restricted to
destitute women and children and to such males as are physically incapableof labour;

and have no well-to-do relation who ean support them. * The relief should be given.n -

the shape of cooked food whichshould be distributedat kitchens to be openedat convenient
centres. The administration of this relief will be supervised in the Wandiwash taluk

L u 5 4 i i i by the Head
by the Deputy Collector of the division and in the Kdlahasti zemindari by g
Assistant Collector. The lau;ter-has;‘l already been rélieved of ‘his ordinary work*by the

appointment of a Special Deputy Collector and the suggested fransferof the Maderpak

division to Chingleput is unnecessary. other Special Deputy- Collector* will be

appointed to assist in conducting the jama andi so that the Deputy Lollector of. the -

Arni division may be"set free for the inspection of villages and administration of
velief, - » ; : ;

. : hened will be
2. The«Collector’s request that Mr. Watson’s hands may be strengt {
considered in the Depart;lnent of Public Works. If possible th-e S subordinates
asked for should be made available. : >, ' : :

3. His Excellency txlé Governor in Council notes with satisfaction the testimon.y

of .the Board and Collector to the good work perfo‘rmed by Mr; _B“OkleY~
’ AL _ (True Extract.) g =53

i (Signed) €. A. GALTON,
M : . . Secretary to Government. . '
. : V / " |
To.the Department of Public " Wiorks.

. » the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the

Department of Land Records and Agri.f:ulture.
,, #he Accountant-General. . ‘ : 2

', the Collector of North Arcot. ’ ; ‘y
_ »,the Commissioners of Land Revenue. Rl STV

——

3 O T I : Frs
Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department. .
| - © ' (Signed) .C.A. GALTON, .

.

»

! s . R -
Pxd. A. Aubertss : "
. g .
130 Copies. ~ : ;
- ' . . . -

.. . Secretary to Government.
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. Resolution—dated 11th March 1891, No. 133.

" traversed by the road from Nagalapur to Uttukottai,

-grazing in the neighbouring-hills and jungles. LooKing after
‘ment to cohsiderable mumpers of. the laboring classes,
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With his first letter read above, the Collectar submits the results of Mr. Buckle.y’s
teur through the Cachindd division and the eastern portion of Kélahasti during the

week ending the 22nd ultimo, and with his second letter, the reporf of Mr. Butkley’s *

furthier tour for the week ending 28th February across the northern portion of th#
zentindari from east to west and through its centre from north to south. in the
second of these tivo reports, Mr. Buckley summarizes the results of his inspection of

the zemindari, and furnishes a useful map showing the localities in-, Which. the distress "
-1s most severely felt., He also gives an estimate of the total numbers in the zemindari,

who, in his opinion, are respectively (1) in need of work, (2) in need ‘of food. The

‘numbers in need of work are stated to.be about 5,000 or 7-1 per cent; of the population

in the Maderpak division and about 1,500 gr 2-9 per ¢ent. of th® population in the
Kélahasti division of the zemindari. fady. :
- 2. The numbers given by Mr. Buckley as requiring food, which include the
numbers shown above. as in need ‘of work, are 9,000 or 12-9 per cent. ,in the
Maderpak division, and about 2,700 or 52 per cent. of the population in the
Kélahasti division of the zemindari.s. v p
The total numbersrequiring work and those requiring food throughout the zemin-
dari are, as given by Mr. Buckley, 6,500 and 11,700 respectively. It is impossible,
Mr. Buckley explains, to verify these figures. ¢ They have ” he states ¢ been arrived

at only by questioning the village officers and the people, who would probably represent

the distress as greater than the reality. . ‘

" Thé Commissioner is.of opinion that the numbers given are in excess of the
numbers that would be likely to go to a Government work situated, say) ten miles from
their homes, but they no doubt represent fairly enough the numbers who at present ares
put to great straits to garn a.livelihood and to whom the openjng of yvorks near their

homes would be a very great boon. . He returned on the evening of the 5th instant .

from a” tour of 8 days through the zemindari extending from the Rénigunta station
by road to Kélahasti and thence by road almost due south through the centre of the
zemindari by way of Ragigunta where he met Mr. Buckley, Kolatur and Midda Khan-

. drigai to Badakodiembedu, and thence to Uttukottai and Perandur in the centre of the

tract reported on by Mr. Buckley in his report forthe week ending 14th February
(Boa'rd'.’s Proceedings, No. 101, dated Z4th Febroary 1891). At Perandur the Commis-
sioner and Mr. Buckley met the Collector Mr. LeFanu, who had spent the previous few
days in inspecting villages in the neighbouthood of Perandur and Maderpak. A
considerable portion of the Commissioner’s journey was+made in company with
Mr. Bucley through the tract which was the scene of Mr. Buckley’s first inspection
in January. In some portions of-the tract, notably in the Arani valley which is

the rains of January and February
have changed the face of the country,and have led to the

£ 6 orthe ; planting of wnusually large
areas under the wells which in this valley are very nume

: 2 rous. In this valley all the
villagers find full employment. In the portions of the zemindari

: S visited between Ragi-
gunta and Midda Khandrigai wells are less numerous,

¥ gave grass for the nume-
or which are brought from other
view to their benefiting by the
the cattle gives employ-
and , others find employment in
- 1n collécting bark and other

rous herds of cattle which are owned by the villagers,
pa'rts and entrusted to the care of the villagers in

agricult_ural operations or in gathering firewood, or

~jungle products which are plentiful in the neighbouring jungles, ~ There are there-
gh most of the laboring °

fore very few without employment of some kind, and thou
classes are on short commons there are nong who are absolutely without means of

liveliliood. *~ At the same time it is highly desirable that Some additional employment .
should be given by Government at fairly good wages, for there is but’ little doubt

that the ryots,, whose own losses to some extent explain, if they do not justify, their

“action, and the gontractors,for jumgle produde, and other employers of labor are taking

advantagé of .the glut of labor in tlje market to pay much less than a fair remunera-.

tion for a day’s work. The opening of a number of small and scattered works by

the Déwan of the zemindar with the.aid of the advance of Rs. 10,000 which has

just been placed at his disposal by Government will eorrect this state of things, and it
.. .

s B

: g and the rains of January and*
* February .gave no material supplies to  the tanks, but the )

o

is hoped that the Enginee

" Eugineer Mr. Watson at Rénigunta an

" this point Mr. LeFanu writes :

" on, or who ¢xceed th

- Famine Commission. Among

. vieinity of their homes.
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whose services liave beén lent  to the zemindar will soon
i ¢

have ready a considerable number of

ST rt tothém. THe Commlissioner met the
‘employment to all who are likely to resort,

d earnesly impr_esséd upon him the 'necessit'y
¢ eneedily commencing somé of these large Work?" tMEiW:F?:g? t?f fgslgaﬁil;ﬁ;?ntm:
oe Spee'{)'}lri't;ie's in thebmatter, and it is due solely to " his A 3
responsibi

t svhich has, the Commissioner understands, been now removed, that he has as
want whic ; : ~ . :

l.ttle. A - : . o
yet.; begn able to do so Ii : that the provision of work is all that is required, and
. 3. Mr. Buckley considers ide for their.dependents. Regarding

; ill provi p 4
that, if work is provided, the Workeéghvgltlhef any further” assistance in the way -of

d to those destitute who have no workers to depend

gratuitous relief fs;houldl .be,tg%;ﬁggh the workers can provide for, is a guestion of some
e liml

548 s -existent ALY Tl :
d1ﬁ1cu,1'ty, -’I_‘h_atq :g?ésdasshlj’ﬁg?’;er is that, if such relief is once given, it has a
cases in my 1n .

tendency tb assume uncon "1 that a certain discretion might be allowed to
}ﬁef% t(l); Ibe .lazthet;l Kﬁ:}“ ]-gizgél;z §s certain to iMcrease towards May, and what
r. Buckley in the.matter.

i 11 then admit of no doubt.”
now may be doubtful cases for re}lef will the

‘s () considers tha _ F A : a8
. 4;1 ;I‘ht% Co?;%l;izlzgsfe:&ﬁ; ted to be in need of it in the zemindari should render
assured te the nu

the event, however, of distress increasing,
<. : asures tignecessary.. - In the @¥aT, o : '

oo e MRS g S Sl vt wil b s
the question wi. t in the continued inspection 0 e PP his
o i spiak emploil%enGovernment of an additional Deputy Collector to carry on his
ment just sanctioned by ¢

magisterial and routine revent

i Government any change in existing
\  » to the motice of
will be able at -once to, bring

A the erant of gratuitous relief necessary
‘circumstancgs in the _ze.mi'ndu’rrlhgh;;goﬁi?;g;t of'gthe additional Deg)ut?fr (.)_ollector
in sy apociah Jooalite8 L ere; dovaway With:tbe necesi!'tyof Sy o
will, the* Comﬁlsdsfng; flivision, even temporar.x}y, to the Chingleput district. .
R letter, the Collector takes exception to the Com-
gibeié fo’ him and contrary to all his‘ experience that,
Mr. Buckley’s position, native men and

5. In paragraph 6 of his secon

s ioner’s romark that it was-inere :
missioner’s remgrk t by ad officer 1M

. if reasonably argued with ed to toil and labor’ and at a segson of the yefr when the

women of the classés inux spensed with should persist in remaining in-their

* §helter of a home can be readil(}; ](;lllelpless relatives starve around them seoner than go

villages to see their c'hild.}‘e;l ?:e of from fifteen to eighteen 'pliles;' and Mr. LeFanu
and work for them at a -dlS agl i B found in the replies to queries put by the
States that opinions to the con th‘};e he quotes tifat of the Honorable Mr. Grose, in

e lier stages of distress, urges the necessity for
he eg} palans on, the ground of the great danger at this
1:;'(0 'go far from thefr homes: or engage in unusual

which that officer, speaking of‘t ¢
works near_ places where there

large works which will be capable of giving

I do not believe, for I have found such °

trollable proportions and also to demoralise others who.
I \

t the ampl_;a employment which will be -

o work antl also t0 do the jammbandi, and Mr. Buckley

stage that the reluctance of the peof they, cease to be able-bodied. -~ That there is this *

work will induce them to Sflar:;‘iffs tl}iut the danger is in the case of li)ndi\ri(gua,lfs 2(11113 not
danger the Commissioner & l o and it-is a danger which must be confronted by an
of whole classes of the populacc any rate, reduced in limits by showing the

officer, and, if possible, r enfoved,’ or; at at-all widespread and deep, of any successful

iy o i is s Ak :
people ﬂ;)e i‘(‘}‘POSSIb[ﬂ:g;’ ghgeirge(ﬁ:ﬁs;ment to all who will go to it in the immediate
attempt by Government . 4 ' .

U « the Collector refers to some instructions
6. In paragraph 4 of his g rs&]i:ttéf)ﬁmissioner to the effect that the laborers
supposed to have been . g1v_91111 w{)rks should be paid less than what they could‘ get by
employed om minor ll:rlgfl’*)tlo itv-Collector seems to have misapprehended the Commis-
agricultural labor. The ell;r ’(:ase which was that thetl;ates for men on .a particular
sioner’s remark in a particu ised from 2 annas to 21" annas per d.ay with the soje
work should not have been r';he Collector is requested-to report what rates are now
object of attracting labor. gaﬁ‘;n works in the Wandiwash taluk.

. paid to laborers on minor 1rr1

-
. »
% »
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calculated at 196 or 9'1 per cent., and the number of those wanting food at 355 or 165 per aent.

Thesé villages lie in a jungly country and the inhabitants can fall back on fael ‘cutting—a nat *

remunerative occupation wheg, the market, is eight or- ten miles off. The price of firewood has
fallen, and a day 15 spent in carrying to market the wood cut, so that practically there is only

one Jlay’s pay for fwo days’ labor. The people .say théy live on about half rations. Itis

gertain that the djét of the lower classes is reduced considerably. I have seen no cases of
undoubted emgeiation. } A ’ il .

5. I have now visited all the affected parts of the zemindari with the exception of a few
villages here and there. The werst parts are (1) atound Perandur and Sennalurpet, (2) around

* Arambakam,4Chelamathar and Battalavallam, (3) .the eastern part of the Kdalahasti division from

Palarivedu to Manganellur® * The less affected parts are from Pullgmala.t.o Masulipedu and_the
villages of Ragigunta and Perandasem in ‘the south of Kalahasti; Poli and the surrounding
villages. and a«few"others in the north of Kalahasti; the Loki valley in western Maderpik, -
the southern extremify of that part of the Maderpak division in which the villages of Maderpak
lies and the village of Madanembedu abouf {en miles south-west of Maderpak. When I
inspected the Titupu anthakapuramkota valley in the beginning of January, it was affected in

the same way as the Loki valley, but from reports since received, the rainfall has of. late been

lentiful there,"and a considerable extent is now being-ctltivated with ragi which is watered from
jungle streams apd a few wells. ' fres : o
6 The population of Maderpak at th last ‘cengus was 70,000: in round numbers, the
“number of persons in Maderpak requiring wor has been calculated at about 4,000 0357 per cent.
and the puniber requiring food at 7,200 or 103 per cent. The Pqpulatlon. of Kélahasti at the
last census was roughly 52,000. The.number in Kalahasti requiring work is estimated at 1,500

o or 29 per cent., the number requirin “food is estimated at'5-2 per cent. It is practically only

* have not extended beyond a few miles from Kélahasti town.

" dur Chelamathurn) that the distress is acutest, I*have not visited" this part siuce January, and

. “charity of the rich.

g
{

the southern and the: eastern half of Kalahasti that is affected., It has been impossible to verify

R

. these figures.. They have only been arrived at by ‘questioning the village officers and the people,

who would probably represent the distress as greater than the reality. L
7.1 hear that the tank festoration works are to be "put in hand at once in all the worst

.affected “parts, and that works will shortly be begun in various parts. This will give work.to .

those thiat require it, and no further relief is wanted in my opinion. _

« 8T enclose'the ustal statements A and B. Enclosure (1) is the map of the zeﬁxingiari ~

showing my tour during the last week and the various parts affected. Enclosure (2).is a eopy
of notes of information gained by random house-to-house visits among the coolies of Perandasem

and Ragigunta.

~ «Kemarks'on Deputy Tahsildar of Maderpak’s inspection—

(1) Since writing the above, I have received the report of the Depl;t'y .Ta.héildar of
Maderpak. He has dope good work in the week. He has vmi_:ed the southern ,part of -

Cachinad and the country around Pennalurpet. . e AR L i

(2) He reports,that.the country south-east of Maderpak village is very. badly off, four
small villages only due south of Maderpak "village being free from distress up to date. This
tract was reported on by me last week, The crops have failed to a very considerable extent. There

* is no work in the villages, and only a very little work can be obtained in _the neighbourhood.

Peddapoliem is one of the largest and most affected villages, and* the Tahsildar reports that hé
‘Thas incfuoéd fourteen coolies from this village to go to Ponnéri for work. If-they report favorably,
140 other able-bodied coolies will proba%ly follow from tHe same village. This is’ good. I
-think the people will go to the works if ‘they once get a lead. The people generally say they
are afraid to go to Government works, for, all who went to Government works in the famine
of 1876-78, never returned. R : RE A .

¢ (3) The tract around Pen(nalurpet is in a very bad way. It is hete (and around.Peran-

‘judging from the report of the Deputy Tabsildar, I think.the number of those in the Maderpak:
division requiring work*may be rg.xwd_from-_fopr to five thousand or to 71 per cent. of the popu-
lation: The population afféoted in this tract is considerably greater than I had caleulated it to

~be, several yillages having over 1,000 inhabitants. o 94 013 :

- * (4) The crops have almost.entirely failed, and, where successful, have givert a very poor

outturn. There is at Ehrie:ent work for a few of those wanting it in digging ground-nut in villages * -

" in Chingleput. But, will. soon be over. The rest—the majority—live on loans and the
The extent of standing crops is inconsiderable, The showers in+J ahué.ry. and Februarf
were insufficient for cultivating late crops. An attempt was made, but it was given up after a
small extent had been ploughed. ERlE i .. oLl
5). The Tahsildar’s statement is gn_clos&i. It was received without a covering Tetter.
6). 'fhe report of the Deputy Tahsildar of Kalahasti has not yet been received. .
" (7). I hear privately from Mr. Watson'that the village of Chinnapet, four miles from here
_ is badly off, the children showing signs of emaciation. I shall see them to-morrow morning.
"P.8.—T haye justeceived £ho report of the Kilakasti Deputy Tahsildar. His movements
e distress there is inconsider-
. SF ¢ . ’ . e ‘ : . y R ’
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT:

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
.Records and Agriculture), dated 24th February 1891, No. 101 :—

MRg. CroGSTOUN.

Read—the following lette1: from L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq., Acting Head Assistant
' Collector, North Arcot, to'the Collector of North Arcot, dated Arani, 15th
February 1891, No. 58 :— ;
T have the honor to report on villages inspected by me in the last few days in
the Maderpdk division. . _
9. T left Arkénam on Wednesday morning and reached the same day (11th

February) Uttukotai, a village in Chingleput, situated at the point of crossings of the
Tiruvallir-Satiaved and Periyapalaiyam-N agalapuram roads. Here I was detained

by the non-arrival of my ponies, and was unable to commence work till the 12th,

when I moved on to Perandur.

3. The tract I have inspected forms a spur of the division lying south of the
Nagalapuram-Periyapalaiyam road and east of the Tiruvallir-Satiaved road, and

. consists mainly of the villages of Perandur, Ellampet, Panapakam, Lakshivallam,

Pérambiir, Mémandir, Navalkuppam, Kandigai, Villakapuram and Mambakkam, all
of which villages I have inspected on 12th, 13th and 14th February.

4. I append two statements; A showing the state of the villages, the numbers
wanting ‘work now or who will in a few days require it, the numbers now wanting
food or who will shortly require’it, and the numbers of able-bodied persons and of
those who cannot work owing to extremes of age or other causes; and B, an abstract
showing the approximate numbers in each village, the numbers requiring work now
or at a near date, the numbers requiring food now or at a near date, the totals thereof
and percentages with regard to total population.

Two enclosures, 1 and 2, are also appended, being copies of notes taken down of
the results of house-to-house inquiries in Perandur and Ellampet as to the means of
subsistence of the poorer classes.

+5. In these villages.there has been failure of crops to a great extent, the details
of which are given in second column of statement A. The fields that have yielded any-
thing are, in many cases, held by the rich men of the village, who have been able to
rely on their wells to help the crops; but even these men have but few wells.
There is no doubt that the coolies and poorer classes of pattadars are in distress.
The crops in the villages went shavi some time back, and the work of cutting the shavi
in_these villages has been completed for some time. It is true that there has been
rain ({llate and there was more rain on the 12th and 13th February, about an inch,
and that there has everywhere been an dttempt to retrieve previous disasters by
sowing a small extent of dry crops. This, however, benefits -the coolies but little.
The extent so cultivated is not large (the actual extent could not be ascertained),

* and the pattadars are in no position to employ many coolies, if any. Such work is for

the greatest part done by the pattadars themselves, and the relief afforded to the cooly
class is desultory and small. The work of the poorer pattadars in their own fields
can, of course, give them no present relief. The only other field for labor is in the
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well-circumstanced villages of Chingleput, notably Meyyur. These Government
villages seem to have had by no means a bad season, and coolies from various zemindari

. villages find work up to date in them by the cutting of ecrops. This, however, will

be over in a few days, and what the poorest will do then I don’t know.

6., Even niow, in spite of work being found in other villages, it is by no means all
who get work. It is only the lucky few. DBesides, all the members of family will

not go from their own to other villages to find work ; they will not leave their houses . ,

unguarded. There are old men and women, sickly persons and young children who
cannot work ; these are left behind to look after the cattle and lands belonging to
those who go, and often an adult, able-bodied male member of a house, remains behind
to look after those whom they will not leave unprotected. In this way one man has,
in many cases, to earn the livelihood for himself, his wife and childrén, his parents,

apd his brother, and, perhaps, other relations. The adults, I should say, take it in

turns to go to the villages for work.

7. Wages have fillen both in zemindari villages and in the Government villages
of Chingleput. The fall is due to competition in zemindari yillages. Demand for labor
has decreased, ‘while the supply has remained stationary. In Government villages,
the demand has remained almost stationary, but the supply of labor has enormousl
increased. Wages are mow only-at about 50 per cent. of the ruling rate of good
times. If'wages are paid in kind, less grain is given. If in money, less is given, and
its purchasing power is less.

8. From the house-to-house inquires I have made, the majority of the poorest
elasses apparently get one meal of grain every other day, and this meal is about half
what they would eat in one day in an ordinary time. In some villages the pattadars
have Jeft ground-nut on the ground as immature and useless ; this is eagerly picked by
the poorer classes and eaten. The supply of this is scanty however.

9. The poorer pattadars are not much better off than coolies. They manage.
however, to borrow a small supply of grain occasionally from the richer men, bat the
meals they get are not much more frequent or more extensive than those of the coolies.

10. All the persons I have questioned object to ‘going to the works at Ponnéri.
It means a breaking up of their homes, and this they will not do. Ponnéri is from
15—18 miles from these villages. There are the old, the young, and the infirm whom
they cannot take with them and whom they cannot leave behind. More-works are
necessary—smaller scattered works—so that attendgnce on them may not entail this
breaking up of homes, aid so that coolies may be able to go backwards and forwards
to take their earnings to their families without difficulty. I know the difficulty of
supervision will be great, but it is the only way in which relief will be brought home

to the people. They will not leave their houses if they can help it ; they prefer to
starye quietly in their own villages among their friends.

11. I have. seen only a few acres. (about 5) of standing erops in those villages
that have materially prospered by the late rains. The rain came tho late.

12. The Commissioner, in his Proceedings, dated 4th February No. 59, which has

only just reached me, says that in the villages he has seen a large area had been sbwn

or ploughed ready for sowing since the late ruin and that a large amount of employ-

A ment had been thereby given. I fear that the relief given by the late, rain is but
Jittle. As I have said above, the work done has, to a great extent, been done by the
pattadars themselves, and the cooly classes, at any rate in the villages I have lately*

visited, have not been benefited to any great extent, for but few have been
employed and the wages have been low. The Government ‘works.at Ponnéri are too
distant to affect any but those who have no ties of family or property or thosewho
are ready to give up either or both. From the Commissigner’s report, it appéars the

zemindar is about to start repair of tanks in this division.” I hope there is nothing to
hinder the work from being commenced at once.

13. The population of the-nine villages I have calculated approximately at 2,810 ;

(vide statement B). The number requires work (now or in, say, five or six days from
now—the majority require i/ now) I have put down at 885 or 23 per cent. The
number of those now in want of food, or who will be in want of it in five or six days

. every week, which on receipt wi
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(i.e., the able-bodied in want-of work and the old, young and those unfit for work)
1 ha:ve reckoned to be about 1,465 or 38:5 per cent. I may say that all these require
food now. : : R
14. The reports of the Deputy Tahsildar are not yet received. : .

5 i i 'Y from Kdlahasti division lafely

15. T would bring to your notice that fqp‘ll persons fro )

commi?ted three high?vay yrobberies dground Tirupati 1hey were convicted before
me and-confessed their guilt, saying -that they were driven to commit the offence

through starvation.

.
e .

. v.J. I LE FANT, Bsq. (Collector of North Arcos, dated 19th
N e ‘Iyeb{uary 1891, Ref., on Genl. Eng. No.. 1068.

Submitt(;d to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agri-

\ iven i lumns 3 and 4 of statement B
culture for information. The percentages given 1t 6017 < e
are almost exactly those estimated by me 1 paragraph 3 of my letter, Ref. on Genl.
Ene. No. 268. dated 18th January 1891, I have asked Mr. Buckley to continue the
inauiries in both the divisions of the zemindari and send up reports at the end of
2 ; 11 be duly submitted to the Beard. I see no other

I ] f labor, to go to the wdrks in
e th the people, who are 111 need of labor, to go

zi)l(t)elglg.til ‘t_‘iht}ll(anastgh:eig is no I()zhaI:lcé of any works in the zemindari being opened before
at least another month. If the facts are, as stated in paragraph 8 of Mr. Buckley’s
letter, he should have noticed signs of emaciation in the petsons he saw. As he has

not touched on'this point, he has been asked to report more.fully about it.

Resolution—dated 24th February 1891, No. 101.
Submitted for the infosmation of Government,

9. The tract visited by Mr. Buckley comprises nine villages of the Kdlahasti .

- Ak h : -t e neighbourhood of Uttukotai, in the Tiruvallir taluk
i%?ﬁidglﬁ’isgl‘;;ug é?szfiz':,mbn;e?ﬁ;tsi?lages of which taluk it is surrounded. The total

B ot ; Lley estimates that 885 or 23 per cent. of the
population 1z abtut 3,800 a0 e cmployment, and that, including the very
Pﬁ{)uﬂs; ion ables © the sick and infirm, all those, that is to say, who are unable to work
989y Wlio very, JORESs 1 to amouit to 580, the total number who are living on insufficient
and who are estxlxtlalte eﬁ‘zi solely on Go vernment for future means of subsistence, amount
fﬁogh?;l ﬁﬁ?ﬂlﬁag D465 or 885 per cent. of the population. ~ A very melanc;w}l]y

state i ivid of the co;ldition to which the people have been reduced in some of the
gmélggs vigsite .by the failure of the last harvest. As the result of a house-to-house

inspection made by himself, Mr, Buckley
ap;?arently get only one meal of grain v e?i’m‘;&
one-half what they would eat in ordinary . L ; :
rson applying for employment is entitled

ich every pé
¢ b?,.G%VG:Dv!::;; ‘:V(ifl]i’ :rtew{::,fply suyfrﬁcient to feed the laborers themselves and
0 obtajn it at wages -

be unable to work, have'been for some. weeks in
such depen_dI;:utS é(;-Iil ag:imtlile?: etxn?s};ence is known to all whom it concerns. The works
progress at ronnc Jovment to all in nced of it and in view to test the numbers
yveretstall'ted goofg:r’r?pi[;;}:neit As an explanation of the neglect of starving villagers
nee . : R

:2 ::s:ft to these works, the Head Assistant Collector writes : "

All the p apsils & hm're questioned objeot.to going to the works at Ponnén. It means
“ ) E

. : ill not do. Ponnéri is from 15—18 miles from
a breaking up of their homes, and this they wld the infirm whom they cannot take with them

these villages. There aire th%ﬁ;&h S itf)g::ag;vz:ks are necessary —smaller scattered works—so
and whom they cannot leave not entail this braaking up of homes, and so that coolies may be
that attendance on them I(;la{ rwards to take their earnings to their families without difficulty.
able to go backwards ;}n :vision will be great, but it is the only way in which relief will be
{ kno;vt ;:lhe dxsﬁ;o;ﬂ;y 20 Ifl\;PG They will not leave tl;e}r hlmt?es if they can, help it ; they prefer
‘brought home o ends, "

to stfrve quietly in tlI:eir own villages among their int

ther day, and that this meal is about

kley states that the majority of the poorest classes ’
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4. The plea made by Mr. Buckley for the opening of works a little nearer to
the particular villages visited by him has been met by the opening on the 17th,
before the receipt of his letfer, of a work at Kaniperu, about 12 miles off, and other
works at Uttukotai and Kagavakam, within distances of about 5 miles, will shortly be
started. It must be manifest, however, that if the numbers likely to resort to Govern-
merft works in the affected *tract are in #ny way comparable to the numbers found to

* be needing employment in the villages now reported on, their employment on small
scattered works in the vicinity of their villages will be impossible.

5. The Commissioner is pf opinion that with the state of ‘the people, such as
described by Mr. Buckley, endeavours ought to have been made by him to induce the
able-bodied to *resort to the Government works then known to be open, and he
considers that a persistent endeavour made to this end could not have failed. It is
incredible to the Commissioner and contrary to all his experience that, if reasonably
argued with by an officer in Mr. Buckley’s position, native men and women of the
classes inured to toil and labor, and at a_season of the year_when.the shelter of a home
can be readily dispensed with, should persist in remaining in their villages to see their
children and helpless relatives starve around them sooner than go and work for them
at a distance of from 15 to 18 miles.

The Collector will be requested to visit the Maderpdk division immediately
and to report after personal inquiry upon the sufficiency or otherwise, pending the
opening of works in the zemindari, of the Government works already started in
Ponnéri and in the neighbourhood of Uttukotai, Kadur and Kambakam, in the Tiruvallir
taluk, to relieve the distress in the division. The Board trusts that the personal
exertions of the Collector will break down the dislike of the people to leaving their
own villages in search of work—a course that the Collector’s estimate of the numbers
likely to be seeking employment must show him to be absolutely necessary. The
‘fommissioner leaves Madras tomorrow to visit the northern and central portions of the
Kalaliasti zemindari in view to hastening the commencement of work on the repair
of the zemindari tanks, which will give employment to large numbers, and will

- arrange to mect Mr. LeFanu in the Maderpak division as soon as Mr. LeFanu

has completed his inquiry. -
The following telegram will be sent to Mr. LeFanu : —

L8 Plea_se arrange to visit Maderpék division immediately and report after-personal inquiry
upon sufficiency or otherwise of Government works already started in Ponnéri and in neighbour-
hood of Uttukotai and Kambakkam, Tiruvalltr taluk. Latter works within 12 miles of Buckley’s

distressed villages. Commissioner visits K4lahasti Thursday and will meet you in Maderpik
division on completion of your inquiry,” _ _ e

6. Now that a loan has been sanctioned by Govérnmentv for sthe repair of
irrigation works in the zemindari, the Collector and the Divisional Officer, in concert
with the Dewan and with the Engineer deputed to carry out the works, should make

arrangements to start WOI‘kS: at the earliest possible date in the localities where they
may be most urgently required.

’ (A true Copy and Extract.) \
(Signed)  P. RATARATNA MUDALIAR,
: : Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

. with statemefits, &c.
»  Collector of North Arcot, with statemefits, &e
s » Collector of Chingleput.
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Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue ( REVenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), d_ated 11th March 1891, No. 133 :—

Mz. CLOGSTOUN.

.
.

Read—the followin létter from W. J. H. LE FANT, Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
: s ?‘.o (:uhe Segretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director
of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Chittoor, 26th+"
. February 1891, Ref. on Gl Eng. No. 1247 :—

continuation of my foot-noté, Ref. on G1. Eng. No. 1068 of 1891, dated 20th
Febrlllgry 1891, to the Hejgd Assistal’lt Collector’s letter, No. 68, date;d 15th February
1891, I have the honor to forward, herewith, & cOpy of Mr. Buckley’s re;;lortl,{ ?{Oi] 623
*dated 22nd February 1891, on the results of his further inquiries m'tde 4 1a asti
zemindari for the week ending 22nd February 1891. The able-bodied peop ef are
not likely to go to the works in Ponnéri taluk, as they are some dlsta;ce 9iway r?én
the affected parts, and I, therefore, think it is very necessary to 1mt§e t}a{; y péov; g
work for people wanting it in or in the immediate neighbourhoo '(;,l 5 e affec i
villages. To this end I would suggest that the hands of the special Fngineer be
strengthened by giving him a sufficient number of upper subordma(tieg, ?ﬁ., supe-ri
visors and overseers, to enable him to have .the estimates, &e., prepared 1N the severaly
affected tracts and the works commenced with the least practicable delIay. .

‘ ience to the telegraphic orders of the Commissioner, 1 am arranging
fo pr?)ceIeI(ll 2ge(tlhe Maderpak di?}’isil())n. MSanwhile, with the facts now reported by
Mr. Buckley, I leave it to the Board and Government to decide whether the time has
not arrived for investing the local officer with discretion to grant relief in some slllﬁpe
to those who may be absolutely in want of the same, As observed by Mr. Bu(i;s ety
it is extremely difficult to draw the line where emaciation begins. As hehsptlaa g 0
having found several persons who have a-pprqcmbly. deteriorated in l§1eal_t alrea y(i
I beg respectfully to submit that, in my opinion, the time /as arrlged, earing in min

 the rémarks in paragraph 3 of the introduction to the Famine Code. e
3. While on this subject I beg again to urge the transfer of Maderpak division,

" for purposes of inquiry into the state of the geason there, to' the Chingleput distriet.

i i Jly difficult, if not impossible, for the district
It is, I most respectfully submit, extremely ¢I st oo Izejudice nnin

officers of North Arcot to look after the division wi it
work in other ‘parts of the district. . Mr. Buckley has been engaged on the mqumegs[‘ 11111;
this zemindari sinee the latter part of December last, except for a short interval. .The
result is that he has not been able to attend much to his ordinary work. The partleg
who had to go to him have been put to considerable inconvenience and I had to IsIend
down the Special Deputy Collector to Ré,mp(?t t.o hold the abkéri sales of tﬁe. :]i
Assistant Collector’s division to the great prejudice of census and other syork in the
.Special Deputy Collector’s own division. : '
. Now that I have to go to Maderpak my current work will be greatly delayed
and it will take some weeks before I can bring it again to its normal state. &
4. The Deputy Collector on General Duties reports that dur_ing his recent visit to
Wandiwash the Commissioner considered that the wages given tq the lal;o;ers
_ employed under amani should be less than what they, could get by qgncultural (aiax(::.
This would, I submit, be hard on those who would have to protect infirm dependants
unless they are provided with gratuitous relief.

: : E.NGL(')SU#E.
L: E. BUCKLEY, Esq, Acting Head Assistant Collector of North Arcot, to the Collector
!:'rom of North Arcga da.tenga]la.mn.lai, 22nd-February 1891, No. 66. «

I have the honmor to submit a rep(;rt on the tracts visited by me in the Maderpak and

inclusive.

Kélahasti divisions in the period from Sunday, 15th February, to Saturday, 22nd February; both
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2. The tracts visited are ( 1) the whole of Cachinad, a sub-division of Maderpak (this is the
“island ” in the middle of Chingleput), and (2) the eastern portion of Kélahasti. :

3. On 15th February, leaving Perandar in the south of Maderpak for Cachinad, I proceeded
vig Arui in the hopes of seeing the officer in charge of the irrigation works there, but was dis-
appointed On 16th I proceeded to Maderpak village and -was engaged in inspecting the
Cachinad division on the four days 16th—19th. I encamped at Maderpak (two days), Araniba-

kams(one day), and Chalamathuru, and visited 21 villages excluding hamlets—about 35 per cent.
of .the total. ‘

. 4 Tamglad to be able to report that about 40 per cent, of the Cachinag sub-division need
give no cause for afxiety. ‘In the central portion, including Manelluru, Sanaputhur, Surepundi,

+, Aruru, and six other villages, of which I have information, but excluding Pallevada and Konda-

manellurn villages, the harvest has ranged from fair to good. Pallevadu had a fair first crop. .
early in the year, but the cooly population are now in difficulties. These villages give some
assistance to those adjoining, which are in a bad waysfor in them the coolies of the worse-off
villages can find a desultory market for the disposal of their labor. - But it is nofevery well-off
village that can demand more labor than can be supplied within its limits. The houndaries of
the unaffected tract run, roughly, south-east from Manelluru on the south and north-east from,
Puvala on the north. They are marked in the accompanying map with dotted blue lines.

5. Of the two affected parts, the northern is the worse off. This is as bs:dly off as Perandur

“and the neighbourhobd, ‘and this disastrous season is the successop of many previous bad ones.

The southern is perhaps slightly better off, but the difference is practically inappreciable.

6. In these two tracts there has been a very large failure of crops, and even on the small
extent, where they have succeeded, the outturn has been only from 2 to 4 annas, The figures
are given against each village in statement A. ‘

7. The total population of the 11 villages visited in these two tracts amounts to 6,291.

*The number I have calculated to be in want of work is about 848 or 136 per cent. and the num-

ber in want of food 1,575 or 25 per cent. As I have seen about one-third of the villages (and
the villages I have seen are the larger ones), the numbers given hy me should be multiplied by
about 2§ . This will give total population of affected parts about 14,000, of those without work

. about 1,900,.and of those in want of food about 3,500. Of course, these persons do get some

work and some food. From inquiries made by me, it appears that in good times work is
obtainable practically every day, the-wages for such work being 2 or 8 free meals + 1! anna
(= about 3 Madras measures of grain), Work is now obtainable about two or three times
a week at best ; the highest wagesis 2 annas a day (=14 Madras measure at the present prices) and
no free meals, This 1} Madras measure of grain has to feed usually at least two persons besides
the earner—often 4 or 5. The wife may occasionally help her husband, but very seldom, for

work is almost unobtainable.© One male member of a family will go away several miles for

work, leaying his wife and a douple of children and an old father or a brother to look after them.
They will not leave their houses and families unprotected, and thus, in many cases, an able- -

~ bodied person isleft to the unprofitable employment of the guardianship of his relations, instead

of bein% free to go and work for their subsistence and his own. - Meals are now taken by cooly
classes but once a day and that meal is a limited one. They usually eat three meals. They are

undergoing starvation by degrees. Even if all had constant work at the presént rate: of wages, .

they, wonld not be well off. ~ All have not constant work ; some only get it eccasionally.

‘8. The numbers given by me ag showing those in want of work and those in want of food
refer to the eoolies alone. 1 have not attempted.to number those poorer ryots ;who do not
usually work for daily wages. Even if work were provided close at hand, with daily payment
of . wages, such persons would hesitate g long while before joining; workingfor cooly would

.

mean a descent in the social scale for them, and, I think, they would prefer to sacrifice their
stomachs to their gentility. iy .

9. There is 100 doubt that a protracted diet of the kind the poorer dlasses now get must
lead to a general impairment of energy, I have found several persons who are certainly not up
to thel‘rbusu_al average of physical ability, It is difficult, almost impossible, to draw the line
where emaciation begins. It is seldom, even in prosperous times, that one finds a eooly encum-
bered with too much flesh the hard'life he leads—one of constant labor and constant exposure— |
prevents him from developing the rotundity of those who follow more sedentary-and more
profitable pursuits. The pool}}; is usually more or less finely drawn and even the nicest extiminer
will find difficulty in stating Kow much helow par he may happen to be on a particular oceasion.
There is no doubt that in the affected parts the eoolies and their families are now insufficiently
fed. Their standard of comfort at the best of times is only jubt high enough to keep them ‘in.
working trim and no one can possibly . deny that their present reduced diet, if continued, must
gradually lead to a state of starvation, from which they will take long tosecover and * constant
supply of work at hand to all who need it is required. .

10. Of the villages in the well-off central tracts, as I have already said, Pallevada and
Kondamanelluru are exceptions to the general rule. The villages of Naidukuppam and

Yegumaduru are, I think, out of danger, theugh they can do nothing to alleviate the distress of
their neighbours to the north, , . : ‘

B

.

I need not enlarge on this, as you un
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" 11. To turn to the tract visited in K4lahasti division, I }'ezft Chelamathuru on the 20th .
and on the 20th and 21st I visited seven villages, encamping at Talarivedu and Nirps kotg. A.
map is appended showing ‘the tract visited which lies north and sou.th of the Tada-Kalahasti road.

12. The  villages visited are Talarivedu, Kallivedu,. Chavali, Kanchanaputhura, Gazula-
pinnaluru, Koovanambedu and Nirpakota. ~ Of these. all except Kanchanaputhuru, Kallivedu
and N'alarivedu, may be “expected. to pull through, though they have had by 10 means a good
BEASON. :

: ‘villages named, the population is about 2,000 ; about 210 are out of work

or |01'g.a£3. gz)eOtE;efQYfl) 1a,rgeeon insuf‘ﬁcientpdilét The work generally done is fu:%(—cuttmg and a
small amount of- cultivation. These people are on Bh(;:t ratu?nfl as in th}tl_{aq:.rp ! o

i me weeks, perhaps months, before the zemindari authorities commence their

x'est'o:z;lt.ioit :ﬁi}arg:.s,oI think it %ighl? nedessary to start works at om%;a at Pelﬁz_ndurb and Chila-

mathuru and some place in the south of Cachinad, say Maderpa}l){ O:h ana;na t]:, as W?lllng]: Tom

central, and also probably at Talarivedu. The help afforded by the restoration , 1.fear,

come too late,

: ing the tc;urs in Cachinad and in

5. T s (enclosures 1 and 2) are appended, showing tk urs 1
Kéla.lllza:,sti. Y%ﬁffme(nts A and B are also appended, the first giving details as to state of vil-
lages, &o,, and the second an abstract, showing the total population of affected villages, number
ougt". of wo;'k and in want of fopd, &c. Enclosures 3 and 4 are copies of notes taken during house~

to-house inquiries at Maderpak and Timminanayudupet. .
16. The reports of the Deputy Tahsildars are not y ef received.

e

E : trom W. J. H. LE FANT, Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
R t-;hiof i%g%ﬁiett:;rto 1;(})112 Commissioner of Revénue éettlement and Director of

*  the Department 6f Land Records and Agriculture, dated Perandur, 4th March
1891, No. 7-C.i— ,

' i . kley’s report on the state of-the
the . honor to forward herewith Mr. Buckley’s rep
seaso:lll ﬁzze Kéélahasti zemindari for the week ending the 28th February 1891, and
the enclosures to the same. _ L v i ok
. : has now had a large experience ot the state oi the z
has v%sitg; e]w?;'cm:;'t of it. . His report confirms the hope that the wholly unexpected
rains of J anuary and February have made a material difference in the state of the
division thougg perhaps Mr. Buckley errs now on the side of under-estimating the
distress. He is of opinion that about 6,500fp§:‘180ns now v;ant) WOII‘}{,_ and’ tktlatfabou]t(; :
. : i f a sufficiency of food. ~As, no doubt, all 1n want of wor
%S?gogegsgist?zlﬁ v?i??lfs?hgi estimate of the former may be accepted for the present.
It is probable that the present: position, gradually accentuated, will obtain up to the

“ T M e e T el provide work. for 6,500 pérsons for three

months. This, at 2 annas a head, would cos;:bo?t Rsl.; 7.3,(::(})10. Ry i
tation of to-day a number of worksin the afiected centres wer
select:‘se.dlwghgzll; :?:5?512@ on the leorers for a month or more, by Whlc:dtulne ﬁ; 1:
to be hoped that further works will be ready to be started. You propos 11a‘aso .‘ka
the Dewan should have an advance under the Act for carrying out some sm(aix b(: Wot1 5.
Tt is desirable that the exact terms on which the Dewan is to do this should be pu Roré
paper. Lhave more faith in the Dewan’s work for the immediate presexlli’q.. e
tape and want of establishment will, I fear, prevent Mr. Watson fromqu 1i1g alllxy
appreciable advance in starting works before a month has elapsed, and, unless his

" hands are strengthened, I shall be considerably surprised if half the works mentioned

you have retained—are started within t_hat tim‘e.
derstand the position yourself and time will
to take a proper initiative,” Mr. Watson’s hands
d. I think he should have at least six subordi-

in that list—which, I may remind you,

show.! I would only say that,
should be considerably strengthene
nates to begin with. ; ; ;

4. As to the 9.000 persons said to be on short-commons, the theory is that, if
Work4 isﬁiovided, the vgsrkers will provide for the others. VVhﬁther'dm??t fturthlclar
assistance in the way of gratuitous relief should be granted to t Oif estitute wtdo
have no workers to depend on, or who exceed the limit which the workers can l};r{).w e
for, is a question of some difficulty. That the class is non-existent I do not believe,
Yor I have tohnid:such cascs it my inquiries. The fianger is that, if such relief is once |
given, it has a-tendency to assume uncontrollable “proportions, and also to demoralize
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others who prefer to be lazy to work. I think that a certain discretion might be
.allowed to' Mr. Buckley in the matter. Distress is certain to increase towards May,
and what now may be doubtful cases for relief will then admit of no doubt.

5. This brings us to the question of what must be done at this stage for the
further inspection and superintendence of relief in the zemindari. It is impossible
that Mr. Buckley ‘can be spared from his divisional work after the 15th instant. As
it is, his work has fallen into arrears, and jamabandi, already postponed for a month
later than usual, must. begin on ghe 20th instant, and will last to about the 15th July.
I consider it absolutely necessary that Mr. Buckley should continue to devote himself
to the investigation of, and reporting on, the state of the zemindari.. If so, some one

- must be detailed to carry on his magisterial and routine revenue work, and also to do
‘the jamabandi, which has fallen to his share, and t!ns person shguld _not .be a tyro, b}lt
an experienced officer. Jamabandi, as you know, is not a joke in this district, and no
probationer could do it. ' '

. 6. Allow me respectfully to take exception, as an experienced famine officer, to
the statement contained in paragraph 5 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 101, dated 24th
February 1891, inwhich it is said to be * incredible to the Qommlsmpner and contrary
to all his experience that, if reasonably argued with by an officer in Mr. Buckley’s
position, native men and women of the classes inured to, toil and labor, and at
a season of the year when the shelter of a home can be readily dispensed Wl.th, should
persist in remaining in their villages to see their children and helpless relatives starve

« around them sooner than‘go and work for them ata distance'of from 15 to 18 miles.”

Opinions to the contrary can be found passim in the replies to Gueries put l(?r the
Famine Commission. I shall only quote one passage from the same where Mr.
speaking of the earlier stages of distress, urges the necessity for works ¢ near places

where there is distfess,” on the ground of *‘the great danger at this stage that the .

reluctance of the people to go far from their homes‘or engage in unusual work, will

* idduce them to starve till they cease to e able-bodied ” (vol. I, p: 63). Ihave made

frequent inquiries on the subject, and the refusal is general to leave their villages.

" In a later stage of distress they will wander freely and can be dragooned in any

direction, but happily we have not come to this stage yet. When works are opened
in the zemindari the people are more likely to resort to them as they will be amongst
their own people, and will not have so-far to go. It is, however, even now true that
men have gone to distant places from certain villages for work. If Mr. Buckley

* stays amongst them, I am sanguine that he will be able to lead them to the works

which Mr. Watson and the Dewan will open.

7. In forwarding Mr. Buckley’s report I must again claim recognition for the
conscientious thoroughness with which that officer has performed a trying duty.

ENCLOSURE. '

From L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq, Acting Head Assistant Collector of North Arcot, to the

Collector of North Arcot, dated Bytikodiambedu, 2nd March 1891, No. A.

I have the honor to report on the inspection done by mé during the past week (22nd to 28th
February) with reference to the state of the season in the Kélahasti zemindari.

2. I have encamped at the following places: Pallamala, Kovanur, Ramapuram, Modu-
gulapoliem, Gudimallam, Musalipedu, Ragigunta and Kalathur, and have inspected 19 villages
and their hamlets. . The direction of my tour ‘has been from east to west aross the centre of
the Kélahasti division and thence ia Ragigunta southwards.

3. A lize from Pallamala to Musalipedu gives the direction.of a belt in which there has
been some distress. This distress is of a lighter nature than that which has been noticed at
Perandur, Chelamathur and Talarived. This, with the exception of a few villages in the north,
is the northern boundary of the affected parts. West of Musalipedu the villages lie close to the
river Swarnamuki, and are irrigated by river channels and wells which are numerous, easily

sunk, and which give a good supply of water. Musalipedu is the western limit of distress. From °

Ramapuram to Ragigunta, the two vill passed (Byragivandigai and Pheqlmasamudra.m) have
jungle streams and cultivation is now g?)%ﬁ;%n. 5 Raggunta and the adjoining village of Peran-
dasem are not well off. There is slight distress. In Kalatur and Patapaliam, at the head of the
Loki valley 1;)1 the Maderpak division, the distress is slightly greater, the persons affected being
more in number. 3

4. Nine of the nineteen villages visited are unaffected. Of the remaining ten (vide state-

ment B), the total population is about 2,148.  The number of those wanting work has been

rose,”
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calculated at 196 or 9-1 per cenf., and the number of those wanting food at 355 or 16°5 per cent.
These villages lie in a jungly country and the inhabitants can fall back on fael ‘cutting—a not
remunerative’ oscupation when the market is eight or ten miles off. The price'of firewood has
fallen, and a day » spent in carrying to market the wood cut, so that practically there .is only
one day’s pay for two days’ labor. The people say they live on about half rations. Itis

* cerlain that the diet of the lower classes is reduced considgrably. I have seen mo cases of

undoubted emaciation.

5. I have now visited all the affected parts of the zemindari with the exception of a few
villages here and there,  The worst parts are (1) around Perandur and Sennalurpet, (2) around
Arambakam, Chelamathur and Battalavallam, (3) the eastern part of the Kélahasti division from
Palurivedu to Manganellur. The less affected parts are from Pallamala to Masulipedu and the
villages of Ragigunta and Perandasem in the south ok Kalahasti; Poli and the surrounding
villages and a few others in the north of Iélahasti; the Loki valley in western Maderpak,
the southern extremity of that part of the Maderpak division in which the villages of Maderpak

., lies and the village of Madanembedu about ien miles south-west of Maderpak., When

inspectéd the Tirupuranthakapuramkota valley in the begipning of January, it was affected in
the same way as the Loki valley, but from reports since received, the rainfall has of late been
plentiful there, and a considerable extent is now being cultivated with ragi which is watered fram
jungle streams and a few wells. -

6 The population of Maderpak at the last census was 70,000 in round numbers, the
number of persons in Maderpak requiring work has been calculated at about 4,000 or 5'7 per cent.
and the riumber requiring food at 7,200 or 10-3 per cent. The population of Kélahasti at the
last census was roughly 52,000. The humber in Kalahasti requiring work is estimated at 1,500
or 2'9 per cent., the number requiring food is estimated at 5-2 per cent. It is practically only
the southern and the eastern half of K4lahasti that is affected. It has been impossible to verify
these-figures. They have only been arrived at by questioning the village officers and the people
who would probably represent the distress as greater than the reality. .

7. I hear that the tank restoration works are to be put in hand at once in all the worst
affected parts, and that works will shortly be begun in various parts, This will give work to
those that require it, and no further relief is wanted in my opinion. :

8. T enclose the usual statements A and B. Enclosure (1) is the map of tite zemindari
.showing my tour during the last week and the various parts affected. Enclosure (2) is a copy
of notes of information gained by random house-to-house visits among the coolies of Perandasem
and Ragigunta. :

- Remarks on Deputy Tahsildar of Maderpak’s inspection— :
(1) Since writing the,above, I have received the report of the Deputy Tahsildar of
Maderpak. He has-done good work in the week: He has visited the southern part of
Cachinad and the country arbund Pennalurpet.

(2) He reports that the country south-east of Maderpak village is very badly off, four |

small villages only due south of Maderpak village beil_lg free.from dist_ress up to date. This
tract was reported on by me last week. The crops have failed to a very_cons%derable extent. There
is no work in the villages, and only a very little wo_rk can be obtained in the neighbourhood.
Peddapoliem is one of the largest and most affected villages, and the Tahsildar reports that he

- has induced fourteen coolies from this village to go to Ponnéri for work. If they report favorably,

140 other able-bodied coolies will probably follow from the same village. This is good: I
think the ‘people will go to the works if they once get a lead. The people gengrally say tl}ey
are afraid to go to Government works, for, all who went to Government works in the famine
of 1876-78, never returned. : : )

(8) The tract around, Pennalurpet is in a very bad way. Tt is here (and around Peran-
dur Chelamathuru) that the distress is acutest. I have not visited this part since January, and,
judging from the report of the Deputy Tahsildar, I think the number of those in the Maderpak
division requiring work may be raised from four to five thousand or to 7-1 per cent. of the popu-
lation. The population affected in this tract is considerably greater thad I had calculated it to

. be, several villages having over 1,000 inhabitants.

(4) The crops have almost entirely failed, and, where successful, have given a very poor

. outturn, " Thereis at present work for a few of those wanting it in digging ground-nut in villages

in Chingleput. But this will soon be over.. The rest—the majority—live on loans and the
charity of the rich.

. The extent of standing crops is ineonsiderable. The showers in January and February
were insufficient for cultivating late crops. An attempt was made, but it was given up after a
smali extent had been ploughed. ' ;

« A
(5). The Tahsildar’s statement is enclosed. It was received without a covering letter.
- 6). The report of the Deputy Tahgildar of Kalahasti has not yet been received.
! (7). T hear privately from Mr, Watson that the village of Chinnapet, four miles from here
is badly off, the children showing signs of emaciation. I shall see them to-morrow morning.

P.8.—1I have just received the report of the Kalahasti Deputy Tahsildar, His movements

h]‘;f e not extended beyond a few miles from Kélahasti town. The distress there is inconsider-
able," :
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Resolution—dated 11th March 1891, No, 133.

‘With his first letter'read above, the Collector submits the results of Mz. B ‘kl e
tour through the Cachindd division and the eastern portion of Kdlahasti -du:i(ijoeg;lz
week ending the 22nd ultimo, and with his second letter, the report of Mr. Bucl?ley’s

further tour for the week ending 28th February across the northern portion of the. '

zemindari from east to west aud through its centre from mnorth to south. In the
second of these two reports, Mr, Buckley summarizes the results of his inspection of
'p{le zemindari, and furnishes a useful map showing the localitiesdn which the distress
is most severely felt. IHealso gives an estimate of the total numbers in the: zemindari
.who, in his opinion, are respectively (1) in need of work, (2) in need of food. The
numbers in need of work are stated to be about 5,000 or 7°1 per cent. of, the population

in the Maderpak division and about 1,500 or 29 per cent. of the population in the

Kalahastt division of the zemindari,

*.2. The numbers given by M, Buckley as requiring food, which include the
‘ ;ngberskslzlqw_n_ above das bm need of work, are 9,000 or 12+9 per cent. in the
aderpak division, and’ about 2,700 or 5:2 per cent. of the ation 1
Kélahasti division of the zemindari’; = 3 Oy papulation un i the
The total numbers requiring work and those requiring food throughout i
; ) , - I the zemin-
dari are, as given by Mr. Buckley, 6,500 and 11,700 reZpectively. Tt is imposs;?)llz
3{1‘- n]fu%kley @IEP‘&{US, :3}2 Ve}'lllfy these figures. ¢ They have ”” he states ‘“been artived
at only by questioning the village officers and the people, who woul
the distress as greatel? than the reality, . orfhad e iy d.P tobably vap rf}sent
The Commissioner is of opinion that the numbers gi o
! ‘ given are in excess of th
numbers that would be likely to go to a Government work situated, say, ten miles ‘fronel3
their homes, but they no dOUbthI‘eIgresent fairly enough the numbers who at present are
put to great gtralts to earn a livelihvod and to whom the opening of works near their
homes wollld be a very great boon. He returned on, the evening of the 5th instant

from a_tour of 8 days through the zemindari extending from the Rénigunta station

by Izoad. to Kilahasti and' thence by road almost due south through the centre of the
ze{xllqdarl by way .of Ragigunta where he met Mr. Buckley, Kolatur and Midda Khan-
drigai to Badakodiembedu, and thence to Uttukottai and Perandur in the centre of the
tract reported on by Mr. Buckley in his report for the week ending 14th February

(Board’s Proceedings, No. 101, dated 24th February 1891). - At Perandur the Commis-

 sioner and Mr. Buckley met the Collector Mr. LeFanu, who had spent the previou
days in inspecting villages in' the neighbourhood of PerandulPand Mzﬁlerpak.s feX
considerable portion of the Commissioner’s journey was made in company with
Mt. Buckley through the tract which was the scene of Mr. Buckley’s first inspection
in J anusrl))f. ﬁn some portions of the tract, notably in the Arani valley which is
trayersed by the road from Nagalapur to Uttukottai, the rains of January and February
have changed the face of ?he country, and have led to the planting of unusually large
areas under the wells which in this o Ao e re gt
o find fol 8 valley are very numerous. In this valley all the
Vi ig‘?rs an'(;ldl %nﬁ)loyn}eqt. In the portions of the zemindari " visited between Ragi-
%“g a‘and Midda Khandrigai wells are less numerous, and the rains of January and
e 1“11131'3(’1 ge}ve no material supplies to the tanks, but they gave grass for the nume-
rous erds 0 cattle? which are owned by the villagers, or which are brought from other
parts anc en]:ruste_zd to the"care of the villagers in view to their benefiting by the
grazing in the neighbouring hills and jungles. Looking after the cattle gives employ-

ment tﬁ conlzsidembifie numbers of the laboring classes, and others fitd employment in
agricultural operations or i gathering firewood, or, in collecting ‘bark and other -

jungle products which are plentiful in the neighbouring jungles. There are there-
fore very few without employment of some kind, and though most of the laboring
classes are on short commons there are none who are, absolutely without means of
livelihood. At the same time it ishighly desirable that some additional employment
shotild be given by Government at fairly good wages, for there is-but little doubt
that the ryots, whose own losses to some extent explain, if they do not justity, their
action, and the contractors for. jungle produce, and other employers of labor ave taking
advantage of th’e glut of labor in the. market to pay much less than a fair remunera-
tion for a day’s work. The opening of a number of small and scattered works by
‘the Dewan of the zemindar with the aid of the advance of Rs. 10,000 which has
. just been’ placed @t his disposal by Government will correct this state of things, and it

.~ is hoped that thg Engineer whose serv}
_have ready a considera 1
_employment to all who are likely to resor
" Engineer Mr. Watson at Rénigunta and earn

T e et
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ces have been lent to the zemindar will soon
ble number of large works which will be capable of giving
t to them. The Commissioner met the
esly impressed upon him the necessity
of these large works. Mr. Watson is fully alive to his

ibilities 1 if 1 solely to his want of establishment, a
res bilities in the matter, and 1f 18 due ‘solely tc :
Walll)f?nvilhilcilleﬁas, the Commisi@sioner understands, been now removed, that he has' as

yet been able to do so Little. ra
3. Mr. Buckley considers th

that, if work is provided, the workers will provide for their dependents. Regarding,

at, 1L sy further assistance in the way of

this point Mr. LeFanu writes: ‘Whether any : ¥y

gratuli)toﬁs relief should be granted to those destitate who have no workers to depend

on. or who exceed the limit which the workers can provide for, 15 a question of some
>

L ’ : . i for I have found such
lass is non-existent I'do mot believe, _ _
g;iguli?.mrrhi{;tqlff}:'?e; The danger is that, if such relief is once given, it has a
Sin déncy toy Bl uncontrollable propdrtions and also to demoralise others who
prefer to be lazy

Mr. Buckley in the .matter.
now may be doubtful cases

of speedily commencing some

Distress is certain to increase towards May, and what
for relief will then admit of no doubt.” -

that ‘the ample. employment which will be

<timated to be in need of it in the zemindari should render
:fls ?;i?}f:;tEjlﬁ;;nlﬁ);:’:u?-g;vuennpceSsary- In the event, how?ver, of‘ dlstregs inereasing,
the question will be further considered. Mr.. Buefkliy - seyvc;?eg bwﬂl be made
available for employment in the continued inspection of the zemindari by the appoint-

1 ; lone overnmen 4 :
ggg?s'}chs’?aid;lc(tllggg(’ciigz.g\fenue work and also IGOGd0 the jamabandi, awd Mr. buckley
will be sble at-once to bring to the notige of ,overnmfent e SHAR G SRR
circumstances in the zemindari which 1:enders th‘; grg.nt of gratuitous relief necessary
in any special localities. = The appomtment s the add1t19nalf - De?“% Collector
will. the Commissioner considers, do’away Wltl; . te nece(s}zl‘ty(rlor 1;1%t-13te.rr1ng -y
port,ion of the Maderpak division, even temporarily, to the Chingleput district.

s second letter, the Collector takes exception to the Com-
missic5);161rl’]s I;i;{igll“lzptlillﬂ (1)5 vlvi':zs iupcredible to him anﬁ col?ltm’ry to all his experience that,
if reasonably argued with by an officer 1nk Mr. &10 ey’s P051t1;)n,hnat1ve m}(:n and
women of the classes inured to toil and labpr anh at a season o t e‘yegr when thp
shelter of 2 home can be readily dispénsed with 8 ould persist in remaining in their

relatives starve around them sooner than go

pEpe 3 . : Ipless i ; . :
lejl(liagyis;-]iofzibt}tl};zraihélg;:til?:ed o};efgom fifteen to eighteen miles; and Mr. LeFanu

them gL 19 found in the replies to queries put by the
;{:ate.s .th%t‘; Opuilsl:iléil to iﬁgﬁgtﬁge e quotes that of the Honorable Mr. Grose, in

im}}lﬁh :mf%l il of the earlier stages of distress, urges the necessity for
W 1;; at o lcer, ghere There is distress on the ground of the great danger at this
Works near {piaces from their homes or engage in unusual

4. The Commissioner considers

: to go far .
stage that the reluctance of the people to 8 {0 be able-bo it ) havo S6 dhis

St e cease _
g:sgenlk}en&lﬁfni?s?om;ég':‘(Ziar;‘i;,tl‘tl)lu?]t%{a.danger is in thp case of li)ndiVi?uals and not
of whole classes of the populace, and it is a danger vghlc}(li I'nuslt. fatc%n ,rt;lnt;ec_l. by ’Illn
officer, and, if possible, removed, or, at an rat.e(i g “(’3 lg dl'ml Sfy showing the
beople tho mpossibility, whero distress if ot 81l ¥ (SRRt 0TS s e successful
attefn';) by Government to give employmeﬂ_t to all who will go to it m. e immediate
vicinity of their homes.

6. Tn paragraph 4 of his v
supposed to have been given by id less than what they could get b
iy o5 : WOl‘kS Sh()uld be pal 2 ° M u ‘t‘e v Y-
:?rli)}:?ﬁfgra({nlalgcl)g?r };{: eg{;)t:):\lny Collector seems to have misapprehended the Commis-
g T:

sioner’s remark in a particular case which was that the rates for men on, a particular
‘ % . nna
work should not have been raised from 2 @ , ; _

: - \ llector 18 requested to report what rates are now
object of attracting labor. e in the Wandiwash taluk. .

paid to laborers on minor irﬁgaﬁon tyorks 1n

first let-tex.", the' Collegtor refers 4o some instruetions

at the provision of work is all that is required, and '

to work. -I think thata certain diseretion might be allowed to

t of an additional Deputy Collector to carry on his

the Commissioner to the effect that the laborers

s to 21 annas per day with the sole «
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7. The Commissioner gladly joins ‘with. the Collector in acknowledging fthe *
work done by Mr. Buckley.. He is sparing no pains to make himself thoroughly .

acquainted with the state of the people in his charge.

(True Copies and Extreict.)

.(Signed) P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary.

. To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, |

: with enclosures in original.
»»  Collector of North Arcot. :

,»  Land Revenue Department.

OrpEr—dated 19th March 1‘891, No. 223‘, Revenue.

His Excellency the Governor in
Council is satisfied that the time, has
_ arrived when gratuitous relief should be
given to a limited extent in.the Wandiwash taluk of North Arcot and in the
Kélahasti zemindari. Accordingly he resolves to vest the Collector with ‘diseretion to
grant such relief subject to the orders of the Board, provided that it is restricted to
destitute women and .children and to such males as are physically incapable*of labour,
and have no well-to-dosrelation who can support them. , The relief should be given in
the shape of cooked food whichshould be distributedat kitchens to beopenedat convenient
centres. The administration of this relief will be supervised in the Wandiwash taluk

- by the Deputy Collector of the division and in the K4lahasti zemindari by the Head
Assistant Collector. The latter has already-been relieved of his'ordinary work by the
appointment of a Special Deputy Collector gnd the suggested transfer of .the Maderpak
division to Chingleput is unnecessary. Another Special Deputy Collector will be
appointed to assist in conducting the jamabandi so that the Deputy Collector. of the
Arni division 'may be set free for the inspection of villages and administration of
relief. % ' : '

2. The Collector’s requ.est that Mr. Watson’s hands may be strengthened will be
. considered in the Department of Public Works. If possible the six subordinates
asked for should be made available.

3. His Excellency the Governor in Council motes with satisfaction the testimony
of the Board and Collector to the good work performed by Mr. Buckley.

Miscellaneous.

. e (Tr;xe Extract.)

. (Signed)  C. A. GALTON, -
4 Secretary to Government.

'. To the Department of Public Works.
»» the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the

Department of Land Records and Agriculture.
,, the Accountant-General. : !

,» the Collector of North Arcot. .
,, the*Commissioners of Land Revenue.

Pa—

: : ' No. 223A.
Copy to the Government. of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department.

. , ' (Signed) C. A. GALTON, . -
' : Secretary.to Government,

Exd.'A. Aubert.

130 Copies.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(REVENUE SEITLEMENT, LAND RECOKDS AND AGRICULTURE).

MRr. CLoGSTOUN.

Reap— the following letter from W. J. H. L FANU, Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director
of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Chittoor, 26th
February 1891, Ref. on Gl. Eng. No. 1247 :— .

In continuation of my foot-note, Ref. on Gl. Eng. No. 1068 of 1891, dated 20th
February 1891, to the Head Assistant Collector’s letter, No. 58, dated 15th February
1891, I have the honor to forward, herewith, a copy of Mr. Buckley’s report, No. 66,
dated 22nd February 1891, on the results of his further irquiries in the Kilahasti
zemindari for the week ending 22nd February 1891. The able-bodied people are
not likely to go to the works in Ponnéri taluk, as they are some distance away from
the affected parts, and I, therefore, think it is very necessary to immediately provide
work for people wanting it in or in the immediate neighbourhood of the affected
villages. To this end I would suggest that the hands of the special Engineer be
strengthened by giving him a sufficient number of upper subordmate§, viz., super-
visors and overseers, to enable him to have the estimates, &c., prepared in the several
affected tracts and the works commenced with the least practicable delay.

9. Tn obedience to the telegraphic orders of the Commissioner, I am arranging
to proceed to the Maderpak division. Meanwhile, with the facts now reported by
Mr. Buckley, I leave it to the Board and Government to decide whether the time has
not arrived for investing the local officer with discretion to grant relief in some shape
to those who may be absolutely in want of the same. As observed by Mr. Buckley
it is extremely difficult to draw the line where emaciation begins. As he speaks to
having found several persons who have appreciably deteriorated in health already,
I beg respectfully to submit that, in my opinion, the time /as arrived, bearing in mind
the remarks in paragraph 3 of the introduction to the Famine Code.

3. While on this subject I beg again to urge the transfer of Maderpak diyisipn,
for purposes of inquiry into the state of the season there, to the thngleput district.
It is, I most respectfully submit, extremely difficult, if not impossible, for the district
officers of North Arcot to look after the division without serious prejudice to their
work in other parts of the distriet. Mr. Buckley has been engaged on the inquiries in
this zemindari since the latter part of December last, except for a short interval. The
result is that he has not been able to attend much to his ordinary work. The parties
who had to go to him have been put to considerable inconvenience and I had to send
down the Special Deputy Collector to Rénipet to hold the abkdri sales of the Head
Assistant Collector’s division to the great prejudice of census and other work in the
Special Deputy Collector’s own division.

_Now that I have to go to Maderpak my current work will be greatly delayed
and it will take some weeks before I can bring it again to its normal state.

4. The Deputy Collector on General Duties reports that during his recent visit to
Wandiwash the Commissioner considered that the wages given to the laborers
employed under amani should be less than what they could get by agricultural labor.
This would, I submit, be hard on those who would have to protect infirm dependants
unless they are provided with gratuitous relief.



Pap_

.

PN A A

2 Boarp or Revenue (Rev. Serr, L. Rps. axp Acrr), 11re Mar. 1891, No. 133.

A N A A A AR AN A,

Excrosurz,

From I. E. BUCKLEY, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of North Arcot, to the Collector
of North Arcot, dated Pallamalai, 27nd February 1891, No, 66. .

I have the honor to submit a report on th
Kélahasti divisions in the period from Sunday,
inclusive.

2. The tracts visited are ( 1) the whole of Cachinad
“island ” in the middle of Chingleput), and (2) the eas

., 3- On 15th February, leaving Perandar in the south of Maderpak for Cachinad, I proceeded
vif A_rm in the hopes of seeing the officer in charge of the irrigation works there, but was dis-
appointed On 16th I proceeded to Maderpak vi i
Cachinad division on the four days 16th—19th. I

kam (one day), and Chalamathuru, and visited 21 villages ‘ :
of the total.

4. I am glad to be able to report that about 40 per cent. of the Cachinad sub-division need

give no cause for anxiety, In the centra] portion, including Manelluru, Sanaputhur, Surepundi,

Arury, and six other villages, of which | ; i : 1 Konda-
manellurn villages, the hgar s l‘a.nghave information, but excluding Pallevada and Ko

ol a fair first erop
early in the year, but the ool poBelng ed from fair to good. Pallevadu had a fair firs

; tion are now in difficulties. Thesé villages give some
assistance to those adjoining, which are ; Ftho

o tracts visited by me in the Maderpak and
15th February, to Saturday, 22nd February, both

» & sub-division of Maderpak (this is the
tern portion of Kélahasti.

hn a bad way. for in them the coolies of the worslflz-gg
: e disposal of their labor. Bul it is not every well-

:}llgaugxfa%zﬁeilm:rgezn and more labor than can bf}) supplied within its limits. The boundaries of
Puvala on the nor(;h,mn' roughly, south-east from Manelluru on the sonth and north-east from

They are marked in the acoom i 3 ki
' panying map with dotted blue lines.
5. Of the two aff ted parts : s
and the neighbourhac;ogf ,,fdm}])at T t}?e northern is the worse off. This is as badly off as Perandur

- ; disastrous season is the successor of many previous bad ones:

e ;ouﬁe:;: i [t)erh:p ' :hg}l;tly better off, but the difference is practically {nt?ppreciable. 4
. ese two ¢ 3

extent, where they ha::osfmceeer;e;l,g: o a very large failure of crops, and even on the smé

1 ures
are given against each village in statge outturn has been only from 2 to 4 annas. The fig 4

ment A,
7. The total population of the 1] s 6,291.
. 11 villages visited in these two tracts amounts to 6,

E;eizug;:?olf ?a:&a caleulated to be in want o workmils eabo:; 84?«(; Yg'ﬁ per cent. and the num-

the villages ho 1,575 or 25 per cent, As I have seen about one-third of the villages (ag
about 2 f ? "l‘ht'i.ve seen are the larger ones), the numbers given by me should be mU}tlpl‘ed {
Ahotit'l 960 18 will g1ve total population of affected parts about 14,000, of those without wore
worlllx £, and of those in want of food ahoyt 8,500, Of course, Bicee persons do get mknnis
o1y e feod, iries made by me, it appears that in good eﬁ‘:‘i ﬁox;nns
3 ’ ages for such work being 2 or 3 free meals + 13 7 o8
oo bout 3 Madras men Tes of grain), Wiork is now obtginable abont two or ﬂ:}i‘g":;l?nd
UNas a day (=1} Madras measureat the Pmez:cgns besides
the carner—often 4 or 5, The wir ¢ Of grain has to feed usually at least twop “seldom, for

.
’

Ty [ 9, ife mg : husband, but very for
:‘(’;i ilse:‘lvt;lnost h'tillfxol?talmble. One maleymoe‘:a]::[g}ni ?:},Fi\;le;il‘lls ?) away seversa fter them-
| ey’ will n§t lea:;f:hfilrd }:o?snple (zif children and an old father or agbrothﬂ' to look & an able
; 8 an - hus, in many "o jnst
d person is left, ¢, amilies unprotected, and thus, 1 7 elations, 1
of being free to g0 and t::rﬁ%zofﬁaei‘;l;fmploymeut of the guardianship of his re'¥ cooly

el $ _— lsmnowt €D ‘hey‘”
imif ¥rablin s that meal iy g o one. }'ﬁ:; usaally eat three Tt rate i ¥
they would not, be el . e, Even if all had constant work at the presen ally-
hers well ‘fﬂ' All have ¢ constant work ; some only get it 0ocasio” want of food
refer to the monibers given by meas showing those in want of work and those 3t swho do 2 ¢
usually work for g 1 BA%O ot attunion o murber Ehose poorer I daily payEEy
of wages, soat ST Wages. . Brven if: oy vidod close at haod, With ¥ oy woul
moa  descent 1 o . Beiat . g il o Joining o o sseitce 47
stomachs to their gentility, " © (*F them, and, I thiak, they would pre got s
. W
T 10 genae 0, OO ik & Brcensio ot f the i the poors. clme rrainly 20420
to th ? a Genel'&l ent 0‘ Bnergy I h fo“ d sevel‘&l pemn' Who are oe tha
wherg ¢l 8veruge of Phyeical wbility, ¢ 5, gy
bered w,gz)l‘:ctl:? K 13 s seldom, even i rous times, that one t G‘M
, much flesh ; the hard life In prospe constan mor®

i constant labor and andl S )
Droftatys o tsom dereloping the m'?.‘ait;“:,?”&‘;;‘.f who follow more sedeniCl,’ zqmiter
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fed. Their standard of comfort at the best of times is only just high enough to keep them in
working trim and no one can possibly deny that their present reduced diet, if continued, must
gradually lead to a state of starvation, from which they will take long to recover and constant
supply of work at hand to all who need it is required.
10. Of the villages in the well-off central tracts, as I have already said,' Pallevada and
Condamanelluru are exceptions to the general rule. The villages of N mdukupp_am and
egumaduru are, I think, out of danger, though they can do nothing to alleviate the distress of
their neighbours to the north,
11. To turn to the tract visited in K4lahasti division, I left Chelamathuru on the 20th
and on the 20th and 21st I visited seven villages, encamping at Talarivedn and Nirpakota. A
map is appended showing the tract visited which lies north and south of the Tada-Kalahasti road.
51 'The villages visited are Talarivedu, Kallivedu, Chavali, Kanchanaputhuru, Gazula-
Pinnaluru, Koovanambedu and N irpakota. Of these, all except Kanchanaputhuru, Kallivedu
and Takrivedu, may be expected to pull through, though they have had by no means a good
season. g
13. Tn the three villa d, the population is about 2,000 ; about 210 are out of work
or 10°5 and 390 orefgt; ;%e(sﬂ:l?;gi fﬁcient%igt The work geperally done is fuel-cutting and a
small amount of cultivation. These people are on short rations as in Ma(?‘{rl’"‘k' thei
14 Tt will b k haps months, before the zemindari authorities commence their
restoration sohem:.so?:h‘gsi ist' Iﬂ?;ﬁ? necessary to start works at onee at Pezl'iz.ndurba_nd Chila-
mathuru and some place in the south of Cachinad, say Maderpak or Vanama tl" as ?;lugI 123‘:;_9
central, and also probably at Talarivedu. The belp afforded by the restoration will, '
eome too late, - - 4
5 i tours in Cachinad and in
15. Two ma 1 1 and 2) are appended, showing the : -
Kilahasti, Statf}ze(s:lsczsz;?B are also appended, the first g.wmgf d%aliseda:i %fasizten(:lfmgr
lages, &e., and the second an abstract, showing the total population of at ecﬁakeu d f ot i
out of work and in want of food, &c. Knclosures 3 and 4 are copies of notes g
to-house inquiries at Maderpak and Timminanayudupet ]
16. The reports of the Deputy Tahsildars are not yet received.

PR

. or of North Arcot

Reap— i _J. H. LE FANT, Esq., Collector o : :

7 th:ofgllllovsvmg l:tte;ofrt%r: (‘Xm{nissioner of Revs’anue éettlement and Dlrect(‘)r O}f
the Deep:::rieg of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Perandur, 4th Mam

1891, No. 7-C. :—

i - kley’s report on the state of the
Ih : to forward herewith Mr. Buckley :
Season iziietlgélgﬁg::i Zerg;‘ndari for the week ending the 28th February 1891, and

the enclosures to the same.

| ie he state of the zemindari and

K B e i expe!r;:nt%f; (ilfote that the wholly unexpected

!l'l:isn:l :}t?az\‘;zry I;ir(; olf‘;ﬁ}ualg;shl:fe(’ 'rgi(c)lltleﬁ; material I(’lif_ference 1:11 the;ta;:igf :hh:

division thougrg perhaps Mr. Buckley errs now on the side (;f ur; ker;(:lsdutx;l o agb i

distress,’ H:18 ok sphaton bt shet oy sosar ity v(;'anbtwgtll ’in want of work
9,000 persons are in want of a sufficiency of food. ~ As, no doubt,

is esti £ the former may be accepted for the present.

Will not come to our works, his estimate 0 ke B ae i
i iti adually accentuated, will p

g:“;s (I:fr oi?:;e tha‘tyzhif‘fzsfﬂz,.g?gz Og; %l;ovide work for 6.500 persons for three

months, This, at 2 annas a head, would cost about Rs. 73,000.

. ber of worksin the affected centres were
e D to-dayb?)rlgsmfor a month or more, by which time it is

selected which would carry on th"il]?)e ready to be started. You proposed also that

to be hoped that further Workslzle under the Act for carrying out some smaller works,

ich the Dewan is to do t.h‘is should be put on
i desiIral‘:; o s thefe;tzi;zti:le ral; O]I;ev:vl:zlxg?}:i work for the immediate present. Red
Paper. ave more fai :

: . revent Mr. Watson from making any'
tape and want of establishment will, lis fie;g’ rl; e i Al s sa0 b

appreciable advance in starting WOrks bly surprised if half the works mentioned
hands are strengthened, I shall be eons;glfil’;avi rlentfin At withih St G

inntel‘::it liz—z]hai:;lé f):l i{i?ma;n;o{loz’nderstand the position yourself and time will
ed not e Ty

the Dewan should have an adva
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show. I would only say that, to take a proper initiative, Mr. Watson’s hands
should be considerably strengthened. I think he should have at least six subordi-
nates to begin with.

4. As to the 9,000 persons said to be on short-commons, the theory is that, if
work is provided, the workers will provide for the others. Whether any farther
assistance in the way of gratuitous relief should be granted to those destitute who
have no workers to depend on, or who exceed the limit which the workers can provide
for, is a question of some difficulty. That the class is non-existent I do not believe,
for I have found such cases in my inquiries. The dunger is that, if such relief is once
given, it has a tendency to assume uncontrollable proportions, and also to demoralize
others who prefer to be lazy to work. I think that a certain diseretion might be
allowed to Mr. Buckley in the matter. Distress is cerfain to increase towards May,
and what now may be doubtful cases for relief will then admit of no doubt. i

5. This brings us to the question of what must be done at this stage for the
further inspection and superintendence of relief in the zemindari. It is impossible
that Mr. Buckley can be spared from his divisional work after the 15th instant. As
it is, his work has fallen into arrears, and jamabandi, already postponed for a month
later than usual, must begin on the %0th instant, and will last to about the 15th July.
I consider it absolutely necessary that Mr. Buckley should continue to devote himself
to the investigation of, and reporting on, the state of the zemindari. If so, some one
must be detailed to carry on his magisterial and routine revenue work, and also to do
the jamabandi, which has fallen to his share, and this person should not be a tyro, but
an experienced officer. Jamabandi, as you know, is not a joke in this district, and no
probationer could do it.

6. Allow fne,respectfully to take exception, as an experienced famine officer, to
the statement contained in paragraph 5 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 101, dated 24th
February 1891, inwhich it is said to be “ incredible to the Commissioner and contrary
to all his experience that, if reasonably argued with by an ofﬁc_er in Mr. Buckley’s
position, native men and women of the classes inured to t01_l and labor, and at
a season of the year when the shelter of a home can be readily dispensed Wi.th, should
persist in remaining in their villages to see their children and helpless relatives starve
around them sooner than go and work for them ata distance of from 15 to 18 miles.”
Opinions to the contrary can be found passim in the replies to queries put by the
Famine Commission. I shall only quote one passage from the same where Mr. Grose,
speaking of the earlier stages of distress, urges the necessity for works  near places
where there is distress,” on the ground of * the great danger at this stage that the
reluctance of the people to go far from their homes or engage in unusual work, will
induce them to starve till they cease to be able-bodied ” (vol. I, p. 63). I have made
frequent inquiries on the subject, and the refusal is general to leave their villages.
In a later stage of distress they will wander freely and can be dragooned in any
direction, but happily we have not come to this stage yet. When works are opened
in the zemindari the people are more likely to resort to them as they will be amongst
their_own people, and will not have so far to go. It is, however, even now true that
men have gone to distant places from certain villages for work. If Mr. Buckley
stays amongst them, I am sanguine that he will be able to lead them to the works
which Mr. Watson and the Dewan will open.

7. In forwarding Mr. Buckley’s report I must aéain claim recognition for the
conscientious thoroughness with which that officer has performed a trying duty.

ENCLOSURE.
From L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of North Arcot, to the
Collector of North Arcot, dated Bytikodiambedu, 2nd March 1891, No. A.

I have the honor to report on the inspection done by me during the past week (22nd to 28th
February) with reference to the state of the season in the Kélahasti zemindari.

2. T have encamped at the following places: Pallamala, Kovanur, Ramapuram, Modu-
gulapoliem, Gudimallam, Musalipedu, Ragigunta and Kalathur, and have inspected 19 villages
and their hamlets. The direction of my tour has been from east to west across the centre of
the Kélahasti division and thence ria Ragigunta southwards.
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3. A lice from Pallamala to Musalipedu gives the direction of a belt in which there has
been some distress. This distress is of a lighter nature than that which has been noticed at
Perandur, Chelamathur and Talarived. This, with the exception of a few villages in the north,
is the northern boundary of the affected parts. West of Musalipedu the villages lie close to f.he
river ' Swarnamuki, and are irrigated by river channels and wells whicl_l ‘aTe numerous, easily
sunk, and which give.a good supply of water. Musalipedu is the western limit of distress. From
Ramapuram to Ragigunta, the two villages passed (Byragivandigai an1 Phemmasamudram) have

- jungle streams and cultivation is now going on. Ragigunta and the adjoining village of Peran-
- dasem are not wéll off, There is slight distress. In Kalatur and Patapaliam, at the head of the

Loki valley in the Maderpak division, the distress is slightly greater, the persons affected being

"more in number,

L s Nine of the nirl(;teen .villa.ges _visited are unaffected. Of the remaining ten (vide state- .

ment B), the total population is about 2,148. The number of those wanting work has been
calculafed at 196 or 91 per cent., and the number of those wanting food at 355 or 165 per cent.
These villages lie in a jungly country and the inhabitants can fall back on fael cutting—a not

- remunerative occupation when the market is eight or ten miles off. The price of firewood has
“fallen, and a day 1s spent in carrying to market the wood cut, so that practically there is only

one day’s pay for two days’ labor. The people say they live on about half rations. It is
certain that the diet of the lower classes is reduced. considerably.. I bave seen no cases of
undoubted emaciation. 8 :

" 5. I have now visited all the affected" psirts of the zemindari with the exception of a few *

villages here and there. The worst parts are (1) around Perandur and Sennalurpet, (2) around
Arambakem, Chelamathur and Battalavallam, (3) the eastern part of the Kélahasti division from
Palarivedu to Manganellur. The less affected parts are from Pallgma]a to Ma.sl_lhpedu aud the
villages of Ragigunta and Perandasem in the south of Ka,laha.su; Po.h. and the sutroundmg
villages and a few others in the north of Kélahasti; the Loki valley in western Maderpak,
the southern extremity of that part of the Maderpgk division in which the villages of Maderpak

lies and the: village of Madanembedu about len miles south-west of Maderpak. When I°

inspected the Iirupuranthakapuramkota valley in the beginning of January, it was affected in

- the same way as the Loki valley, but from reports since received, the rainfall has of late been

plentiful there, and a considerable extent is now being cultivated with ragi which is watered from
junglesstreams and a few wells. ' .

6 The populaiion of Maderpak at the last census was 70,000 in round numbers, the
number of persons in Maderpak requiring work has been calculated at a.bgut 4,000 0r 57 per cent.
and the number requiring food at 7,200 or 103 ‘per cent.. ‘I'he population of Kalahasti at the
last census was roughly 52,000. The number in Kiélahasti requiring work is estimated at 1,500

or 29 per cent., the number requiring foed is estimated at 5:2 per cent. It is practically only

the southern and the eastern half of Kalahasti that is affected. It has been impossible to verify
these figures. They have only been arrived at' by questioning the village officers and the people,
who would probahly represent the distress as greater than the reality. . d

7. 1 hear that the tank restoration works are to be put in hand at once in all the worst
ected parts, and that ‘works will shortly be begm_l In various parts. This will give work to
f osesthat require it, and no further relief is wanted in My opinion. :

" 8. T enclose the usual statements A and B. Enclosuré (1) is the map of the zemindari

* showing my tour during the last wetk and the various parts affected. Enclosure (2) is a copy

of notes of information gained by random house-to-house visits among the coolies of Perandasem
and Ragigunta. * :

Kemarks on Deputy Tahsildar of Maderpak’s inspection— R
(1) Since writing the above, I have received the report of the Deputy Tahsildar of

']

Maderpak He has done good work in the week. He ‘has visited the southern part of

Cachinad and the country around Pennalurpet. ’

- {2) He reports that the country south-east of Maderpak v_illag;is very badly off, fO‘l_l‘-
small villages only due south of Maderpak village being free from distress up to date. This
tract was reported on by me last week. "Fhe erops have failed to a very considerable extent. There
is no work in the villages, and only a very little work can’ be obtained in the neighbourhood.
Peddapoliem is one of the largest and most affected villages, and the Tahsildar repoxts that he
has induced fourteen coolies from this village to go to Ponnéri for work. If theyreport favorably,
140 other able-bodied coolies wil] probably follow from the same village. This is good. I
think the people will go to the wouks if they once get.a lead. The people ﬁengra.lly say they
are afraid to go to Government works, for, alf who went to Government works in the famine
of 1876-78, never returned.

(3) The tract around Pennalurpet is in é. very bad way. It is here (a.pd around Peran-
dur Chelamathuru) that the distress is acutest. I have not visited this part since January, and,
judging from the report of the Deputy Tahsildar, I think the number of those in the Maderpak

-

Felin. - o
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- division requiring ~w0rk may be rai;sed from four to five thou - ; . h it
; 5 WOl 3 sand or to 71 per cent. of the pop
lation, The population affected in {his tract is considerably greater than"liehad calculated it to
- be, several villages having over 1,000 inha

bitants.
(4) The erops have
at

almost entirely fai ' iven a very poor
ontbar, ¥ Thars is vy ely failed, and, where successful, have given ry

i - S osent r a few of those wanting it in dieein round-nut invillages
in Chingleput., . But this will soon e over. The rest—?fe majogi%y—gl%e on loans and the
charity of the rich, s

The extent of. standing crops ic ; - : - d February
were insufficient for s g PS 18 inconsiderable. The showers in J anuary an

lat
small extent had been ploughgd.a ki

(5). The Tahsildar’s statement is enclosed. It was received without a covering letter. |
(6). The report of the Deputy Tahsildar of Kalahasti has not yet been received. h
o (7). T hear privately frgm Mr. Watson that the village of Chinnapet, four miles frgmn BETO
15 badly off, the children showing signs of emaciation. I shall see them to-morrow morning-
P.8.—T have just received the re

: port of the Kélahasti Deputy Tahsildar. His movements
h&ve not extended beyond a few miles
able.

~—

" Resorvrion—datod 11¢h Mareh 1891, No, 133 ;

With his first letter read above, the Collector submits the results of Mr. Buckley’s
tour through the Cachingd division and the eastern portion of Kdlahasti during th,e
week ending the 22nd ultimo, and With his second letter, the report of Mr. Buckley's
further tour for the week ending 28th February across the northern portion of the

« aemindari from - east to west aud through its centre from north to south. In the

second of these two reports, Mr. Buckley summarizes the results of his inspection of
the zemindari, and furnishes a

L useful map showing the localities in which the distress
1S most severely felt. Healso gives an estimate of the total numbers in the zemmdzf!'l;
who, in h.ls opinion, are respectively (1) in need of work, (2 ) in need of food. '1‘he
numbers in need of work are stated to be about 5,000 or 7:1 per cent. of the population,
1n the Maderpak division and about 1,500 or 2-9 per cent, of the population in the
K4lahasti division of the zemindari,

2. The numbers ‘given by Mr, Buckley as requiring food, which include the
numbers shown ab

ove.as in meed of work, are 9,000 or .12-0 per cent, in the
Maderpak division, ; ! g

and ahout 2 700 or 92 per cent. of the population in ‘the
Kélahasti division of the zemindari’.' : g

ol e total numbers requiring work and those }:equiring food throu"ghout the zemmn-
dari are, as given by Mr. Buc ey, 6,500-and 11,700 respectively.. *It is impossible,
_Mr.' Buckley explains, to verify these figures. . “ They have ’* he states ¢ been arrived
at only by questioning the village officers and the people, who would probably represent
the distress as greater than the reality. : ‘ ‘
The Commissioner _is of opinion that the numbers given are in‘excess of the
numbers that would be likely 80 to a Government work situated, say, ten miles from
their homes, but they no doubt represent fairly enough the numbers who at present are
Eut to great straits to earn g Ij

_ velihood and to whom the opening of works near their
omes would be a very great hoon,

He returned on the evening of the 5th instant
from a tour of 8 da'ys through the gemindari extending from the Rénigunta station
nce by road almost due south through ' the Gentre of the

: ; ta where he met Mr. Buckley, Kolatur and Middd Khan-
drigai to Badakodiembedu, and thence to Uttukottai and Perandur in the centre of the .
tract reported on by Mr, Buckley in his report for the week ending 14th February
(Board’s Proceedings, No. 10 y dated 24th February 1891). At Perandur the Commis-
sioner and Mr."Buckley met the Collector Mr. LeFanu, who had spent the previous few

days in inspecting villages in the neighbourhood of Perandur and Maderpak. A
considerable portion of the Commissioner’s journey was made in company with
Mr. Buckley through the tract whieh was the scene of Mr. Buckley’s first inspection
in January. In some portions of the tract, notably in the Arani valley which 1s
traversed by t_he road from N agalapur to Uttukottai, the rains of J anuary and February
have changed the face of the country, and have led to the planting of unusually large

An attempt was made, but it was given up after 8 :

from Kélahasti town. The distress “there is inconsider- .

‘grazing in the neighbouring hills and jungles.
* ment to considerable numbers o

. . r
.. want which has, the Commissione

_now may be doubtful cases

ivisi n tem
. portion of the Mgderpale division, eve

B
A
e e
-
A
S
. AL
AAAAA
P A IR

y , No. 133, 7
Revesve (Rev. Sert., L. Rps. AND Acry,), 1lma Mar. 1891, No. 13

Boarp oF REVED WM” :
- S ULER ' numergus. In this va]ley.' all the
in e Vallist’i:;: ;e:ge zemindari visited betweén Ragi-
i e p(1>ess numerous, and the rains.of January and
< ar: the tanks, but they gave grass for the nume-
lies to the villagers, or which are brought from other
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2 Looking after the cattle gives employ-
£ the laboring classes, and others find employment in
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areas under the wells which
villagers find full employmen_ L
gunta and Midda Khandrigal w
February gave no ma.terlal' suppne
rous herds of cattle*which are owof %
parts and entrusted to the care

o i : her
. d, or' in collecting bark and ot
i in_gathering firewost, % " ¢ . There ‘are there-
B o hich aro plentiful in tho nil.gljib";;&“%}}&“ggﬁ";ost o Mnéduboring
jungle, products gment of some Xinc, ithout means of
foe vory fow g e ) B Tl similaymnt
classes are on sho . o it is highly desira : y little doubt
Sl time 1t 1s h1gh oes, for there i8 but little dou
livelihood. . At the same ent at fairly good wages, or . ST N
i ) if they do mot justify, their
should be given by Governrlrzsses to some extent explain, loyers of labor are taking
that the ryots, whose own IO Je produce, and other employe P ks one
Exre tors for jungie p to pay much less than a fair remune
action, and the contrac Y %he market to pay 1 works b
of labor 1n 1A ber of small and scattered works by
advantago of, tho 1%, e apening of & num 0,000 which has
i 5s pa i he advance of Rs. 10,000 w {
tion for a day’s WOI‘k.. Lo the aid of the 1 thi dit
; dar with ment will correct this state of things, an
the Dewan of the zemin by Government wi iR i
i is disposal by : been lent to the zemindar will s
ust been placed at his 5 services have : : ble of givin
15 hoped that the Epgg:lﬁllewxifr;%er of larg: ‘:Ol‘tkhseghm}[l‘h‘gﬂ}‘olr)r?ng?&?onzr m% : th%
have ready a consi 'y fo resort to them. ) : .
employment to all who targélri?:gta‘and eameeily 1mﬁres€§2t:££lilsh;ﬁl;hzlﬁic‘zzshg
Engineer Mr. Watson at ¢ these, large Works. - Mr. s o
i mencing some o ++'ig due solely to his want of es S8
gﬁs;%?gii{)li}{i:ioe? in the matter, and lfl;ilg.‘;tands, been now removed, that he‘ has as

: little. S5t £ k is all that is required, and
yet been able to do so littl hat the provision of work 1s 2 b i
3 . Dkl cnslrs Ut povite tn e depndons.” Regaring
that, if work is proviced, * o . Whether any fu kers to depend
) . : have no workers to dep
this point Mr. LeFanu wrl fed to those destitute who have I i f soka
: relief shonld be.grante kers can provide for, 1s a ques
gratuitous relief s .+ which the wor : for I have found such
eed the limit w * iotont I do mnot beheve,. or V -
ﬁ?éigfﬂgho (?I?at the class 18 non'emsw?;hat, if such relief is once given, it has a

is i h who
: et The danger 1 : o demoralise others
cases in my Inquiries. ortions and also.t

tendency to' assume uncftm?ﬁli;kpﬁit a certain djscretion might be allowed to
. . to work.
prefer to be lazy

Distress is certain to increase towét,x"ds May, and what

Mr. Buckley in the matter. oo ;Zh'ef will then admit of nio doubt. Mo
! t which wil
ol : hat the a.mp!e_ employment - v A ,
4. The Commissioner c&ﬁ;gee(li‘stotbe in need of it in the zem;ﬂ(?_agezgzzlc‘i_;::ig;r
ey m;mbers nozv flfnecessary'- In thﬁ eve}glt, ﬁw?ve;:arovicé: will be made -
. lief measure : ¢ r. buckley’s - .

?:]lllef:ﬁ;gsetli.ol: lWill be further considered Bt of Wb indari by the appoint-

i inued i
available for employment in the cODSEA® ar . Deputy Collector to carry on his

i t of an _ : ey
i o 'sancsmneg.ibz gg:ﬁ;%mvggrk and also to do the jamabandi, and Mr. Buckley
magisterial and routin

: 3 i

& ‘otice af Govemmeqt any chapge_.m exi1s
will be able at once to l?rmg‘t;htjléi lrlt(a)nders the grant of gx:atulltmg re&lef Dggﬁis‘;l;{
e ilnlﬂwl'l’sz;::;mdair}lhe AppalsiEies (351 :Iﬁe ad(t:;?tl;ra-for frl;nts}f,erring any
i ial localities. wi e nec or transfe
lvgﬂl?nzhes?gzmmissioner considers, do awa%orarily, b the Chinglopu t- Fistriot.

his second letter, the Collector takes eﬁtifptlin ::i :gse(iﬁr;-

5. In paragraph 6 of his s credible to him and contra’ry to all his e tI') s e

missioner’s remark that 1t W%S 11;0 officer in Mr. Buckley’s posmgn,hna Wr‘when o
if reasonably argued with d to toil and labor and at a season of the yea Fithe
women of, the classes mured.l dispensed with. should persist in hremalmne;i e
shelter of a home can be readl (Yi helpless relatives starve around t em s:imﬁ LeFaﬁu
villages tofseetﬁheuaih:gl%':;ha& of from fifteen to eighteen miles; and Mr. _
and work for them ! : :
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states that opinions to the confrary can be, found in the replies to queries put by the
Faminé¢ Commission. Among these he quotes that of the Honorable Mr. Grose, in
which that officer, speaking of the earlier stages of distress, urges the necessity for
works near places where there is distress on the ground of the great danger at this
stage that the reluctance of the people to go far from their hom'es or engage in' unusual o
work will induce them to starve till they cease to be able-bodied. That there is this
danger the Commissioner admits, but the danger is in the' case of individuals and not :
of whole classes of the populace, and it is a danger which must be confronted by an
 officer, and, if possible, removed, or, at any rate, reduced in limits by showing the
people the impossibility, where distress is at. all Wldespreg(_i and deep, of any sugcessful - =
attempt by Government to give employment to all who will go to it in the immediate
vicinity of their homes. iy : S . X
" 6. In paragraph 4 of his first letter, the Collector refers tp some ‘instructions e
supposed to have been given by the Commissmn_er to the effect that the labor%;s
‘employed on nfinor irrigation works should be paid less than what ’che;(r1 cﬁulg get by
-agricultural labor. The Deputy.Collector seems to, have mlSaP‘P"ehend‘? the O’."mlls'
sioner’s remark in a particular case which was that the rates for men on a particu alu' : |
work should not have been raised from 2 annas to 27 annas-per day with the sole T
+ object of attracting labor. The Collector is requested_ to report what rates are now
paid to laborers on minor irrigation works in the Wandiwash taluk. : I

7. The Commissioner gladly joins with the Qollector in agknowledging ‘ltlllm o o |
work done by Mr, Buckley. He is sparing no pains to make himself thoroughly
acquainted with the state of the people in his charge. ;

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) = P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR, .
» _ : Secretary.

* To the Secretary to Government, Revenye Dgpé,rtﬁ;ent,

; with enclosures in original.
» . Collector of North Arcot. :
» Land RevBnue Department,

~ Exd. 8. J. Pereira. : . hiAd ‘e




A P

REVENUE DEPARTMENT. b e BT B e WO e
1891- 3 Boarp oF ReveNve (Rev. Serr., L. Rps. AND Acrr), 24te Fes. 1891, No. 101.

Roard of Bebenue | : sirabaaiobis solivein e e

(Revenue Settiement, Land Records
and Agriculture),

MADRAS.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LAND RECORDS ‘AND AGRICULTURE).

MRg. CroGSTOUN.

Reap—the following letter from L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq, Acting Head Assistant *

Collector, North Arcot, to the Collector of North Arcot, dated Arani, 15th
February 1891, No. 68 :— A

T have the honor to report on villages inspected by me in the last few days in
the Maderpdk division.

9. T left Arkénam on Wednesday morning and reached the same day (11th
February) Uttukotai, a village in Chingleput, situated at the point of crossings of the
e g S Tiruvallir-Satiaved and Periyapalaiyam-Nagalapuram roads. Here I was detained
Printed Yarch : : : by the non-arrival of my ponies, and was unable to commence work till the 12th,
l 1 when T moved on to Perandur.

8. The tract I have inspected forms a spur of the division lying south of the
_ Nagalapuram-Periyapalaiyam road and east of the Tiruvallir-Satiaved road, and
e : \ consists mainly of the villages of Perandur, .Ella'mpet, Panapak?mﬁ Lall)isllsli‘vallam,
; . 138. of - Perambir, Mémanddr, Navalkuppam, Kandigal, Villakapuram and AMambakikam, all
Proceedings, 11th March 1891, No % : of which \’rillages I have inspected on 12th, 13th and 14th February. Yoo

' 4. T append two statements; A shoiving the state of the villages, the numbers

' wanting work now or who will in a few days require it, the numbers now wanting
food or who will ShOI‘tly require it, and the numbers of able-bodied persons and of
those who cannot work owing to extremes of age or other causes; and- B, an abstract
showing the approximate numbers in each village, the numbers requiring work now
or at a near date, the numbers requiring food now or at a near date, the totals thereof
and percentages with regard to total population.

1 T Two enclosures, 1 and 2, are also appended, being copies of notes taken down of
the results of house-to-house inquiries in Perandur and Kllampet as to the means of
subsistence of the poorer classes. = °

5. In these villages there has been failure of*crops to a great extent, the details
of which are given in second column of statement A. The fields that have yielded any-
thing are, in many cases, held by the rich men of the village, who have been able to
rely on their wells to help the crops; but even these men have but few wells.
There is no doubt that the coolies and poorer classes of pattadars are in distress,
The crops in the villages went shavi some time back, and the work of cutting the shavi
in these villages has been completed for some time. Tt is true that there has been °

* rain of late and there was more rain on the 12th and 13th February, about an inch,
and. that there has -everywhere been an attempt to retrieve previous disasters by

: sowing a small extent of dry erops. This, however, benefits the coolies but little,

: The extent so cultivated is not large (the actual extent could not be ascertained),

and the pattadars are in no position to employ many coolies, if any. Such work is for

the greatest part done by the pattadars themselves, and the relief afforded to the cooly

—

Reviewing further reports on the state of season | class is desultory and small. The work of the poorer pattadars in their own fields
Zfr;hedﬁadirpak and Kalahasti tracts, North can, of course, give them no present relief. The only other field for labor is in the
t district. ’ : ‘ .
- -
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well-circumstanced villages of Chingleput, notably Meyyur. These Government
villages seem to have had by no means a_bad season, and coolies from various zemindari
villages find work up to date in them by the cutting of crops. This, however, will
be over in a few days, and what the poorest will do then I don’t know.

. 6. Even now, in spite of work being found in other villages, it is by no means all
who get work. It is only the lucky few. Besides, all the members of family will
not go from their own to other villages to find-work ; they will not leave their houses
unguarded. There are old men and women, sickly persons and young children who
cannot work ; these are left behind to look after the cattle and lands belonging to
those who go, and often an adult, able-bodied male member of a house, remains behind
’_CO look after those whom th(?y will not leave unprotected. In this way one man has,
In many cases, to earn the livelihood for himself, his wife and children, his parents,

and his brother, and, perhaps, other relutions. The adults, I should say, take it in
turns to go to the villages for work. '

'{. Wages hava full(?n both in zemindari villages and in the Government villages
of Chingleput. Th_e fall is due to competition in zemindari villages. Demand for labor
has decreased, whlle_the supply has remained stationary. In Government villages,
jche demand has remained almost stationary, but the supply of labor has enormously
1gcreased. Wages are now o_nly at about 50 per cent. of the ruling rate of good
times. If wages are raid in kind, less grain is given. If in money, less is given, agd
its purchasing power is less. gl ’

8. From the house-to-house inquires I have made, the majority of the poorest
classes apparently get one meal of grain every other day, and this meal is about half
what they wquld eat in one day in an ordinary time. In some villages the pattadars
bave left ground-nut on the ground as immature and useless ; this is eagerly picked by
the poorer classesund eaten. The supply of this is scanty however. s

. 9. The bpoo'rer patfadars are not much better off than coolies. They manage.
ow;av:};', to borrow a small supply of grain occasionally from_the richer men, but the
meals they get are not much more frequent or more extensive than those of the coolies.

10. All the persons I have questioned object to going to the works at Ponnéri.
It means a breaking up of their homes, and this'they will not do. Ponnéri is from
15—18 miles from these villages. There are the old, the young, and the infirm whom
they cannot take with them and whom they cannot leave behind. More works are

" necessary—smaller scattered works—sgq that attendance on them may not entail this*

:)realltxmg up of hgmes, and so that coolies may be able to go backwirds and forwards
o ta e 'gheu* earnings to thelr.families without diffieculty. I know the difficulty of
supervision will be grea.t, but it is the only way in which relief will be brought home
to the people. . They will not leave their houses if they can help it ; they prefer to
starve quietly in their own villages among their friends. 1

el &1. I have_ seen only a few acres (abeut 5) of standing crops in those villages
at have materially prospered by the late rains. The rain eame too late.

12. The Commissioner, in I}is Proceedings, dated 4th February No. 59, which has
only just reached me, says that.m the villages he has seen a large area had been sown
or ploughed ready for Sowimng since the late ruin and that a large amount of employ-
ment had been therqby given. I fear that the relief given by the late rain is but
little. As I have said above, the work done has, to a great extent, been done by the
pattadars themselves, and the cooly “classes, at any rate in the villages I have lately

visited, have not been benefited to any great extent, for but few have been

glilgployed a‘éd the wages have been'low, The Government works at Ponnéri are too
tantdto affect any but those who haye no ties of family or property or those who
are ready to give up either or both, From the Commissioner’s report, it appears the

zemindar is about to start repair of tanks in this division. I hope there is nothing to
hinder the work from being commenceq at once.

13: The population of the nine villages I have calcul i 810

A x ges I have calculated approximately at 3
(vide statement B). The number requires work (now or ip, say, five or six days from
now—the majority require i/ now) I have put down at 885 or 23 per cent. The
number of those now in want of food, or who will be in want of it in five or six days

o T

T e——
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work and the old, young and those unfit for work)

. hadied i £
(i.e., the able-bodied in want .o I may say that all these require

T have reckoned to be about 1,465 or 385 per cent.
food now. ;
14. The reports of the Deputy Tahsildar are not yet recew’ed. 2 Ay ;
15. I would bring to your notice that four persons fr‘om Kélahasti dlYlSlOIl la.tely
committed three highway robberies around Tirupati. They were convicted before
me and confessed their guilt, saying that they were driven to commit the offence

through starvation.

S

Endorsement by w.J .. H. I.E FANT, Esq., Cdllector of North Arcot, dated 19th
February 1891, Ref. on Genl. Eng. No. 1068. .

i :ssioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agri-

Submitted to the Commissioner 0 Sk column’s G Baperda snd. P

culture for information. The percentages g1 :

are almost exactly those estimated by me 11 paragraph 3 of my letter, Ref. on qenl,

Ene. No, 268, .dated 18th January 1891. I have asked Mr. Buckley to continue the
s N0 s o

inquiries 1 he divisions of the zemindari_ and send up reports at the end of
clarif%?;rnv(;ielkn, :leilzhﬂi)en }'eceipt will be duly submitted to the Board. I eitlee no ?t.hgr
alternative than to tell the people, who are 1o need of labor, t? bgq to the Wo}ks in
Ponnéri taluk, as there is no chance of any works 1n tl.le zemindari being opened befor,e
at least another month. If the facts are, a3 stated in paragraph 8 of Mr. Buckley’s
letter, he should have noticed signs of emaciation in the pers?nﬁ hebsaw.. As he has
not touched on this point, he hasbeen asked to report more fully about 1t.

St

ResoLurion—dated 24th February 1891, No. 101.

Submitted for the information of Government.. .
9. The tract visited by Mr. Buckley COIIpriSes mine villages of the K4lahasti

reminda® .1 2 -7t neighbourhood of Uttukotai, in the Tiruvallir taluk:
zﬁﬁ?@ﬁi:gﬁtg (lilils::'li(:ttl,ml:;btdli:tgillag?es of w}-nich taluk it is surroun.ded.. The ’t'otal
population is about 3,800 and Mr. Buckley estimates that 885 or 23 per’ cent. of the
population able to labor are without regular employment, and that, including the very
old, the very young, the gick and infirm, all those, that is to say, th are unaple to W.Ol‘k‘
andi who are estimated to amount to 580, the total number who are hvmg on insufficient
food and who must depend solely on Government for future means of subsistence, amount
in this limited tract to 1,465 or 38-5 per cent. of the p(?pulatlon. A very melancholy
picture is given of the condition to which the people have been reduced in some of the
villages visited by the failure of the last harvest. As the result of a house-t?-house
inspection made by himself, Mr. Buckley states that the majority of the poorest, classes
apparently get only one meal of grain every other day, and that this meal is about

one-half what they would eat in ordinary times. Ry 1 ¢ 38 entitled
v t which every person applying for employment is entitle

% ob?a;' Giot\ ::nv:;ellet; V;f;:‘ilzsﬁ :re amply sufficient to feed the laborers themselves and

o d;nend‘mts gon them -as. may be unable to work, have.been for some weeks in

e esg i I"onuéri and their existence is known to all whom it concerns. The works

Eve xir started to give employment to all in need of it and in view to test the numbers

in actual need of employment. 'As an explanation of the neglect of starving villagers

to resort to these works, the Head Assistant Col{ector wlll'ites :_k; Sore Lo

> b tioned obj ect_ to going to the Wor] at Ponnéri. It means
£t ]éllzlg thspP(‘:;'”‘t’ﬂgif hlgggs:l:;sdlzgfs the)J' will not do. Ponnéri is frdm 156—18 miles from
these villages. There are the old, the young, and the infirm whom they caniot take with them
axd whom thc'ay cannot leave behind. More works are necessary—smaller scattered _works —so
that attendance on them may not entail this breaking up of homes, and so that coolies may be

; take their earnings to their families without difficulty.
able to go backwards and apu eat, but it is the only way in which relief will be

I'know ,the difficulty of supervision will be gr
“brought home to the people. They will not
to starve quietly in their own villages among

leave their houses if they can help it; they prefer
their friends.d
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4. The plea made by Mr. Buckley for the opening of works a little nearer to
the particular villages visited by him has been met by the opening on the 17th,
before the receipt of his letter, of a work at Kaniperu, about }_2 n_ules off, and other
works at Uttukotai and Kagavakam, within distances of abou.t- 5 miles, will shortly be
started. It must be manifest, however, that if the numbers likely to resort to Govern-
ment works in the affected tract are in any way comparable to the numbers fqund to
be needing employment in the villages now repqrted on, thel}‘ employment on small
scattered works in the vicinity of their villages will be impossible.

5. The Commissioner is of opinion that with the state of the peoplq, such as
described by Mr. Buckley, endeavours ought to have been made by him to induce the
able-bodied to resort to the Government works then known to be opén, and h.e

_considers that a persistent endeavour made to this epd could_ not have fzuled. It is

incredible to the Commissioner and contrary to all. his experience that, if reasonably
argued with by an officer in Mr; Buckley’s position; native men and women of the
classes inured to toil and labor, and at a season of th(? )jear.when_the. shelter of a hom_e
can be readily dispensed with, should persist in remaining in their villages to see their
children and helpless relatives starve around them sooner than go and -work for them
at a distance of from 15 to 18 miles. RS s = 4

The Collector will be requested to visit the Muderpék dlvxspn 1mmgd1ately
and to report after personal inquiry upon the sufficiency or otherwise, pending the
opening of works in the zemindari, of the Government works alrgady stgrted in
Ponnéri and in the neighbourhood of Uttukotai, Kadur and Kambakam, in the Tiruvallir
taluk, to relieve the distress in the division. The Board trusts that the ‘persone.xl
exertions of the Collector will break down the dislike of the people to leaving their
own villages in search of work—a course that the Collector’s estimate of the numbers
likely to be seeking employment must show him to be absolutely necessary. The
Commissioner leaves Madras tomorrow to visit the northern and central portions of the
Kalahasti zemindari in view to hastening the commencement of work on the repair
of the zemindari tanks, which will give employment to large numbers, and will
arrange to meet Mr. LeFanu in the Maderpak division as soon as Mr. LeFanu
has completed his inquiry. o

The following*telegram will be sent to Mr. LeFanu :—

¢ Please arrange to visit Maderpék division immediately and report after personal inquiry

upon sufficiency or otherwise of Government works already started in Ponnéri and in neighbour- -

hood of Uttukotai and Kambakkam, Tiruvallar taluk. Latter works within 12 miles of Buckley’s
distressed villages. Commissioner visits “K4lahasti Thursday and will meet you in Maderpék
division on completion of your inquiry.”

6. Now that a loan has been sanctioned by Government for the repair of
irrigation works in the zemindari, the Collector and the Divisional Officer, in concert
with the Dewan and with the Engineer deputed to carry out the works, should make
arrangements to start works at the earliest possible date in the localities where they
may be most urgently required. .

(A true Copy and Extract.)

Si P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR
L Secret:ary.

To the Becretary to Government, Revenue Department,

with statements, &c.
,» Collector of North Arcot.
,, Collector of Chingleput.

~ Exd. J. Hex'lripul. ; - x
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (I\‘xevenye Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture), dated 24th February 1 891, No. 101 :—

Mgr. (1.0GSTOUN.

Read—the following letter from L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq, Acting Head Assistant
lollector, North Arcot, to the Collector of North Arcot, dated Arani, 156th
February ]891, No. 58 :—

I have the honor to report on villages inspected by the in the last few days in
the Maderpdk division,

9. T left Arkénam’ on Wednesday morning and reached the same day (11th
February) Uttukotai, a village in Chingleput, situated at the point of crossings of the
Tiruvallir-Satiaved and Periyapalaiyam-Nagalapuram roads. Here I wis detm{ned
by the non-arrival of my ponies, and was unable to commence work till the 12h,
when I moved on to Perandur. ' o o ;

3. The tract I have inspected forms a spur of th?_ division lying south of the
Nagalapuram-Periyapalaiyam road and. east of the '111'11:'&1hu‘-Sutlaved ‘road, and
consists mainly of the villages of Perandur, Ella_mpet, Panapakam, Lukshwallam,
Perambtr, Mdmandir, Navalkuppam, Kandigai, Villakapuram and Mambakkam, all
of which villages I have inspected on 12th, 13th and 14th Februz.lry. ¥

4: T append two statements; A showing the state of the villages, the numbers
wanting work now or who will in a few days require 1f, the nurn_bqrs now wanting
food or who will shortly require it, and the numbers of able-bodied persons and of
those who cannot work owing to extremes of age or other causes, an(.l .B, an abstract
showing the approximate numbers in each village, the numbers requiring work now
or at a near date, the numWers requiring food now or at a near date, the totals.thereof

& and percentages with regard to total population.

Two enclosures, 1 and 2, are also appended, being copies of notes taken down of
the results of house-to-House inquiries in Perandur and Ellampet as to the means of
subsistence of the poorer classes.

5. In these villages there has ‘been failure of crops to a great extent, the details
of which are given! in second column of statement A. The fields that have yielded any-
thing are, in many cases, held by the rich men of the village, who have been able to
rely on their wells to help the crops; but even these men have bu# few wells.
There is no doubt that the coolies and poorer classes of pattadars are in distress.
The crops in the villages went shavi some time back, and the work of cutting the shavi
in these villages has been completed for some time. It is true that there has been
rain of late and there was more rain on the 12th and 13th February, about an inch,
and that there has everywhere been an attempt to retrieve previous disasters by
sowing a small extent of dry crops. This, however, benefits the coolies but little.
The extent so cultivated is not large (the actual -extent could not be ascertained),
and the pattadars are in no position to employ many coolies, if any: Such work is for
the greatest part done by the pattadars themselves, and the relief afforded to the cooly
class is desultory and small. The work of the poorer pattadars in their own fields
can, of course, give them no present relief. The only other field for labor is in the
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well-circumstanced _villages of Chingleput, notably Meyyur. These Government :

villages seem to have had by no means a bad season, and coolies from various zemindari
villages find work up to date in them by the cutting of crops. This, however, will
be over in a few days, and what the poorest will do then I don’t know.

6. Even now, in spite of work being found in other villages, it is by no means all
who get work. It is only the lucky few. Besides, all the members of family will
not go from their own to other villages to find work ; they will not leave their houses
unguarded. There are old men and women, sickly persons and young children who
cannot work ; these are left behind to look after the cattle and lands belonging to
those who go, and often an adult, able-bodied male member of a house, remains behind
to look after those whom they will not leave unprotected. In this way one man has,
in many cases, to earn the livelihood for himself, his wife and children, his parents,
and his brother, and, perhaps, other relations. The adults, I should say, take it in
turns to go to the villages for work.

7. Wages have fallen both in zemindari villages and in the Government villages
of Chingleput. The fall is due to competition in zemindari villages. Demand for labor
has decreased, while the supply has remained stationary. In Government villages,
the demand has remained almost stationary, but the supply of labor has enormously
increased. Wages are now only at about 50 per cent. of the ruling rate of good
times. If wages are paid ip kind, less grain is given, If in money, less is given, and
its purchasing power 1s less.

8. From the house-to-house inquires I have made, the majority of the poorest
classes apparently get one meal of grain every other day, and this meal is about half
what they would eat in one day in an ordinary time. ' In some villages the pattadars
have left ground-nut on the ground as immature and useless ; this is eagerly picked by
thespoorer classes and eaten. The supply of this is scanty however,

9. The poorer pattadars are not much better off than coolies. They manage.
however, to borrow a small supply of grain occasionally from the richer men, but the
meals they get are not much more frequent or more extensive than those of the coolies.

10. All the persons I have questioned object to going to the works at Ponnéri.
It means a breaking up of their homes, and this they will not do. Ponnéri is from
15518 miles from these villages. There are the old, the young, and the infirm whom
they cannot take with them and whom they cannot leave behind. More works are
necessary—smaller scattered works—so that attendance on them may not entail this

breaking up of homes, and so that coolies may be able to go backwards and forwards .

to take their earnings to their families without difficulty. I know the difficulty of
supervision will be great, but it is the only way in which relief will
to the people. They will not leave their houses if they
starve quietly in their own villages among their friends.

i3 R have' seen only a few acres (about 5) of standing crops in those villages
that have materially prospered by the late rains, The rain came too late,

12. The Commissioner, in his Proceedings, dated 4th February No. 59, which has
only just reached me, says that in the villages he has seen a large area had been sown
or ploughed ready for sowing since the late ruin and that a large amount of employ-
ment had been thereby given. I fear that the relief given by the late rain is but
little. . As I*have said above, the work done has, to a great extent, been done by the
pattadars themselves, ‘and the cooly classes, at any rate in the villages I have lately
visited, have not been benefited to any great extent, for. but few have been
el.nployed and the wages have been low. The Government works at Ponnéri are too
distant to affect any but those who have no ties of family or property or those who
are ready to give up either or both. From the Commissioner’s report, it appears the
zemindar is about to start repair of tanks in this division. I hope there is nothing to
hinder the work from being commenced‘at once. i

13. The population of the nine villages I have calculated approximately at 3,810
(vide statement B). The number requires work (now or in, say, five or six days from
now—the majority require it now) I

: have put down at 885 or 23 per cent. The
number of those now in want of food, or who will be in want of it in five or six days

be brought home

.

can help it ; they prefer to

"1 have reckoned to be about 1,465 or 38+5 per cent.

: : e of an
. Ponnéri taluk, as there is no chanc

’
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(i.e., the able-bodied in want of work and the old, young and those unfit for work)
t.0:; -

‘T may say that all these require

food now.

lt y 7 . ¥oele
ig 'Il'he riBOEEiHOf :};ey?uef Lo)tice that four persons from Kélahasti division lately
5. I wou gt

i T b : icted before
. .« around Tirupati. They were convic :
. ighway robberies azgh? e driv ; the offence
fl(l):l ziatei)nt;;eqidhtieir }gruilt, saying that they were driven to commit

through starvation.

: gt
Tahsildar are not yev received.

e

q., Collector of North Arcot,"dated 19th
Genl. Eng. No. 1068.

nue Settlement, Land Records and Agri-

: : d 4 of statement B
culture for information. The percentages given i columns 3 an S

. -1 paragraph 3 of my letter, Ref. on Genl.
are almost exactly those estimated by 08 inhl;ve %sk]ed Mr. Buckley to continue the

- ary 1891
Epg. No. 268, dated 18t.h .J_a gL mindari and send up reports at the end of
B B e vt S e ot o
every week, which on re lo. who are in need of labor_’ o gotot 8
alternative than to tell the peopié works in the zemindari being opened before
4 as stated in paragraph 8 of Mr. Buckley’s
iation in the persons he saw. As he has

: : o
t by W.J. H.LE FANT,
Endorsement by February 1891, Ref. on

Submitted to the (Clommissioner of Reve

at least another month. 1f the facts are,

letter, he should have noticed sl emacd to report more fully about if.

not touched on this point, he has been aske

Resolution—dated 24th February

1 i tion : \ :
Submitted for the informa B e e e
isi Buckley comprises g
9. The tract visited by Mr.

: kotai, in the Tiruvallar taluk
he . s st newhbourhopd of Uttukotai, :
zemindar, situated 59 :hli txmbrl;efﬁ‘; siuages of which taluk it 1s.8 5sun %%nded. ceﬂleo?til}:
of thieChingleput Y Myr. Buckley estinfates that or 23 per i ,
population is about 3,800 an lar employment, and that, including the very

. ithout regu S bl &

ulation able to labor are Wit- g e s el

old, ¢h the sick and lnﬁ;ér(l), i':l}:e total’ number who ;u'e living on insufficient
)

to ?
and who are estimated o guop Government for future means of subsistence, amount

f00d and who must depend solely O,_‘ID,IS‘5 per cent. of the population. A very melaneholy

in this limited trac’glto iﬁi??iogrto' which the people have been reduced in some of the
ec

picture is given of ¢ the last harvest. As the result of a house-to-house

villages visited by e Buckley states that the majority of the poorest classes

inspection made by himself,al of' grain every other day, and that this meal is Aabout_

apparently get only o1 T’ t in ordinary times.

sne-halt whatiney tW ::;rliseaat which every person applying for employment is entitled
3. Governmen ’

t() o W II.U y i he laborel‘s th mselv es and
1 it ¢ w h are a[ﬂpl Sllfﬁ(llent t(.) feed t
Obtaln 1t at aoes 1 e

nable to work, have been for some weeks in
such dependants on them as may 5o known to all whom it concerns. The works
progress at

Ponnéri and tﬁ)eur;liﬁsﬁn:ﬁllsin need of it and in view to test the numbers
were started to give emp e{lt As an explanation of the neglect of starving villagers
vy neei i z;?)gllsosw?he Head Assistant Collfactor writes :— .
to resort to these ) aestioned object to going to the works at Ponnéri. llﬁlt mjgans

« A1l the persons_I have q nd this they wilk not do. Ponnéri is from 15—18 m .eﬁ TOm
a breaking up of their homes, 1‘:1 the young, and the infirm whom they cannot take wit kt.heux
Mo ritagmn 8k 1 the‘boh';ld More works are mnecessary —smaller soatteredl.Wor s_f)o
and whom they cannot leave be lt el;.taﬂ this breaking up of homes, and so that coo 1es’mayl 8
that attendance on them may 1o ds to take their earnings to their families without difficulty.
able to go baekwards and tor_wgag‘n will be great, but 1t 18 the only way in which 1:ehef will be
% kno;v ]tlhe dlfﬁc&uy gg;f;pervfﬁty will not leave tlf1e_1r ligl}?es it they can help it ; they prefer

rought home to the . L i+ friends.

toosl:frve quietly in t]I;eir own villages among thent 1§

1891, No. 101.
of Government.
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4. The plea made by Mr. Buckley for the opening of works a little nearer to

the particular villages visited by him has been met’ by the opening on the 17th, .

before the receipt of his letter, of a work at Kaniperu, about 12 Ipiles qff, and other
works at Uttukotai and Kagavakam, within distances of about 6 miles; will shortly be
started. It must be manifest, however, that if the numbers likely to resort to Govern-
ment works in the affected tract are in any way comparable to the numbers found to
be needing employment in the villages now reported on, their employment on small
scattered works in the vicinity of their villages will be impossible.

5. The Commissioner is of opinion that with the state of the people, such as
described by Mr. Buckley, endeavours ought to have been made by him to induce the
able-bodied. to resort to the Government works then known to be open, and he
considers that a persistent endeavour made to this end could not have failed. It is
incredible to the Commissioner and contrary to all his experience that, if reasonably
argued with by an officer in Mr. Buckley’s position, native men and women of the
classes inured to toil and labor, and at a season of the yem"when.the' shelter of a home
can be readily dispensed with, should persist in remaining i their villages to see their
children and helpless relatives starve around them sooner than go and work for thefn
at a distance of from 15 to 18 miles. ”

The Collector will be requested to

and to report after personal inquiry upon ;
opening of works in the zemindari, of the Government works already started in

Ponnéri and in the neighbourhood of Uttukotai, Kadur and Kambakam, in the Tiruvallir
taluk, to relieve the distress in the division. The Board trusts that the personal
exertions of the Collector will break down the disl :
own villages in search of work—a course that the Collector’s estimate of the numbers
likely to be seeking employment must show him to be absolutely neces%gry. The
Commissioner leaves Madras tomorrow to visit the notthern and central portions of the
Kalahasti zemindari in view to hastening the commencement of work on the repair
of the zemindari tanks, which will give employment to large numbers, aund. will
arrange to meet Mr. LeFanu in the Maderpak division as soon as Mr. LeFanu
has completed his inquiry. ;
The following telegra.m will be gent to Mr. LeFanu : —

“ Please arrange to visit Maderpék division immediately and report after personal inquiry
‘upon sufficiency or otherwise of Government works already started in Ponnéri and in neighbour-

visit the Maderpdk division immediately

. hood of Uttukotai and Kambakkam, Tiruvalltr taluk. Latter works within 12 miles of Buckley’s

distressed villages. Commissioner visits Kdlahasti Thursday and will meet you in Maderpak
“divisign on completion of your inquiry.” '

6. Now that a loan has been sanctioned by Government for the repair of
irrigation works in the zemindari, the Collector and the Divisional Officer, i comoart
with the Dewan and with the Engineer deputed to carry out the works, should make
arrangements to start works at the earliest possible date in the localities where i
may be most urgently required.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

i ; ARATNA MUDALIAR
i Secretairy.

-

To the Secretary to Governme'nt, Revenue Department, i
. : ith statements, &Cs
»  Collector of North Areot. W s
s»  Collector of Chingleput.

the sufficiency or otherwise, pending the .

ike of the people to leaving their,

%
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Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, =

Land Records and Agrieultﬁre), dated 11th March 1891, No. 183 :—

Mgz. CLo@STOUN.

Read—the following letter from W. J. H. LE FANT, Esq., Collector of North Arcot

, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and ~Di1'ect.o1’*
of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated: Chittoor, 26th
February 1891, Ref. on G1. Eng. No. 1247 :— :

In continuation of my foot-note, Ref. on Gl. Eng. No. 1068 of 1891, dated
Fggruary 1891, to the Head Assistant Collector’s lett%r, No. 58, dated 15zch Febrigﬁl;
é ; % Izélave the honor to forward, herewith, a copy of Mr. Buckley’s report, No. 66,

ate nd Februa.ry 1891, on the results of his further inquiries in the K4lahasti
zemllr_lltilan for the week ending 22nd February 1891. The able-bodied people are
ﬁft 1ﬁ ely to go to the works in Ponnéri taluk, as they are some distance away from

e li ected parts, and .I, therefore, think it is very necessary to immediately provide
Wfﬁt for P‘eople. wanting it in or in the immediate neighbourhobd of the affected
vtl ages. To this end I would suggest that the hands of the special Engineer be
strengthened by giving him a sufficient number of upper subordinates, viz., super-
vgors and overseers, to enable him to have the estimates, &c., prepared in the several
affected tracts and the works commenced with the least practicable delay.

2. In_ obedience to the telegraphic orders of the Commissioner, I am ar 1
: rangin

;c& pll';)ceed to the querpak division. Meanwhile, with the facts now reporte§ b?

r. Buckley, I @eave 1t to the Board and Government to decide whether the time has
?:tt l?rnveéi1 for investing the qual offiger with discretion to grant relief in some shape
. 1 Zset\.w 0 lmay' be absolutely in want of the same, _As observed by Mr. Buckley
i X flemf(a1 y difficult to draw the line where emaciation begins. As he speaks to
T g found several persons who have appreciably deteriorated in health already,
it g respectfully to submit that, in my opinion, the time /Aas arrived, bearing in mind

e remarks in paragraph 3 of the introduction to the Famine Code.

" 3. While on this subject I beg again to urge the transfer of Maderpak division,
> g)ulrposes of inquiry into the state of the season there, to the Chingleput district.

Lk n;ost respectfully submit, extremely difficult, if not impossible, for the district
0 cﬁr.s of North Arcot to look “after the division without serious prejudice to their
2;3: : in 'otélexz parts of the district. Mr. Buckley has been engaged on the inquiries in
resulteglilh atnh snce the latter part of December last, except for a short interval. The .
g a i ha§ not been able to attend much to‘h1s ordinary work. The parties
- dbirag % go _01 him have been put to considerable inconvenience and I had £ send
Sonphe (j%eela Pep}lt-y- Collector to Rénipet to hold the abkdri sales of the Head

ssistant Collector’s division to the great prejudice of census and other work in the
Spec}al Deputy Collector’s own division.

Now that I have to go to Made Wi
P . erpak my current work will be greatly delayed
and it will take some weeks before 1 can bring it again to its normal state.y e

4. The Deputy Collector on General Duties reports that during his recent visit
Walidlw(*;sh (;he Commissioner considered that Ehe' wages givegn to the labore:'(s)
;‘III:P oye l:lm er amani should be less than what they could get by agricultural labor.

1s would, I submit, be hard on those who would have to protect infirm dependants
unless they are provided with gratuitous relief.

.

Excrosurs.
Front'L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq., Actin ; loctor
) . g Head Assistant Collector of North Arcot, to th
. of North Arcot, dated Pallamalai, 22nd February 1891, No. 66. S

I have the honor to submit a report on the tracts visited by me in the Ma derpik ssid

Kélahasti divisi i s
incl&si%se.l divisions in the period from Sunday, 15th February, to Saturday, 22nd February, both
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9. The tracts visited are (1) the whole of Cachinad, a sub-division of Maderpak (this is the

" “island ” in the middle of Chingleput), and (2) the eastern portibn of K4lahasti.

3. On 15th February, leaving Perandur in the south of Maderpak for Cachinad, I proceeded
vid¢ Arui in the hopes of seeing the officer 'in charge of the irrigation works there, but was dis-
appointed On 16th I proceeded to Maderpak village and was engaged in inspecting the
Cachinad division on the four days 16th—19th. I encamped at Maderpak (two days), Aramba-

kam (one day), and Chalamathuru, and visited 21 villages excluding hamlets—about'35 per cent.
of the total. -

4. Tam glad to be able to report that about 40 per cent. of the Cachinad sub-division need

give no cause for anxiety. In the central portion, including Manelluru, Sanaputhur, Surepundi,

Aruru, and s_ix other villages, of which I have information, but excluding Pallevada and Konda-
ma.nel.lum villages, the harvest has .ranged from fair to good. Pallevadu had a fair first erop
early in the year, but the cooly popwlation are now in difficulties. These villages give some
assistance to those adjoining, which are in a bad way, for in them the coolies of the worse-off
villages can find a desultory market for the disposal of their labor. But it is not every well-off
village that can demand more labor than can be supplied within: its limits. The boundaries of
the unaffected tract run, roughly, south-east from Manelluru on the south and ‘north-east from
Puvala on the north. They are marked in the accompanying map with dotted blue lines.

9. Of the two affected parts, the northern is the worse off. This is as badly off as Perandur
and the neighbourhood, and this disastrous season is the successor of many previous bad ones.
The southern is perhaps slightly better off, but the difference is practically inappreciable.

6. In these two tracts there has been a very large. failure of orops, and gven on the small
extent, where they have succeeded, the outturn has been only from 2 to 4 annas, The figures
are given against each village in statement A.

7. The total population of the 11. villages visited in these two tracts amounts to 6,291.
The number I have caleulated to be in want of work is about 848 or 136 per cent. and the num-
ber in want of food 1,575 or 25 per cent. As I have seen about one-third of the villages (and
the villages I have seen are the larger ones), the numbers given by me should be multiplied by
about 21 . This will give total population of affected parts about 14,000, of those without work
about 1,900, and of those in want of food about 3,500. Of course, these persons do get some
work and some food. From inquiries made by me, it appears that in good timies work is
obtainable practically every day, the wages for such work being 2 or 3 free meals + 1} anna
(= about 3 Madras measures of grain). Work is now obtainable about two or three times
a week at best ; the highest wage is 2 annas a day (=13 Madras measure at the present prices) and
no free meals, This 1§ Madras measure of grain has to feed usually at least two persons besides
the earner—often 4 or 5. The wife may occasionally help her husband, but very seldom, for
work is almost unobtainable. One male member of a family will go away several miles for
work, leaving his wife and a couple of children and an old father or a brother to look after them.
They will not leave their houses and families unprotected, and thus, in many cases, an able-
bodied ‘person is left to the unprofitable employment of the guardianship of his relations, instead
of being free to go and work for their subsistence and his own. Meals are now taken by ecooly
classes but once a day and that meal is a limited one. They usually eat three meals. They are
undergoing starvation by degrees. Even if all had constant work at the present rate of wages,
they would not be well off. "All have not constant work ; some only get it occasionally.

: SBThe numbers given by me as showing those in want of work and those in want of food
refer

the ¢oolies alone. 1 have not attempted to number those poorer ryots jwho'do not
usually work for daily wages. Even if work were provided close at hand, with daily payment
of wages, such persons would hesitate a long while before joining; workingfor cooly would

mean & descent in the social scale for them, and, I think, they would prefer to sacrifice their
stomachs to their gentility, *, :

9. There is no doubt that a protracted diet of the kind the poorer classes now get must
lead.to a general impairment of energy. I have found several persons who are certainly not up
to their usual average of physical ability. It is difficult, almost impossible, to draw the line
where emaciation begins. It is seldom, even in prosperous times, that one finds a cooly encum-
bered with too much flesh ; the hard life he leads—one of constant labor and constant exposure—
prevents him from developing the rotundity of those who follow more sedentary and more
profitable d[jmrsu]ts. . The oooli is usually more or less finely drawn and even the nicest examiner
will ﬁnd fliculty in stating’' how much below par he may happen to be on a particular occasion.
There is no doubt that in the affected parts the coolies and their families are now msufficiently
fed. Their standard of comfort at the best of times is only just high enough to keep them in
working trim and no one can possibly deny that their present reduced diet, if continued, must
gradually lead to a state of starvation, from which they will take long to recover and cogstant
supply of work at hand to all who need it is required.

10. Of the villages in the well-off central tracts, as I have already said, Pallevada and
Kondamanelluru are exceptions to the general ‘rule. The villages of Naidukuppam and

Yegumaduru are, I think, out of danger, though they can do nothing “to alleviate the distress of
their neighbours to the north, § g v N e

" pinnaluru, Koovanambedu and Nirpakota.
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. . . division, I left Chelamathuru on the 20th
-ited in Kélahasti diviston, 1 & A s M

1T burs. g, e {Jra"Ct'tw;lsgve:l villages, encamping at Talarivedu and-lg_u'lp;]kn:g. g

and on the 20th and 21st 1 visite es north and south of the Tada-Kalahasti road.

. isi jch 1i
map is appended showing the tract visited whic Kallivedu, Chavali. Kanchanaputhurn, Gazula-

12. The villages visited are Talarivedu,o A et andhavonabiind, Kalkiveds
h they have had by no means a good

and ’L‘a,larivedu, may be expeoted to pull through, thoug

5eason. -
: , ul : :
lg. I1(11 té%eothrefgvgll:r%e(s) 1??1112?1(}:'1’3 cti}::l tPO.Iét- a The vﬁoﬂ,{ gipesgliz i(]iloigﬂ (112 f[l)l:ll;-euttmg and a
or 10:5 an or 199 al : le are cn short ratio 5 s . !
small amoun? of Ollltlva:thni{ fh:;i fﬁl‘:’im’ before the zemindari authgrll)tles og‘xlx;uz?dcecthhi‘la;t
14'. It will be some}:viﬁi ist, I;E hlIy3 necessary to start works a,]: onr%(ra;l am?ailain o s
rostoration schemo. 1 S11 the 'soguth of Cachinad, say Maderp&b Otfh restorati,on will, I fear.
mathulru an;l i'.ome pl‘s;?)l;n at Talarivedu. The help afforded by the ) s
central, and also pro : : . :
come too late. nded, showing the tours In Cachinad and in

15. Two maps ( i

tion 1s about 2,000 ; about 210 are out of work

€ e o .
enclosures 1 and 2) are 35111)&6 4, the first giving details as to state of vil-
Kélahasti. Sdtal.ct}fments 3& ::11(:'}]’2 + g;, :nggg the total population of affected villages, number
lages, &o., and the secon o 3 an
oitlgtezf w(i);k and in want of food, &o. Knclosures

immi dupet
to-hotise inquiries at Maderpak and Txmn_nnanayu u(i e
16, The reports of the Deputy Tahsildars are 1 y .

.

d 4 are copies of notes taken during house-

e

. FANT, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, -
Wedi i { Rev:anuél S’ettlement and Director of

. > 0 »
Cﬁe%ﬁlsslzigrAgrimﬂturé, dated Perandur, 4th March

Read—the following letter from

" to the Secretary to the,

the Department of Land

1891, No. 7-C.:— . o

1 have the honor to for.'ward. fher:}vg i

geason in the Kdlahasti zemindarl 10T

the enclosures to the same.

9. Mr. Buckley has now

Mr. Buckley’s report on the state of the
k ending the 28th February 1891, and

experience of the state of the zemindari and
; %?;1 ;16 Il)zx;%econgrms the hope that the .Whoﬁly ltln:xpfec:;eld
has visited every part of it. have made a material difference m the state of the
rains of January and Febﬁllf‘n‘%uc kley errs oW on the side of under-estlmatmgb the
division, though perhaps thi;.t about 6,500 persons now want work, and ttgatfa oul’z
distress. He is of opinion £ o sufficiency of food, As, no doubt, all mf Warlx] 0 wort
9,000 persons are 111 Wan]:sohis e ato of tho former may be acoepted for the present.

b

i 1 i to the

will not come to our wor ition dually accentuated, will obtain up

It is probable th*‘évth‘;f::s‘fﬁzrg?ﬁ; tc; t(ir)lzwide work for 6.500 persons for three
e

end of May. would cost about Rs. 73,000.

This, at 2 annas & 1;31‘31 day a number of worksin the affected centres were

ich time it is

borers for a month or more, by which
1; :?i‘ill%eoieady to be started. You proposed also that
advance under the Act for carrying out some smaller works.
et eEe anct terms on which the Dewan 18 to do this should be put on
Tt is desirable that the 6¥ in the Dewan’s work for the immediate present. Red

T have more faith 4L T fear, prevent Mr. Watson from making any
tapeand wang o eﬂ?gh:ltlg:iitng}vo’rks befi;re a month has elapsed, and, unless his
appreciable advance

i ised i tioned
nsiderably surprised if half the works mentio
L Stren}?jﬂ;fnf;lxialy il:xgnb; y?)(lll, you have retained—are started within that time.
in that list—which,

i : 1
¢ derstand the position yourself and time wi
I need not enlarge O 5 alaisag mtloutrzxke a proper initiative, Mr. Watson’s hands
)

sﬁpwl'd bI qul((ii (:11)11}; :;}én;thened. I think he should have at least six subordi-
should be consider: > "

nates to begin with. i e on short-commons, the theory is that, if

4. As to the 9,000 Pe;'l';g:: :ill(li It)(:ovide for'the others. Whether dany furth]i;r
work is provided, the ?0 atuitous relief should be granted to those destitute who
assistance in the way 0 gfon or who exceed the limit which the workers can provide
have no workers to depend. Moulty. That the class is non-existent I do not believe,
for, is a question of some diffiotiy. The danger is that, if such relief is once

! - : ries. ; p
fgoi]"‘relnhail: Zﬁ?&:ﬁfﬁ: :;s?n};; ?gﬁ;ontrollable proportions, and also to demoralize
, it has

17 8 Itation ©

3. In our consultatt i
lected which would carry

:3 %(; hoped that further work
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others who prefer to be laiy to work. I think that a certain diseretion might be
allowed to Mr: Buckley in the matter. Distress is certain to increase towards May,
and what now may be doubtful cases for reliéf will then admit of no doubt.

5. This brings us to the question of what must be done at this stage for the
further inspection and superintendence of relief in the zemindari. I*is' impossible
that Mr. Buckley can be spared from his divisional work after the 15th instant. As
it is, his work has fallen into arrears, and jamabandi, already postponed for a month
later than usual, must begin on the 20th instant, and will last to about the 15th July.
I consider it absolutely necessary that Mr. Buckley should continue to devote himself
to the investigation of, and reporting on, the state of the zemindari. If so, some one
must be detailed to carry on his magisterial and routine revenue work, and also to do
the jamabandi, which has fallen to his share, and this person should not be a tyro, but
an experienced officer. Jamabandi, as you know, is not a joke in this district, and no
probationer could do it. s

6. Allow me respectfully to take exception, as an expeyienced famine officer, to
the statement contained in paragraph 5 of Board’s Proceedings, .Np. 101, dated 24th
February 1891, in which it is said to be *incredible to the Commissioner and contrary
to all his experience that, if reasonably argued with by an officer in Mr. Buckley’s
position, native men and women of the classes inured to toil and labor, and at
a seuson of the year when the sheler of a home can be readily dispensed with, should
persist in remaining in their villages to see their children and helpless re]atives starve
" around them sooner than go and work for them ata distance of from 15 to 18 miles.”
Opinions to the contrary can be found passim in thg replies to queries put by the
Famine Commission. I shall only quote one passage from the same where Mr. Grose,
speaking of the earlier stages of distress, urges the necessity for works ¢ near places
where there is distress,” on the ground of ‘‘ the great danger at this stage that the
reluctance of the people to go far from their homes or engag® in unusual work, will
induce’them to starve till they cease to be able-bodied ”” (vol. I, p. 63). I have made
frequent inquiries on the subject, and the refusal is general to leave their villages.
In a later stage of distress they will wander freely and can be dragooned in any
direction, but happily we have not come to this stage yet. When works are opened
in the zemindari the people are more likely to resort to them as they will be amongst
their own people, and will not have se far to go. It is, however, even now true that
men have gone to distant places from certain villiges for work. If Mr. Buckley
stays amongst them, I am sanguine that he will be able to lead them to the works
which Mr. Watson and the Dewan will open.

7. In forwarding Mr. Buckley’s report I must again claim recognition for the
conscientious thoroughness with which that officer has performed a trymg duty.

ENcLOSURE. i

From L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of North Arcot, to the
Collector of North Arcot, dated Bytikodiambedu, 2nd March 1891, No. A.

I have the honor to report on the inspection done by me during the past week (22nd to 28th
February) with reference to the state of the season in the Kélahasti zemindari. :

- 2. T have encamped at the following places: Pallamala, Kovanur, Ramapuram, Modu-
gulapohgm, Gudimallam, Musalipedn, Ragigunta and Kalathur, and have inspectea 19 villages
and their ha,l.nlgts. . The direction of my tour has been from east to west across the centre of
the Kalahasti division and thence sia Ragigunta southwards.

3. A lice from Pallamala to Mousalipedu gives the direction of a belt in which there has
been some distress. This distress is of a lighter nature than that which has been noticed a
Perandur, Chelamathur and Talarived. T];lgs with the exception of a few villages In the north,
is the northern boundary of the affected parts,’ West of Musalipedu the villages lie close to the
river Swarnamuki, and are irrigated by river channels and wélls which are numerous, easily

sunk, and which give a good supply of water. Musalipedu is the western limit of distress, From -

Ramapfiram to Ragigunta, the two villa d (Byragivandigai and l?b_eqnmasg.mudra.m) have
jungle streams and cultivation is now gogu‘;;%? { yiggtxta and the adjoining village of Peran-
dasem are not well off. There is slight distress. In Kalatur and Patapaliam, at the head of the
Loki valley 1{: the Maderpak division, the distress is slightly greater, the persons affected being
more in number. _

4. Nine of the nineteen villages visited are unaffected. Of the remaining ten (vide state-
ment B), .the total population isg;bout 2,148, The number of those wanting work has been

dﬁﬁht. of {1891} ¥ ubdrus.
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Considering that the time has come for giving
gratuitous relief in the Wandiwash taluk and
directing that it should be restricted to destitute
women and children and to such males as are
physically incapable of labour,
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¢ To the Secretary to Government, Revenué Department,

12.% ‘ 1° { Magcxr 1891, Nos. 223, 2234, REVENUE.

. A e

7. The Commissioner gladly joins with the Collector in acknowledging fthe
work doné by Mr. Buckley. He is sparing no pains to make himself thoroughly
acquainted with the state of the people in his charge. a

(True '.Copie;s and. Extract.)

* (Signed)  P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
; ; o ‘Secretary.

. with enclosures in original.
»»  Collector of North Arcot. i ‘
,»  Land Revenuye Department.

ORDER——datqd 19th March 1891, No. 223, Revenue."

His Excellency the Governor inm -
Council is satisfied .that the time has
' . arrived when gratuitous relief should be

given to a limited extent in the Wandiwash taluk, of North Arcot and in.the

- Miscellaneous.

- Kélahasti zemindari. ,Accordingly he resolves to vest the Collector with discretion to

grant such relief subject to the orders of the Board, provided that it is negtrieted to
destitute women and children and to such males as are physically incapable of labour,

-and_have nd well-to-do relation who can support them. The relief should be given in

the shape of cooked food which should be distributedat kitchens to be opened at conyenient
centres, The administration of this relief will besupervised in the Wandiwash taluk

. by the Deputy Collector of the division and in the Kdlahasti zemindari by the Head

Assistant Collector. The latter has already been relieved of his erdinary work .by the
appointment of a Special Deputy Collector and the suggested transfer of the Maderpalk
division to Chingleput is unnecessary. Angther Special Deputy Collector will be

- appointed to assist in* conducting the ‘jamabandi so that the Deputy Collector of the

Arni division may be set'free for the inspection of villages and administration of '
relief. B ds . » :

2. The Collector’s request that Mr. Watson’s hands may be,strengthened will be . #

' considered in the Department of Public Works. If possible the six subordinates

asked for should be made available, 1
3. His Excellency the Governor in Council notes with satisfaction the testimony

. of the Board and Collector to the good work performed by Mr. Buckley.

- (True Extract.) |

(Signed)  C. A. GALTON,
; - Secretary to Government,

- To ,'the'Def)artmen.t' of Public Works.

,, the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the '
Department of Land Records and Agriculture.

“, the Accouttant-General.
,» the Collector of North Arcot,
»» the Commissioners of Iiand Revenne,

LT T 0 PR It i)
Copy to‘tlhe Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department.
' (Signed) €. A. GALTON, :
o : ¥ ' Secretary to Government, « -
Exd. A. Aul;ert.

130 Copies. | ' i
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Resolution—dated 11th March 1891, No. 13.

A A A

o

" With his first letter read above, the Collector submits the results of Mr. Buckley’s
tour through the Cachindd division and the eastern portion of Kdlahasti during the
week ending the 22nd ultimo, and ‘with hjs second letter, the report of Mr. Bucl?ley’s
further tour  for the week ending 28th February across the northern portion of the
zemindari from east to west aud through its centre from north forsouth. In the

second of . these two reports, Mr. Buckley summarizes the results of. his inSpection of
~ the zemindari, and furnishes a,useful map, showing the localities in which the distress
is most severely felt. He also gives an estimate of the total numbers in the zémindari,
whd, in his opinion, aré respectively (1) in need of work, (2) in need ‘of food. = The

numbers in need of work are stated to be about 5,000 ar 7-1 per cent. of the population

i the Maderpak division and abdut 1,500 or 29 per cent. of the population in the "
* K{lahasti division of the zemindari, . ' ' .

9. The numbers given 4by M;j; Bucigle.y as requiring fOOd, which include the -

numbers shown above as in need of work, are 9,000 or 12-9 per cent. in the
Maderpak division, and about 2,700 or 52 per cent. of the population in the
Kdlahasti division of the zemindari, ; 1" oy P ok

The total nimbers requiring work and those requiring food thréughout the zemin-
dari are, as' given by Mr. Buckley, 6,500 and 11,700 respectively. It is impossible
* Mr. Buckley explains, to verify these figurés. “They have ” he.states “ been-arrived

at only by questioning the village officers and the people, whosvould prebably represent

Jthe distress as greater than the reality. '

The - €ommissioner is of opinion that the numbers given are in excéss of the

numbers that would be likely to go to a Government work situated, say, ten miles from
their homes, but.they no doubt represent fairly enough the numbers who at present are
put to great straits to earn a livelihood and to whom the opening of works near their
honfes would be a very gfeat boon. He returned on the evening ‘of the §th instant
- from a_tour of 8 .days through the zemindari extending from the Rénigunta station
by road to Kdlahasti and’ thence by road almost due south through the centre of the
zemindari by way of Ragigunta where he met Mr. Buckley, Kolaturand Midda Khan-
drigai to Badakodiembedu, and thence to Uttukottai and Pefandur in the centre of the
‘tract reported ,on by Mr. Buckley in his report for the week ending 14th Febrnary
(Board’s Proceedings, No. 101, dated 24th February 1891). At+Perandur the Commis-
sioner and Mr. Buckley met the Collector Mr. LeFanu, who had spent the previous few
days in inspecting villages in 'tle neighbourhood of Perandur and Magderpak. A
considerable portion of the Commissionér’s journey was made in_ company -with
Mr. Buckley through the tract which was the scene of Mr. Buckley’s first inspection®
- IngJanuary. In some portions of the tract, notably im the Arani valley which is
traversed by the road from Nagaluapur to Uttukottai, the rains of J amuary and February”
have changed the face of the country, and have led to the planting of unusually large
areas under-the wélls which in this valley are very numerous. In this valley all the
; y111agers find _full employment. In the portions of the zemindari visited between Ragi-
gunta and Midda Khandrigai wells are less numerous, and the rains of J anuary and
February gave no material supplies to: the tanks, but they gave grass for the nume-
rous herds of cattle which are owned by the villagers, or which are broyght from other
parts and entrusted to the care of the villagers'in view to ‘their benefiting by the
grazing in the neighbouring hills and jungles. Looking after the cattle gives employ-
ment to considerable ndmbers of the laboring. classes, and others find employment in
-z.),gncultural operations or in gathering firewood, or in collecting bark and sother
jungle products which are plentiful in the neighbouring jungles. There -gre there-
fore very few without employment of some kind, and though most of the laboring
classes are on short commons there are none who are ‘absolutely awithout ‘means of

livelihood. At the same. time it is highly desirable that some additional employment - _

should be given by Goverriment at fairly good wages, for thére is but little doubt
* that the ryots,*whose ownJdosses to some extent explain, if they do not justity, their
action, and the contractors for jungle produce, and gther employers of labot are taking
- advantage of the'glut of labor in .the market to' pay much less, than a fair remunera-
tion for a day’s work. ’l’he'opening of a number of small and scattered works b
the Dewan of. the zemindar with the aid of the advance of Rs. 10,000 which has
- just been placed at his disposal by Government will correct this state of things, and it

A AN PATA PRI
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’ : o hose services have been lent to the zemindar will soon

}S o (tlhatqthcixﬁ?(f;:aes{e vzlfrﬁ)er of large works which will be capable.of giving

;;;ﬁo;ﬁegt lto o1l who are likely to resort to them. The Commissioner met the

Engincer Mr, Watson ab Rénigunta and earnesly impressed upon him the necessity

L. < " these large works. Mr. Watson is fully alive to his
of speedily eomn.lengllég ;ngrointd e?f is §ue solely to Jhis want of establishment, a
) )

ﬁ:ﬁgnsggfwﬁa;fthe Cothmissioner understands, been now removed, that he has as

ot been able to do so little. : ] : ‘
% 3e Mr. Buckley considers that the. provision of ‘work is all that.is required, and *

that, if work is provided, the workers will provide for their«dependents. Regarding
‘ )

AN , sistance in the way of «
: ; , “orites” ¢ Whether any further assistan y
] g‘::uli)g 3: rgiréf_];ifi?; b:gr:nted to those destitute who have no workers to depend

. o - T 41 kers can provide for, is a'question of some

o on e th it whihdhe ks L B b B i S
dlﬂicul_ty( o, as iThe dancer is that, if such relief is once given, it has a
S T & controllabﬁa proportions: i ei80 18, demopgiio otigrs Who
‘tendency to assumeé UR v 0] think' that a certaill discretion n_ngrlt be allowed to
..ﬁef‘%ug}’_ﬁ; ilﬁzfrhetilav:gr " Distress is certain to increase towards May, and what
. s d 4

I i ! loubt.” -
now may be doubtful cases for relief will then admit of no doubt.”

, v :Jers that the ample employment which will be

4, The Comr‘:)nssmgiré:t‘;iﬁggg to be in need of it in the zémindari should render

aisﬁrﬂort?gligr?ne?:ul;es unnecéssary. - In the event, however, of distress increasing,
all further I

; ¥ e d. Mr. Buckley’s services, will be made
B st o the omtiuod fospecion of the zemindari by the appoint-
aYalla})le for G?P (:3.(.‘; b : Government of an additional Dep_ut-y Co]legf.or to carry on his -
ment just Tancdmnutinz revenue work and also t0 do, the jamabandi; and Mr. Buckley
magisterial and ro to bring to the notice of Government any change in existing
‘will be able at once 10 L1 S, 0, c ) renders the grant of gratuitous relief necessary
circumstances in the zeminda t of the additional Deputy Collector "

C A sr Al intmen \ 0 .

+In any special I.OS?(}IIE:S;}ODS?;;;F&) away With the necessity for. transferring any
wﬂt,i o;tnhgf Sﬁ?ﬁ;iierpak division, even temporarily, o the Chingleput district.
portion ;

, 2  Jotter the Collector takes exception to-the Com-
gy i It’l Palfagr]illtlyllafit ?tf; VI;;SS Sﬁiﬁﬁi bcie to’ him and contra’ry to all his experience that,
. pnssfgner § remar 1 with by an officer in Mr. Buckley’s position, native men and

it Tedsonably, arguec WiL\ ¥ | and labof and at.a season of the year when the

women of the classes-b;mll;z%if; g)ilspense with should persist in remaining in.their
il}ﬁltgzsofoas.gglzl}feffghﬂ dren and helpless Telatives starve around them sooner than go
illag :

: teen to eighteen miles; and Mw LeFanu
and.work, for them az at{}i:: tg:ﬁfr:rfffgsf bgffound in the replies to queries put by t.l_lé
states.that opinions to ‘Amdne these he quotes that of the Honorable Mr. Grose, in

, Famine Commlsswn.e Eee 0% the carlier stages of distress, urges the necessity for -
TG B sphere %hex:e is distress on the ground of the great danger at this-
o Jorky. NEAF Apl%cfs 'twnce of .the peopl® to g9 far from their homes gr.etgege m uriusual

N o 'th; . lz(ﬁ:m to starve till they cease to be able-bedied, That there is this
i i 1% i ‘ssioner admits, but, the danger 18 i the easeof individuals and not
danger the Comm £+the popul ace, and it is a danger which must be gonfronted by an

. of whole clagzes 0 w premove d or, af any rate, reduced in limits by showing the
G and_, : pqsbsilit I, where di,stress is at all Wldesprea{i and deep, Pf anY',81lcceS§ful
sftzlrjlla%: %eylgggzilmﬁer?t’ to give employment t0 all whe will go to it in the immediate

P f th ir homes. et - ' Y &t & ;
wcmg}’ IQ 'e. ohd of his first letter, the Collector refers.to some instructions
. In paragra

Sta havehenss gt by the Commissioner to the effect that the laborers
supposed to e

T B¢ hould be paid less than what they could get by
fogé(ﬁggr a(I)Ii arg(l)gor' a{l]:g?gt%?uzogf)i:ctoﬁ seems to have misapprehended the Commhis-
f = . va Y

; : d o which was tI}at the rates for men on a particular
stone’s remark in & parientr 0of i 9 anm fo 2} amias per duy With the sole
(‘;Vl;)'rect sog att;cting.labor. The Gollegtor.is requested to lﬂepoftkwhat rates are now
pagd to laborers on minor irrigation works 1o the Wandiwas .ta uk.
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< 1 t., and the number of those wanting Jood at 355 or 165 per cent.
&?ﬂggiamlﬁeﬁgg a, | uglegl;?rclouﬂtry and thé Inhabitants can fall bacl& on fael cutting—a not
remunerative oocﬁpation when the market is eight or ten miles off. Thé*price of « firewood has

. fallen, and a day 18 spent in carfying 3
. one day’s pay for two days’ labor. The peopl

ket the wood cut, so that practjcally there is only
(- aapa e say they l’ive on’ about half rations. It is
.

certain that the diet of the lower classes is reduced considerably. I have seen no cases of
undoubted emaciation.

villages here and there. The worst parts are (1) around Peran‘dur and Sennalurpet, (2) arbund .

5. I have now Yisited all' the, affected parts of the ‘zemindari with the exception of a few *

« Arambakam, Chelamdthur and Battalavallany, (3) the eastern*part of the Kélahasti division from

Palarivedu to Mangsanellur. The less affected
villages of Ragigunta and Perandasem in t

he south of Kalahasti; Poli and the surgounding

i V in t th of Kalahasti; the Loki valley in western Maderpak,
. :llllel.:%'ﬁhgg :‘xtf:‘::ﬁi(t);hsftll;ttg;?g; the Maderpak divisibn in which the villages of Maderpak

lies and the village of Madanembedu about len miles south-west of Maderpak. When I,

 inspected the Tirupuranthakapuramkota valley in the beginhing of January, it was affected'in

the same viray as the Loki valley, but fron_l repo
-plentiful there, and. a considerable extent is now
_ Jungle streams and a few wells. .

rts since received, the rainfn}l h.as of late been
being cultivated ith ragi which is watered-from

6 The: population of Maderpak at the last census was 70,000 in round numbers, the

number of persons i Maderpak requiring work has been caleulated at about 4,000 or’5:7 per cent.

and the number requiring food at 7,200 or 10°3 per cent. ‘I'he population of Kalahasti at. the

last census was ronghly 52,000. The number in Kélahasti requiring work is estimated at 1,500

.

or 2'0 per cent., the number requiring food is estimated at 52 per cent. It is practically only

- thesouthern and the egstern half of Kélahasti that is affected. It. has been impossible to verily

these figures. They have only been arrived at by questioning the village officers and the people,’
who would probably represent the distress as greater than the Peffhty . by 3 1
i | hear that the tank restoration works are to he'put in hand at once in all the wors

affected parts, and that works will shortly be begun in various parts, This will give w-ork to

those that require it, and no further relief is wanted.in my opinion. =

: : . : imdari
8. I enclose the usual' statements A and By Enclosure () is the map Of.th? S
showing my tour during thes last ‘::ek and the various parts affected. E‘nclqsuref (é) - ?10;)3
of notes of information gained by random house-to-house visits amopg the cbolies of Peranda
and Ragigunta. ; ol _ . :
Kemarks on Deputy Tahsildar of Maderpak’s inspection— o
: (1) Since writing. the above, I have received the report of the ‘Deputt};l : ﬂ;ﬁr g%
Maderpak. He. has done good work in the week. He has yisited the St ST A
Cachinad and the countr’y around Pennalurpet. Led : . phpale
(2) ‘He reports tgt the cdug‘?ry sogh-east of Maderpak village 1s very bta dhy t%ﬂ’ '{‘01;1‘:
small villages only due south of Muderpak -village being free from distress up ?d;' at "1 .
tract was reported on by me last week. 'I'he érops have failed to a very considerable extent. There

++/is mo work in the villages, and only a very little work can be obtained in the neighbourhood.

iem 1 3 i that he
Peddapoliem is one of the est and most affected villages, and the Tahsildar reports
has induced fourteen coolieal?:gm this village to go to Ponnéri for wark. If they report favorably,

140 other able-bodied coolies will probably follow from ‘the same village. This is good. I

~ think the people will go to the works if they once get a lead. The people generally say they

‘are afraid to go to Government works, for, ali who went to Gov‘am.ment works_in the famine |

of 1876-78, never returned. : X C AP

. (3) The tract around Perinalufpet is in & very bad way. It is here (and around era.x(li.
dur Chelamathuru) that the distress is acutest. I have not visited this part since J amﬁl‘}’.’ aﬂal;
judging from the report of the deuty Tahsildar, I think the number of those in the ha.dqrp
division réquiring work may+be raised from four to five thousand or to 7-1 per cent. of, t GdP?P“,'
lation. Th:ﬁ:pulaﬁm affected in this tract is considerably greater than I'had calculated 1t to
be, several villages having over 1,000 inhabitants.. ; . )

(4) The crops have almost entirely failed, and, where -suceessfu}, have given a very poor

‘outtugn. There is at present work for a few of thoseswanting it ih digging ground-nut in villages

in Chingleput. But this will soon be over. The rest—the majority—li.ve on loans and the

charity of the rich. g % : S
The extent ofstanding. crops is inconsiderable. The showers in January and February
were _insuﬁieient for eultivating late crops. An attempt was made, but it was given up after a
small extent had been p}oughed,. : . e g
(5). The Tahsildar’s statement is enclosed. It was received without a eovering letter.
(6).» The report of the Deputy Tahsildar of Kalahasti his net yet beed received.

- (7). 1 hear privately from Mr, Watson that the yillage of Chinnapet, four miles from here

is badly off, the children showing signs of emaciation. I shall see them to-mor.x‘ow.mo;ning._
P.S.—I have i’:streoeiv’ed the report of the Kalahasti D%paty ’gl‘a.hsildsr. His movements

have not extended beyond a few miles from Kélahasti town, The distregs there is incomsider-

‘able. R O : y i :

. g ., e .
. & . . a .
..

parts ate from Pallamala to Masulipedu and the * -

s
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others who prefer to be lazy to work, I think that ‘a certain discretion might be
allowed to Mr. Buckley in the matter. Distress is certain to increase towards May,
and what now may be doubtful cases for relief will then admit of no doubt.

5. This brings us to the question of what must be done at this stage for the
further inspection and superintendence of relief in the zemindari. It is impossible
that Mr. Buckley can be spared from his divisional work after the 15thinstant. As
1t is, his work has fallen into arrears, and jamabandi, already postpoﬁed for a month
later than usual, must begin on the 20th instant, and will last to about the 15th J uly.
I consider it absolutely necessary that Mr. Buckley should contimue to devote himself
to the investigation of, and reporting on, the state of the zemindari. If so, some one
must be detailed to carry on his magisterial and routine revenue work, and also to do
the jamabandi, which has fallen to his share, and this person should not be a tyro, but

an experienced officer. J amabandi, as you know, is not a joke in this district, and no
probationer could do it.

6. Allow me respectfully to take exception, as an experienced famine officer, to
the statement contained in paragraph 5 of Board’s Proceedings) No. 101, dated 24th
February 1891, inwhich it is said to be * incredible to the Commissioner and contrary
to all. his experience that, if reaSonably argued with by an officer in Mr. Buckley’s
position, native men and women of the classes inured to toil and labor, and at
a season of the year when the shelter of a home can be readily dispensed with, should
persist in remaining in their villages to see their children and helpless relatives starve
aro_ul}d them sodner than go and work for them ata distance of from 15 to 18 miles.”
Opinions to the contrary can he found passim in the replies to queries put by the
Famige Commission. I shall only quote one passage from the same where Mr. Grose,
speaking of the earlier stages of distress, urges the necessity for works ¢ near places
where there is distress,” on the ground of * the great danger at this stage that thé
?eluctapce of the people to go far from their homes or engage in unusual work, will
induce them to starve till they cease to be able-bodied ” (vol. I, p. 63). I have made
frequent inquiries on the subject, and the refusal is general to leave their villages.
In a later stage of distress they will wander freely and can be dragooned in any
fiu‘ection, but happily we have not come to this stage yet. When works are opened
in the zemindari the people are more likely to resort to them as they will be amongst
their own people, and, will not have so far to go. It is, however, even now true that
men have gone to distant places from certain villages for work, If Mr. Buckley

~stays amongst them, I am sanguine that he will be able to lead them to the works

whieh Mr, Watson and the Dewan will ope.
7. In forwarding Mr. Buckley’s report I must again claim recognition for the

- conscientious thOl'Oughm_%SS with which that officer has performed a trying duty.

ENCLOSURE,
From L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of North Arcot, to ‘the
Collector of North Arcot, dated Bytikodiambedu, 2nd March 1891, No. A,

I hay‘e the honor to report on the ins ection done by me during the past week (22nd to 28th
February) with reference to the state of tEe season in the Kélahasti zemindari.

2. I have enoan'lped at the following places: PaMamala, Kovanur, Ramapuram, Modu~ ;

gulapoliem, Gudimallam, Musalipedti, Ragigunta and Kalathur, and have inapected 19 villages
and their hapﬂgtg. ) The direction of mygt%nr has been from east to west across the centreoof‘
the Kélahasti division and thence #ig Ragigunta southwards. :

3. Alire from Pallamala to Musalipedu givegthe direction of a belt in which there has
been some distress. This distress is of a Iighter nature than that which has been noticed at
Perandur, Chelamathur and Talarived. This, with the exception of a few villages in the north,
is the northern bopndary of t_he affected parts. West of Musalipedu the villages lie close to the
river Swarnamuki, and are irrigated by river channels and wells which are numerous, easily
sunk, and which give a good supply of water. Musalipedu is the western limit of distress, From
Ramapuram to Raglguptn,_the two villages passed (Byragivandigai and Phemmasamudram) have
jungle streams and cultivation is now going on. Ragigunta and the adjoining village of Peran-
dagem are not well off. There is slight distress. In Kalatur and Patapaliam, at the head of the

Loki valley in the Maderpak division, the distress is slightly greater, the persons affected being
more in number. .

4. Nine of the nineteen villages visited are unaffected. Of the remainin ten (vide stat
ment B), the total population i about 2,148, The number of those wantmgg woré has beee;

~e
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. 2. The tracts visited are (1) the wholeof Ca.ohina'd, a sub-division of Maderpak (this is th
“island ” in the middle of Chingleput), and (2) the easterp portion of Ké,laha?sti?rpa i

3. On 15th Febrnary, leaving Perandar in the south of Maderpak for Cachinad, T proceeded

vi Arui in the hopes of seeing the officer in charge of the irrigation works there, but was dis-

.4 Iamglad to be able to report that about 40 per cent. of the Cachi -divisi

give no cause for anxiety. In the central portion, inclll)lding Manellury, Sa::guilﬁgrdlglﬁzzl?sg?
Aruru, and six other villages, of which T have information, but excluding Pallevada’a.ud Konda:
manelluru villages, the harvest has ranged from fair to good. Pallevadu had a fair first erop.
early in the year, Hut the cooly population are now in difficulties. These villages give some
assistance to those adjoining, which are in a bad way, for in them the coolies of the worse-off
villages can find a desultory market for the disposal of their labor. But it is not every well-off
village that can demand more labor than can be supplied within its limits, The boundaries of
the unaffected tract, run, roughly, south-east from Manelluru on the south and north-east from
Puvala on the north. They are marked in the accompanying map with dotted blue lines.

5. Of the two affected parts, the northern is the worse off. This is as badl
) Tec 8, th : . ff as Perandur
and the neighbourhood, and this disastrous season is the successor of man; p'}r’e?rim;sba?lm:nef
The southern is perhaps slightly better off, but the difference is practically inappreciable,

6. In these two tracts there has been a very large failure of crops, and
’ all
extent, where they have succeeded, the outturn has been only from 2pto 4 amel‘;in 0%1:2 %s?llres
are given against each village in statement A. : : 2

7. The total population of the 11 villages visited in these two tra

The_number I have calculated to be in want ofg work is about 848 or 13-6 pgﬁsc::r;?u;lf(si tﬁeex’lwun}:
ber in want of food 1,575 or 25 per cent. As I have seen about one-third of the villages (and
the villages I have seen are the larger ones), the numbers given by me should be multiplied by
about 2; . This will give total population of affected parts about 14,000, of those without work
about 1,900, and of those in want of food about 3,500. ,Of course, these persons do get some
work and some food. From inquiries made by me, it appears that in good fimes work is
obtainahle Practically every day, the wages for such work being 2 or 3 free meals + 1% anna
(= about 3 Ma.dra.s_ measures of grain), Work is now obtainable about two. or threg fimes
& week at best ; the highest wage is 2 annas a day (=13 Madras measure at the present prices) and
no free meals. This 13 Madras measure of grain has to feed usually at least two persons besides
the earner—often 4 or 5. The wife may occasionally help her husband, but 'very seldom, for
work is almost unobtainable. One male member of a family will go away several miles for
work, leg.vmg his wife and a couple of children and an old father.or a brother to look after them.
:l‘hqy will not ;eave their houges and families unprotected, and thus, in many cases, an able-
bodied person is left to the unprofitable employment of the guardianship of his relations, instead
of being free to 8o and work for their spbsistence and his own. Meals are now taken l;y cooly
classes ut once a day and that meal is g limited one. They usually eat three meals. They: are
undergoing starvation by degrees. Even if all had constant work at the present rate of wages,
they would not be well off. All have not, constant work ; some only get it occasionally.

8. The numbers given by me as showing those i : in w
: ren. owing those in want of work and those in want of food
referuto the eoolies g.lone.‘ I have not attempted to number those poorer ryoté ;:fll]rclp 30 cl’l(:)t
ugua y work for daily wages. Hyen if work were provided elose at hand, with daily payment
o1 wages, such persons would hesitate a long while ngare joining ; workingZfor cooly would

mean a descent in the social i i '
stomachs to their gentilit;?. SRR dim thagy andy 1, itk e i it .3

9. There is no doubt that g protracted; diet of the. kind the poorer classes now e
-}:’aght? & general impairment of energy. I have found several persggs who zsre ceft.ainlg:y ‘1;101? 11118;
y err usual average of physical ability, It is difficult, almost impossible, to draw the line.
;v el(-ie emaciation begins. It ig seldom, even in. prosperous times, that one finds a cooly encum-
ere vf?ﬂi too much flesh ; the hard life he leads—one of constant labor and constant exposure—
prezi:nb? im, from developing the. rotundity of those who follow more sedentary and more.
gvri(ljl éz dB d}i)ursmts.. The cooly is usually more or less finely drawn and even the nicest examiner
- n fﬁgulty n stating how much helow par he may happen to be on a particnlar occasion.
kdete'l‘]l? 1o doubt that in the affected parts the coolies and their families are now insufficiently-
ed. Their standard of comfort at the best of times is only just high enough to.keep them in,
working*trim and no one can Possibly deny that their present reduced diet, if continued, must
gradually lead to a state of starvation, from which they will take long to recover and constant
supply of work at hand to all who need it is required.

" 10. Of the ﬂages in th_e well-off central tracts, as I have already *said, Pallevada and
andam;nu:‘llhzlé %r: hiziceptéo!}sdto the ﬁeneml rule. The villages of N aidukuppam and

: 90 : > . T
Ahei neighbours o tho nothy 6" though they can 40 nothing to alleviate tho distessof

.
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11. To turn to the tract visited in Kélahasti division, I left Chelamathuru on the 20th
and on the 20th and 21st I visited seven villages, encamping at Talarivedu and Nirpakota, A
map is appended showing the tract visited which lies north and south of the Tada-Kélahasti road.

12. The villages visited are Talarivedu, Kallivedu, Chavali, Kanchanaputhuru, Gazula-
pinnaluru, Koovanambedu and Nirpakota. Of these, all except Kanchanaputhuru, Kallivedy
and Talarivedu, may be expected to pull through, tlfough they have had by no means a good
5Eason. , B ’ o

13. In the three villages named, the population is about 2,000 ; about 210 are out of work
or 10-5 and 390 or 195 are on insufficient diet. The work generally done is fuel-cutting and a

small amount of cultivation. These people are on short rations as'in Maderpak.

14. Tt will b o weeks, perhaps months, before the zemindari authorities commence their
sestoration :gmmz.soril t}:;nk it ll)ﬁghlg neeessarjy to start works at once at Perandur and Chila~
mathuru and some place in the south of Cachinad, say Maderpak or Vanamalli, as being more
central, and also probably at Talarivedu. The help afforded by the restoration will, I fear,

come too late.

15. Two maps (enclosures 1 a
Kélahasti. Statements A and B ar

nd 2) are appended, showing the tours_in Cachinad and in
o also appended, the first giving details as to state of vil-

L0. bstract, showing the total population of affected villages, number
i?xgt‘;e:‘f %v%;; l;%dﬁz Sﬁﬁ%ﬁfa?ogd,s &lv:s.o : Enclosugres 3.and 4 are copies of notes taken during house-
to-house inquiries at Maderpak and Timminanayudupet =+ ;

16. The reports of the Deputy Tahsildars are not yet received.

e

i - Ww. J. H. LE FANT, Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
Sapbr-the tolloin Lo i Clommissioner of Revénue S’ettlement and Director of

th .
:ﬁeﬂ]l)eessfgrifg othLa.lfd Records and Agriculture, dated Perandur, 4th March

1891, No. 7-C. :— e t i
: : ‘d herewith Mr. Buckley’s report on the state of the
T have the honori tgeﬁzli-:;:ri for the week ending the 28th February 1891, and

the enclosures to the same. . : ; .
208 large experience of the state of the zemindari and
. 2'.‘1;1!%‘. Buck]eyr glﬁz ;}G?W ]Iillailg ;p.or% confirms the hope that the wholly unexpected
A8 VISR evary Je d February have made a material difference in the state of the
rains of .Ianua:g a:rha s Mr. Buckley errs now on the side of under-estimating the
g}vmon, t»%oup ofpo inipan that about 6,500 persons now want Work,. and that about
918%'853. e fre inpwant of a sufficiency of food. As, no doubt, all in want of work
0 I;ersonst our works, his estimate of the former may be accepted for the present.
will not come to e re,s ent position, gradually accentuated, will obtain up to the
It is probable that the p ovide work for 6,500 persons for three

t
end of May. We have therefore i‘)d cost about Rs. 73,000.

v . as head wou .
montgstI This, atniu‘;z;ciozo ‘4 oiday a number of worksin the affected centres were
. In our const

par, : borers for a month or more, by which time it is
selected which Wf()}llgl e‘:’%{) r(I){l; gﬁllzeoready to be started. Yo’u proposed also that
to be hoped bhatld‘l; ve an advance under the Act for earrying out some smaller works,
the Dewan shou 4 :}ll sxact terms on which the Dewan is to do- this should be put on
It is desirable tha ef ith in the Dewan’s work for the immediate present. Red
paper. .I have fmor:ab?ilshment will, I fear, prevent Mr. Watson from making any
tape a1_1d want of esta prag vt works before a month has elapsed, and, unlee.;s his.
appreciable advance l(f T shall be considerably surprised if half the works mentioned
hands are strengthened, ind you, you have retained—are started within that time.
in that list—which, Ima:}{ii:l:s you u;gderstaﬂd the position yourself and time will
I need not enlarge l‘m say that, to take a proper initiative, Mr. Watson’s hands
s}liowl.d bI ngé‘;iﬁler(;%l};, strz;ngthene I think he should have at least six subordi-.
should be ¢
nates to begin with. ; hort-commons, the th is that, if
: to be o S0 eory 1s that, if
4. As to the 9,000 persons sa&(ll P(r)ovide for the others, Whether any firther

work is provided, the Worker?t;;s relief should be granted to those destitute who,

assistance in the way of grafllor who exceed the limit which the workers can provide.

have no workers to depenﬁionéu liy. That the class is nop-existept I do not believe,
for, is a question of ?fmies in my inquiries. The danger is that, if such relief is once.
for I ha}:i fou;lgegla‘;ng; to eSO uncontrollable proportions, and also to demoralize,
given, it has ' )
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i S f Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board o e ot
Land Records a%d Agricultg.re), dated 11th March 1891, No. 183:

Mg. CLOGSTOUN:

-

.

Vorth Arcot
1 _J. . LE FANT, Esq., Collector of North . ,
Read-thiof(;%gwégr%relt:.trt;ruf)r:ﬁ ngJmissioner of Re,venue Settlement gud Director

of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Chittoor, 26th
‘February 1891, Ref. on Gl Eng..No. 1247 :— .

In continuation of my foot-note, Ref. on G}. Eng. No. lggﬁs d(:ﬁeldsgl)é% ﬁl%:grig;‘h
February 1891, tothe Head Assistant Collector’s letter,hlgo-]é P i it 6)
1891, I have the honor to forward, herewith, & copy of Mr. Buck ,eyg % 316 et
dated 22nd February 1891, on the results of his further 1ngu]1)1il Aoy i o
zemindari for the week ending 22nd February 1891.  The aee(iis(;ance gway' i
not likely to go to the works in- Ponnéri tahl.k, as they i so;n e dintsl providé
the affected parts, and I, therefore, think it is very necessary 01}11 1 of .th g affocted
work for people ,Wanting it in or in the immediate neighbourhood g
villages. To this end I would suggest that the hands of ﬂll)e s‘igeclét i = g 0
strengthened by giving him a sufficient number of upper subor made;;l th;’ iae\ll)ld]
visors and overseers, to énable him to have the estimates, &e.y p{)‘f??irela :
affected tracts and the works commenced with the least Pl‘ﬂc'f.l(’ﬂ. e GI y : e,

9. In obedience to the telegriphic orders of the Commissioner, I am )aI('JI;i g b;'
B0 e v e T S e o e

. eave it to the Board and Govern 3 NAEIVE Wiy ‘
?xdc:)l; g&ﬁ%yﬁ{. investing the local officer with discretion to gran‘t vrcaheg 'ni[ Sron]l;u&clllﬁg;
to those who may be absolutely in want of the same. As observe _zgs he‘speaks >y
it is extremely difficult to draw the line where emaciation begins. i (‘ly'
having found several persons who have qpprema‘bly_ deteno%‘at(fd 1111 taring 1 'minci
I beg respectfully Yo submit that, in my opinion, the time /as dgl(‘lfg J
the remarks in paragraph 3 of the introduction to the Famine Code. il oo

8. While on this subject T beg again to urge the transfer of l\]:’.l[.atfll'Pftl ” district’.
for purposes of inquiry into the state of the season there, to the ~Cblmc% expthe distriot
Tt is, I most respectfully submit, extremely difficult, if not impossible, 70 o ygtnnc
officers of North Arcot to look after the division without serious Pl”etll;1 o o
work in other parts of the district. Mr. Buckley has been engaged ont . eterwc'lal The
this zemindari since the latter part of December last, ex:cept for a shor kln g ‘ e
result is that he has not been able to attend much to his ordinary wor -I il tIc)) Ha
who had to go to him have been put to considerable inconvenience andl ” fa the Head
down the Special Deputy Collector to Rdnipet to hold the abkdri 831 es iyl ys
Assistant Collector’s division to the,great pre]udme of census and other wo
Special Deputy Collector’s own division. -

Now that I have to go to Maderpak my current work will'be greatly delayed
and it will take some weeks before I can bring 1t again to its n_f)rmal. state. ;S
4. The Deputy Collector on General Duties reports that during his re(;fntlvll)sc:rers
Wandiwash the Commissioner considered that the wages given to 1:1 flraf‘labor
employed under amani should be less than what they could get by agricu td et s
This would, I submit, be hard on those who would have to protect infirm dep
unless they are provided with gratuitous relief. .

———

E~NCLOSURE.

. : the Collector
. E. BUCKLEY, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of North Arcot, to
o of North Aregt, datengallamalai, 22nd February 1891, No. 66.

: . : s i Maderpak and
the honor to submit a report on the tracts visited by me in the Maderpa
Kﬂaitﬁiv?iivisions in the period from Sunday, 15th February, to Saturday, 22nd February, both
inclusive. "

- at a distance of from 15 to 18 miles,

R S et bt e e et e e e S S s S S e
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4. The plea made by Mr. Buckley for the opening of works a little nearer to
the particular villages visited by him has been met by the opening on the 17th,
before the receipt of his letter, of a work at Kaniperu, about 12 miles off, and other
works at Uttukotai and Kagavakam, within distances of about 5 miles, will shortly be
started. It must be manifest, however, that if the numbers likely to resort to Govern-

ment works in the affected tract are in any way comparable to the numbers found to

be needing employment in the villages now reported on, their employment on small
. scattered works in the vicinity of their villages will be impossible.

6. The Commissioner is of opinion that with the state of the people, such as
described by M. Buckley, endeavours ought to have been made by him to induce the
able-bodied to resort to the Government works then known to be open, and he

considers that a persistent endeavour made to this end could not have failed. Tt is

ineredible to the Commissioner and contrary to all his experience that, if rb’?a,onably
argued with by an officer in Mr. Buckley’s position, native men and women of the
classes inured to toil and labor, and at a season of the year when the shelter of a home
can be readily dispensed with, should persist in remaining in their villages to see their
children and helpless relatives starve around them sooner than go and work for them

The Collector will be requested to visit the Maderpdk division immediately
and to report after personal inquiry upon the sufficiency or otherwise, pending the
opening of works in the zemindari, of the Government works already started in
Ponnéri and in the neighbourhood of Uttukotai, Kadur and Kambakam, in the Tiruvallir
taluk, to relieve the distress in the division. The Board trusts that the personal
exertions of the Collector will break down the dislike of the people to leaving their
own villages in search of work—a course that the Collector’s estimate of the numbers
likely to be seeking employment must show him to be absolutely necessary. The
Commissioner leaves Madras tomorrow to visit the northern and central portions of the
Kalahasti zemindari in view to hastening the commencement of work on the repair
of the zemindari tanks, which will give employment to large numbers, and will
arrange to meet Mr. LeFanu in the Maderpak division as soon as Mr. LeFanu
has completed his inquiry.

The following telegram will be sent to Mr. LeFanu : —

‘¢ Please arrange to visit Maderpék division immediately and'report aftgr personal inqui
upon sufficiency or otherwise of Government works already started in l_)ognén and in neighbour-
hood of Uttukotai and Kambakkam, Tiruvallér taluk. Latter works within 12 miles of Buckley’s

distressed villages. Commissioner visits Kalahasti Thursday and will meet you in Maderpik
division on completion of your inquiry.”

6. Now that a Joan has been sanctioned by Government for the repair of
irrigation works in the zemindari, the Collector and the Divisional Officer, in concert
with the Dewan and with the Engineer deputed to carry out the works, should make
arrangements to start works at the earliest possible date in the localities where t(““',’

‘may be most urgently required.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) ~ P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secrets

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

. ith statements, &c.
»  Collector of North Arcot. s X

s  Collector of Chingleput,
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well-circumstanced villages of Chingleput, notably Meyyur. These Government
villages seem to have had by no means a had season, and coolies from various zemindari
villages find work up to date in them by the cutting of crops. This, however, will
be over in a few days, and what the poorest will do then T don’t know.

6. Even now, in spite of work being found in other villa
who get work. It ig only the lucky few. Besides, all the
not go from their own to other villages to find work ; they will not leave their houses
unguarded. There are old men and women, sickly persong and young children who
cannot work ; these are left behind to look after the cattle and lands belonging to
those who go, and often an adult, able-bodied male member of a house, remains behind
to look after those whom they ‘will not Jeave unprotected. In this way one man has,
L many cases, to earn the livelihood for himself, his wife and children, his parents,

and his brother, and, perhaps, other relations. The adults, T should say, take it in
turns to go to the villages for work,

* 1. Wages have fallen hoth in zemindari villages and in the Government villages
of Chingleput. The fall is due to competition in zemindari villages. Demand for labor
has decreased, while the supply has remained stationary. In Government villages,
the demand has remained almost stationary, but the supply of labor has enormously
nereased.  Wages are now only at about 50 per cent. of the ruling rate of good
times.  If wages aro paid in kind, less grain is given. 1If in money, less is given, and
1ts purchasing power is less, :

8. From the house-to-honse inquires T have made, the majority of the poorest
classes apparently get one meal of grain every other day, and this mea] is about half
what they would eat in one day in an ordinary time. In some villages the pattadars

have left ground-nut on the ground as immature and useless ; this is eagerly picked, by
the poorer classes and eaten. The supply of this is scanty however.

9. The poorer Pattadars are not much better off than coolies. They manage,
however, to borrow a small supply of grain occasionally from the richer men, but the
meals they get are not much more frequent or more extensive than those of the coolies.

10. Al the persons I have

t means a breaking up of their homes, and this they will not do. Ponnéii is from
15—18 miles from these villages. There are the old, the young, and the infirm whom
they cannot take with them and whom they cannot leave behind. More works are
necessary—smaller scattered Works—so that attendance on them may not entail this
breaking up of homes, and so that coolies may be able to go backwards and forwards
to takq @heir earnings to their families without difficulty. I know the difficulty of
supervision will be great, but it is the only way in which relief will be brought home
to the people. . They will not leave their houses if they can help it ; they prefer to
1 ges among their friends,

W acres (about 5) of standing crops in those villages

that have materially prospered by the lae rains.  The rain came too late. :
12, The Commissioner, in hig Proceedings, dated 4th February No. 59, which has

only just reached 16, says that in the villaces he has seen a large area had been sown
or ploughed ready for Sowing since the latz rain and that a large amount of employ-
ment had been thereby given, T fear that the relief given by the late rain is but
little.  As T have said above, the work done has, to a great extent, been done by the
pattadars themselves, and the cooly classes, at any rate in the villages I have lately
visited, have not been benefited ¢, any great extent, for but few have been
employed and the wages have been low. The Government works at Ponnéri are too
istant to affect any but thoge who have no ties of family or property or those who
are ready to give up either op both. From the Commissioner’s report, it appears the
. 1 of tanks in this division. I hope there is nothing to

ges, it is by no means all
members of family will

13. The population of the nine villages I have calculated approximately at 3,810
(vide statement B), The number requires work (now or.in, say, five or six days from
now—the majority require ¢f now) 1 have put down at 885 or 23 per cent. The

number of those now in want of food, or who will be in want of it in five or six days

.

questioned object to going to the works at Ponnéri, *

~
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t.e Ihe ahle-h()(lle(l 1n ‘Va“' (0} W ; hOSG 'unﬁt fO WO[’k)
. . f Ol‘]{ and the Ol.d’ Ollng and,t ; i : r‘ ‘v :
(.. .)‘ b bout 1 465 or 38'0 [.)el‘ C()Ilt. I nl.a«y sa’y thdt d].l th(se quul e

food now.

T » . . . - A
Pty rel)ort“f A ’the g?i?;ice that four persons from Kdlahasti division lately
, 15. I would bring to y

i o ere convicted before

ol R Tirupati. They were con o

tted three highway Hbbers dlt(;ir;dthey \Eere driven to commit the offence
committe ' |

) : aving | .
me and confessed their guilt, saymng -
through starvation.

ahsildar are not yet received.

e
-

o ; d 19th
llector of North Arcot, date
w FANTU, Esg, Collector L
eyl F b{ugyLl]gQI, Ref.’ on Genl. Eng. No. 1068
e

scords and Agri-
- Settlement, Land Recor gr
: issioner of Revenue 1 4 of statement B
Submlfcted to t}}e Corr'i‘ll?;ss;ercentages given In "0011;1?22 !?; ;nl(e tter, Bet. on Gledl
i mfon?latl?cllll.ose estimated by me inhpm‘aii?éd Mr Buckley, to continue the
are almost exactly - 1891. kil ' rts at the end of
Jo. 268. ds h January indari and send up reports ¢
Eng. No. 268, dated l8t. s f the zemindarl Board. I see no other
, B A, . llVlSlOIlS 0 bmitted to t'he Loal . S : ;
inquiries in both the divis! t will be duly su B et the b works i
- i deelpt Wi abor, to g
every week, which on re

@ ir d of 1
6 M go e 1" indari being opened before
R p‘lal(')trr)l(?é of any worls in oo+ Z?n-l,l«]::-i: 1;1 8 ()nglr. Buckley’s
e therfhls IlIof (Echle facts are, as stated l?hgd;gssorfs he saw. As he has
s i ians of emaciation in the pe fully about jt.
s h? Sgouldtllll;v;igt’clcii ii;s been asked to report more fully
not touched on t y

Vo. 101.
Rusolution—dated 24th February 1891, No

' i ot G e Cdlahasti
e by M. Bukley comprses nine villges of tho Kilust
2. The trztctd 'Vistl}ﬁdir:gl edi:';e neighbourhood of Uttukotai, in
‘zemindari, situated in

( iy y sd.  The total
; h taluk it is surrounded. .
e Ilages of whic 5 or 23 per cent. of the
of the Chin.gle%ut g 38%“60(;3 ’a?lz'l ti\lii.vlguc%ley estlllnatese ;'fmznst;;)th : ﬁ’cﬁ? ding the very
e e oAl without regular A N B ho are unable to work
i £ t is to say, who a : .
population able to labor alzek nd infirm, all those, tha ho are living on insufficient
cld, the very young, the sick and1 the total number who a o  amount
a,n(i o am amflintotlf gri?r,ernment for future means of szbilg;fizzi srrxlcholy
food and1 wh.: rzlntst dt?It)(e;nld 2856 Zr 38-5 per cent. of '{hehpsg‘ﬁ:g);duced in some of the
in this limited trac g ich the people have- -to-house
: S tion to whic ‘ t of a house-to
p}ﬁtureslii%;:;il 1;? ttI}llz gginl?llreoof the last h:rfzsz-haﬁlsl;l;?a;g:{g, of the poorest clz:)sses
Vitlages s Buckley state : al is about
1nspect1zlnyr§2;1<i) i}l};%lisﬁi’aiw:f' lgjr‘;?n ey\;ery other day, and that this mea
apparen

i inarv times. - ;
7 would eat in ordinary : nt is entitled
one-half what they wou ks. at which every person applymg fOr1 e{)ﬂiﬁ?ﬁemelves and
3. Government W(;fie i digeen ply sufficient to feed the GI ‘;1 for Some weeks in
. obt({un ltd:;t‘za?)gs ’glem as may be unable €0 Woflk, lliaveit (::incerns. The works
o epelé Pounéri and their existence is known to a Wdo-m iew to test the numbers
i loyment to all in need of it and in vi f starving villagers

yveretstalrted ;Oofg;‘rfp‘laglx)neit As an explanation of t.he_ tneglect of starving

al nee 3 '} (P
;g :s:rt to these works, the Head Assistant Coll.ector v:lf: evsvorks R b 1y v
¢ All the persons I have questioned objeet to going toPonnéri is from 15—18 miles from
ki pof their homes, and this they will not do. hom they cannd¥ take with them
? brea‘k'lng % There are the ’Oldg the young, and the infirm W —smaller scattered works—so
these wuag:}f' cannot leave behind. More works are neoe;saﬁ‘gfmes and 5o that coolies may be
:'11119(.11; v;}é:emlidmfg; on them may not entail this b]:aglg:};gtntgggg % their, tariilics withoulli %1 ffic ‘ﬁl tg‘
. f rds to take their earnir ly way in which relief will be
able:to go backwards and ‘ferwards § b t, but it is the-ouly .

I knolw 1tlhe dlgo:g:y :(f) ;{;perﬁgn ;vi'illln P eir }}101}’898 if they can help it ; they prefer
e = . 3 as. 5
t’;zltlfrl:e gﬁeﬂy i their own villages among their friends ‘
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