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10ts Marcu 1891, No. 688 W., Pusuic Works. 3 6 /gq/g

- Some improvements to Pdmban light-house, including those suggested by Mr,
B . | i< rooant inspection, are awaiting the arrival of the Superintending or 7 N
- Executive Engincer and it is hoped that one of these two officers will be able to visit
 the place at an early date. .
g Phele;ara. 3of rZyor&—I- have visited Hare Island light-house recently and ob-
served that the guard railing round the gallery is dangerously light in construction,
Para. 5 of report—The inhumanity of the arrangements at Manapad is not

apparent, there being several other lights ‘similarly arranged and I am not aware that
| any complaint has ever been made. It is perfeotly true that difficulty and inconveni-
| ence is experienced in changing the lamps, &., on account of the wind and it is to be

regretted that a lantern was not, constructed at first when the light-house was built,
The Superintending Engineer suggests building an iron octagonal lantern, !mt Mr.
Douglass, in para. 11 of his report, mentions, among other improvements, cylindrical
glazing and gunmetal and steel helical framing, which, 1 think, should be adopted
~and made capable of being kept open as the lamp, it must be i B
 structed for burning in the open air. ‘ shirs din e
. Para. 7 of report.—It would be a very small matter to supply oil-skin suits for

the men who require to be exposed to the weather at light-houses and this might be
done, : g % '

-

| Ordor—dated 3rd Maxch 1891, No, 80, Marine, :

- The Presidgncy Port officer’s letter will be communicated to the Public Works
Department with the request that early arrangements may be made for inspecting the
Pdmban light-house and for the provision of a suitable guard railing at the Hare
Island light-house. :

,F 2. No radical change in connection with the Manapad light should Be.carried out

_until the matter has been reported on by Captain Street, who will be requested to
ﬁive the matter his early consideration.
&

8. The Government is decidedly of opinion that some shelter from inclement g
‘weather should be provided for the keepers or watchers at all light-houses and that it i
{‘w"ould not be sufficient to supply the men with oil-skin suits. The Presidency Port e

{

|

officer will report on the point and the Public Works Department will be requested e S
1o earry out such alteration as may be considered necessary without delay. £33 e W
i (True Extract.) | N oy -
| ' (Signed) N. 8, BRODIE, SR
;" ‘Acting Assistant Secretary. ~ s
| b ! T : E' ; ', . ¥ .v“ ¥ ;f.' v.
_}annn—dated J10th March 1891, No. 688 W., Public quks.. & e

i Communicated to the Su rintending Engineer, VI Circle, for information and
| guidance, o : s ¥
- Yidi

(True Extract.) -
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: 0 * e 1 - Major, By 2
Fia ; ; Foa Under-Seoy. to Govt., P.W.D,
fo'ﬂlesupemtea 1 En ineer, VI | ’?;' ‘ I‘;J s -M:]v;','. e Lot |
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10re Marcr 1891, No. 688 W., Pusric Works.

‘."
{ e - | it
E GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
. »
& Buildings and Roads.
. Civil Works,

_READ—the following papers :— ,

From Lieut.-Ceiél A, C. SMITH, R.E., Superintending Engineer, VI Circle,
' : to the Chief hugineer, Public Works Department, dated Trichinopoly, 26th
r ¢ January 1891, No. 994 T.N.

I have the honor to report that L inspected the following light-houses, viz :—

; Hare Island, Tuticorin, on 15th instant,

! " a Manapad, on 19th instant.

£ 2. I could ét #o steamer to Pdmban, so had to give up going there and also I have ‘
| , proposed that the inspection of the Mut-

L This %gposal has not been approved in your tUm light be uth_artal.(en by the Travancore

v . No. 539 C., dated 22ud January 1891, since authorities as it is situated some 15 miles

‘ ‘ received. i or more to west at Cape Comorin and well

within that state.

‘ E 3. The ligll-house at Hare Island is in good order and the strengthening bands
recently put up by this department (vide G.0., No. 2009 W., dated 23rd July 1590)
f, B ‘ seem calculated to render the lantern quite secure,

) ‘4. With reference to the Manapad light all the structure, such as it i8, is in good
order ; but the arrangements are, to say the least of it, bordering on the inhuman and
it surprises me that such a state of things should have obtained so long.

| _ 5. Some months ago we were requested to provide some sort of a roof or protee-
' ( tion to the lanfern and accordingly an estimate was sanctioned for a weather-boarding

v roof, but, as this only protects the lantern from rain when unaccompanied by wind, 1
5 do not think it is of much use, and, moreover, weather boarding is not stout enough for
such an exposed position.

&
7 ‘ f 6. The lantern stands on the top of a square tower situated on a rocky promon-
! ;Or)’ near Mangpad n a very exposed situation. The top of the tower about 8 or 9
eet Square consists of a flat terrace surronnded by open balustrading, and, prior fo the
construetion of the weather boarding, had no reof whatever.
b 7. On the top of this tower and exposed to all wind (which is very prevalent
ere) and rain in the monsoon the lascars are supposed to watch turn and turn about
for’ & spell of 8 hours each; they are not only unprovided with tarpaulin eoats and
sou westers, but have not even thick clothing of any sort and in bad weather the roof
18 of no practical use in keeping rain off either the men or the lantern.
‘ : , 8. There seems to be an order to the offect that the lamp shall be ehanged or
P . trimmed every three hours, though it wonld burn well for 6 at lcast, and how thisis
effected without taking it down into the office below on a tempestuous night is more
v than I can say, " ¥
| i e 9. Captain Baker asked me to see if I thought the stanchions supporting the roof
., i - Were strong enough to bear canvass blinds all round, to be pulled down when the ;
4
X

e

B—

N WO

trimming process wag going on, but I shonld say this would be objectionable as lascars
are quite capable of keeping such a soug protection up IongQ!' than is necessary and

{ thus obscuring the light.
o | y 10. Two alternatives t themselves to me—first to build up solid walls per-
’ ~ , I ferated by one m‘j:ﬁngg”on two sides to Jandward (the lantern only illumines
: b ; : : 180° to seaward) and glaze the other two sides completely with plate glass in frames,

[

B, 27
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