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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue({Land Revenue), dated 29th
January 1891, No. 617, Mis.:— %

.

Mgz. J. Grosk.

-

Read—the following letter from W. J. H. LE FANU, Esq., Collectdt of North Arcot,
, . to the Becretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated Arkénam,
18th January 1891, Ref. on Genl. Eng. No. 269 :—

I have the honor fo forward herewith in original (to be returned) the Head
Assistant Collector’s letter, No. 19, dated 13th instant, and its enclosures, as also copy
of a letter; dated 16th instant, from the Dewan of Kdlahasti zemindari to me.

2. I haye referred to the subject in my letter, Ref. on Genl. Eng. No. 268 of this
date, to the Secretary to the Cemmissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of
Land Records and Agriculture, and it would be convenient if both letters were
considered together.

8. Mr. Buckley’s letter treats of an application from the Dewan for a loan of

Rs. 1,20,000 to be spent on the nrigation works of the Kilahasti zemindari. The
Dewan has, I understand, already been in commurication with Government on the
subject of a'larger loan and has received a favorable reception to his propesals. His
present letter to me asks for a loan of 4 lakhs, of which Rs. 1,20,000 would be spent
in the Kdlahasti and one lakh in the-Maderpauk taluk, the remainder, as I understand,
to be spent in Pamur taluk in Nellore. The twe former sums alone concern us now.

4. That the irrigation works of the zemindari are in a state of wholesale disrepair
is unfortunately true. As I am informed, they have not been repaired for almost one
hundred years. A large inorease of rental will follow their repair, coupled with an
increased security for the public revenue. The Zemindar is involved in debt and cannot
find funds for the necessary repair himself. All doubt as to the dona fides of the
application is set at rest by the request of the Dewan that the work should be done by
Government.

5. The latter‘proposal is not unreasonable considering the very opportune moment
at which it is made, for the failure of the monsoon makes it imperative that we should
supply work for the indigent in the zemindari where we have no Glovernment
works, the East Coast Railway excepted, on which we could employ labor. The
Dewan proposes that the Public Works Department ghould do the work, charging him
only with the vaiue at departmental rates of the work actually done, such other

. expenditure incidental to famine relief as may be necessary being debited to Govern-

ment and that no charge should be made for supervision. Government has always to
_pay for supervision on famine relief, and 1 therefore support his proposal.

¢. The only point in the present case which requires discussion is whether the
loan comes under the terms of the Act and whether the security tendered is sufficient
and can be accepted. The case is a peculiar one. 'We cannot, as in the case of Goy-

_ ernment lands, weil take the tract to be benefited by each work as the security, for the

value of the same, hampered as it would be by fultivators! rights, if. any, could not
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b Nineteen villages in the Kélahasti taluk have been offored by the Dewan as security
- for the loan. These form a compact portion of that taluk. For reasons stated in paragraph 1
. of your reference, the lands nnder each source of irrigation have not been taken into account
« for purposes of security. The 'average collections of the past three years of these villages
exceed Rs. 10,000 (»id: enclosure ?, the lowest figure being that of last year, abong
Rs. 7,900. The loan is Rs. 1,20,050. Security 18 required for Rs. 1,50,000. Rs 6,000 per
annum is the amount necessary to give when capitalised at 4 per cent. the sum of Rs 1,50,000.
The security offered is cousiderably over Rs. 6,000 per aonum and may be accepted.  None of
the villages are charged with any encumbrance, and this has been ascertained from the Sub-
Regisirar of Kélahasti, in whose sub-distriet the villagesare situated  His certifics to enclosed
(enclosare D). A statement (enclosure E) showing the names of the above ges and their
average rental dyring the last three years is forwarded. It has been prepared from the accounts
of the zewmindari furnished by the Dewan.

7. T presume that the zemindar has been registered in the name of the present Zemindar
and that he is the proprietor, A reference to the récords in your office would, however, make this
matter clear. 'The Zemindar has a number of brothers, one of whom is said to have instituted
& suit in the District Court of North Arcot for partition. I don’t know whether the zemindari ig

riible or not. However this may be, the interest whatever it is, which the brothers may have
in the estate, does not affect the present case. He is*interested in improving it and any loan
that may be raised and expended on its improvement would bind the brothers as well as the
Zemindar,

8. The rate at which the loan would be granted and the period of repayment have already
been decided by Government.

9. The Dewan, I learn, has gone to Caleutta and has not probably yet returned. He has
not filed an application in form A, but I shall have one prepared as soon as I reach Kélahasti
_ and submit it without delay, I am now in the Maderpauk division inspecting villages and
ascertaining the state of the season, and shall arrive at Kélahasti on or about the 21st instant.

- 10. I venture to suggest that orders of Government for tho grant of the loan be obtained
as early as possible. The security bond may be obtained from the Zemindar and order in
form .gissued after its receipt. Iam sending you a report in a few days on the state of
the season in the Kalahasti zemindari, and as I anticipate that relief works will have to be
opened in Kdlahasti, it will be well to arrange to have the loan paid to,the Zemindar very
early, so that the repairs may be commenced at once and some relief afforded to people suffer-
ing from distress by employing them as coolies on the works.

11. The Dewan desires the loan to be paid in two equal -instalments, the first on the 15tk
March pext and the secoz;d on the 30th June.

From M.R.Ry. R. RAGOONATH ROW, Dewan of Kélahasti, to the Acting Head Assistant
Collector of North Arcot, dated Kalahasti, 5th November 1890, No. 75.

In sapersession of all statements submitted up to date, T beg to forward herewith a com-

lete statement. showing, as per form favored by you, the number of tanks in the taluk of

%élahasti, the nature of repairs they require and the estimated cost of repairs, &c., amounting
to a lakh and twenty thousand rupees.

2. I have already furnished to you the partioulars of the two tracts or divisions of the
taluk of Kilahasti, the revenue of which is more than sufficient security for the loan of
Rs. 1,20,000 according to the rule laid down by the Collector of North Arcot in his memo-
randum, dated 4th August 1890, No. 4080. 4

8. I have instructed my Personal Assistant here to submit to yon all thi® accounts and
informations you may require for the examination of accounts and tanks and to show to you the
tanks reqtiiring repairs. :

) 4. I am prepared to render any aid yon may require from me to enable you to complete your

examination.
5. 1t Rs. 60,000 be paid to me on the 15th March and the othor Rs. 60,000 on the 30th
June next, it will suit we well for carrying out repairs.

Excrosuvre No. IT,

\Weoin M.R.Ry. R. RAGOONATH ROW, Dewan of Kélahasti, to the Collector of North Arcot,
dated Mylapore, 16th January 1591, No. 119,

1 beg to inform you'that I have asked Government to grant a sum of not more than 4
lakhs of rupees for the improvement of the irrigation works of the zemindari of Kélahasti. A

»py of this application is enclosed (will follow).

. 2.7 bave already written to {our Head Assistant Collector to ohtain sanction in due course
For lending Rs. 1,25,000 (a part of the said 4 lakhs) for improving the tanks of Kélahasti, on®

of the taluks of the zemindari. As the Zemindar is the proprietor of the estate, it is a holding
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ime to come, for, after hearing the results of Mr. Clogstoun’s inspection, the Board thinks

{ nﬂm‘bers, which Mr. LeFanu and _ul'. Buckley estimate, will want relief are groatly
ggerated. The Zemindar seems to be ready to leave the estimating and supervision
entirely . to Government and to pay the normal value of the works done—uvide
Mr. LeFanu’s letter to the Commissioner of Settlement, dated 18th January 1891,
g:tﬂgraph 9. This seems to the Board to be a fair arrangement. Some works must
provided by Government for purposes of famine relief and for work of this kind

" (tovernment will be paid a great part of the cost.

8. Without embarrassing Government, therefore, with considerations about the
‘Land Tmprovement Act, the Board thinks the works may be undertaken as famine
relief works, an officer of the Public Works Department being sent to the'spot at once,
and that a special bond may be taken from the Rajah, promising to pay the normal
value of . the work and pledging Kélahasti or part of it as the security. Even if the
partition suit is persisted in and succeeds, the bond, the Board believes, would hold
good, and the estate would have to be divided subject to that, but about this legal
advice might be taken. : v

7. 1t is possible that the rain which has recently fallen in parts of the Kélahasti
estate may lead to a material modification of the terms of the application for the loan,
but the Board nevertheless forwards the papers on to Government for disposal as time
presses and since it is possible that any further application which may be made by
the zemindar will be made to Government direct.

(True Copie§ and Extract.)

(Signed) H. A. SIM,
Acting-Becretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
; with letter aud enclosures, in original (to be returped).

Copy to the Collector of North Arcot.

Riap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), dated
7th February 1891, No. 829, Mis.

Tue HoNoraBLE J. GROSE.
Mg, G.- MCWATTERS.

Read—the following letter from H. LE FANT, Esq., Gollector of Noxth Arco, to the
. Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 20th January 1891,
Ref. on No. 269, Genl. Eng. :— :

With reference to para. 7 of my letter, Reference on Gl. Eng. No. 269 of
1891, dated 18th instant, I have the honor to state that, on reference to Standing
Order No. 112 and the forms thereunder, I do not find any provision in the rules
for omitting to give as security the land intended to be improved by the work. Para-

_graph 9 of the rules and forms B and D distinotly provide for ¢ Collateral security.”

9. “There is no doubt that the whole taluk of Kélahasti, which the Dewan
proposes to give as security for the loan, is worth at Jeast six times the two lakhs and
twenty thousand now asked for, I @o not see how, unless the rule is modified, we can
dispense with the entry of the actual land to be benefited be'mg included in form. B.
1£ this is to be done, the references to the sub-registrar will be interminable, and also
each and every work will have to be inspected. It has taken some five months to get
a report on only 25 of the works proposed. Unless 2 special officer is deputed for the
purpese, 1 do not see how it is possible to have the local inquiry required by section
6 of the rules made. Even then the inquiry would occupy many months and could

not possibly be made by the distriet staff.

*
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] élat in his letter to the Colleetﬂi’ of North Arcot, written under date the 11th
1891, the Dewan rep: nts the urgent necessity for au early grant of a por-
tlg{_foag W},th,a view to employment of the distressed population, and points
Tbut'that the vaﬁdmﬁthe work done, if all applicants for work are admitted, will be
ess than if only able-bodied laborers werd employed. He accordingly suggests that
the works proposéd by him should be garried out by the ageney of the Public
‘orks Department, (2) that only so muoh of the actual cost of the works as is equiva-
lent to ife value at normal ratesbe charged against the loan to tho estate, (3) that the
gsuial charge of 25 per cent. sfor Public Works Department sup ervision be berne by
vernment. Looking to the present circumstanccs of the estate 4 nd to the nécessity
r providing employment for the poorer olasses of the population, His Excellency the
’m(grnor in Council.is pleased to agoede to the Dewan’s request,
8 haert Nl ishue in® the' Publis Works Department for providing the staft
ﬁe wired for carrying out the works. :

V& With r % t0 the .bonds to be taken for the. proposed loan, the following
codr houm ‘dopted.s WAsiseon as the ‘estimate of the cost of repairing
. each proposed work is prepared by the Public Works Department officer deputed for
this special duty, the approximate cost at normal rates, exelusive of charge for super-
ouldibe communicated to the Dewan as a guide -to the amount of security
~ required, an umbd\g?i&amé‘untmﬂl be placed at the disposal of the Public Works

Department officer by the Collector for carrying out each work. An application for
@ lvan of the bove amount should then be prepared in form A appended to the rules
ramed under the Act and ferwarded to the Special Deputy Collector who will at once
» ‘W@Wor conducting, the local inquiry prescribed by the rules. This officer
‘will forthwith proceed to” condiict the dnquiry and have the necessary bonds and
other papers ready to be submitted*to the Collector as soon as the actual cost of the
¢ Wﬁ{l{‘”atvmrm&l rates is ascertained from the Public Works officer on the completion of
% Weach work. - An ordér sanctionma’a loan equal to the ascertained cost of each work
will then be passed by'the" Coltéctor; the Board or the Government according as the
I " amount does not, exceed Rs. 1,000, exceeds Bs. 1,000, but does not exceed Rs. 5,000,
: exceeds s, 49,000, respectively jghe taluk of Kélahasti, which 1s reported to be
¥ rinbueumibered,,should be taken ds cqllaterat security for each loan.

5. The Board of Revenue will issue such further instructions as it may consider
| desirable for the gnidance of the Special Deputy Collector and will report what addi-
'\ tions to the grant for loans undet the Land Improvement Loans’ Act will be necessary
as soon as the umount likely'to be expéuded during the current and next years has
been definitely ascertained, :

e s e
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To the Commissioners

%

% k"

of Land R;;ren ne.

(True Extract.)

C. A, GALTON,
Secretary to Government.

(Signed)

& ,, the Commissioners of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture.
,, the Public Works Department,

MLy Copy to the Dewan of Kélahasti.
) ; the Accountant-General, "

:: the Collector of North Arcol,
B the A of Nellore.

¥xd. S. J. Pereira.

1(‘)0 Copies.
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